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| The Verdict

The court of the District and Sessions Judge
brought the nearly two-year long trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and his family to an end yesterday, by finding 15 of
| the 19 accused guilty of murder. The sentence —
death by firing squad in an open public place — was
no doubt determined by the heinous nature of the
crime, in which Bangabandhu's family, including
his wife, three sons (the youngest Russel was onl
10) and two daughters-in-law, were murdered wi
the utmost prejudice. This long-overdue trial has
set an example of the noblest kind: that the law is
supreme and crime does not pay. There has been no
element of vendetta or revenge, and all tempta-
tions to go for summary trial at a kangaroo court
were resisted. The law was allowed to take its natu-
ral course, and the accused given all facilities un-
der the law. Few have complained about the fair-
ness of the trial procedures.

The killings of Aug 15, 1975 were not only a
heinous crime, but also a shroud of shame cast on
the nation's collective conscience. That shame was
further deepened through the sheer immorality of
the Indemnity Ordinance of Sept 20, 1975 which
sought to provide immunity from prosecution to
the executors of Aug 15 murders. This immortality
was allowed to poison the national political atmo-
sphere for 23 long years, as successive govern-
ments failed to bring the culprits to book. The an-
nulment of the Indemnity Ordinance by parlia-
ment in 1996 showed that it always was a piece of
illegal act imposed on the Constitution. The bur-
den of national shame was even greater when the
democratically-elected government in 1991 con-
tinued to hide this shameful episode under the
immoral shroud of expediency.

All these have now come to pass. The long trial
and the yesterday’'s verdict have exorcised the
ghost that has haunted the nation for more than
two decades. Rule of law, morality, respect for hu-
man lives, common social values — all these ele-
ments must now be deemed to have been restored in
the political culture of Bangladesh. Through the es-
tablishment of guilt of the culprits, under due pro-
cess of law, the conscience of the nation has been
cleansed of the sense of shame that bedeviled it for
so long. Bangladesh has finally broken free of an
immoral episode in its past and risen far above its
previous station, to join the community of
civilised nations.

No More of That

Dhaka's commercial zone was on Saturday no
better than a battleground. Anarchy and violence
prevailed there for hours. And it all started from
the BNP public meeting observing the November 7
Sepoy-People Solidarity Day coming to an un-
scheduled end because of sporadic explosions and
tear-gassing.

.. 'BNP is one of the biggest political parties of the
.aation. And the meeting that was aborted through
deliberate violence was no stray demonstration.
When BNP holds a public meeting, with notice well
in advance it is the government’s job to see that the
meeting is held without any problem. The govern-
ment has miserably failed to carry out that re-
sponsibility and as such would share the guilt of
whatever follows from this escalation of the al-
ready existing situation of confrontation between

the two biggest parties.

The police's reactive measures such as throwing
tear gas shells followed a pattern that tended to
make their action suspect. They must take care
that their actions involving those that can hurt
civilians must be seen and appreciated by non-par-
tisan people as justifiable. Police action has been
dangerously short of that on Saturday afternoon.
Although supposedly acting on instructions from
above, the suspect police performance also will
have a share in the unhelpful fall-outs of a con-
frontational politics.

The above two undesirable things did not entitle
anyone, far less BNP activists, to have gone on a
rampage trampling the law under foot and violat-
ing rights of thousands very directly. Why two, let
there be twenty or two hundred reasons to irritate
party activists, destruction of other's property and
arson will ever be crimes of the first order and the
perpetrators must be brought to book. BNP will be
gravely mistaken to treat those ruffians as their
heroes of the day unchecked, they would be the vil-
lains of their doom.

The nation must be spared a repetition of it.
Punish Them

Some politically irate truckers in an expedient
l expectation of getting away with what they were up

to, because of its potential to curry favour with the
local ruling party MP, thick-headedly placed their
vehicles haphazardly at Shanir Akhra on Satur-
day. Resultantly, Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka-
Sylhet highways saw a 20 km-long traffic hold-up
lasting over seven hours. And that sent thousands
of stranded passengers hurtling along bag and bag-
| 8age on a marathon walk to Dhaka city defying

what must have been the most excruciating of
hardships imaginable.

Well, as alleged by them, if the BNP workers had
pounced on them to commandeer their trucks to
| attend their 7 November public meeting what
stopped them from keeping their trucks off.the
| highway with the same effect of having declined
their request? They had no business of holding
thousands of commuters hostage to their mis-
placed fury that was also spurious given its equivo-
cation with the changing times.

To make up for the suffering and losses entailed
| by so many people the truckers would have been
sued for compensation in another clime or coun-
try. Why not try it here and generate public interest
uugat:llnrl:gﬂ? :Ehe aubjetct:r:f violating the funda-
men of passage ways and pub-
lic thoroughfares.? M Dy 4

It is incumbent on the government to immedi-
ately haul up the recalcitrant truckers and punish
them in an exemplary manner. Essentially though
we need a deterrent piece of legislation to put an
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end to the pernicious trend.

e . T & T e e I E———— - —

B R e L e

— E 3

Nation States Sharing Power with Non-state Entities

N interesting devolution

of power is in the ofling

with the vital parts of the
state authority shifting to
agencies and organisations
having little to do even with the
states' concept. Th
«concentration of '

powe
hands of the states initiated in -

1648 with the peace of West-
phalia is practically over. The
national governments have
since begun to share with
business cartels, international
organisations (I0s) and myriad
of citizen groups, better known
as nuﬁgzgernmcnt organisa-.
tions s). The absolutes of
the state system with territorial
boundary as its guarantee are

.withering away. Increasingly

the resources like money, in-
formation and popular culture
as well as threats like pollu-
tion, terrorism and drug traf-
ficking circulate and shape
lives without regards for politi-
cal boundaries. An emer

obal standard of conduct is

eginning to override the
claims of national singularity.
These facile changfea catalyze a
relative decline of nationstate
and portend the rise of nonstate
entities which overpower state
machineries with surprising
casc.

The phenomenon is not al-
together new. Centuries back
the British East India Company
ran a subcontinent and the ac-
tivities of some of the influen-
tial NGOs date back more than a
century. The process of this

shift has however accel-
erated after the end of cold war,
But before that a revolution in
technology paved the way for
the nonstate actors to make a
significant dent in the states’
monopoly of governance and
%ave them their present clout.
he computer as well as
telecommunications revolu-
tionised by faxmachine, e-mail,
satellite hookups and Internet
connection break the govern-
ments' exclusive hold on the
collection and management of
information. The deference the
governments enjoyed on this
count is no more there. Because
anyone — and not necessarily
the government alone — having
instantaneous access to infor-
mation and his ability to put it

Many think that a world which is more

adaptabfeﬂndinwhichthepom?ismdiﬂhwdcmddmnmm

peace, justice and capacity to manage the burgeoning interconnected problems of mankind. There are others
who think that continuing globalisation may well spark a vigorous reasserting of economic and cultural
nationalism.

into use will now matter. Not
only it has reduced the impor-
tance of proximity it can also
connect people across borders
while separating them from
natural and historical associa-
tion within the state boundary.

The information technolo-
gies disrupt hierarchies sprtacll-
ing power among more e
and groups. Business, ﬁ&o(gu.
ethnic ps and crime cartels
have all readily adopted a kind
of decentralised communica-
tion network where individuals
and groups link up for joint ac-
tion without a formal ’HI]I}'aical
institutional presence. The gov-
ernments which are, in lact,
quintessential hierarchies can
hardly compete with them.

A vision of 'one world busi-
ness’ has taken its toll of state
power. Earlier the Multina-
tional rations (MNC) were
essentially anchored to their
national identity. Now they are
developing international mar-
ket place hing from
manufacturing, sales, advertis-
ing, business consultancy to fi-
nancial and other services as
locals wherever they operate.
Whereas in the 1970s they were
thought to be an arm of the gov-
ernment, they now pose grave
challenge to the government by
disassociating themselves from
the national interest of home
country as well as by moving
jobs, evading tax and eroding
the country's economic
sovereignty in the process.

The globalisation of finan-
cial market has left the gov-
ernment all the more despon-
dent. Whereas the government
once set the foreign exchange
rate, private currency traders
now trade $1.3 bn a day — 1000
times the wvolume of world
trade. Private capital flows
have been growing twice as fast
as trade for years. By one esti-
mate the global financial mar-
ket will grow to a staggerlng S83
trillion by year 2000. Obvi-
ously, the technol has been
shifting financial clout from

state to market because the
states cannot march the mar-
ket's speed of transaction.
While the national govern-
ments set the economic rule, the
markets are setting the defacto
rules enforced by their own
power. The states can flout
those rules only at an exorbi-
tant cost — cost of losing vital
foreign capital, technology and
domestic jobs.

- The 10s were once the insti-
tutions of the states, by the
states and for the states. But the
states had always been circum-
spect to keep them under leash
so that they could not become
too ul and start interfer-
ing in the states’ domestic af-
fair. The states wanted more

the states’ autonomy in these
fields. In 1992 when a UN inter-
vention took place in Somalia
"on behalf of 'civilian popula-
tion’, the unprecedented step be-
gan to compete with formerly
unquestioned primacy of the
states’ interest.

Since the end of cold war the
national governments have
succumbed to the pressure of
what has now become a con-
vention of election monitoring.
Decades before it was unthink-
able. From 1990 the UN how-
ever has responded to a large
number of requests of election
monitoring from the govern-
ments that felt compelled to
prove their legitimacy. The
practice has been increasingly
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capable 10s to deal with
number of transnational prob-
lems buit feared competition
from them. The 10s were given
more and more responsibilit
but limited mandate and inad-
equate [unding. That situation
has changed. The 10s are now
building constituencies of their
own and trying to establish di-
rect connection with the people
of the world thus underminin
the states' hitherto preserve
image and credibility. As a re-
sult the loss are no more of, by
and for the nations and moving
fast towards a change.

In the meantime the 10s’ col-
laboration with treaties,
regimes as well as inter-gov-
ernmental instilutions dealing
with human rights. trade. nar-
colics. corruption, crime,
reingee, lerrorism, arms con-
trol and democracy has multi-
plied manifold eroding much of

denting the states’ authority be-
cause the election monitoring is
no longer a passive observa-
tion. It is now carried out by
closely-knit mix of 10s involv-
ing large f presence and
dispensation of expertise for de-
tails like voter registration.
campaign law and even the
lrairﬂn%hul' the clerks and judi-
ciary. The international finan-
cial institutions have inter-
fered rather too starkly into
slates’ domestic affairs. They
attach stringent conditions to
loans concerning recipient gov-
ernments’ policy on pﬁ!ﬂi!l.
the environment or even mili-

spending — a once sacro-
mumt domain of nation state.
The new policies allow the
World Bank, IMF and other fi-
nancial institutions to forge al-
liance with business, NGOs and
civil society f[or achieving
broad changes in target coun-

ries.

However the biggest chal-
lenge to the state authority
comes perhaps from an ever
growing number of NGOs. One
widtgcciltd estimate claims
that there are 35,000 NGOs only
in the developing countries. But
the challenge that comes is not
from their number but from
their efficiency and potentials.
Their financial resources and
expertise sometimes exceed
those of smaller governments
and 10s. Today the NGOs deliver
more official development as-
sistance than the entire UN sys-
tem. The UN Centre for Human
Rights has less money and
fewer resources than those of
Amnesty International — a
London-based NGO. In many
countries they deliver services
in development, education and
health — that even the average
governments around the world
are found incapable of doing.
Not only they provide services,
they breed new ideas, mobilize
public support and do legal. sci-
entific. technical and policy
analyses. Thus also shape, im-
plement, monitor and enforce
national and international
commitments and, when neces-
sary, change the prevailing
Norms.

With all the pluses at their
disposal the NGOs are now able
to push around even the largesl
governments. On the eve of the
signing of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
the citizens' groups wanted to
see in it, among others, the
provisions for health and
salety, transboundary pollu-
tion. labour inability and so on.
In 1991 after months of resis-
tance by NGO groups in Canada.
the USA and Mexico the Bush
government capitulated and
opened the agreement to envi-
ronmental and labour con-
cerns. Besides, the NGOs are in-
deed quicker than governments
in responding to new demands
and opportunities and can,
when adequately funded, out

rform governments in Lhe de-
ﬁf’rry of the services

Earlier in international or-
ganisalion as wilh govern-

ments at home the NGOs were
relegaled to an inferior role.
Their options were o work
through the governmenis. All
that have changed with the ne-
gotiation of global climate
treaty culminating in the Earth
Summil al Rio in 1992Z. The
NGOs together with environ-
mentalists set the original goal
of negotiating an agreement to
control green house gases much
before the governments were
ready to do so. Now more num-
ber of NGOs serve on govern-
ment delegation and they pene-
trate deeply into official deci-
sion-making. They are also al-
lowed to attend the small work-
ing group meetings where Lhe
real decision in international
negotiations are made. The
NGOs have worked their way
into the heart of the interna-
tional organisations bringing
two priorities that give voice (o
the groups outside the govern-
ment.

After three and half a cen-
luries of nation state system it
is difficult to imagine entities
that could compete with the
emotional attachment of a
shared landscape, national his-
tory. Ianguag:. flag and cur-
rency — let alone allowing it to
happen. Yet it is happening and
the Westphalian arrangements
are crumbling down. Many
think that a world which is
more adaptable and in which
the power is more diffused could
mean more peace, justice and
capacity to manage the bur-
Fe:uning interconnected prob-
ems of mankind. There are
others who think that continu-
ing globalisation may well
spark a vigorous reasserting of
economic and cultural nation-

alism. But in any event tLhe
clash between the [ixed geogra-
phy of states and international
nature of today's problems and
solutions is only likely to esca-
late. If the current trends con-
tinue the international system,
say, 50 years hence will be pro-
foundly different. How and
where the nation states would
seitle down in that milieu re-
main to be seen.

IAQUAT Jatoi was an
unmitigated disaster as
Chief Minister not only

for the Province and PML(N) but
also for the country. Stepping
in as an acceptable compromise
to keep Ghous Ali Shah's grubby
hands from the Chief Minister's
slot in Sindh, Liaquat Jatoi
ruled over a fractious coalition.
Assisted by two brothers, Salik
Nazir and Shahid Nazir from _
the bureaucracy (known locally
as the brothers Nazirov), Jatoi
governed on the "Zardari”
premise that all was fair game

in the :Province ‘and hif part- °

ners were deserving of sharing
in the loot and booty.” * ° "

As the party that got the
maximum seats in Sindh in
1973 elections, PPP could not
muster enough strength to form
a majority and a weak Coali-
tion came into being in which
every faction functioned on the
Frinciple that every man was
or himself in utter negation of
duty and responsibility not
only to the Province and the
country but also to their o
conscience. %

If Liaquat Jatoi was not be-
ing periodically black-mailed
by Pir Pagaro’'s Functional
Group then there was a dissi-
dent group within the PML leg-
islators who kept him running
for cover to Islamabad. The
urﬂﬁ people he was comfortable
with were the solid phalanx of
MQM legislators who looked to
their sole leader in London for
advice in the obtaining of their

- pound of flesh and some, deriv-

ing maximum advantage from
Jatoi's misrule. Karachi is al-
ways a big economic cake
where a lot of foreign-aided pro-
jects are on order.

A triangular relationship
developed between Liaquat Ja-
toi, MOQM and the Brothers
Nazirov to ensure that most of
the projects went to companies
of British origin. Investigation
revealed that the scam started
from the pre-qualification
stage. By ensuring that major

Governor's Rule in Sindh

Reaping the Whirlwind

Theve icis o choice for the Prime Minister bt

to act to restore the rule of law in the province of Sindh by

invoking Governor's Rule under the powers of emergency. Lt Gen Moinuddin Haider, the Governor of

Sindh, is a very competent, sensible person whose governance style is for arranging consensus rather
than use authoritatarian methods as a means of exercising leadership.

international companies
stayed out of the bidding. one

can always stack the deck and .

easily manipulate projeets in

Asil Zardari's reign, hu
ttacts were directed tow
British or those aligned wilh
them. This seemed to suil ev-
erybody and a constant stream
of visitors became not-so-acci-
dental tourists belween
Karachi, London (and back)
Logistically it suited everybody.
where MOQM leader Altal Hus-
sain was living in comfortable
self-exile and most of the
British companies were head-
quartered there. With MGQM all
powerful in the Sindh Govern-
ment, Chief Minister Liaquat
Jatoi was content to remaining
only as a puppet on a string.
The Federal Government
well knew all this but in order
to sustain their provincial gov-
ernment in power they had to
look the other way at the ex-
cesses being perpetuated by
their coalition partners. As
such they ignored all the clear
indications about the Govern-
ment, being in power in name
only. The abagh Dam issue
set off alarm bells in the
PML(N) heirarchy, particularly
when Liaquat Jatoi came out in
true colours to show that he
marched to a different beat
than that of the party. MQM is
truly representative of the Mo-
hajirs in Sindh Province. It is
true that they have dissidents.
mainly the Afaq led MQM(H]),
but the solid core support en-
sures that this is the only party
that has a majority in the ur

con-

Telephone shock

Sir. Help! Help! Help! Ghost
of his telephone gone berserk.
The subscriber was betrayed
more than once incredibly. It is
bleeding him systematically for
lmllg unprovoked, almost like
cold-blooded deliberate murder
economically in these hard
days of ever increasing finan-
cial crisis.

To tame this demon, he ap-

ed to the telephone palace,
ts doors, windows and even
doormats re at::cﬁy but with-
out any result. He has ploughed
the sand, it seems, PN

It is common knowledge of
the victims and the subscribers
that redress to the various
thinkable and unthinkable ir-
regularities is a far cry thus dis-
gracing the name of this vital
and highly qualified developed
department, the pride of the na-
tion and envy of other develop-
ing countries.

Telephone No 505382 was
installed at the residence of the
subscriber in the month of
February, 1992. The bills that
followed displayed creeping in-
flation shooting up every
month despite having discon-
nected the line. With the
feeling of a happed animal in
extreme pain and agony, even
distrusting the inmates he
locked the telephone set, hid the
key in his own purse and waited
for what was in store for him
the next month. Swear by the
Almighty, only 18 local calls
were made during the month.
But comes the bill of Tk 958 to
the baffled subscriber for the
month of Aug '98. He is looking
forward to God just like the boy,

s the

ban areas of Sindh as opposed
to the PPP being a solid major-
ity in the rural areas. They re-
flect a count de Pakistani
change in leadership-mode
from rural to urban, on the na-
tional scene Mian Nawaz
Sharif himself is an urban

product.

However, from here onward
there are sharp differences.
Whereas most of MQM's
grievances are genuine, their
methodology to accomplish
their objective has been less
than democratic. For a demo-
cratic party to constantly
black-mail its coalition part-

ners on the one hand and use
ruthless measures to suppress
their own supporters to consol-
idate their own position on the
other is unacceptable in any
democracy. For a democratic
party to listen to the dictate ol
‘only one man and base all their
aspirations on ethnic consider-
ation is asking for trouble be-
cause it smacks of fascism. .
It is true that brutal methods
were used against them in re-
ated operations since 1992
ut as much as the extra-judi-
cial killings cannot be justified.
the MQM(A) cannot also Ilustil'y
the killing of innumerable per-

———

sold by his r father to save
the lile of the king with his
fresh liver prescribed by the
doctor and approved by the king
himself. The boy helplessly
looked up to the Heavens with a
fading smile on his lips.

S N Mahmood
257/ 2, Elephant Road
4th Floor, Dhaka.

Telephone bill hazard

Sir, | usually receive my
bills at a time when I have no
other option but to rush to the
bank, wait in the very long
queue for hours to make pay-
ment. I requested the Bank
Manager if he could depute an
additional person in addition
to the present one at the counter
for receiving the payment,
preferably from 27th to 31st of
the month when the rush is at
its peak. He said that he couldn't
do so.

This month [ received my
bill on the 31st st '98 when
there was no time for me to rush
to the bank. Moreover, hein% a
senior citizen of more than 75,
with no one to run about, it was
not possible to deposit the bill
in time. Why couldn't the rev-
enue office fix the last date for
payment exactly after one
month from date of issue of the
bill? It is strange logic that
onus lie on the subscriber and
both revenue office and postal
authorities working under the
control of the same Ministry
absolve themselves of all re-
sponsibilities.

Another funny print like
"Arrears not included" is found
on the body of the bill. Isn't it
ambiguous? Does it not mean —

y=s, there are arrears but not
includzd in the bill? What pre-
vents the authorities from be-
ing specific and state "There is
no arrear/No arrear” instead?

Abu M Faiz
Dhaka -1207

Setting an example

Sir, The Honourable Presi-
dent Chief Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed feels very displeased at
what the Prime Minister and
leader of the ruling party as
well as the leader of the Opposi-
tion of the House and chairper-
son of BNP are behaving to-
wards each other.

He has ly gone so far
as to declare that the two
women are creating a mud-
slinging issue and other unwar-
rant issues involving the
devastating flood that swept the
country.

'Ihu_clfrc;é:lmé has, ?.tt; course,

ully nted out the t-
ful picture which we the :El!:‘l-
mon citizens are faced with and
for which we feel much
ashamed.

We, would like to request the
President to invite both the
leaders to sit with him and sort
out their differences. If not, we
urge the President to take ap-
propriate action as per the Con-
stitution and set an example
where rule of law prevails as
supreme, and thus the law and
order of the country returns to
‘normalcy’, and 'anarchy’ comes
to a total stop.

Mujibul Haque
Mirpur Road
Dhaka

favour of one's Yayourites “As irviin

" Ikram Sehgal writes from.Karachi

sons including off-duty law en-
forcement agency personnel by
their militant gangs. In fact,
who in democracy has militant
gangs in the first place? The
killing of . Hakim Said
renowned healer and educa-
tionist, set off a wave of revul-
sion, both among the intelli-
gentsia and the masses. [t soon
became clear that "a smoking
gun" pointed to direck MQM in-
volvement at the heirarchial
level. There was no choice for
the Prime Minister but to act to
restore the rule of law in the

rovince of Sindh by invoking

overnor's Rule under the pow-
ers of emergency. Lt Gen Moin-
uddin Haider, the Governor ol
Sindh, is a very competent,
sensible person whc:= gu.er-
nance style is for arranging
consensus rather than use au-
thoritatarian methods as a
means of exercising leadership.
Carrying himself ably the lasi
18 months he has proven to be
an asset in the performance of
his job. One has no illusions
that he will perform miracles
but certainly his performance

will be focussed and sincere. He

is perhaps the best possible per-
son in the circumstances to rule
the Province. Hé needs the ad-
vice of a known corrupt,person
like Ghmﬁﬁﬁ Shah as much he
needs two left feet. In taking
strong action and setting a cor-
rect course, true to form PMLI(N)
is now trying Lo put obstacles in
its own path.

Ghous Ali Shah is neither
wanted nor respected in the

rovince. His only claim to

itical fame is friendship with
the Prime Minister. As we all
know the Prime Minister's
choice of friends can be atro-
cious and even while taking the
correct decision of invoking
Governor's Rule he has inadver-
tantly sowed seeds of destruc-
tion of his own policy by sad-
dling the Governor with this
corrupt person. What signal is
he giving to the people of Sindh
about his own sincerity?

Let Moinuddin Haider do his
job. he should choose his own
set of advisors with one solita
per=cn selected to run the af-
fairs in Karachi with all the
agencies (law enforcement and
civic) under one single author-
ity. He must get rid of people
like Chief Secretary Safik
Nazir sooner rather than later.
He must hold Local Bodies elec-
tions expeditiously in order to
create leadership at the grass-
rools level and provide an al-
ternale to the chain of com-
mand being exercised remote
control [rom London. The law

enforcement agencies must be
very careful to adhere to Lhe
rule of law in going after both
terrorists and criminals. The
Governor must k them on a
tight leash. We cannot have a
repeat of extra-judicial killings
or coercive measures on the
hapless population of Karachi.
One cannot wage war against
one's own people.

Therefore all action has to
be taken with measured re-
straint. The need of the hour is
to keep the economic machine
of the city of Karachi humming
again and that js only passible
whén an envitonment 18 cre-
ated which is conducivé of fair
play and justice. Only when
merit and merit alone becomes
the prime consideration of the
decision-making process, will
we have peace and tranquillity
in Sindh province. We cannot
ignore nationalist forces in
Sindh and one can only ho
that instead of exploiting the
situation for narrow parochial
interests Ms Benazir Bhutto
will look at the national inter-
est and rise above herself and
narrow provincial considera-
tions.

This may be too much to
hglpe but one never knows, mir-
es do happen. Governor Rule
in Sindh was a must. There was
no other alternative. Now that
eventuality has come to pass,
we must use the opportunity to
take itive measures to better
the lives of the people of Sindh
in general and Karachi in par-
ticular. A lot will depend on
how much power is given to the
Governor and how much the
Lentre leaves him alone to use
those powers judiciously. The
PML(N) sowed the wind by trl\_:-
ing to bring MQM(A) into the
political mainstream and ig-
noring their obvious de-merits,
it is now time to reap the
whirlwind!

Few months back I read a
wrile-up in the opinion column
of DS captioned "Politics have

one mad.” Now what we find in
the day-to-day showdown of the
political parties in Bangladesh
truly bears out that, Otherwise
how come that killing of a BNP
leader could set its workers and
supporters on to go wild and
ransacking, damage é)rnpertjes
including temples and bring the
normal lives to a complete
standstill through a full-day
hartal. As reported in almost
all dailies the death resulted
from the intra-party discord or
feud. Then wh?r are the general
mass of whole Khulna town
made to suffer the scourge of
terrorism in the name of party
politics? Then has the oft-pro-
nounced sluﬁan "People's con-
cern is our flirst and foremost
motto than party's" gone with
the wind?

Only the other day an AL
leader of Chuadanga had to suc-
cumb to bullet injury and
Chuadanga AL also forced upon
a hartal across the town. A
Jubo-Dal leader of Jessore died
on 2nd November following
armed attack on his person and
as a sequel to that mass agita-
tions on a hartal plan was
brewing there. It seems that
hartal has become the only
weapon of political parties to
bow the go ment down and
vent their grievances, most of
which is, however, more ori-

ented to how to grab Fower than
to seek redress of national

problems. As we see, the arrest
of party leaders, even on alleged
criminal acts induce the hparty
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to resort to hartal. In suc
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each ol the districts of
Bangladesh comes under hartal
once or lwice or more a month,
besides the countrywide hartals
made to frequent us.

But hartals are now a pet-
aversion lo peace-loving ple
who just brood over and go to
ask, "what tangible Emd to the
deliver to us and the parties?”
Only smug satisfaction for 'suc-
cessful observance' and 'con-
gratulations’ in returns. But it
matters little to them that the
whole country goes devoid of ac-
tivities incurring colossal eco-
nomic loss. Whereas after the
ravage by flood the country
direly needs brisk and booming
activities in all sectors. An
that is being intervened by
hartals.

Almost all hartals result in
casualties — from death to
maiming ol human person
apart from damage ol proper-
ties. That little Runa has been
deformed and crippled on the
last hartal day to bear the pangs
for whole of her life is nobody's
concern now. Who cares that
hartals lead to starvation of
daily earners who are the ones
that constitute the magnitude of
our population. This itude
puts in its toils to keep the eco-
nomic wheel moving, but har-
tals put a break to that.
many more hartals (as |
BNP is in opposition, and
power) are on the cards, the
prospects of foreign investment
that would usher in growth of
our nascent economy seems a
far cry.

The onus to make the oppo-
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No More Harta], Please!

sition stave hartals or agita-
tions off lies squarely on the
government. Government
therefore must also make
amends for its follies and
lapses without any further de-
lay and refrain from commit-
ting acts that are purported to
be inciting the opposition to
take recourse to hartals and vi-
olent movements. Government
must reckon with the fact that
there is no smoke without fire. |
It is the foremost duty of gov-
ernment to take opposition par-
ties into confidence, if to rule
the country and lead it to pros-
perity, otherwise all its
rhetorics for being demo-
cratic and welfare-oriented will
end in smoke and politics of
hartals, agitations will never
bid a retreat.

There is no denying the fact
that if we cannot put a stop to
hartal based politics we shall
never be able to achieve our
economic emancipation and
keep the teeming millions out
of poverty and starvation. In
fact our politicians have no
other alternative but to pay
heed to what the business com-
munity has already put forth,
and accordingly give serious
thought about r:hulmmg their
course of action if they really
want, as leaders, to do good to
and help the country attain

ace, and prosperity.

ose who are in tion
now may come to in the
néxt election, so should
not pave the way for future
I:onltlun parties to play t
avoc as is being e now

through hartals and other vio-
lent means.




