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All Eyes on the Port

Chittagong's potential as a shipping hub for
Southeast Asia had never been in doubt. Chit-
tagong's proximity through overland routes to
'Southeast Asia, particularly north-eastern states
of India, Myanmar, Thailand and parts of south-
ern China, gives it an alluring prospect as a re-
gional port. This fact has already been acknowl-
edged by officials of BIMSTEC or “Bangladesh, In-

Cooperation”. As reports in this paper have al-
ready pointed out, BIMSTEC countries are seri-
ously considering Chittagong as a gateway to the
Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Proposals to
upgrade overland communication, in the form of
Trans-Asian Highway, are also on the table. It is
now upto Bangladesh to improve and-expand Chit-
tagong's cargo-handling capacity in order to turn
this promise into reality.

However, this is where Bangladesh appears to be
faltering again. Just as this opportunity is opening
up, vested interest groups in Chittagong are leaving
no stones unturned to make the port an unpalat-
able choice for both users and investors. Newspa-
per reports suggest that 22 trade unions represent-
ing various categories of dock workers are threat-
ening to go on a 24-hour strike on Nov 23, as part of
their on-going campaign to prevent construction of
a privately-owned container terminal at Patenga
and also privatisation of the port itself.

Such agitation against port privatisation has
been going on for some time and, with each shut-
down, Chittagong's ratings in the eyes of users go
down a notch or two. But that still does not prevent
local political bosses, including influential ruling
party leaders, from supporting — or even instigat-
ing — such actions. The worst part appears to be
the government’'s wavering attitude. Having taken

dia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand for Economic

survives. Access to knowl-

edge l:! itself n:-lt kind nt;

. more importan
?I?::‘.a:?;r uf:ll'lP:r. Unfortunately
there are haves and have-nots
in the ecology of knowledge.
The have-nots are invariably
the poor but within them the
women. The women are what
Amartya Sen calls history's
"persistent losers”. The ques-
tion that [ want to ay is
how best we alter the situation.

enly confronting the matter

of female illiteracy and their
lack of access fo information at
dall levels? Or the issue
on the momentum of educati
all? If a society purses the go
of dutx;:ver?al :l.alc education
and that of equal opportunity at
all levels T:ﬂ eduﬁiun and
technology access, why put
women first?

The answer is obvious in a
societal context where social
hierarchy and consequent fam-
ily-structures stress the relative
importance of men and boys
over women and girls. As |
pointed in this columns last
week, if a “culture dictates that

rls will grow only to serve a

ture husband's family, for-
mal education may be viewed as
a waste of time and girls will
not be encouraged to go to
school”, The situation is exac-
erbated b puve;gy. When a
family can ely afford to send
one child to school, it is the girl
child who is kept at home.

In such a situation, if the
policy framework takes a
‘neutral’ stance on the status of

irls and women acknowledg-

equal rights and opportuni-
ties without making provisions
for a mechanism that these
rights are protected, women
may find themselves no better
off than before. It is only an af-
finative and pro-active ap-
proach to improving the status
of women and their access to
education that can overcome

- — T el

TDDAT. the best informed

&

" women were absolutely

““How Women Make

e ——————— e S —

RS-

a Country Literate”

How can women become stakeholders in a technology driven development paradigm, if they are excluded
from learning how these technologies work either to their advantage or to their detriment? Technology
- may-be (and I have my doubts) gender neutral but its use often is not. :

some of the cultural and eco-
nomic factors which place them
in unequal position.

A good example from our
neigh rinlf count India is
cited by V.K. Ramachandran in
a dialogue on the issue. He
refers to an article by Robin
Jeffery entitled, “How anrﬁ%
Made Kerala Literate® and
argument is as follows:

“In the first decade of the
century the state of Baroda in
Gujarat and the state of Tra-
vancore, now part of modern
Kerala (both were princely
states, and not part of British-
India) had the same levels of
male literacy and both of them
had state-declared policies of
mass-education. Why is it that
Kerala is at the top today and
Baroda, far behind”? Because at
that time Kerala took up the is-
sue of women's literacy in a
very serious way; and Baroda
remained far behind in that re-
spect. The experience has been
that unless the question of fe-
male literacy is tackled specifi-
cally, larger plans for literacy
will not succeed.

In Kerala during the recent
mass literacy programme,
critical
to the success of the pro-
gramme, particularly women
educators from traditionally
excluded communities like the
fisherfolk. In certain sections
of the Muslim community
where certain sections of the
Muslims were less literate,
women educators made the dif-
ference, and unless the educa-
tors are willing to destabilize

the patriarchal establishment
by takinF up specific issues of
female li

programme wil

teracy, the literacy
?rbc UNSUCCess-

ful®.

The Kerala experience con-
firms the importance of wom-
en's literacy in creating new
levels of human development.
Kerala's life ctancy today is
69 years for men and 73, for
women. Infant mortality in
1990 was 17 per 1000. Kerala
has clearly shown that if fertil-

ity rates are to be brought down,
infant mortality and deaths
rates must be brought down and

if that is to happen, female sur-
vival and education must be as-
sured. In other words the

choices for and capabilities of
women in Kerala have been en-
larged and in the process their
entitlement and access to re-

;
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sources and decision-making.
Also important victories have
been own by the disadvantaged
people against domination by
higher caste and the ignominy
of untouchability.

But if we look at many other
parts of the sub-continent
Amartya Sen's well-known
indictment regarding 100 mil-
lion missing women, who have
been doomed to premature
graves because of gender bias in
various forms, still remains

“painfully valid. Even thnu%_h

primary health care is a public
good women are less equal in
their access to it as many other
public goods.

Su_c_ lack of access can be

When one set of

broken down, as the Kerala ex-
perience fllustrates, by disman-
tling the barrier of women's ac-
cess to information and en-
hancing women's capabilities
through active and full partici-
ation in the enterprise of
earning at all levels. Benefits
of knowledge particularly
technological advances there-
fore, must be made more
equally available to women.
How can women become
stakeholders in a technology
driven development fp&radigm.
if thez are excluded from learn-
ing how these technologies
work either to their advantage
or to their detriment? Technol-

ogy may be (and | have my
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doubts) gender neutral but its
use often is not. An examina-
tion of the prevailing and

tmizrg!g t:r:hnnlolﬁieu as well

as who are using them and to
what end, can reveal a great
deal about women and their
role in productive enterprises
as well as their social status.
ple do the
work and the other set of people
own both knowledge and re-
source power, the dominant-
dominated power-relations be-
come apparent.
The most insidious use of
in such a power-relation
as been vividly mtmyed in a
film “"Children of Mini Japan”

regarding ch_lld labour in

Sivdaski. There are interviews
with local match factory-own-
ers in that dry district with very
little income possible from the
land. The f:;]t:tur{l;nwncrs. lo-
cally powerful as are, have
dictated that the kian:i':g,Ir t not
to be sent to school. They ought
to be working in the factories
and be grateful for being all
owed io do so. Systematically
degraded as they are, the chil-
dren themselves and their par-

tored them to say and never
about their real interests. Or
what Paul Friere calls ‘a culture
of silence’ prevails.

It is, therefore, no wonder
that in some communities in
the hinterland of our own
country, the power-holders are
in direct tion to women's
education and the women,
structurally oppressed and iso-
lated as they are, apparen
acquiesce since their mut

evances are never heard in
the corridors of . For the
local power-holders such pro-
grammes are destabilising of
the social hierarchy. Literacy
makes women aware of their
rights and demands that they
can make of the leadership, in

the household, in the commu- .

nity or at higher echelons. Pil-
lars of society cannot allow
such outcasts to share the ex-
clusive privileges of the en-
chanted circle of the wise and
the wealthy.

Literacy movement, as has
been seen in Kerala can become
the entry point for agrarian
transformation, and a place
where girls and boys, women
and men of the peasantry and
agricultural laborer households

ogether. "When that hap-
pens. the literacy movement it-
self becomes a vehicle for social
transformations in the village.
Then. certain governments get
worried because literacy pro-
ammes can make a political
ifference” (V.K. Ramachan-
dran).

In that context, the rhetoric
of compassion is self-deception
by the compassionate at its
worst and at its best a delusion.
'Ilfnll ma};ﬂ tak:h'lilberty with Leo

st substitu the gen-
der, acﬁvw me to qmtflt;g him: :

"l sit on a woman’'s back
choking her and making her
carry me and yet assure myself
and others that | am very sorry
fgradhg; Ed wish to lighten her

means except i
off her back”. i
What is perhaps more im-
nt than co ion is for
the women and all the disad-

vantaged segments of the popu-

lations to get ther and
organized, 7 may borrow fom

t what I
said last week, Inmpl‘i!&ca as in’
economics, it is nd that
influences more. If the women
and the di men can
make a demand collectively,
str and ently, that
demand will met tomorrow
or the day after.

In a society deeply divided
between those in a posi-
tion to defend their right and
those who are excluded and
whose demands are often not
recognized as legitimate, the
central notion of solidarity
transcends a certain individu-
alistic con on of right. Self-
preservation and realization
are not achieved through each
individual pursuing her/his
own vaguely understood inter-
est, but thfough social solidar-
ity. It is only through such soli-
darity groups that the excluded
and the outcast can break out of
their closure exclusion and cat-
egorization.

—

the long-overdue decision to allow private invest-
ment to expand port facilities, the government now
appears to be dithering in the face political pres-
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sure.

There is no doubt that Chittagong port cannot
realise its potential as a regional hub without
rapid development of its infrastructure and signif-
icant improvement in its efficiency rate. To
achieve these results, private participation, in
terms of investment and management, is vital. The
government needs to show steely resolve in remov-
ing all obstacles to the privatisation process. Only
this will send a clear signal that Bangladesh has
the vision and the will to emerge as a leading
player in regional economic growth.

No Amputation

The swoop on squatting street vendors, this time
spearheaded by BDR reserves, has enforced ease-
ment rights for the pedestrians. The smooth pas-
sage gained through what may appear as a justified
assertion of authority.has given a sense of relief
which for all practicg} purposes seems set.to be
temporary, almost fleetingly so. The riflemen be-
ing on an adhoc call of duty are certain to return
to their fold leaving the clean look in charge of the
tried out motley policemen. What happens then?

The vendors by the sheer force of economic neces-
sity — compelling for them to make their both ends
meet and equally so for the fact that they are cater-
ing to active demands of low and middle income
consumers — will file back into the spots to resume
their trade. In fact it will be downright economic
foolishness to turn a blind eye to certain produc-
tive processes they have generated and kept in mo-
tion in an otherwise hleak context of industrial
and agricultural sluggishness in our mainstream
economy. Many small trades thrive on their kind
of retail network. Vending, even of the street vari-
ety, is more than a necessary evil; it is, for all prac-
tical purposes a necessary economic function that
must be encouraged for what it is worth.

It has to be streamlined and given the time and
space to grow as part and parcel of the city's bur-
geoning market-place. A three-fold strategy can be
adopted to accommodate them: First, it should be
possible on week-ends to shut off particular por-
tions of streets to traffic and turn these into exclu-
sive pedestrian markets such as some European
cities have; secondly, we could have low-cost
multi-storied structures in appropriate locations
and allot its cubicles to vendors on hire-purchase
basis, and thirdly, there is some scope for their re-
location away from the crowded places with in-
ducements thrown in and media announcements
put out on the change of site for public benefit.

It is time the Prime Minister's idea for circular
railway to spur the growth of satellite townships
saw some action. That holds the answer to the

restive proliferation of street vending in the
metropolis.

- Comfort for Clinton

Unexpected Democratic gains in the' current
elections to the two chambers of the American
Congress do not materially change the Republican
EQP over the US legislature. But it sends a big and

d message to the GOP asking it not to ride the
sle Bill-Monica wish-horse. |

A kind of disgust with the Republicans' not-too-
covert bid to cash in on the Bill-Monica affair can
be justifiably read in the American voting pattern.
The affair that was supposed to break Bill, rather
than inhibiting Bill's popularity rating, spurred it.
As if to save him from the consequences of his ut-
terly bad and even foolish showing, the Americans
wanted to say all that's private and we aren't inter-
ested there, but for us public you must lead on.

Newt Gingrich now will have to innovate a new
tack, his overt Clinton-baiting having not only

failed but been rebuffed as well. The Republi

; can
stance has already mellowed down to sgyln we
never meant seriously to impeach him and we

should be satisfied with a reprimand.

The vote has come as a big shot in the arm of the

E;EEE c:;rgﬂ 'Ihiet Wlhui;ce H{EIBE celebrated the out-
ously although sans champa

with unﬁf diet coke. This. isggound to do gpoogdntenatrlllg
American state machine which could be out of the
doldrums in more ways than one. The Democratic
gains in the Congress were buttressed by their sur-
prise successes in the gubernatorial polls. Califor-
nia, the bl%F:st state and New York, the most im-
portant, fell to Democrats after long years. The
message is this has been no freak development.

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.

Who is more corrupt?
Sir, We, as Bangladeshis. are
often viewed as "corrupt” by the
donors, tourists, expatriate
workers and by our own well-
provided people. But | wonder
whether our people are aware
that these very people and
agencies who regard us as "cor-
rupt” are taking the maximum
advantage of the same evil.

If one visits the bilateral or
multilateral organisations, one
will see the spouses of expatri-
ate staff working therlg. either
as cnnsultant?'qrr as full-time
staff, drawing fat salaries in US
dollar or equivalent taka.
These people do not have a work
permit, neither do they pay any
income tax to the Government
of Bangladesh. On inquiring.
they might say that they are
anin to their home country

ut that is not true in most
cases (they will not be able to
produce any valid papers sup-
porting their statement). Inter-
esting i; many of these people
wrangle out work-permits
through friends in the garment
factories and garment buying
offices and continue to live here
for unlimited period. Or else,
they live here as tourists and fly
out of the country every three
months to renew their visas.
Their employers are well aware
of such practices.

Should it not be the respon-
sibility of these agencies who
claim to be working in partner-
ship with the Government of
Bangladesh — to assist the gov-
emment by ensuring that the

ople they recruit or contract

ave all their "papers" in order,
according to the laws of the host
mu’[ﬁg %
things are happening as
a result of such nv:rsﬂgﬁt.%gnc.
the country is losing a huge
amount of tax revenue because
both these expatriates and our
local consultants do not pay
any income tax. Two, by Te-
cruiting or contracting these
expatriates — more by virtue of
being a "foreigner” than by their
skills — the young potential
people in our country do not get
any job opportunities in these
agencies.

The ent sector is no bet-

ter. Many of the buying offices

and factories recruit high-

school and college graduates
from Far Eastern countries —
most of whom also do not have
work permits and do not pay
any income tax and thus de-
stroying the job market for our
penﬁle.

the government is really
keen to earn more revenue for
the development of our coun
and to rehabilitate the flood-al-
fected l]:cupl::. as well as to en-
sure the creation of more job
opportunities for the people of
Bangladesh, it should start by
enlisting the expatriates and
local consultants in these agen-
cies and offices and see if they
have any ssion to work in
this country and whether they
pay any taxes.

Our income tax inspectors
are too busy trying to pursue the
ones who already pay their
;g_::: but they do not

bother to find out about
the ones who work in these
above-mentioned agencies and
yet have never bothered to
submit their tax returns or b
an income tax file with the con-
cerned authority.

Suborna Siddique
3/ 10 Kathalbagan, Dhaka

Seemyvisageurapoil

the mirror

Sir, Ever since we became a
free nation, one of the weighty
calls chanted so frequently by
the leaders at all occasions has
.been "hold aloft the |
image abroad.”" This has *
directed not only to

" command of tHe

Bangladeshis living abroad or

foreign service officials but also
to assemblies, rallies and meet-
ings held here in the country.
Now one could consider for
whom this image is and how
can this be held aloft. The for-
eigners know what Bangladesh
is for her tradition of hospital-
ity. sincerity. flood, rain, del-
uge, tidal bores and tornadoes.
e diplomatic missions work-
ing here much outweigh and
outshine Bangladeshis livin
abroad for their knowledge an
situation

-available ‘tHrolgh the media

—

and their own network.

Surkly the Bangladeshis liv-
ing abroad conduct themselves
in an orderly manner — are on
time in workplaces. never steal
or break the law of the land,
lead a peaceful social life and
have a reputation for their dili-
gence and sincerity. So a part of
the image is already there. But
what pictures do we and the
missions get here? Counterfeit-
ing of US dollars. passport.
warrant, marksheet, certificate.
adulteration of baby food.
medicine, history of liberation
strug;ﬂe, killing of Father of
the Nation and impeding
judgements, hijacking ballot
and tender box, beating up in-
vigilators, forging driving li-
cence, late attendance in gov-
ernment offices, loadshedding.
fake police officials, wrong

athological reports, killing

enefactors, inordinate delays
in project implementation, il-
legal arms in possession of uni-
formed personnel, extortion
and terrorism in broad day
light, leaking of question pa-
pers, incest and "rare example
of honesty". Besides, the for-
eigners themselves see thou-
sands of beggars in all traffic
signals, black smoke, traffic
jams and extreme pollution of
the environment.

Now why is this chanting of
"holdin ft image"? Do they
mean that the true image has
not been reflected? Your visage
will be refracted and reflected
in a normal mirror. That is
physics.

Iftekchar Hamid
9. Nawabpur, Dhaka

Restricted traffic
circle

Sir, It is a great relief that
our armed personne]l have
taken the challenge of easing
traffic congestion of the city. So
far they have done a commend-
able job. I request them to re-
move all the causes of traffic
congestion prevailing in
Dhaka. Areas where such con-
gestions are prevalent are
mainly near the traffic circles.
All kinds of public transport
stands/stops are located near
these spots.

Consequently. undisciplined
vehicle operators, estrians
and passengers of those public
transports cause serious con-
gestion for others. Traffic circle
is mainly designed to facilitate

. L v i e
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which is in practice in many
Indian cities and the passengers
must be made disciplined i.e.,
should be allowed to get on
board if they followed the
queue. Among pedestrians 'keep
to the right’ system should be
introduced and implemented.

A R Choudhury
Uttara. Dhaka
Using time,
w L I L ]

Sir, In the eve of the final
match recent Wills Interna-
tional Cup , a patient's father
started selling impatiently. I
asked her wh}rﬁne was doing so,
since the doctor is here and will
altend his patient. She replied
that since morning she had se-
vere abdominal pain and had
therefore gone to the emergency

—unit ol one of -the bi -gov-

ernment

hospitals of the «jty.

84| ~ but there was no doctor therel

traffic to cross an intersection
unopposed. It makes all vehi-
cles unidirectional while each
enter in it to cross the intersec-
tion. At this roundabout, each
vehicle operator controls him-
self and makes his way in a car-
ing and sharing manner. They
may become slow, but shouldn't
standstill. It is this stand-still-
ness which helps accumulate
huge number of vehicles of var-
ious kinds. I feel such accumu-
lation is the cause of long traffic
jam. Traffic circles, where
vehicles are allowed to go on
their own (Saat Rasta, Kakrail
near the Chiel Justice's Resi-
dence, Sahbagh, Shapla Chat-
ter, eastern end of Manik Mia
Avenue and Gulshan) do not ex-
perience jam as seen at traffic
circles controlled by the police.
The best example is Sanargaon
Hotel end traffic circle.
Initially, the armed person-
nel may try out by buildin
makeshift traffic circles at suc
sites with sand-bags to find the
outcome, before building per-
manent ones, Besides this,
buses may be allowed to follow
only the lane close to footpath

They waited for quite some
time, but in vain. Therefore
they had to go to a private
clinic, where one doctor saw her
but another doctor whom she
was referred to for a scan didn'{
turn up till 7pm! That is why
her father was so frustrated.
angry and impatient now. I un-
derstood then, any father with a
very sick daughter would be un-
der such circumstances.

~ Well, I thought since the
whole nation had left their
work, studies and duties to
watch or hear the running
commentary of these cricket
matches. doctors too must have
followed suit. Since most people
were having fun that must
normal! Few like us who were
not, must be abnormal, to work
at such a time! The whole na-
tion was lost in the match so
much so that the streets were all
bare and empty, in a city like
Dhaka. Well, if that patient
would have died because of ab-
sence of doctor. Would it be
doctor's fault or the ones who
put up a match every now and
then in a cricket-cr country
like ours, where people just go
overboard and forget all their
commitments and duties,

Things went to this extreme
that children were sent home
from school, only because the
attendance was so poor thanks
to the match! Not only in
school; attendance was poor ev-
erywhere — at colleges, in uni-
versities, in working places.
Everybody was glued to the TV
screen or to the radio or was at
the field to watch the show live!
What a crazel What a loss of
valuable time and work! As this

was nothing but a recreation.
Do people of other countries

like China and Japan also do
the same: leave all work and
studies to have fun! That too
only to watch but not to play. If
we played too then it would
have been some achievement,
but only to sit and watch for
hours together ghrir}g ug all the
normal activities, for days to-
gether, must be singular to our
cuunhg only. That too getting
into this euphoria every few
months, forgetting all other vi-
tal things at hand. Even the
media were so engaged with this
that they had forgotten all the
pending cases of rapes in uni-
versity, murder of Shazncen
and Rubel etc.

Is watching games so impor-
tant that students should com-
letely forget about their books
or a few days at a stretch. This

wasniever so when we were sto-- St
dents. If such is thewraze neown; »

days, then our r country
should abstain ifrom hosting
such matches in future, for we
can hardly afford to keep our

students away [rom their
classes and workers away from
their jobs. We can't afford this
luxury both in money expendi-
ture and waste of time.

What about the devastating
flood which has reduced so
many people to poverty and a
homeless state. And here we
are, instead of sharing their
sorrow and helping them, hav-
ing a great time ourselves in-
dulged in an absolute luxury
like the Wills cricket match in
our own city. It will indeed
serve some ;I:_tlurpuse if the
money earned here (if it is at all
more than what is spend on it!)
is used to give low interest loans
to the helpless farmers passi
their days in utter gloom while
the rest of us are engaged in
merry making, without any
thought for them or any feeling
of remorse. In fact those who
have been working for the
flood-stricken people may have
been lured away from their vi-
tal but boring work to the more
interesting cricket tournament.
What a timing for the match!

We could at least have waited
a few more months till our poor
people had been helped prop-
erly. Couldn't we have sacri-
ficed this much of pleasure for
our fellow countrymen? If we
don't help them in distress at
least we shouldn't be merry in
their hour of distress. It is not
much to ask!

Dr. Sabrina Q.Rashid.
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

On behalf of the school chil-
dren and the parents of this
cily, it is with great regret |
would like to bring to the notice
of the authorities concerned
that we have been facing a
tremendously chaotic traffic
durinf school hours in Dhan-
mondi area, specially Road No.
27 (old), where a good number of
schools are located. It has been
a long time that the traffic sit-
uation could not be brought un-
der control permanently. I am
sure, this is not because of in-
sufficient traffic police force or
any other reasons but purel
because of inefficiency and lac
of appropriate know-how in
controlling the traffic in that
particular area.

During the last few weeks all
of us have in the meantime ex-
Eierient:ed how successfully the

ilitary and Naval  police
managed the most unruly traf-
fic in some parts of the city. My
question is how could they do it
so successfully and why can't
our traffic police (meant for
traffic control) do it the same
way? Is this because of the lack
of traffic knowledge? Is this be-
cause of improper training they
have been given? Is this because
of intentional reluctance? Is
this because of the lack of traf-
fic education? Whatever the
reasons, |
of the city dwellers (specially

Save

personally, on behalf

Us from Chaotic Traffic in DRA

the TAX PAYERS), express my
long-standing frustration and
disappointment.

As we are all aware, all par-
ents have to drop their children
to schools five days a week.
This is a continuous process
that we have to follow until our
children are grown up for their
college and university. One can
imagine what a tremendous
mental stress and pressure we
and our children have to bear
every day during school hours,
between 7:30 and 9:30 in the
morning and again durin
break hours between 12:30 an
2:30 in the afternoon. It has be-
come an inhuman traffic atmo-
sphere all around Road 27 dur-
ing the said hours for both the
children and their parents.
Something has to be done to
straighten up the chaotic traffic
on an emergency basis to save
us from this situation. I would
sincerely request the authori-
ties concerned to take up the
matter very seriously.

In this context I would like
to give few suggestions which
may help in easing the ongoing
traflic jam at Road No 27 in
Dhanmondi Residential Area:

* During the peak hours
(from 7:00 am to 9:00 am and
from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm) the
whole road could be brought
under ONE-WAY traffic system,

either all the way from the Mir-
pur Road point towards Sat-
masjid Road or the other way
round — whichever appears to
be feasible.

¢ all U-turns and Right Turns
will have to be officially
banned on that road during
peak hours to facililate com-
mulers’ movement,

* No motorized and pon-
motorized vehicles should he
allowed to park beside the main
road during these peak hours.

* Official notifications must
be issued to all the school au-
thorities immediately to circu-
late amo the vehicle owners
(parents) to strictly follow the
traffic rules for maintaining
amuu;h tra!iﬁ:: movement, :

. nalty system may also
be intlx?;ducgdy:n thatyhnth
drivers and the owners of vehi-
cles are cautious and conscious
in maintaining the law and or-
der situation by any means.

If the above suggestions are
found feasible, then we have to
provide one more option for all
the wvehicles to turn back
through another road which
also needs to be made ONE-WAY
during the peak hours. For ex-
ample, | am commuting every
day from Gulshan to Dhan-
mondi to drop my children, one
in Sunbeams School (Road 27)
and the other in Mastermind

School (Road 28). If 1 enter from
Mirpur entrance point through
one-way Road 27 towards Sat-
masijid d then I need to come
back again through another ac-
cessible road to reach Mirpur
Road to drop my other kid in
Road 28. So, it would be advis-
able that the parallel road that
goes through Lalmatia and
meets Satmasjid Main Road,
could also be transformed into
ONE-WAY for traffic movement
either of the directions depend-
ing on what direction the traffic
is going to move in Road 27. Im-
plementation of this system
will facilitate both the com-
muters coming from the eastern
and the western parts of the
city. | am hopeful of obtaining
more ideas and suggestion from
all quarters; it will be very
helpful for all of us to commute
comfortably and peacefully
during the school hours.

I believe, if with our joint
and sincere efforts we can re-
ally solve this eve
problem in the area mentioned
above, hundreds and thousands
of ts will be relieved of an
unbearable mental stress that
has been troubling them for
quite some time. We should al-
ways remember — if there is a
will there is a way.

Azad Hafiz

ryday traffic

Women as defense
people

Sir, We strongly believe that
the women of our country are as
skilled as the Pakistani and In-
dian women.

It would have been for
the country if the present gov-
ernment took bold initiative to
recruit female cadets for the Air
Force, the Navy and the Army
in order to keep pace with time
and needs of the 21st century. In
our Liberation War in 1971 a
large number of wormen took ac-
tive part to help assist the free-
dom fighters against the ene-
mies, but a very few of them got
cognizance of thé civil society
and of the government.

Keeping this in mind, we re-
quest the government to take
s for the recruitment of fe--
ﬁa e cadets in the defense ser-

Ces.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka-1205.

Women's university

Sir, A separale women's uni-
versity now has become a ne-
cessity. The existing educa-
tional institutions' environ-
ment for the female students is
not so healthy; in fact it is pa-
thetic. Women feel insecure and
are not as free as they were in
their schools and colleges.

So the existing universities
should remain, but plan for
separate women's universities
should be undertaken as soon
as possible. Education Ministry
can transform some important

~women's colleges into universi-

ties. so that more women can
develop them in their fields and
uardians do not feel insecure
or the safety of their daughters.

Tanji-Tanim
Dhaka

During jumma
prayers
Sir, All are aware that

Jumma prayers on Fridays is
one of the most respectable reli-
gious gathering that takes place
in all the mosques all over the
world. I would like to bring to
the notice the following un-
wanted incidents that takes
place in the mosques.

[. myself. along with my
teenage son regularly attend the
Jumma prayers on every Friday
in a mosque located in Jigatala

area. | have noticed that a par-
ticular igmup of senior cilizens
of that locality invariably enter
the mosque a minute betore the
commencement of prayers and
Lhey force the younger groups to
move from the front space (
which they occupy lnt"l-ﬁ fore
the prayer starts) as if, the space
has been allocated permanently
for them only.

We know that a total of 10
rakats of namaz usually takes
place during the Jumma
prayers. Four rakats are to be
completed by each individual
on their own. Two rakats are to
be prayed under the leadership
of the Imam and then another
four rakats to complete the
course. It has been observed
that some people appear in the
mosque only to say the two
rakats namaz with the Imam
and invariably try to get space
in the front line by Jaushing and
dashing others and then go off
as soon as two rakats of namaz
is finished; by creating trouble
for others, when others must
have already started the rest of
four rakats of namaz to com-
plete the Emytr. My question is:
why do they have to cross all
the way to get space in the front
by creating trouble for others
just for two rakats namaz,
while they can easily do that

without disturbing anyone
ntandlnﬁ in one of the lines at
the back easily?

Saiful Karim

Jigatala, Dhaka



