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City Mohila
AL rally

The Dhaka City
Awami League held a rally in
front of the central office of
Awami League at Bangabandhu
Avenue yesterday aftermoon
demanding the trial of killers
of four national leaders, reports
BSS.

Presided over by president of
the City Mohila Awami League
Begum Nasibun Ahmed, the
meeting was addressed by pres-
ident of Bangladesh Mohila
Awami ue vy Rahman,
general secretary of the organi-
sation whip Professor Khaleda
Khanam, general secretary of
the e¢ity committee Nasima
Mantu. .

Begum Ivy Rahman in her
speech said, the verdict of the
Bangabandhu Murder Case
could not be obstructed through
conspiracy. on November 8 it
must be declared.

She said, the government
under the leadership of Prime
- Minister Sheikh Hasina is de-

termined to establish the rule of
law in the country.

Later the ralﬂ,_" paraded dif-
ferent streets of the city.

FAOQO to provide
Tk 2.24cr as
flood relief

Bangladesh will receive a
grant assistance amounting to
Tk 2.24 crore (475,500 US dol-
lars) from the FAO as flood re-
lief, reports APB.

The money will be spent un-
der two projects for supplying
emergency veterinary medicine
to flood-affected livestock
farmers and for assessing flood
damage in fisheries and live-
stock sector.

To this effect. two agree-
ments were signed at ERD yes-
terday.

The Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock will implement
the projects "Emergency Supply
of Veterinary Medicine and
Vaccine to Flood Affected Live-
stock Farmers in Bangladesh”
and "Assessment of Flood
Damages in Fisheries and Live-
stock tor."

ERD Deputy Secretary
Muhammad Abu Taher Khan
signed the deals on behalf of
Bangladesh government and
Hiroyuki Konuma on behalf of
the UN agency.

Woman

electrocuted
By Staff Correspondent

A female day-labourer was
electrocuted and six others in-
cluding two children were in-
jured when an overhead electric
wire snapped and fell on them
at Munsikhola under Demra
thana in the city yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Minoty Rani, 30, wife of Hira
Mon, a resident of Nichintipur
in Demra, police said.

The wounded six. identificd
as Basonti. 16, the dapghteg g
Minety, Ruma, 12, Rangmala,
50, Husne Ara, 12, Parboti. 18,
and Mariam, 30, were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). tfi::-lime and
hospital sources said.

According to police the inci-
dent took place when they were
preparing brick chips at a road
side place under a power supply
line at about 12.30 pm.

Hospital sources quoting the

injured and suddenly there was
an explosion in the power sup-
ply line and a wire snapped.
Fatally
taken to the DMCH where the
on duty doctors declared her
dead. The body was sent lo
DMCH morgue for autopsy,

BCU to launch

movement Nov 10

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University unit
of Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) will launch a movement
on November 10 to realise its
11-point demand.

The BCU leaders announced
this during an exchange of
views with members of the
Dhaka University Journalists’
Association (DUJA) yesterday.

The 11-point demand in-
cludes establishment of a muk-
tijudho research institute at the
univeraitfr. setting up of a com-
puter vil acFI:, cardphone facil-
ity for students, modernisation
of the university library. publi-
cation of results within two
months of examinations and

immediate holding of the
DUCSU election.

Shechchhasebak
League mass

procession today

Bangladesh Shechchhase-
bak League will organi

ise a mass
procession today demandin
punishment of the killers
u and those collab-
orated with the killers, reports

The procession will start

from Osmany Uddyan at 3
ahd march tﬁmugh various E;:;r
streets.

In a joint statement, con-

venor and joint convenor of the

Shechchhasebak League, Alhaj
Magbul Ahmed, MP and AFM
Bahauddin Nasim. have urged
all concerned to make the pro-
Cession a SUCCESS.

NGO office
ransacked in
Sirajgan]

SIRAJGANJ, Nov 4 (APBI:
Miscreants ransacked the office
of Proshika Manabik Unnayan
Sangstha at Natun Bhan
here :

Police said, a gang of 10-12
extortionists damag
of the NGO as its staff refused to
pay them Tk 20 thousand and
50 cartons of biscuits as toll.

¢« They also assaulted some
le there during the attack
which left five injured.

On receiving information,

the local TNO and the OC of the
Sadar thana visited the spot. A

case was filed.
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Mohila Awami League brought out a precession in the city yesterday demanding the trial
of the killers of Bangabandhu and four national leaders.

—Star photo

BMRC honoured

Bangladesh Medical Re-
search Council (BMRC] has been
honoured with the Primary
Healthcare Development Award
on the occasion of WHO's 50th
anniversary for its significant
contribution in the field of
Eﬁg]ary healthcare, reports

The award was scheduled to
be presented to the Health and
Family Welfare Minister at the
last meeting of the Ministers
for Health of South East Asian
countries held in New Delhi.

The minister could not at-
tend the meeting due to devas-
mtf‘:}% flood in the country. °

10 country representative
Dr Hardjotanajo handed over
the award to State Minister for
Health and Family Welfare
yesterday to present it to the
chairman of BMRC Profl Syed
Modasser Ali.

PKSF team
meets Kibnia

Finance Minister Shah AMS

Kibria said Jﬂslerda}r that the
NGO's would have to play effec-
tive and timely role side by side
with the government's activities
for the success of poverty
alleviation and post-flood re-
habilitation programmes, re-
ports B55.

The minister said this while
talking with the president and
members of the Palli Karma
Shahayak Foundation [PKSF)
who called on the former at his
office.

President of PKSF Prof
Wiahiuddin Mahmud. members
Prol. Mohammad Yunus and
Dr. Sheikh Maksud Ali took

part! in the discussion.

Arms recovered
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 4: Police
recovered a foreign light ma-
chine gun (LMG] and a pipe-gun
from Gacchi under Raojan
thana last night, reports ;

According to district police
control room sources. the arms
and 12 rounds of bullet were re-
covered on the basis ol the
statements of the arrested two
lerrorists,

Rashed and Dulu who have
been arrested on charges of sev-
eral criminal cases, earlier
admitted possession of the
arms and ammunition.

Police found out the arms
from a bag hidden at a grave-
yard near the house of the ar-
rested, the sources added.

i

3 shot by armed
men 1n Magura

MAGURA. Nov 4: Three vil-
Iaﬁers sustained bullet wounds
when a group of armed men
opened fire a{ Jaria village in
Sreepur thana on Tuesday
night, reports UNB.

Witnesses said about eight
armed men who identified
themselves as the members of
Sarbahara Party (Bidhan) de-
manded toll from the villagers
entering into some houses af
about 9:30 pm.

Bul they opened indiscrimi-
nate gunfire on the villagers
when they caught some of the
armed men. However, they lefl
the scene after the mob releasec
their accomplices.

Monojit Chakrabarty (40),
Ujjal (15). and Swapan (20), re-
ceived bullet injuries at differ-
ent parts of their bodies.

Police rushed to the spot and
sent the injured people to Sadar
Hospital.

Of the injured, Monojit's
condition was stated to be criti-
cal. He received bullet wounds
at his head and chest.

A case was filed with Sreepur
police.

Trust fund
established
at DU

A trust fund was established
yesterday at the Dhaka Univer-
sity in memory of Hasina Be-
gum, an Associate Professor of
Mathematics Department of
Kabi Nazrul Government Col-

lege, reports BSS.

AMAH Siddiqui, husband ol
late Hasina Begum and a retired
director of ILO's Asia-Pacific
regional office in Bangkok. ves-
terday handed over a cheque for
Taka one lakh to Dhaka Uni-
versity Vice-Chancellor Prof A
K Azad Chowdhury at the lat-
ter's office.

One meritorious student of
Mathematics Department of the
university, where she studied,
will receive one stipend every
year from the earnings of the
trust fund.

Prof Azad Chowdhury while
receiving the cheque thanked
:f}e donor E&r his noble g:stug:

this money to estab-
lis!?:h[:gmmt fund. o

Pro-vice chancellor Prof
Shahiduddin Ahmed. treasurer
Prof M Shamsul Haque, Dean of
Science Faculty Prof M Shafi
Chowdhury. chairman of
Mathematics Department Prof

M Nurul Islam and relatives ol
the donor were present on the
oCCcasion

------
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A scene from a European film that will be shown during the European-Bangladesh Film
Festival beginning in the city today.
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Euro-Bangla Film Festival
begins today

By Staff Correspondent .

A ten-day Europe-Bangla-

desh Film Festival ‘98 begins in

the cily today.

State Minister for informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed will inau-
gurate the festival at the audito-
rium of National Museum at 7
pm amid much fanfare and en-
Lthusiasm

A total of 41 films. including
31 recent movies from Den-
mark. France, Germany, Italy,
The Netherlands, Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom
and 11 Bangladeshi films, will
be shown in the festival.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the occasion, France
Lasnier, the director of the Al-
liance Francaise., said there
would be 72 screenings and that
the admission passes would be
collected for 20 each. The
films would be shown at the
National Museum and the Pub-
lic Library auditoriums. She
also said that the well-known
actresses, Shabnur. Papri and
Champa would patronise the
film festival.

Rossana Massari. the Cul-
tural Attache of Ita]f'. said that
there would be two films of the
'90s from Italy and they would
be a big change from the con-
ventional Italian films which

deal with social problems.
These films deal with psycho-
loghical interplay of the individ-
uals. Massari explained.

Sven Krauspe, the head of
Consular and Cultural Section
of the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany informed
that there would be six films
[rom Germany. These include
comecdies, Lhrillers, road
movies and Jewish stories.

Mahmood Noman, Assistant
Director ol the British Council,
acdded thalt there would be three
British films dealing wilth so-
cial aspects.

The press conlerence was
held at the Alliance Francaise
yesterday.

The festival is jointly organ-
ised by the Embassies of
France, Germany. Netherlands.
Italy. Denmark. Switzerland.
Sweden, the British High
Commission and the European
Delegation, the Alliance Fran-
caise the British Council, the
Goethe Institut in cooperation
with the Ministry of Informa-
tion, the Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs, the
Short Film Forum and the
Bangladesh Film Directors’' As-
sociation.

UNAB

United Nations Association
of Bangladesh (UNAB) organ-
ised a symposium yesterday,
marking the 52nd anniversary
of UN O, reports UNB.

Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury attended the func-
tion as chief guest while UN-
ESCO Country Representative
Ansar Ali Khan presented the

keynote paper.

In his paper, the UNESCO
Country Representative said
UNESCO stands for peace, jus-
tice, equality, freedom and sol-
idarity for the people.

He said UNESCO has made
significant contributions in
supporting government efforts
in education, especially the Ed-
ucation for All programme, sci-
ence and technology, culture
and communications.

Chaired by UNAB President
Prof Salahuddin Ahmed, the
function was addressed, amon
others, by its Secretary Gener
Syed Ahmad Hossain, promi-

HERE and THERE

t geologist Prof Abu Bakar
42::1 Dr S Arefin Siddique.

~ Dept of Drug
Control, UNDCP

The first course on Spe-
cialised Training on Intelli-
ence and Drug Enforcement
STIDE) concluded in the city
yesterday with distribution of
certificates amnng the partici-
pants, rcgoﬂa .
The Department of Drug
Control and United Nations
Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP) has jointly organised
the nine-day course for senior
officials of the department, po-
lice, BDR, coastguard and co-
mmissioned officers of Bangla-

desh Navy.
Director General of the de-
partment Nazmul Ahsan

Chowdhury distributed the cer-
tificates at the function which
was presided over by director
loperations] of the department
KM Ibrahim Hussain.

: Officials of the Department
o

were present on the occasion.

Ne

] R ﬁ

Control and the UNDCP I

in distribution
of VGF cards'

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 4:
Minister Lt General (retd) Mo-
hammad Noor Uddin Khan to-
day called for maintainin
fairness in the distribution o
Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF)
cards among the flood affected

peug:le in the country, reports

Any irregularities in the dis-
tribution of VGF cards would be
dealt with seriously, he said,
while distributing special VGF
cards among the flood affected
destitutes in the Paurashava
areas of the town,

The minister distributed
cards at Shaheed Muktijoddha
Hall and Narayanganj district
Awami League office on BB
Road.

Khan said the post-flood re-
construction worked including
the repair of damaged roads,
culverts, educational institu-
tions, improvement of rural
infrastructure, rural housing
scheme, and supply of fodder to
the cattle i« going on all over
the country.

The minister also attended a
meeting ol the district disaster
maniigemnent committee at the
DC office in the morning,

AKM Shamim Osman, MP,
SM Akram. MP. Emdadul Hoq
Bhuiyan, MP. Abdur Rahman,
DC, Narayanganj, and AHM

Noor Uddin were present on the

occasion.

JS body on Defence
Ministry meets

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on the
Ministry of Defence was held

esterday at the Sangsad Bha-

an with its Chairman Maj Gen
(retd) KM Shafiullah in the
chair, reports BSS.

The meeting discussed the
organisational structure and
training activities of the Ban-
gladesh Armed Forces.

The meeting was told that
there are various types of train-
ing institutions to provide
training to the members of the
Armed Forces.

Besides, three other institu-
tions like National Defence
College, Military Institute of
Science and Technology and
Armed Forces Medical Cnllﬁﬁe
have been established and the

academic activities in these in-

stitutions would start next year.

Committee members Col
(retd) Shawkat Ali. Mochammad
Farook Khan. Sheikh Helal
Uddin., Golam Mohammad
Quader, Lt Col (retd) Akbar Hos-
sain. Maj (retd}] Md Akhtaruz-
zaman and Prof Mohammad
Rezaul Karim attended the
meeting.

Defence Secretary Syed
Yusuf Hossain. Chief of Armed
Forces Lt Gen Mustafizur Rah-
man and high officials con-
cerned were present at the meet-
ing.

Filing of 'false

" cases against BNP -

men condemned

City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka yesterday con-
demned the filing of 'false’ cases

inst BNP men and the arrest
of hawker leader Abdul Latif
Giolap. reports UNB.

In a statement, Khoka al-
leged that police in the rflame of
raid are harassing BNP leaders
in the city and misbehaving
with their family members.

He said that the government
would not be able to foil the
mass movement by filing 'false”
cases against BNP leaders and
harassing their family mem-
bers.

“The fall of this antt—p:m})]lc
government is imminent." he
said demanding immediate re-
lease of the arrested BNP lead-
ers and withdrawal of all 'false’
cases filed against them.

CUFL resumes
production after
four months

CHITTAGONG, Nov 4: Chit-
tagong Urea Fertiliser Ltd
(CUFL) resumed its production
today after four months, re-
ports UNB..

CUFL's production remained
suspended since July 2 follow-
ingkshnrtfall of gas supply from
Bakhrabad Gas System Ltd
(BSSL).

CUFL sources said BSSL au-
thority agreed to supply the gas
of Ghorashal Fertiliser Factory
till November 28 as the factory
went for overhauling work.

BSSL supplies 57 million
cubic feet of gas to GFF whereas
CUFL needs 43 million cubic
feet for its production.

CUFL earlier suspended pro-
duction for 11 months since
July in 1996. The recent produc-
tion suspension has caused an
estimated loss of Tk 110 crore
to the factory.

BKSAL holds

discussion

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Awami League (BKSAL) has de-
manded exemplary punishment
to the killers of the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the four national leaders.

Al a discussion meeting on
"Four National Leaders and
Bangladesh" held at the Photo
Journalists' Association audi-
torium on Tuesday, the BKSAL
leaders also called upon the

ple to gear up movement for
establishing a exploitation-free
society and rule of law in the
courntry, says a press release.

The discussion was
to mark the Jail Killing Day.

BKSAL chairman Sharif
Mohammad Amiruzzaman,
secretary general Jainal Abe-
din, organising secretar
Shahidul Islam, publicity an

ublication secretary fiqul
slam, Rezaul Karim Majumder,
Rahima Abedin and Abdul
Khaleque Haolader also spoke
on the occasion, the release
added.

British parliamentarians say '

Talks only way out of war
® S @ I ]

COLOMBO. Nov 4: Sri Lan-
ka's military offensive against
Tamil rebels has become a zero-
sum game and peace talks are
the only way out, visiting
British legislators said Wed-
nesday, amid signs of battle
fatigue among the military and
the guerillas, reports AP.

e lawmakers arrived in
Sri Lanka ahead of next week's
trip by a senior British envoy,
Reports in Colombo say his
help may be sought toward re-
solving the civil war.

"Neither side can have a
military victory, it has to be ne-

otiations,” said William
‘Brien of the Labour Party.

The six-member delegation,
including three from the Labour
Party and three Conservatives,
met with President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, opposition
leader Ranil Wickremasinghe
and other leaders during the
trip.

Ht!'e:rrinF to the 25-year ef-
fort to resolve the Northern Ire-
land crisis, Conservative MP
Robert Walters said Sri Lanka's
15-year conflict has gone on

southern coast.

The visit by British envo
Derek Fatchett nning Nov
comes in the backdrop of re-
ports that the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment is looking for an open-
ing to resume peace talks with
the guerillas, who also appear
to be searching for a break.

Fatchett is coming to inau-

urate a British trade fair, but

is schedule includes meetin
with Mrs Kumaratunga an
Wickremasinghe. The two lead-
ers have been unable to on

a common approach to the
rebels,

Arms recovered
in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Nov 4: Police
recovered two country-made
firearms from Mahajanpara in
Longdu thana of the district
early Monday, police said, re-
ports AFP.

On a tip-off, a police team led
by ASP S M Rokan Uddin and
Longdu thana OC Abdul Ohid
went to Mahajanpara in the
long enough. “"We believe a con-  early hours of the day to nab a
ﬁdence-buildinﬁ process should gang of armed hoodlums.
start followed by peace talks,” e gaerzlgslers. 15-16 in
he said. number, fled the scene sensin

The parliamentarians were police presence, leaving behin
here on an exchange pro- two locally-made guns at a
gramme, but they took the op- nearby jungle.
portunity ‘to discuss the war The members of the group
that has left 55,000 people dead, were preparing to commit da-
1 million displaced and which  coity in the locality, police said.
has devastated parts of this In- A case was filed with the lo-
dian Ocean republic off India's  cal police.
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WP concerned
at unrest in
political arena

Workers Party (WP) has ex-
pressed concern at the unrest in
the country's political arena
over the verdict of August 15
killings, launching trial pro-
cess of the jail killings and the
initiative to probe into the Zia
murder, reports UNB.

"As in the past, attempts are
being made to divide the coun-
t?;ﬂ politics into pre and -
75 politics,” said a resolu of
the party's central committee
meeting in the city yesterday.

It said the Workers Party of
Bangladesh has always de-

manded trial of all killi , In-
cluding those of August 15 and
November 3, and of Sira

Sikder. Col Taher and Genera
Manzur,

The resolution said: "All the
parties in the three alliances
against autocracy are commit-
ted to end the politics of killing,
muwd conspi =

e process has begun
through the trial of the August
15 murders and jail killings,” it
noted, saying that at the same
time, people want to see the re-
alisation of Prime Minister's
commitment of holding trials
of all killings.

It said: People will refuse
with contempt any move to foil
the trial [;rnccdum as well as

any bid for rightist polarisa-
tion of politics.

The meeting demanded
bringing to book a le in-

volved from behind the curtain
in the August 15 killi and
Eulitical changeover, the Zia
illing and the usurpation of
power.
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