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How to be a Business Hub

Chittagong's status as the country's
“commercial capital” and how to go about turning
that thought into action has indeed been the sub-
ject of some debate. But the government'’s decision
in 1994 to make Chittagong the "commercial capi-
tal” of Bangladesh was not accompani€d by any
policy package designed to turn the rhetoric into
reality. In fact, there has not been any indication
from government circles -- then or now -- as to how
they see the transformation of Chittagong from a
major port city into a commercial hub. However,
while business leaders in Chittagong never tire of
complaining about the government’s failure to
shift headquarters of banks and major economic
institutions from Dhaka, the full utilisation of the
port city's potential depends on a lot more things
than shifting of buildings and bureaucracies.

Over the past three decades, Chittagong has

gradually lost its position to Dhaka, with the for-
mer's basic economic infrastructures such as roads

and highways, telecommunications; power supply
etc. remaining neglected.. The violent character of
local politics and the brazen interference of local
political bosses in the running of the port have
only made matters worse. Given such ground reali-
ties, what are the realistic prospects for Chittagong
re-emerging as a business hub?

It is clear that the government needs to improve
economic infrastructure in the city and invest
heavily in the region’s social sectors. Expansion of
the port, particularly with the addition of a pri-
vate-built terminal is vital. The government could
think of declaring Chittagong a special economic
zone, with appropriate fiscal incentives and other
supports, to attract industrial investment. But un-
less greater business activities are generated from
within, institutions such as banks would find it
pointless to shift the major part of their opera-
tions to Chittagong. But the city's political leaders
should also understand that their kind of politics
does not inspire confidence among entrepreneurs.
In other words, for Chittagong to become the coun-
try's “commercial capital”, it has to start behaving

like one.
Sind Imbroglio

In Pakistan's highly mercurial politics one crit-
ical threshold is crossed after another with the
country never appearing to come unstuck from a
state of flux. When Nawaz Sharif came to power
with a commanding majority in parliament many
liked to believe that it would be hunkydory then
on. In no time the expectation was belied as the
new Pak PM's row with the then Chief Justice over
some high judicial appointments created a consti-
tutional deadlock that virtually brought the gov-
ernment to a standstill for a couple of weeks. Since
this came about after the curtailment of presiden-
“itial powers through a constitutional-amendment
'the ruling party ha8l.smoothly piloted through par-
liament on the strength of its majority. observers
couldn't help being surprised by the turn of events.
But as the mess got untangled fresh hopes were
raised about steady and normal governance. These
got rekindled further down the line when Nawaz
Sharif successfully asserted his will over former
army chief Jehansik Karamat who, having impu-
dently criticised the government, courted prema-
ture retirement eating his humble pie. '

Sharif's this most auspicious political vindica-
| tion todate seems overtaken by the fact that on his
recommendations Sind Assembly has been sus-
pended and the province is placed under direct fed-
eral rule. The move comes a day after the ethno-
centric Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) broke
off its alliance with Sharif's Muslim League. Pak-
istan Prime Minister has been accusing MQM of
involvement in the recent murder of former
provincial governor Hakim Mohammad Saeed.
When the MQM had aligned with Sharif's Muslim
league it was viewed as a silver-lining around the
clouds over Karachi's ethnically troubled horizon.
Most people thought blood — letting would go on a
decline as some sort of political arrangement
emerged for the sake of coexistence between feud-
ing groups in the embattled region. Nawaz Sharif's
blitzkrieg may have put Karachi or for that matter
Sindh, back to Square One, if not worse.

Politics and the Underworld

Three suspected terrorists, two of them wanted
in multiple murder cases, were arrested on Thurs-
day night from the Jatiya Sangsad hostel room of
an MP representing a Noakhali constituency. The
police raid and the police version of what led them
to it is rather serious. The terrorists were holding a
briefing session in preparation of going out on
some murderous mission. And the news was leaked
to police.

There is nothing in law or the Constitution that
MPs elected to the Jatiya Sangsad will be angels.
But national politics has come to a pass when one
is no more scandalised by the news of leaders nur-
turing all kinds of bullies. The conduct of many
politicians of eminence is making the distinction
between a political worker and an identified crim-
inal less and less perceptible. This they are doing
as an expedient, forgetting that they are criminal-
ising politics, irremediably. They are, in fact, in-
| troducing the mafia mechanism and are already in

the process of being bounden to the dictates of the
mafiosi who call the shots and not they.

| It is possible, or rather very probable, that the
crime situation now largely involves politics and
politicians. The political parties and the Jatiya
Sangsad must soon find a way out. The government
can help do that in a very big way. Not by nabbing
and punishing but by creating ample employment
opportunities for the young people. Who are the
government? The MPs. They must not cultivate the
underworld and use and protect the criminals.
They must dare run for another term sans
terrorists. They must risk defeat — to win an

acclaim of more permanent nature.
o — ———-———-—-.—-—————J

Too Much Insistence, Too Little Attention

IX ministers wrote Lo
SFrime Minister Atal
Behari Valjpa}ree to
transfer a particular secretary
al the centre. Vajpayee kept
quiet. He did not move even
another secretary, who
annoyed the minister so much
that he stripped her of all
powers. It is not explainable
why Vajpayee failed to act when
he has himself complained
more than once that the bu-
reaucracy has not allowed his
government to function,

There can be two reasons.
One, he did not want to needle
the bureaucracy, which is al-
ready performing less and less.
Two, he was not sure if his
ministers were all that justified
in asking for the transfer of cer-
tain officers. Probably, there is
some truth in both the assump-
tions.

No doubt, bureaucrats are
only pushing files. They give
the impression as if they do not
take the BJP-led coalition seri-
ously. But this can be because of

litical instability. When they

ear about the threats by the
AIADMK on the one hand and
the Akali Dal on the other, they
come to believe that they do not
have to burn their fingers. Nat-
urally, if another government
is on the cards, bureaucrats
p]a}r"]?afe.
e ministers 1 have talked

to feel let down. One of them
said if they had a majority, no
officer would have dared to drag
his feet. "They are like a trade
union,” says Urban Develop-
ment Minister Ram Jeth-
malani. "You touch one, others
come 1o his or her rescue." But

he blames the Prime Minister -

HE political scene in Asia
I often causes concerns for
global peace and stability.
It is only logical corollary to
certain developments which
stem from some conflicts that
are in many ways intractable in
nature. There is no denying that
Asian security perspective is of
paramount importance for
world peace and tranquillity
and as such the trouble spots in
this continent need to be con-
tained as far as possible.

Asia has a large number of
sovereign countries ranging
from " vast population like
China and India to too smaller
nations like the Maldives — he
island-state in the Indian
Ocean. It has flourishing
democracies as well as commu-
nist nations and also king-
doms. All these on one hand
make the continent diverse as
far as the povernance is con-
cerned and on the other, pre-
sents an interesting spectacle of
power rivalry., quest for eco-
nomic progress and of late, des-
perate bids to boost milita

prowess by injecting nuclear -

capabilities.

Among the main trouble
spots in the Asia, certainly the
South Asia, where two main
countries India and Pakistan
have been in loggerheads for
lnn%, is the global attention. But
no less crucially important are

The essential problem is to develop a practical and realistic approach. The very word
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jon' is too

narrowly conceived. There is an obsession about rules and regulations and an acute shortage
of men of action.

== -

=T

for "not acting’.

Welfare Minister Maneka
Gandhi says that during the V P
Singh regime (she was also a
minister then), bureaucrats
took the initiative to put for-
ward suggestions and carried
out orders willingly. "Now they

ly prepare fat files tagged
'.n.rmezr just one remark: 'Note for
minister's order." They believe
that the government may fall at
any time and hence it is better
to ﬂa low."”

Commerce Minister R K
Hegde feels that the bureaucracy
has got politicised. It is coming
in the way of delivering the
goods. His impression is that
they have become "lords unto
themselves" and they have to be
disciplined if any government
is to move further. What he says
about politicisation is correct
Wecause some bureaucrats have
come to owe allegiance to the
BJP, some to Congress, some to
the Communists and some to
the parties of Dalits and the
backward.

Bureaucrats serve the inter-
ests of parties which pamper
them and consider them their
own. This has destroyed collec-
tive functioning. In fact, the bu-
reaucrats allied to one party see
to it that even the routine work
of the opposition party is
blocked. e worst aspect is
that even the topmost secrets
are conveyed to respective polit-
ical parties. Some ministers
confess that they do not express

their views frankly in cabinel
meetings because the officers
are present. ‘

This is a serious matter,
which all political parties must
ponder over. Theirs may be a
small gain. But the nation's loss
is enormous because no officer
feels accountable. He or she gets
away with everything because
of protection by political par-
ties. This is reprehensible and
all parties are blameworthy.

do not think that a country,
which eats, drinks and sleeps
politics, can now turn back and

— and good intentions — the
government offices continue Lo
work in the rut and carry on old
traditions which have little
significance today, An eminent
expert in public administra-
tion, Paul H Appleby, after his
visit to India in 1952, described
governmental procedures as
"cumbersome, wasteful and
dilatory." Today, even after 48
years of his observation. there
is hardly any change. The re-
sults of various committees and
commissions on administra-
tive reforms have been

BETWEEN THE LINES |

Kuldip Navar writes from New Delhi

agree upon keeping certain
fields like administration out
of politics. When ministers use
bureaucrats for political pur-
poses, it is not surprising that
the latter become dilatory and
defiant. All that the govern-
ment can do is to make such
rules as delineate the working
of the bureaucracy. Once the
boundary is outlined, it will be
easy to spot out the evasion.
Jawaharlal Nehru would
upenlﬁ sz}y that one of the prob-
lems he faced was "a reorgani-
sation of our administrative
structure.” But what surprises
one is that despite many efforts

marginal in their impact.

Take, for example, the sys-
tem of noting by various grades
of people. This has been done
away with in almost all other
countries. But it continues to
exist in India. Normally, there
should be only one note in the
file and that by the officers who
can take some action on it.
Other notes are just wasted.
Nehru emphasised this point.
But the system has not changed
much.

Still prevalent is the old
practice of the man at the bot-
tom of the hierarchy, generally
a clerk, writing the first "note”

on a file. Whatever else is
recorded subsequently, the orig-
inal note forms the basis on
which depends the fate of the
case. There is nothing deroga-
tory about a clerk %ilvlng Is
opinion. But it only shows that
a case is-not straightway dealt
with at a high level to lessen the
red tape on one hand and to en-
able an officer of experience
and calibre to dispose it of
quickly on the other.

At present, there is too much
insistence on communication
through formal channels, too
much cross-reference. too many
reviews by legal officers, too
much control of details, too
much pre-occupation with ‘sav-
ing' rupees too little atten-
tion to effectiveness. Adminis-
tration is primarily the conduct
of programmes beneficial to the
nation. Hence the importance
of objects, targets, results, re-
sponsibilities and the delega-
tion of authority. Mobilisation
of men, infusin
purpose and making them re-
sponsible for producing results
is the challenge before coun-
try. If we are to work for a wel-
fare state, the whole of our ad-
ministrative structure has to
function somewhat differently.

The essential problem is to
develop a practical and realistic
approach. The very word 'ad-
ministration’' is too narrowly
conceived. There is an obses-
sion abouit rules and regula-
tions and an acute shortage of

How Serious are Asian Trouble Spots

Among the main trouble spots in Asia certainly the South Asia, where two main countries - India and
Pakistan - have been against each-other for a long time, is the global attention.

conflicts like in the
Afghanistan, Korean Peninsula
and part of the continent that
covers countries like Iran. Iraq,
Kuwait and others that also fa
in a way in the Middle East cat-
egory in the context of the very
nature of the crisis.

The East and the South-east
Asia is relatively less tense on
political plane although some
countries there are facing eco-
nomic crises of big proportions
including such economic giants
like Japan and South Korea.
Indonesia and Malaysia are in
the midst of domestic political
movements bul these do not
pose any threat to the general
political climate of Asian re-
gion.

According to a report by the
London-based 11SS think-
thank, the political tensions in
Asia have increased in recent
times mainly because of the nu-
clearisation of India and* Pak-

© 1stan. The annual report of the

lISS says that these two coun-
tries fought three wars in their
more than fifty years of exis-
tence but dangers involvin

them have increased manifol

following their atomic explo-
sions in May this year. India

had exploded nuclear devices
way back in 1974 and it im-
roved its capability in the field
E}r several detonations while
Pakistan, so far remained re-
strained on the issue. followed
the Indian suit when it also
carried out several explosions
in late May this year. When In-
dia possessed the bomb and its
arch-rival Pakistan did not
have it officially, the balange of

countries between them account
for 80 per cent of the defence ex-
penditures of South and Central
Asia and their budget every year
takes away more money for the
defence sector. As their mili-
tary might expands. the threats
to the peace in the region also
escalates. |

The two Koreas have the his-
tory of belligerence for long and
North Korea has built up a vast

o [ 1.1

o

power definitely tilted towards
India ‘which is otherwise also
bigger in size and population
The 1SS feels that now that
bath rountries have bombs: the

< chances of wider conthicts be-

tween' them mnvolving muclear
power have only increased. In
that case, the dangers have un-
doubtedly enhanced in the
South Asia and this scenario
poses serious challenge to world
peace and stability. These two
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army over the years as it feels
that only defence can protect it
from rival South Korea which
1s. supported by the western
powers led by the United 'States.

oo Soree reperis suggest that

bulk of its armed forces includ-
ing 80 per cent of the artillery
and the missiles are positioned
within 60 km distance of the
South Korean borders. Their
hostilities are no new but some
developments indicate that the

environment in the Korean
Peninsula may worsen if the
North Korean regime finds it
difficult to cope with the inter-
nal problems. Food shortage
and some kind of uncertainty —
albeit small in nature within
the ruling authority may at one
stage encourage it to riment
military clashes with the other
Korea because this may help the
North to tide over domestic
problems.

Certainly, this is only an
apprehension that depends on
the future course of events in
the Peninsula as well as within
the North itself. But the dangers
cannot be ruled out.

Afghanistan scenario re-
mains full of unpredictable
events despite the success of the
Talibans in controlling most

arts of the embattled country.

e situation there had also
brought Iran within the prox-
imity of getting involved in the
uﬂhr_u%lhm However, of late,
there has been a thaw in the
tensions caused by Iran's like-
lihood of involving itself in the
conflict. The Afghan tangle is
very complex in nature and it
seems that it would remain a
trouble spot even if the Talibans

them with

men of action. The present rules
do not permit quick vertical
nmiobility. They should be
amended to Ipruvidt Imore op-
portunities for promotion at
the lower level. Those who excel
should be adequately rewarded.

One other way to get results
is to restructure the civil ser-
vices. The present system of
classification of the posts into
four classes, or gazetted and
norn-gazetted, should be abol-
ished. The services can be di-
vided into technical and non-
technical. And those jobs,

which necessitate the posting of
employees to rural or haz-
ardl;un areas, should c not
only a substantial allowance

but also sion at a higher
scale. pes £

Effective leadership by the
Vajpayee government's minis-
ters is important. It does not
consist merely in issuing direc-
tives and securing their com-
pliance. Ministers have to set
an example of dedication and
total involvement in work.
Their conduct, hours of work
and willingness to fully shoul-
der the burdens of office will
tmhcy lllll e :]ﬂ'nct. But if

ave c ains in
view, l]:xey”éf:nut be :fbjcctiv:.
The bureaucracy can exploit
this. Probably this is what is
happening. Ministers' com-
laints are probably justified.
ut when the entire adminis-
tration is run by important or-
ganisations outside the

ov-
. ernment, for example, the ESS

and the communist politburo,
public servants are bound to use

the opportunities to play poli-
tics.

or faction
nds a firm
whole coun-

of any other %mu
there eventua
grip to control t
try.

There are other trouble spots
in the Asian region but three or
four major conflicts capped by
the Indo-Pakistan tensions
over "Kashmir” pose real threat
to the political stability .

Many Asian countries are
mired in poverty. Yet these
countries are now in the hot
race for strengthening military
Emwess. Continuing conflicts

ave come down heavily on the
economies of these nations af-
fecting their people. Iraq-Iran
war had continued for a long
time, and Afghanistan scene
shows no signs of abating, and
India and Pakistan continue to
build up arms capability and
strengthen atomic powers. Two
Koreans are facing each other.

It is in this context, Asia has
all the potentials to witness an
aggravation in the political
climate even though nothing is
alarming at the current stage.
Asian nations which are not

» much involved In the tensions.

should strive hard to see to it
that the tensions are lessened
before they are exploded in
wider scale. The peace-loving
nations in other continents can
also contribute to this effort to
improve the political environ-
ment in this biggest continent.

Gerald Ford on President Clinton’s Impeachment
by Khandakar Q Elahi

The picture of American society currently depicted in many minds all over the world, is the graphic details
of President Clinton’s affairs with Monica Lewinsky in the Kenneth Starr’s report.

HE House of Representa-
tives has now authorized
its Judiciary Committee
to begin an enquiry on
President Clinton's possible
imﬁeachmenl: the Committee
will determine whether Mr.
Clinton has committed “High
Crimes and Misdemeanors”,
the Constitutional require-
ment for impeachment. The
outcome of the enquiry is not at
all clear. Mr. Clinton is in
trouble for having an extra-
marital affair with a White
House intern. But the charges
do not concern this matter:
They are perjury — yintg under
oath, and obstruction of justice.
Under the circumstances,
former President Gerald Ford's
suggestion merits evaluation,
particularly because it was
widely publicized by the print
media and debated in the TV
discussion programmes. He
made this suggestion in an arti-
cle published in The New York
Times on the 4th October ti-
tled: The Path Back to Dignity.
It may be recalled that Mr.
Ford himself became President
in 1974 after Richard Nixon
had resigned under the threat
of impeachment. President
Ford writes, “I resolved to sa
nothing unless my words adch
constructively to the national
discussion...This much now
seems clear: whether or not
President Clinton has broken

any laws, he has broken faith
with those who elected him...

“The question confronting
us, then, is not whether the
President has done wrong, but
rather, what is an appropriate
form of punishment for his
wrongdoing. A simple apolo
is inadequate, and a fine would
trivialize his misconduct...]
think the time has come to
pause and consider the long-
term consequences of removin
this President from office ba
on the evidence at hand.

“The House Judiciary
Committee should be able to
conclude a preliminary inquiry

into possible grounds for
impeachment before the end of

~the year...Imagine a President

receiving not an ovation from
the people’s representatives, but
a harshly worded rebuke as
rendered by members of both
Ecarties. I emphasize: this would

a rebuke, not a rebuttal by
the President.

“Let all this be done with-
out partisan exploitation or
mean-spiritedness. Let it be
dignified, honest and, above
all, cleansing. The result, I be-
lieve, would be the first mo-

ment ol majesty in an otherwise
squalid year. At 85. [ have no
personal or political agehda,
nor dol have any interest in
“rescuing” Bill Clinton. Butldo
care, passionately, about
rcscuing the country I love
form further turmoil or
uncertainty.”

Few people would doubt
Mr. Ford's sincerity, but
gquestion remains: Would his
suggestion, if accepted, serve
the purpose — save President,
the institution; not President,
the person?

[ would examine this ques-
tion shortly, but before that Mr.
Ford's principle of making the
suggestion needs to be clarified.
More specifically, he raises the
question: Has Mr. Clinton
broken any law? The
institution of marriage, that
forms the foundation of all
human societies, is regulated
by two sets of laws — one reli-
gious and the other state. Extra-
marital affairs are crimes un-
der both laws: It is a sin under
religious laws and a crime un-
der civil laws.

The state prevents this
crime by threatening material
punishment, while the religion

prevents it by arousing human
conscience and warning pun-
ishment after death.

Mr. Clinton has committed a
crime: The public and the mem-
bers of the Congress know it
and the President has admitted
it

The question thus is: What is
the proper dose of punishment?
A person’s conduct is treated as
a crime if it violates laws of the
society in: which they live. The
severity of a crime is deter-
mined by the potential injuri-
ous effects that the conduct
may produce in the society. By
saying, "a simple apnlnﬁy or a
fine” is not the proper dose of
punishment for President Clin-

ton, Mr. Ford recognizes that
this is not an ordinary case.
For, these are the normal
unishments prescribed by
aws of the society: The hus-
band apologies to the wife. If
the wife forgives the husband,
the matter ends there; if not, the
matter is settled in the court,
which usually involves some
kind of material compensa-
tion.
In my estimation, taking
Mr. Clinton’s crime lightly.

appro

poses a potential threat of en-
dangering the foundation of
three vital institutions, not
only in the US, but all over the
world: the institution of mar-
riage, the institution of pgov-
ernment and the institution of
democracy. First, marriage is
a moral institution ba orn
trust and commitment. They
are absolutely necessary for
achieving the purpose of mar-
riag:: procreation of children
and development of a humane
society. A couple cannot per-
form their c’C‘gr:nlrt:ntavd duty of

creating g citizens if there
are no love and respects be-
tween them; trust and com-

mitment are the foundation of
these supreme values.

Forgiving President Clin-
ton for his illicit sex, amounts
to gi this crime a national
. Second, What impact

r. Clinton's illicit sex por-
tends on the institution of
Presiden If Americans do
not object to Mr. Clinton's ex-
tra-marital affairs. they will
have nothing to say if they get
a president who is single and
establishes sexual relations
with many women. By doing
this the President will break no

civil law,

As Thomas Paine, Ameri-
ca's godfather, says, “Power
corrupts everybody... Were the
impulses of conscience clear,
uniform and irresistibly
obeyed, man would need no
other lawgiver”. Finally,
whether people like it or not,
America is the leader of the
world, a role it has been effec-
tively playing since the end of
WWIL And by virtue of the spirit
and promise with which Amer-
ica was born, she could claim
some authority of "moral lead-

ership of the free world” yet to
be created. Democracy. not the
naked capitalism, is the hope of
humanity's existence on the
earth.

The Cold War has ended.
This has created a unique po-
litical atmosphere for all-out
efforts to institutionalize
democracy all over the world,
America risks damaging its
moral leadership authority be-
cause of President Clinton's sex
scandal. For, the picture of
American society currently de-
picted in many minds all over
the world, is the graphic details
of President Clinton's affairs
with Monica Lewinsky in the
Kenneth Starr's report.

The writer, a_former Associ-
ate Professor of Bangladesh
Agricultural

University, now lives in
Canada.
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Sir, After the catastrophic
flood in the country have come
the flood lights at the Banga-
bandhu Stadium, Dhaka.

While we whole heartedly
welcome the holding of first
ever knockout world cup inter-
national cricket tournament in
Bangladesh, we wonder whether
it was not more perceptive and
justified to hold the out-door
game in day time when frequent
power failure, recurrent load-
shedding and fluctuation of
voltage are regular feature in
the country.

Would the Ministry of En-
ergy and Mineral Resources,
Ministry of Youth and Sports
and President of BCB kindly
clarify the matter?

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Sir, Slowl
that less chil
is good, not only for the well-
being of the family as a whole,
but also for the children, is
coming into our ordin peo-
ple’s mind. But once they decide

the awareness
in the family

to have a small family the
harder part comes — how to
keep their family small? No
means of contraception is per-
fect, 'accidents’ of unwanted
pregnancies occur while usin
most of them. Then most o
them have side affects which
vary sometimes from person to
person. So that some contracep-
tives don’t suit some people at
all and they just cannot tolerate
them.

S0 the choice for them gets
narrower and narrower, as they
find more and more contracep-
tives unsuitable for themselves,
Because use of contraceptives is
not for a month or so or an year
or so. But for years and years
together, once one has decided
that he or she doesn't want any
more children. and that their
family is complete now.

Ideally both husband and
wife should share this respon-
sibility of avoiding unwanted
pregnancies. In our country
strangely enough men don't
want to take this trouble at all
and leave it entirely to the help-
less women. But the women of
our country are mostl
cated or have the minimum ed-
ucation. They can't understand
or take seriously this responsi-
bility and often get pregnant.
Even while taking Jills! This

unedu- -

happens because they miss a
few pills, by forgetting or just
out of carelessness.
Intrauterine contraceptive
device or IUCD doesn’t suit
many and leads to pelvic infec-
tion in many. Hormone injec-
tions or Norplant are also not
free from various side affects eg.
irregular bleeding. So in the end
many womern, just stop using
any thing out of frustration, But
since they still want to keep
their families small and since
their husbands don’'t cooperate
at all, they have no alternative
left but to go for abortion,
which is called menstrual regu-
lation or M/R. to, sort of, cover-
up what you actually are doing!
M/R certainly is not and
should not be used as a
‘contraception’ to keep the
family size small. But this is
what most women are doing out
of desperation, in our country.
One woman gave the history
of going through as ma{vr as ten
M/Rs in 11 years! What an
‘easy’ way of family planning!
Most women go through atleast
two or three M/Rs to keep their
family size small. This is not
good either medically or ethi-
cally or religiously even. Not
only it is on unabated but
it is also on the rise with the
passage of time and women get-

ting more and more aware Tmss
busy with their protession anil
other activities, With it, is also
rising the side affects and
complications of induced abor-
tion or M/R — both in cities and
in villages. One woman had her
first three pregnancies aborted!
Then the fourth one that she
wanted to have turned out to be
Ectopic pregnancy (pregnancy
not located in the normal place)
— most likely a complication of
the repeated M/Rs. For her the
only treatment now was surgery
on emergency basis. Common-
est complication of M/R is
pelvic inflammatory disease,
which in turn leads to many
other problems e.g., sterility or
inability to conceive, chronic
pain etc.

In villages the problem gets
even more serious and life
threatening because the abor-
tion is carried out by lay women
or absolutely untrained mid-
wives, Who haven't the slightest
idea how to c out the whole
procedure taking all the :
precautions. So the results are
as devastating as expected.

Few days back a woman pre-
sented to the doctor W’llll':l’ a

ainful and tender mass in
ower abdomen. She gave the
history of inserting a stick into
her private parts, which the ig-

norant mid-wife had glhven her
to abort her pregnancy. But it
didn’t and instead led to man
serious complications. Finally
she had to go to the doctor for
D&C i.e. dilatation, evacuation
and curettage. Still her suffer-
ing didn't end. The stick that
she had inserted , perforated
her genital organs and entered
her abdominal cavity. There it
Frnduced an inflammatory
ump or mass. She was in ago-
nizing pain till the abdomen
wai:é;cned up and the stick re-
moved, surgically.

These lay women who cause
sufferings of this magnitude to
the r women of our country,
should be caught and send to
jail! How dare they practice
something of which they have
no knowledge or training at
all? Our mass media should be
used to make people aware of all
these and many such hazards
to their health, instead of harp-
ing on the same tune day in and
day out.

Another thing, since men in
our coun want more and
more children, they should be
allowed in the labour room to
watch the agony that his
beloved wife goes through, to

resent him with a child.
aybe that will make them
think twice before wanting too

many children | When you ask
them why do they want so
many children. The answer
comes, who is going to ‘eat’ so
much -of wealth that he has ac-
cumulated? Well, why not do-
natel

Dr. Sabrina Q. Rashid.
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Pain in the neck

Sir. The success of a writer
depends on how many people
were moved by his/her works.
Depending on that, Taslima
Nasreen should be hailed as a
very successful writer,

¢ mere presence of her has
made fundamentalists press
and dry-clean their panjabis
and hit the streets, Not only
that, they are now planning for
la:-l f?sting session too. How no-
e

It is strange how Ms Taslima
can pump the blood in all these
l:veop e's veins, Now we hear the
erms like "Jihad" and "Islamic
Courts” too. Is this what fun-
damentalists do for a living,

‘create confusions and trouble

Dhaka



