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The Lang:for-Pegce D_eal

The serious question arises over the next and indeed the final step — the final status negotiations. Spoon
feeding by the US President as was done in Wye River negotiations cannot continue and may not yield the

optimum results in the "Final Status" negotiation. There both parties will have to proceed with very open

THE most powerful man on
earth the President of the
United States, invested
85.5 hours of his precious time
to produce the interim Middle
East Peace Agreement — the
Peace-for-Land deal between
Palestinians and Israelis,
which was signed in the evening

of October 23. 1998 at the East

Wing of the White House. It is

probably a unique instance of
direct diplomacy by the US
President that not only broke
the log jam but also brought
considerable confidence among
the feuding parties. It was Pres-
ident Clinton's statesmanship,
determination and firm com-
mitment that led to the success
of this negotiations between
two foes — Netanyahu and
Arafat — at Wye Rive Plantation
in Maryland. An excellent job
done.’

In the Signing ceremony, in-
deed, the long hand shake be-
tween Netanyahu and Arafat re-
flected the success and satisfac-
tion for both — Netanyahu giv-
ing a muted smile indicating
some satisfaction and Arafat,
as usual, gave an extended long
smile expressing deep satisfac-
tion over the deal after a long
stalemate. The interimm agree-
ment would undoubtedly be the
basis for the "Final Status” ne-
gotiations which should start
soon. The world must also ac-
knowledge the untiring efforts
and negotiating skill shown by
a lady — Secretary of State Al-
bright who spent all nine days
in the Wye River and worked
hard to resolves seemingly un-
resolvable issues. The world
must also appreciate the impor-
tant role played by King Hus-
sein of Jordan who has been ill
for sometime and indeed
jumped out of hissick bed when
SOS call reached him to join
the negotiation. The role played
by President Mobarak and
other leaders fromdistance was
also considerable.

The overt role played by the
CIA director was quite unique
and interesting l:.uuts-«:m:rn:in;il a
loaded one. The preésence of CIA
in anything poses problem for
many people around the world
and particularly those in the
Middle East, but a it seems,
CIA Director's supportive role
in the negotiation biought con-
fidence among the Israeli nego-
tiators. Without CIA's assurance
the issue of securityfor Israelis
would have created further
problems particularly after the

bomb blasts in Beershesha,
south of Jerusalem, dudng the

negotiations: Indeed, in the
final status negotiations even
bigger support would be needed
from CIA and other US estab-
lishments which can give secu-
rity guarantees to the Israelis.
Indeed, the security guarantee
has really to be given by the US
and not by Arafat. Arafat's se-
curity guarantee would be
somewhat symbolic as his es-
tablishment is yet to be made
ready for such operation and
that also against Israelis.

The specific provisions in
the Palestinian Charter on "de-
struction of Israel” can be
erased by consensus or major-
ity vote but this cannot be re-
moved from the heads of many
who have been suffering for

ears. The arrangements must
Le in place to guard against
them until they reconcile with
the idea of living as neighbours,
otherwise the accord cannot be
implemented successfully.
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mind and vision.

cent of the West Bank land.

s The establishment of a
committee with Palestinian
and Israell members to discuss
a third withdrawal.

¢ Opening of the Palestinian
airport in Gaza. |

e The guarantee of safe pas-
sage — road link for Palestini-
ans between Gaza and other
Palestinian territory.

As it seems the entire Middle
East, barring only the rightists
and the radicals in both camps,
ﬁv: support to the peace deal.

e Jewish settlers protested

ainst the deal as, according to
them, nobody has any right to
give away the land God
promised to them and created
serious law and order situation.
Recent poll shows 74 per cent of
the Israelis gave support to the
peace accord. Similarly, the
radicals in the West Bank and
Gaza protested and burnt US

and Israeli flags. but a great ma-

Even Netanyahu, apart from
using security often as political
ploy. is obsessed with idea of se-
curity threat from the Arabs.
This is why he still opposes
Palestinian State. He says there
are enough threats from coun-
tries like Syria, Iraq and also
Iran and he feels that a Pales-
tinian State would only add to
the security problem. Ne-
tanyahu is apparently wrong in
his assessment as the Pales-
tinian State, if achieved with-
out further bloodshed, could in-
deed work as a buffer and help
solve other Israeli problems
with the Arabs.

The last minute obstacle on
the issue of release from jail of
Jonathan Pollard, a US citizen
who spied for Israel, had held
up the signing of the Accord for
several hours, but ultimately
the agreement was signed on a
review assurance from Presi-
dent Clinton. The Land-for-
Peace deal consists mainly of
the following:

* An Israeli release of over
750 of the 3000 Palestinians
held in Israeli jail.

* A security plan under CIA
supervision to arrest the alleged
terrorists and confiscate
weapons.

* An lIsraeli troop pullout
from an additional 13.1 per

ority gave support to the peace

jd:a : gHamaspp?eader Sheikh
Yassin continued to speak
against any deal with Israelis
until they vacate Palestinian
land.

It would, undoubtedly be dif-
ficult to implement the peace
accord as the radials will create
all obstacles at every stage in-
cluding committing violence.
Already some Israelis and
Palestinians have been killed
in the violence that erupted
immediately after the deal was
signed. The radicals in the
Knesset moved no confidence
motion against Prime Minister
Netanyahu but failed to oust
him as Labour supported the
deal. But the would un-
doubtedly continue. The opposi-
tion Labour, thuuiﬁh they sup-
port the peace deal, may try to
take advantage of the situation
for an early election. Labour see
a good possibility of its return
to power as process it ini-
tiated has gained wide support
among the Israelis. Labour
should, however, take into ac-
count the changed situation
with Netanyahu; he has crossed
the bridge thro his hand was
firmly held by the President of
the United States.

The serious question arises
over the next and indeed the fi-

nal step — the final status nego-
tiations. Spoon feeding by the
US President as was done in
Wye River negotiations cannot
continue and may not yield the
optimum results in the "Final
Status" negotiation. There both
parties will have to proceed
with very open mind and vi-
sion. Arafat may probably sur-
vive that test as he probably
does not bother much about the
situation on the ground but not
Netanyahu as he has serious
mental reservation over the is-
sues relating to peace with the
Palestinians. As Netanyahu
faced serious agitation and in-
deed violence from the settlers
and ultra-rightists on arrival at
Israel he described the Middle
Eastern deal as "painful for Is-
rael” and the best that could be
achieved under bad circum-
stance. He even suggested that
"his arms had been twisted to
the breaking point before he
agreed to it.”

“This is very painful. It is
very difficult. and for every one
of us, every mountain, every
valley every hill is a part of the
history of our people and
speaks to us. To hand over even
a centimeter of the Land of Is-
rael to the Palestinian author-
ity is very, very difficult, ... We
fought with all our strength,
like lions, in order to reduce”
the size of the territorial con-
cession made. Even if one sees
this as an attempt to calm pub-
lic anger this does reflect his
attitude towards peace with
Palestinians. Therefore it is
difficult to expect much from
him in the Final Status negoti-
ations. There Labour is expected
to show greater flexibility and
as such its return to power
should be welcomed by those
who want peace in the M-E.
However, this would certainly
depend on the people of Israel.

May 4. 1999 should remain
as the deadline for resolving all
major issues including Pales-
tinian statehood so that Arafat
would not have to resort to uni-
lateral declaration of Pales-
tinian state. As the world could
see, like all others he also
seems to be quite conscious of
his health situation and he may
not like to leave things in the
hands of others. As "others” are
quite unknown and somewhat
uncertain, it may not be safe for
any party either. Therefore. ev-
ery effort should be made to
conclude the “final deal™ as
quickly as possible. May 4.
1999 is not far ofl.
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ME Agreement: An Appraisal

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

Both parties will have to ensure that violence does not occur, and it can

be difficult in an environment where

trust has disappeared between them. The next final step of a permanent peace settlement between the parties

N Friday, 23 October, an
Omterim peace deal was
signed between the Israeli
Prime Minister and the
Chairman, Palestine Authority
at the White House in the
presence of President Clinton
and other dignitaries including
King Hussein of Jordan.. The
agreement was an outcome of a
long. tough and difficult
negotiations for almost non-
stop nine da;s. President
Clinton put in 78 hours for 7
days with his incredible
rsistence to ensure that the
talks did not fail. He enlisted
the ailing King Hussein of Jor-
dan who acted as a conciliator
between the two parties. What
makes the King important was
his relationship with the hawk
of Israeli politics, new Foreign
Minister Ariel Sharon, a sol-
dier-politician who champi-
oned extensive Jewish setlle-
ments in the occupied Wesl
Bank. President Clinton also
called Vice-President Al Gore
in the negotiations because the
Vice President was considered
one of Israel's strongest sup-

‘porters in the US Administra-

“u"What do the parties

achieve ?

Both parties had to make
compromises in the deal. Put
simply, Palestinians got 13 per
cent more land in the West
Bank in exchange of its security
guarantees to the Israelis
backed and supervised by the
US. The Israeli troop with-
drawals will be carried out in
three stages over a 3-month pe-
riod from the 13 per cent land.
The deal included that 750
Palestine prisoners would be re-
leased by the Israeli authori-
ties, two safe passage corridors
be allowed between the West
Bank and Gaza for the free
movement of the Palestine
people and the opening of the
Gaza international airport and
seaport in the southern Gaza
strip. Further deployment of
troops by Israel was incorpo-
rated in the interim ment.

Israel got iron clad security
guarantees from the Pales-
tinian Authority which would
be verifiable, a commitment
from Chairman Arafat to fight
terrorism in close collabora-
tion with Israel and US au-
thorities, arrest of 30 people
accused by lIsrael of terrorisin,
confiscation of weapons from
militant Palestinians with the
assistance of the US agency
(ClA) and the revocation of the

clause relating to the destruc-
tion of lIsrael from the 1964
Founding Charter of Palestine
Liberation Organisation by the
Palestine Central Council ( 110
member body) in which Presi-
dent Clinton would be present.

This agreement is called an
interim one because the four
difficult questions needed to be
resolved in future as per Oslo
Accord of 1993 and these are (a)
question of Palestine Statehood
as an independent nation side
b¥ side with Israel, (b) the status
of Jerusalem city (will it be di-
vided between the two? or will
the whole city belong to Pales-
tinians? (c¢) repatriation of
Palestinian refugees living in
other countries and (d) the sta-
tus of Jewish settlements on the
occupied West Bank since 1967.
These are tough and sensitive
questions and the commence-
ment of the discussions on the
issues will depend on the im-
plementation of this interim
agreement by both the parties.

As | said earlier the agree-
ment was a compromise one.
Their original demands were
more robust than they had
agreed. Israel wanted extradi-
tion of Palestinian suspects and
Israel would pull back its troops
starting with only 1 per cent
from the West Bank in future.
Palestine Authority wanted Is-
rael to disarm Jewish settlers
on West Bank and they refused
to annul PLO Charter by con-
vening the Palestine Central
Council because they claimed
that they had eftectively done
this. Palestine side wanted firm
commitment from Israel that
all the unresolved issues should
be completed by next May 1999
as E;:{]Gsln Accord.

y did they agree to this in-
terim agreement when the de-
mands of both sides were not
fulfilled ? In particular why did
Netanyahu agree to sign this
peace deal after 18 months of
political sophistry ? There
could be several reasons which
compelled the parties to reach
this agreement.

Compulsions of both sides

There were exireme pres-
sures on both sides to make
headway on a peace deal. more
so on the Israeli side. Israeli
Prime Minister's equivocation
to sign a deal was being per-
ceived by the US as a clear-cut
violation of the provisions of
Oslo Accord and the Clinton
Administration was losing its
patience with Israel; even the
Israeli supporters in the
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OHN Nash's rise to farﬂhis a
Jterribie story with a Happy

ending. Born in 1928 in West
Virginia in an educated family,
John Nash made his markas a
prodigious scholar, more so @s a
mathematician par excellence.
Nash won Nobel Prize in 1994
for his Ph.D. work on "Game
theory” written almost half a
century ago at the tender age of
21. The award was a miracle, [t
wasn't that Nash, one of the
mathematical geniuses of
post-war era was
award for a slender 27
Ph.D. thesis. The real mira
was that Nash, 66 in 1994
alive and well enough to
the prize. For John Nash
stricken with paranoi
schizophrenia for more th
three ’ ;
In a word, his life was full
agony and
interlude as an instructor in/
Princeton and as a consultant
in Rand Corp., the cold-war
think tank, Nash moved on t
teach at MIT in 195] and f
eight years dazzled the math
matical world. No sooner ha
"Fortune” magazine of the U.
singled him out in July 1958
America’'s briliant young s
of the New mathemaltics™ th

sional lile. At the age .
had to be confined to a ment
asylum. For the next 30 ye
he was in and out of men
homes. unable to work and in
capable of relating to people, a
hostage to the demons in his
head, paralysed by fear and
paranoia. What he often did was
to wander in Fine Hall's quan-
draugular hallways occasion-
ally dashing into empty class-
E?l’?lsi grtlu scrihbledequﬂjm;s

tning speed on black-
boards.

As P. Ordeshook narrates,
"Nash described a general
method for locating the out-
come which came to be known
as "Nash equilibrium". In the
words of Ordeshook, "whether
we are analysing a candidate's
election st
war, agenda manipulation ia
legislatures or the actions of ig-
terest groups, prediction aboyt
events reduce to a search far
and description of equilibria.
Put simply.

are the thi
ct about peo

s that we pre-
e”. This "equi-

librium” and "Nash hargamﬁ" :
solution became standard tonis
of modern economic analysis.
He was described in 1958 as

"most promising young math-

. After a brief

. the causes of

equilibrium strate-

ohm Forbes Nash: Paranoid and Schizophrenic but

by Md. Asadullah Khan

Nash's Nobel-winning thesis on game theory was the product of his second year at
Princeton. Game theory was the invention of Von Neumann and a Princeton
economist, Oskar Morgen-stern . . . Characteristically, Nash picked a problem

for his thesis that had eluded Yon Neumann.

ematician of the world. Put in
the words of Nash: "The staff at
my university, the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-

and later all of Boston were

ving strangely towards me.
s to see ~COMIMU-
nists every where. | started to
think [ was a man of great reli-
gious im ce to hear
voices the time. | began to
hear something like telephone
calis in my head from people

D;T:Im:l to my ideas."
n about 1989 hopefully. the

awful fires that the delu-
sions and distorted his think-
ing began to die down. He
started to talk to other mathe-
maticians and began to talk on
mathematical problems. Al-
though he did not take any job
after he resigned in 1958, but
now with partial remission of
his mental disorder, he started
to learn new things like using
computers for his research.
That hardly happens with
schizophrenics. Many people
with the disease can no longer
sort and sensations or
reason or the full range of
emotions. Instead they suffer
from delusions and hear voices.

During the period he stayed
in MIT, Nash met Alicia, an ex-
tremely beautiful and intelli-
gznt El Salvadoran physics stu-

nt who took advanced calcu-
lus from him and they were
married in 1957. Just alter one
year of his marriage with Alicia
and at about the time when Ali-
cia happened to be pregnant,
Nash ame mentally unsta-
ble. Freudian psychologists of
the 50s claimed that his wife's

Nobel Laureate

pregnancy in the early days of
1959 had tipped him over the
edge. It was almost shocking to
lay blame on a woman already
stressed to the edge by her hus-
band's collapse. The marriage
ended but so deep was Alicia's
regard for Nash's merit and ge-
nius that she housed him back
in Princeton. The loyal wife
stood by him when she no
lunfcr was his wife.
n Nash's case, the tr

* got the added dimension of his

early genius remu:ed
his family, fmu furmg

colleagues who wrapped them-
selves protectively around Nash
and provided him with a safe
haven while he was {ll. To-
they made sure that Nash

not wind up, as so many

* victims of sc hrenia do as

patients in some hospitals or as
some homeless nomads with a
Etll;n tncllinzunnhfnr nlt.:icidc.

ockingly, schizophrenia
usually l%l’lkﬂ people in their
teens or early 20s, without
waming just as they are about

tu:pud’tlﬁr . Nash was

struck when he had already be-
to soar.

About Nash's early school-
ing, as his sister Martha Nash
Legg says, "John was a prodigy
but not a straight - a student.”
She adds, " John was always
looking for a different way to do
things”. In elementary school
one of his teachers told John's
mother that her son was having
trouble in math." He could see
ways to solve problems that
were different from his teach-
ers.

In 1945, Nash enrolled at
Carnegie-Mellon then Carnegic

Tech in Pittsbur

gh. It was there
that the label "genius" was first

applied to Nash. His mathemat-
ics professor called him a
“young Gauss" in class, one day,
referring to the great German
mathematician. His graduate

ofessor R.J. Duffin recognised

ash's extraordinary talent
and genius. Duffin recalled
that, Nash came to him one day
and described a problem he
thought he had solved. Duffin
realized with some astonish-
ment that Nash, without know-

ing it had independently proved
Brouwer's famed theorem. The
professor’s letter of recommen-
dation for Nash had just one
line, "This man is a genius”.

In 1948 the year when Nash
entered the doctoral pro-

amme at Princeton with a fel-
hip, the place was arguabl
the centre of the mathematic
and scientific universe. Other
than having the Institute for
Advanced Studies and Albert
Einstein, there was John Von
Neumann, the charismatic
mathematician who helped de-
velop the modern computer as
well as the mathematical the-
ory behind the H-bomb. Nash
quickly became one of the bril-
liant young men who performed
mental pyrotechnics in the
common room of Fine Hall.
Soon after he arrived, he in-
vented an extremely clever
game that was played with
markers on onal bath-
room tiles. An instant fad at
that time, it was called "Nash"
or "John". Parker Brothers
marketed it later by the name
"Hex".

Nash's Nobel-winning thesis
on game theory was the product
of his second year at Princeton.
Game theory was the invention
of Von Neumann and a Prince-
ton economist. Oskar Morgen-
sterni. Their 1944 book "The
Theory of Games and Economic
Behaviour” was the first at-
lemﬂt to derive logical and
mathematical rules about ri-
valries. The cold war and nu-
clear arms race meant that
game theory was an idea whose
time had arrived.

Characteristically, Nash
picked a problem for his thesis
that had eluded Von Neumann.
Briefly, Von Neumann only had
a good theory for pure rivalries
in which one side's win was the
other side's loss. Nash focused
orr rivalries in which mutual
gain was also possible. He
showed that there were stable
solutions - no player could do
better, given what the others
were doing - for such rivalries
under a wide variety of circum-
stances. In doing so, he turned
game theory, a beguiling idea,

into a powerful tool that
economists could use to analyze
everything from business com-
petitions to trade negotiations.
And really so, in the mid 1950's
when he got tired of mathe-
maticians, he would wander
over to the economics depart-
ment to talk to Solow and an-
other Nobel laureate Paul
Samuelson.

By the late 80s his mental
illness seemed to be in partial
remission and he could be seen

acing the yards of Princeton

niversity absorbed in his own
thoughts. Professor Kaushik
Basu and Professor Jorgen
Weibull, visiting Princeton at
that time found it unbearable
that the man behind the "Nash
equilibrium” which they talked
about so much in the class was
the solitary figure out there. So,
with 4the perseverance of
Weibull, says Kaushik, "we
managed to set up a lunch ap-
pointment with Nash". It was
an unremarkable afternoon.
"We were tense, given his genius.
He was too, probably because of
his shyness.... He seldom made
eye contact with us. He spoke
softly and seemed sad and vul-
nerable”.

By the early '90s, the Nobel
Committee began deliberatin
whether it should give Nash the
economics prize. Was he well
ennuEh to receive and appreci-
ate the honour ? Some argued
he was essentially a mathe-
matician and so should not get
the economics prize. Others ar-
gued that though his passion
was for mathematics, his con-
tribution had turned out to be
too important for economic
theory for him to be denied the
award. In 1994, the announce-
ment came. John Nash along
with two other game theorists —
John Harsanyl and Reinhert
Selten — had been conferred the
Nobel.

Sylvia Nasar in her article
on John Nash published in the
New York Times portrays
Nash's obsession with intellec-
tual excellence to the exclusion
of everything else and the
tragedy of his long confine-
ments in mental homes. The

book documents the role ot his
family members especially
women members narmely his
mother Margaret, his divorced
wife Alicia and his sister Legy
who helped Nash recover froni
his fearful delusions and come
out of this isplation.

The miraculous remissiorn
was due to Alicia’s compassion,
strength and receptivity. Alicia
believed firmlﬁ that Nash
should stay at home and stay
within Princeton's mathemat-
ics community even when he
was not functioning well. So
says. his sister Legg. "In a place
like Princeton, if you act
strange, you're special.” When
Nash's insanity and rudeness to
everybody including Alicia be-
came unmanageable, she had
no other option but to divorce
him. She did so but could not
abandon him. She took him
back into her house as a live-in-
guest. Nash still stays there.,

After Nash recovered from
his schizophrenia in the mid
80s and after he was awarded
Nobel Prize for his epoch mak-
ing work on "Game theory” in
1994, Nash said, "I would not
treat myself as recovered if |
could not produce good things
in my work". He added,” 1
wouldn't dare to say that there
is a direct relation between
mathematics and madness, but
there is no doubt that great
mathematicians suffer from
maniacal characteristics, delir-
ium and symptoms ol
schizophrenia.” Encouragingly,
these days Nash is working on
novel uses ol computer, Prince-
ton has given him a researc

ost. Nash has survived what
ooked like death,

Let me conclude with what
Nash said about himself in his
autobiography made public on
June 26, 1998. Nash said, "Sta-
tistically. it would seem im-
probable that any mathemati-
cian or scientist, at the age of
66, would be able through con-
tinued research eflorts, to add
much to his or her previous
achievements. However | am
still making the effort and it is
conceivable that with the gap
period of about 25 years of par-
tially deluded thinking provid-
ing a sort of vacation my situa-
tion may be atypical. Thus |
have hopes ol being able to
achieve something of value
through my current studies or
with any new ideas that come in
the future.”

The writer is Controller of
Examinations, EUEET.

Congress felt that time had
come for Israel to clinch a deal.

In a strategic move Ne-
tanyahu appointed a leading
right-winger as Foreign Minis-
ter who would be able to protect
the Prime Minister from the
hawks in Israeli politics. Ne-
tanyahu signalled to the right-
wingers that the US proposal
e R Pl oa) arae!
could be the bad guy to the deal.
Yet another fact was that if no
deal was reached by Israel on
the basis of the US package, the
international repercussions
could be extremely adverse for
Israel and dangerous for Ne-
tanyahu's political future. An-
other important factor was that
Netanyahu feared that without
a new interim accord, the Pales-
tine leader Yasser Arafat would
carry out his threat to unilat-
erally declare a Palestinian
state in May next year. the
deadline for the end of negotia-
tions. Finally , the ill heath of
the Palestine Leader must have
been taken into consideration
because there could be chaos
among the Palestinians with-
out him.

On the Palestinian side, the
credibility of Yasser Arafat as a
leader was in gquestion as he
had to reshuflle his Ministers
who were accused of corruption.
The rate of unemployment
among the Palestinian vouths
is nearly about 40 per cent and
Mr. Arafat was extremely wor-
ried about it because the more
unemployed the youths were,
the more attractive options for
them appeared to be to join the
militant groups [Hamas), thus
derailing the peace efforts as
called for in the Oslo Accord.
The opening of Gaza interna-
tional airport and a seaport, the
free movement of the Palestini-
ans between the Gaza and the
West Bank and the possibility
of the construction of the Joint
Industrial Park with the assis-
tance of the European Union in
the context of the peace deal
would generate considerable
employment among the Pales-
tinian youths. The interim
agreement envisages not only
more lands in the West Bank
(40 per cent of the West Bank
will be in the hands or control
of the Palestine Authority) but
also the prospects of economic

resurgence in the Palestine
area,

Possible reactions from
the hardliners to the new

agreement

Political analysts believe
that on both sides there are
likely to be deep frustrations
and resentmient on thé deal
brokcred by the US! The Israeli-
hardliners including the'Jéw-
ish settlers will perceive Ne-

tanyahu as o betrayer ol their
interests and the right wing po-
litical parties in Israel will try

will depend on the bonafide and scrupulous liance of the provisions of this interim agreement.

. they

to bring Netanyahu's
ment down. They ma
terrorism by
will not

OVErT1-
eel that
the Palestinians
go away and the

. terrorists™ will be right next to
Y T g L

know that the additional lands
siven to the Palestinians do not

ecome bases for terrorism?
Further the involvement of US
agencies (CIA) in the verifica-
tion of security guarantees by
the Palestinians is perceived to
be the surrender of Israeli
sovereignty and they fear that if
the US is satisfied with the se-
curity arrangements, then Is-
rael has to be satisfied with
such plans.

On the Palestine side, the
Hamas may challenge the peace
deal. Furthermore, the agree-
ment is likely to be viewed with
extreme caution and scepticism
by the average Palestinians as
they do not trust that the Israeli
Prime Minister will comply
with the provisions of the
agreement. There is a view that

“they suspect that the nuts and

bolts of the agreement will not
be to their advantage. About
3000 Palestine prisoners re-
main in Israeli jails and onl
750 out of them will be released.
They maintain that out of 750,
many have already served their
sentences and will be released .
any way.

Conclusion

The interim agreement be-
tween the Israelis and the
Palestinians ushers in a new
chapter in peace. It constitutes a
forward movement after 18
months of stalemate of talks
between them. The full weight
and prestige of the US Presi-

. dency was brought to bear on

the negotiations and they had
little choice but to reach for an
accommodation, For President
Clinton, it was a great boost po-
litically as he could claim tﬁgt
the recent scandal did not di-
vert him from the accomplish-
ment of a very important for-
eign c]mlit:}r objective. Nothing
could be satisfying for his
Democratic Party which would
contest the Congressional elec-
tions in the first week of
November with an inflated im-
age.

Both parties will have to en-
sure that violence does not oc-
cur, and it can be difficult in an
environment where trust has
disapFeared between them. The
next linal step of a permanent
peace settlement between the
Earlies will depend on the

onalfide and scrupulous com-

pliance of the provisions of this
interim agreement. Friends of
both parties will be happy if
adhere to the letter and
spirit of this historic agreement
reached due to President Clin-
ton’s passion for peace.

The  writer is former
Buangladesh Ambassador to the
LIN in Geneva,

HULI Devi, a poor wornan,

was araded naked

through her village after
she was caught stealing four
potatoes from a field; a
pregnant Ganita Rajak was
%angra d by 16 men and then
eft to bleed to death,

In the eastern Indian state of
Bihar, one of India's most im-
poverished and lawless states,
such crimes against women are
commonplace more so if the
women happen to belong to
lower castes. Statistics on
rapes, which have more than
doubled over the past eight
years in state, are alarming.
While 639 women had been
raped in 1991, the number
jumped to 819 the very next
year. In 1994, the number of

'rapes reported were 830 which

increased exponentially to
1,034 in 1995, 1,209 in 1996 to
1.318 last year. Till August this
year, 847 rapes have been
committed in Bihar, the Pio-
neer newspaper said.

Living under a constant
threat of being brutalised. thou-
sands of women in Bihar, are
now picking up arms in self de-
fence. Nearly 12,000 lower
caste women in 40 districts of
Bihar are training to wield
weapons so they can ward off
assaulters, particularly land-
lords who belong to the upper
castes, The Times of India
newspaper reported.

The landlords, who have a
running feud with landless
labourers, arising from a
decadesold class antagonism,
have a militia called the Ranvir
Sena which has massacred over
300 lower caste people, called
Dalits, and burnt down their
huts in attacks in the past two
years. The most recent such
massacres was in December last
year when 61 people, including
27 women and 16 children, were

nned down by the Sena mili-
tia in Lakshmanpur-Bathe vil-
lage in the Jehanabad adminis-
trative district of the state.

'Bihar Women Pick up
Arms in Self-defence

women of the village decided to
receive firearms training from
the women's wing of a private
army constituted by lower caste
people, called the Dalit Sena.
They learnt to wield rifles in
15-day-long camps held in re-
mote forested areas.

"Ever since we have acquired
them (rifles), we are feeling
much more confident,” 35-year-
old Bhuja Devi, a mother of
four, was quoted as saying.
She added that the attitude of
the landlords towards them has
also changed. "Earlier we were
not allowed to draw water from
the well and suffered a great
deal of sexual harassment. But
that is a thing of the past now.,"
she said.

Leela Devi of Nawadha vil-
lage, 70 kilometres from state
capital Patna, echoed that sen-
timent. "l don't get intimidated
by these upper caste men any
more. Earlier, they didn't spare
any o pﬂrtunil?r to insult us.
Now. they have learnt to remain
silent,” Leela Devi told the pa-
per. Confidence levels are also
high among women of Gohin
village who recently estab-
lished their hold over 150 acres
of land after the state adminis-
tration ruled in their favour in
a dispute where they claimed
the land had been unlawfully
grabbed by landlords. Said
Lalita Devi, 'commander-in-
chief of the Dalit army's wom-
en's wing, "It is because of the
total absence of law and order
that we have been forced to arm
ourselves.”

"What are women living in
rural areas expected to do when |
they are attacked?" asked
Satyvanand Sharma, a former
state minister who is a senior
functionary in the Dalit army
now. Knowing how to use al
weapon is the only deterrent
they have, he claimed. Rifles
were bought by the Dalit army
and distributed among womern
who had been taught how to use

them.,
0 India Abroad News Service
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