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The Inviolate Highway

Four teachers have been transferred from the
Kumudini Women's Government College, Tangail —
all at once. And they were transferred to places like
Khagrachhari and Rangamati etc. The girls of.the
college did not like the action. So first they went in
a procession to meet the Deputy Commissioner to
whom they gave a memorandum to be sent to the
Education Secretary seeking cancellation of the
transfer orders.

So far so good. The Principal sat with the staft
the same day, Tuesday, and 'apprehending unto-
ward developments' closed the college for a week
and asked the girls to vacate the hostels. On
Wednesday morning the girls took to the street and
laid a very effective siege on the Dhaka-Tangail
Road, stopping all traffic to and. from Banga-
bandhu Bridge or cutting off communication with
Dhaka of dozens of districts.

Bravo. The highway has now been violated even
by girl students. No, no gender prejudice here.
There exists no value in our society that attaches
itself to highways making these something special.
Something to Le specially protected and cared for.

Of course, it is largely the government's fault
that it hasn't been able to inculcate in the masses a
‘highway value' — evidently because it doesn't itself
treat national highways as it should. A nation's
mobility is exactly what blood circulation is to a
man's body and life. Clog it, a man dies. And so
does a nation — only imperceptibly to those that do
not see beyond the day. The political parties have
never so far been found averse to blocking roads
for holding meetings and receptions, erecting gates
etc.

The blame should go also to social and cultural
leaderships. All of the nation's agencies and asso-
ciations have joined in failing the nation in devel-
oping the right attitude towards the highway.

The situation is such as to seriously warrant an
enactment of law prohibiting and punishing viola-
tion of the national highways. This may go un-
heeded only at the government's own peril. All gov-
ernments, present and future.

; -
The Lending Reach

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made two impor-
tant announcements at a high level meeting which
reviewed progress on the post-flood rehabilitation
and reconstruction programme of the Finance
Ministry last Wednesday. Bangladesh Krishi Bank
is to have a branch office in each union of the
| country; and share-croppers and marginal farmers
are being assured of soft-term loans, a goal set
quite some time ago but remains unmet to this day.

In terms of practicability and relevance to the
pressing agenda of the flood aftermath her second
decision comes first for homing-in because estab-

over the country looks like a long-drawn-out pro-
cess. She has promised a procedural device
whereby the local bank functionaries will obviate
the guarantee clause through the exercise of a dis-
cretion to benefit a sharecropper or marginal
farmer on the basis of his enterprise. Those who
could stand guarantee for poor peasants in a
locality appeared to be dodging requests for the
same so that the waiver on collateral has

practically been airy nothing so far. Now it will be .

entirely for the local bank official to sanction the
loan in the light of his best professional judgement
totally unfazed by any consideration for
collaterals.

The proof of this streamlined procedure will be
in the pudding; the respective bank branches are
expected to deliver it with an honest, bold initia-
tive they have not hitherto been known for. The
real value of agricultural loan at the recipient's end
is said to be undercut by up to 20 per cent as a palm-
greasing cost incurred at the time of sanction. As a
result, repayment of credits has suffered in no
small measure over the years. In handling farm
loans the banks need not only to be efficient but
also incorruptible.

How do we reach out to the poorest of poor peas-
ants given the limitations of the existing banking
network underscored with an extra bit of
poignance in the wake of the floods? We have a
time-bound plan to meet their working capital
needs estimated at Tk 3,200 crore by November. In
order to distribute that whopping amount on a
double-quick basis we should be well-advised to
associate the NGO micro-credit network with the
massive lending operation.

An Organisational Marvel

Dhaka is in the grip of cricket fever. For about a
week Dhaka has been a city of excitement. Cricket
buffs or casual seekers of pleasure they could not
have asked for more. Bangabandhu stadium has
been a virtual cornucopia of excitement since Wills
International Cup competition began there Satur-
day last. The cricket carnival comprising all nine
full members of the ICC is in the semi final stage.
So far it has been a study in resounding success. All
the ingredients of a terrific competition have been
there. We have had drama, entertainment and last
but not the least, great crowd appreciation. Few
other cricket venues could perhaps boast such ap-
preciative and enthusiastic spectators in such huge
numbers. And as a fitting reward of their deep re-
serves of healthy enthusiasm every game has been
money's worth, absolute corker. ’H;e New Zealand-
Zimbabwe curtain raiser was the tone-setter. It has
been entertainment at its plenteous best with the
great Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar making
an awesome display of individual excellence in
sen&ﬂing Australia’s hopes in smoke day before yes-
terday.

There have been questions if this watchers’ eu-
phoria and enthusiasm can make any contribu-
tion to the development of infrastructure for this
game in this country — the thing we need most in
order to emerge as a cricketing force to reckon
with. Let not that thought make inroad at this in-
stant into the fact that this meet has been an or-
ganisational marvel. But for the Wills Trophy
would there have been such an august assembly of
world class cricketers in Dhaka? Almost all the |
stars of world cricket are here moving, performing,
and being so tangibly among us. It is like a dream

ome true. How can conservative criticism beat
[that?

lishing more than 4500 Krishi Bank branches all |
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Dawn breaks and

dewdrops %\lgstﬂn on
blades of grass. the day
proceeds they burn themselves
out like glow worms. Then the
youthful sun itself ages in the
afternoon and melts into the
dusk like a dust
In the cvcnlnﬁ the moon comes
up and the stars. The
resplendent queen of the sky
waxes and wanes. At certain
times it is covered with the
shroud of death like darkness.
And the cycle of morning and
evening, the sun and the moon
starts all over again. Clouds of
different hue graze like herds of
cattle in the pasture of the sky.
Rain falls in gentle murmur or
it hisses like an angry python
and the lighting strikes. Does
the sky ever sleep?

I wondered similarly about
my mother when [ was a child
and an adolescent. | never saw
her resting. Even before the
birds were waking up in their
nests, she was tending the little
plants in her home garden with
gentle caress, and 1 suppose
with reverence. | have often
seen a mother of another com-
munity worshipping the cosmic
in the Tulsi plant,

By the time we were up and
clean, food was ready on the
table, warm and wholesome.
When did she cook? Perhaps
when my father had his early
morning milk and went out for
his morning walk. Then off we
went, my father to the office
and we, the older children, to
school. Mother then would
nurse the little one and when
the tiny body glistening with oil
basked in the sun, perhaps she
read a book and did the other
household chores.

By the time we came back
she had prepared our food
again. When at night we went to
sleep she was still up and about.
Did she ever lie down and rest? |
did not know till she fell into a
dream-less sleep never to wake

up §a1n.
y father was an educated
rofessional. My mother had

D OES the sky ever sleep?

tired squirrel.

etter opportunities than her
compatriots in the hinterland.
" But did she have any choice?
Her marriage was fixed by the
family elders. It turned out to be
a good marriage. But she had

“\_Yi)men and a Society that Cares”

My mother had better opportunities than her compatriots in the hinterland. But did she have any choice? Her
marriage was fixed by the family elders. It turned out to be a good marriage. But she had not voice in the
matter. Rather, the little property she inherited, much less than her brother, was also taken over by the

privileged male progeny when she was passed on to another household through marriage.

not voice in the matter. Rathar,
the little property she inherited,
much less than her brother, was
also taken over by the
privileged male progeny when
she was lpaas-ed on to another
household through marriage.
My father was a good provider

. and gave her the moncy she

needed for running the
household and kceping cv-
eryone fed and clothcd. But she
was economically dependent
for every liitle thing she
wanted, no, not for herself, but
for her children. Her ancestral
inheritance, being alienated,
her urban house was also not
her own, but her husband's.
Anyway, she was being well
provided for. What inore could
she want?

This economic dependence
was and continues to be rein-
forced even today by ritualistic
traditions and cultural prac-
tices. Theologies that portray
women as lesser human beings
than men, mentally and
morally inferior and unclean
were rather strong in my moth-
er's time. At the same time, deep
religious faith was her solace
and comfiort. Yet she was on the
periphery of all celebrations,
religious or social and watched
from behind the door the men
conducting the ceremonies.

Is the situation better as so-
cieties modernize? Perhaps. for
some in urban and reasonably
affluent setting. But in many
poor communities and rural
and urban, “new wife is taken
to live with the husband's fam-
ily and functions as a servant
in relation to the rest of the
household. Over a period of
time, women in these families
rise through the hierarchy, as
new brides enter the family,
children are born and older
women die.... The family hier-
archy often establishes a social
preference for boy over a girl
child which in turn reinforces
the secondary position of
women. If a culture dictates that

irls will grow only to serve a
ulure husband’'s family. for-

mal education may be viewed as
a waste of time. In cultures
where men generally achieve
higher level of formal educa-
tion. women will find their po-
sition eroded.” (Ranjit Kumar,
Barbara Murck and Michelle
Sweet). It is only natural that in
situations where families can
afford to send only one or two
children to school, girls are of-
ten the ones that are kept at
home.

Under such circumstances,
when modernization leads to
the introduction of the nuclear
family, women may not neces-
sarily see an increase in their
status . In fact some analyst ar-
P.IE., “the demise of the extended
amily structure, has in many

1

. societies been Lo the detriment

of wome1i, causing them to be-
come more isolated [rom one
another and the wider commu-

nity.”

a‘ht evolution of societal
patterns that svstematically
exclude and subjugate women
has been analyzed by some an-
thropologists and social
thinkers in their historical
perspectives. Some argue that
the transition from ership
socicties to dominator societies
began at the time that hunti
for food became prevalent an
undermined the role of women
as primary  producers in
gatherer societies. Others
speculate that when societies
acquired the ability to fashion
weapons thes= s became
the means of domination.

Again in earlier agrarian
economies, women were at the
centre of things when house-
holds were the centrc of produc-
tion. “The introduction of cash-

crops instead of food crops of-
ten meant that women did the
work and men took the cash”
(Kamla Bhasin). In the
women's agricultural skills in
subsistence production were
discarded as unscientific anti-
modern and hence redundant.
On the other hand, women were
excluded from having access to
the new technology sending a
signal that they do not play an
equal role in agricultural pro-
duction. This same pattern is
often replicated in other sectors
where economic devel tis
enhanced by technology.
Within this exploitative de-
velopment paradigm two key
partiarchal establishments ac-
cording to theologian philoso-

Do |l Dare:

A Z M Obaidullah Khan

her John Berry come into play
= that of the classical empire
and colonization both of nature
and of lesser mortals. “The col-
onization of previously ecologi-
cally sustainable societies gen-
craﬂy led to the involvement of
men in resource — intensive,
environmentally damaging ac-
tivities or to their migration
away from home in search of
Emt.ﬂ oyment. In either case, but
with reduced authority and ac-
cess L0 resources, woinen were
left to carry out life sustaining
activities such as subsistence
food production and fuel gath-
ering and to manage crucial
environmental resources such
as water and soil” (Ranjit Ku-
mar et. al.). But the killing of
nature, as Kamala Bhasin ar-
gﬁcs. affects the poor, especially
Lhe r women in peasant so-
cieties much more. She is Lhe
onc¢ who has lo walk longer
distances gel waler, lodder and
fuel, while people’s resources

. corpo

like common land, forests and
water become hunting ground
for developers, the powerful
rations and quite often of
the modernizing nation-state.
What is significant is that, as
the inevitable transition takes
place from an to indus-
trial and post-industrial soci-
eties, the needs concerns and
contributions of women con-
tinue to remain unrepresented

in many large-scale develop-

- amtmm. the
Pu argument to
extreme, Vandana Siva asserts

that reductionist science and
technology are neither univer-
sal nor value neutral. These
have historically developed
along patriarchal manipulative
lines which have sanctioned
the denudation of nature and
legitimized the subordination
of women. In her own words,
"Modern reductionist science,
like development, has turned
out to be a patriarchal project,
which has excluded women as
experts, and has simultane-
ously excluded ecological and
holistic ways which understand
and respect nature's processes
and interconnectedness as sci-
ence.” Whether oné agrees with
her conclusion or nét, one his-
torical reality cannot be
brushed aside. of the pro-
cesses inherent in resource —
intensive modernization has
eroded the status of women and
nature both, as passive and
non-living commodities.

Now that sustainability has
become the buzz-word in devel-
opment discourse let us not for-
get that "women produce and
reproduce life not merely bio-
lo ly but also through their
role in providing sustenance.”
(Vandana Siva).

Women know the pains of
creation and therefore they
hate destruction most. "This is
why in struggles to save forest,
struggles against pollution, in
movements against militarisa-
tion women are at the forefront.
Women are more likely to insist
that killings be stopped.” If

living in harmony with nature
and community control over
local resources rather than cen-
tralized control are considered
as pre-requisites for sustain-
ability and equity. we must
learn from women who live
closest to nature and who for
ceniuries have been preoccupied
with nurturing and caring. At
the same time, the gender biases

inherent in the earlier modern-
ization parad’l'{%m must be re-
appraised. e benefits of
knowledge. of advances in
tech that respect nature
as a living system, must be
E?d':ghava’;ﬁ‘ le to women
o an affirmative agenida.
All the above hinges on eco-
nomic empowerment of women.
elimination of owmership re-
strictions for example or for
that matter, more than equal
access to capital-resources,
markets, jobs and-professions,
“If a woman is not allowed to
e in income generating
activities can she have a voice
in decisions on allocation of
family revenues? Perhaps.
more importantly, when a
woman does earn income, is she
allowed to exercise control over
its use?”

- And that leads to the peoliti-

cal issue of decision-making
power, at the household, com-
munity, regional and national
level. In that context cultural
factors need to be recognized
since that influence the pat-
terns of lead-:rshtr and -
sion-making at local levels
much more than legislative
initiatives emerging from the
national government.

It is therefore. important
that women get organized to
protect their rights and ensure
the enforcement of the law and
justice. This is particularly im-
portant for a society in transi-
tion like ours. Are the court sys-
tem, mediators or community
leaders who dispense justice,
fair and unbiased? Faith that
women have in the fairness of
the system can offer insights
into how well justice is admin-
istered in a society whether by a
court of law or by village salish.
There is no getting away from
the truth, uncomfortable to
some, that women must be at
the core of a sustainable society,

address.

Amartya Sen and the
intellectuals

Sir; With profound interest, |
have been following the articles
published in the DS on Dr
Amartya Sen. A number of our
renowned intellectuals have
written on their long familiar-
ity with Dr Sen's work, the good
that he has done for us, and the
humane face that he has given
to economics. They expressed
their pride because Dr Sen is a
Bengali and is from this part of

But my question is: if they
a%pr:ciated Dr Sen so much,
where were they before he won
the Nobel Prize? Did he ever re-
ceive any recognition from us?

We with happiness elaborate
on the '‘Bengaliness' and the
'Southness’ of Dr Sen, and yet it
had to be a recognition from the
"West' to make us start talking
about it.

Isn't is time that we start to
do our own thinking and are
first to recognise our Iriends?

Mohammad Rumi
Mirpur, Dhaka

Politicians, think
about Runa

Sir, The picture printed in
the DS on 22nd October, '98 of
the little girl Runa who has be-
come the victim of our country’s
dirty politics is in reference.

Have our litical leaders
become so inhuman that the
life of an innocent child holds
no moral value? Is this the rea-
son for which the people of our
country sought freedom in 1971
so that we could destroy our
own nation?

Even thou
treatment is
cost of the

Runa's medical

ing done at the
overnment, will it
make her life any better with-
out her hands? Will she be ac-
cepted by our narrow-minded
society as a normal human be-
ing? it is women in our soci-

-ety are still being repressed by

the opposite sex — more so in
the rural communities, how can
a little girl who has yet to un-
derstand all this with this
stigma that will be her compan-
ion for the rest of her life?

Politics will not help us at-
tain a better future for our coun-
try — what we need is a leader
who is dedicated to the good of
the country so that we have
something significant to offer
to our future generations.

Zeenat Zaman
House #10, Road #7, Sector #7
Uttara, Dhaka.

Fact-finding Report
in the 'Alternatives'

Sir, First 1 would like to con-
gratulat,: you and your team
Centre for Alternative' for the
initiative and the special pages

ublished in every alternative
?‘hurada:,r in The Daily Star. I
also appreciate your choice in
ulm:u%% topics that are very
timely.

As a reader of this special
section and as a citizen of the
country | would like to give a
small suggestion about selec-
tion of topic in any of the near
forthcoming issue.

[ think, we all are aware of
the 'Fact Finding by the
Fact Committee in Ja-
hangirnagar University which
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is very sensational and horrify-
ing — and farcical punishment .

has been given to the culprits. .

Everybody is mtysteriously
keeping quiet. What the gov-
ernment is doing is explainable
but what our civil society is do-
ing is not permissible.

Can't you publish articles on
this topic in any one ol you
forthcoming issue? :

Reshmi Chowdhury
Department of Political Science
Dhaka University

JU and our society

Sir;, The wvery name Ja-
hangirnagar used to engulf me
in sacred, serene and sublime
thoughts, As a student (1985-
1990) of JU, I nourish very
pleasant and sweet memories.
Unlike other universities, we
were free from session-jams
and terrorism. Moreover, there
existed a very cordial relation-
ship between the faculty mem-
bers and the students. Every-
body on the campus used to be
polite and helpful. But the re-
ports of terror at Jahangirna-
ﬁar have jolted me. My feelings

ave undergone a revulsion.

The recent incidents on JU
campus have posed a serious
question in my mind : Are we
capable enough or do we deserve
to have a free. independent and
sovereign country? A univer-
sity. no doubt, a sacred place
and can never be the den of
rapists and terrorists. But what
about our motherland? Is it not
sacred? Did we not wade
through the blood of innumer-
able martyrs to achieve our
beloved country? Over two lakh
sisters and mothers were vio-
lated by the enemies. Did we %ﬂ
through such ordeals only to
witness corruption, crime and
terrorism everywhere in the so-
ciety? Everyday, you will find
two/three reports of rape, gang-
d murder in the dailies.

nothing different from what is
hapﬁcmng in the country. The
authorities concerned have
failed to give security to the in-
nocent, common students, al-
though there have been grave
allegations, in addition to rape.
against the accused. Such cases
are inevitable when the law en-

{:‘?hﬂ ﬁﬁfﬂﬂﬁ?’a of country fail |

seeurity (o ibs Citi- ' .does net get t

zens. What | mean to say is, Ja-
hangirnagar is the projection
of Bangladesh itself. Heinous
crimes like rape, should never
go unpunished; be it in police
custody. in CMM court. in hos-
pitals or in universities. [ can-
not differentiate the JU rape-
victims from thousands of
rape-victims elsewhere in the
country.

It surprises and shocks me
that the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition, both
being women, have kept mum
over this issue which has
rocked the whole nation. It is
high time we should rise up
from our spiritual sleep and
raise our voice against all sorts
of evils in the society. The rapes
at Jahangirmagar should act as
a clarion call to the conscience
of every citizen of Bangladesh.
Until and unless. we ome
real human beings with the
awareness of good evil instead
of breathing animals in human
shape we can never expect to
have a crime-free, peaceful so-
ciety.

Syeda Farhana Rahman
House no. 4, Road no. 9/A
Sector-5. Uttara M/T. Dhaka

"Why do serious

crimes ...2"

Sir, This letter is in appre-
ciation of Dr M Masum's article
"Why do serious crimes like
rape occur on the campus at
all?” which appeared in the DS
on 7 October, 1998. The fervent
appeal by the honourable Pres-
iscnt Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed to the political parties
to refrdin their political student
fronts from doing unhealthy
politics did not produce any

and these teachers are either in
the administration or are op-
posing the administration.

| fully agree with him. Are
these teachers really interested
for the education and the values
for which the universities are
established? As a malter ol lact,

man

pul belonging to a;

o things

The worst thing happened when
restructuring was introduced in
the universities of Bangladesh.
Now a teacher is promoted to
the next higher post on point
basis without referring the
suitability of the same to the
forelgn experts as was the prac-
tice in the yester years. The ex-
perts are appointed by the group
who are in the administration.

The conclusions are obvious.

The most pertinent questioll
that arises whether we need the
elections of the Vice-Chancel-
lors as per 1973 Ordinance.
There is no example when a
teacher having affiliation to
the opposition political party
has been elected or appointed by
the ruling political gart as a
Vice-Chancellor. Such ap-
pointments as is practiced now
cannot bring academic envi-
ronment in the universities as
the Vice-Chancellor cannot but
Dlg}:ige to overlook all the mis-
deeds by the student front of the
ruling political party. This is
what has happened in Ja-
hangirnagar University where
serious crime like raping of fe-
male students by their fellow
students received but a little at-
tention by the administration.

The only exception is the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology where
seniority is the number one
criterion in the appointment of
a Vice-Chancellor. As such is it
not better that a Vice-Chancel-
lor be appointed by-the ruling
party directly? In that case the
rulin% political party is to an-
swer for the misdeeds that hap-
pen in the universities these

days.

Prof Dr Kh M Mannan
Dhaka University

teachers think jtiat with::

the traffic at Mohakhali, Ba-
nani and Gulshan areas, but it's
not quite so at other places. The
defence personnel have hope-
lessly failed to manage traffic
at Karwan Bazar., Bangla Motor
and New Eskaton Road. The
idea of banning rickshaws en-

= SE '-—' —_ - = m—
But how many rapists and mur- As observed by Prol Masum, . ber him for this. All were done
derers Egavcf been adequately ;lhe l'Eli?S E%niv?rsily Urdigcanc? Not quite so! wi{h [1'[']1: help of the Army.
K . : . punished so far? as aligned a large number o Sir, The Army and Na My request to our Prime
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed What has happened in JU is  teachers to the pcﬁjticai parties  have done a j}:;b to man - Mimgtﬂ ;nd the Leader of the

Opposition — please do nut
withdraw the Army from the
traffic control; on the contrary
hand over more chaotic areas to
them to streamline the traffic
system to bring traffic disci-
pline.
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planned and improper mea-
sures, the ugly traffic at Bangla
Motor crossing have worsened.

Normally, New Eskaton
main road to Bangla Motor in-
tersection used to be undis-
turbed during morning hours,
but ever since the change of
route from Panthapath to
Maghbazar, things have turned
chaotic with rotten smell of
fishes from vans and rickshaws

carrying them. This is due to

the diversion of the route.

Now, it all appears that it
was easier for the Army and
Nav% to control traffic at Mo-
hakhali, Banani and Gulshan
areas for obvious reasons. Nev-
ertheless, we ho
personnel can also work won-
ders at other places!

Humal Nabila
Shazi Sheba
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

"Military Police &
traffic control"”

Sir, Please refer_the letter
came out in the DS on October 7,
1998 under the above caption.
The Army deserve another
feather in their caps for the way
they have controlled messed up
M;{mkhali crossing and the
Kemal Ataturk Avenue meeting
the Airport Road (Opp. entry to
Old DOHS). It is commendable.

I remember du Pakistan
days how Gen Azam Khan
changed the face of Lahore. The
same Gen Azam Khan changed
the face of the then Dacca by
building the Old Airport Road
in record time. Both Pakistanis
and Bangladeshis still remem-

]

rape result.
"One guy called and handed not find herself habituated in ruption. Under our contempla- inative and other exploitation.
me... saying 'here take this" heggmf' Marriage, the tradi- tion is a 'care-taker' govern- But, in this regard, we are re-
uoting Runa). It was a bomb, tional life-goal, was of course = ment for five years with no di- flexively aware and do not sup-

{
which exploded in Runa's palm.
The doctors at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital amputated
wrist down to prevent further
aggravation of the child's con-
dition. Of course, if Runa would
not have been made a victim of
olitics, the best we arranged
or her was to be a housemaid,
like her mother, Fatima. Dr.
Monirul Alam said, "After the
ain is relieved. she will be
appy’.

It was nine-thirty in the
course of an ordinary morning
with an ordinary hartal. Fa-
tima started work at her mas-
ter's house, leaving her two
children by the stairs, as usual.
Runa and her three-year-old
brother were routinely xlaying
near the pavement. man
walked towards Runa and
handed her a tin can of lo-
sives, The "dark” child was only
eight old. Fatima, later at
the hospital, with discursive
affirmity concluded with fatal-
ism. Dr. Alam remarked, "The
chances are that Runa's dis-
ability might be used as an as-
set”. Thus he recommended that
the female child be taken to
C.R.P. in Savar, so that when
she attains maturity, she does

ruled out by Fatima simplf be-
cause now the dowry would be
too high.

Runa's left hand is of no use
anymore. We don't do much
with left hands anyway! Maybe
many (if any) think that the
scars on her body will light no
revolution, which will write an
epitaph of exploitation. The
crowd, which surrounded me
and the victim, all, took a few
looks at the front-page picture
of Runa printed in the news-
daily (The Daily Star, 22nd Oc-
tober). Yet probably the calami-
ties scattered around the ward
subdued the peculiarity of the
present case. So | take this ap-
palling act of barbarity and
criminality to convey a few
simple principles of the
younger generation.

We do not approve degrading
human be to any concept or
theory. be it political, economic
or otherwise, if in so doing re-
sults in the consequences ol ex-
ploiting human hcin%s. We, 1o
say the least, view all present
politics with ambivalence. Spe-
clally, reforms are in dire need
in the power structure of the
state and common fear of cor-

rect link with any present party
Sﬂ-stem politics. If old political
theories fail. new ones have to

be devised. If old ones are ?
to abuse, lacunas must be fi chl

And we believe the people have
that right in conjunction with
the internationally recognised
right of every people to self-de-
termination.

As we recognise all citizens
as equal in the eye of law. It is
obligatory on the part of any
person or persons, even acting
collectively, to take responsi-
bility for his/her: harmful con-
duct., which deprive (anjother
from the equality equilibrium.
As for the present, we ardently
request, laws be passed to take
this into account, especially in
relation to hartals. And it is
unequivocally stressed that we
do not believe in punishment
being more than the gravity of
harmcaused. Though, may not
be contextual, it is just empha-
sis that we do not support the
death sentence.

We believe that the most
fruitiul way of minimising in-
justices is to make people con-
scious of them. Accordingly, we
see education as the most pro-
ductive way of alleviating dom-

port education which is intru-
sive and/or imposing, to fur-
ther others' utopian goals. Our
focus is enriching knowledge,
which can assist an individual
to bar negative use of it.

Runa, indeed. is my daughter
though 1 am not her biological
father. A daughter, whom I
cannot adopt at this stage of my
life. But I am aware that | can do
so in the future, not only be-
cause | am conscious of over-
population and unconscious
about my genetic drives. It is
simply because, the revolution
which will oust the 'dark-ages’
of Bangladesh, is a children's
revolution. Princess Diana is
an outstanding recent exemplar
of attempting, if not a more
humane, a tolerant world. It is
far from any totalitarian view.
It is the hope of life and love,
even if at the end of all, the
whole human race lies de-
stroyed under a vacuous uni-
verse. Nukes must go. And it is
the children who shall disman-
tle the first and last nuclear
bomb.

Sajjad Ahmed |

the defence’

Always in the
kitchen?

Sir, On Monday last a Ben-
Eali daily printed an article the
eading of which drew my at-
tention. The author, no less a
pilot, claimed that women
should not become flyers. With
eat pain, [ read the article to
ind out what scientific theory
he based his essay. Unfortu-
nately other than a few archaic
and irrational ideas there was
no information to justify the
printing of this article in a re-
sponsible newspaper.

In the day and age where we
are all adjusting to the new mil-
lennium where men and women
will- be working on an equal
footing it was shocking to read
an article l_t.lstifying to take the
womenfolk's hack to the
kitchen.

The writer should know
that, even in our country, some
men are doing household
chores including taking cares of
the baby. This trend will in-
crease as both men and women
need to work to meet their eco-
nomic needs. Unfortunately
men can't bear child, otherwise
I am sure many would have vol-
unteered. In many working
places men work as women as
their boss without any resent-
ment. The world is changing,
the writer should wake up to
that fact.

Akku Chowdhury
Banani, Dhaka

MWC extravaganza

Sir, "'When Rome was hurq-
ing Nero was playing with his
Mite.' And new when millions

of poor Bangladesh have just
suffered the century's worst
flood and are living in throes.
extreme poverty, hunger and
disease and when we are sup-
posed to help, assist, rehabili-
tate and feed the flood affected
people. some of us are engaged
in the cricket extravaganza,
spending crores of taka in mak-
ing a grandiose, ostentatious
and pretentious show in the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium, .

Is holding a Mini World Cup
in a -stricken country a
panacea for all ills of the coun-
try?

We also wonder why
Bangladesh is not participating
in the Wills International Mini
World Cup when we are the host
munt.? e are a registered ODI
(one day international) status

holder and we are also playing
in the 1999 World Cup. ;

Would our Ministry of Youth
and Sports and the concerned
organisers of the Mini World
Cup in Dhaka kindly clarify the
matter?

H. Kabir
Hare Street,
ari, Dhaka-1203
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