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Cricket fever
grips DU
campus

By Mahbub Zaman

The ongoing Wills Interna-
tional Cup cricket tournament
has changed the scenario on the
Dhaka University campus.

The campus takes a barren

look as students rush to the

dormitories or homes while the
lucky ones to the stadium well
before it is 2'o clock in the af-

ternoon, the time matches
start,
And popular places like TSC

island, mall area are no longer
favourite sites for the students
and visitors.

DUS, the well-known snacks
shop at the TSC island, has in-
stalled a TV in front of the
Shoparjita Swadhinata to lure

customers in an otherwise dull |
good number of |

business. A
cricket fans thronged there
yesterday evening to enjoy
cricket.

TV rooms of the halls are |

packed with the cricket-crazy
students . The unfortunate ones

have to watch TV on their feet | 5

as hall authorities are yet to
have enough seats for them.

Students who are forced to

stay in the classrooms, or ex-

amination halls or in the li- |

brary carry radio sets to keep
themselves in touch with the
latest at the stadium.

Contraband
seized in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Oct 26: Police
in separate drives seized a huge
quantity of contraband and
counterfeit notes from the dis-
trict today, reports BSS.

Seven hundred and fort
mini-cartons of contraban
cigarettes worth over Taka five

h were recovered and one
person was arrested in this
connection police said.

Meanwhile Rangunia police
arrested three persons with six
fake notes of 500 taka from
Lichubagan bus stand.

CID police, Chittagong zone,
acting on a tip-off recovered

some 1,000 litters of country-
made liquor.

Biman flight
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Kong, he said. "We were told
that two pilots were approached
by the Biman but they declined
to take off saying they were not
scheduled for the flight.

Biman rescheduled the flight
for 9 am today but failed to ar-
range hotel accommodation for
the passengﬂrs until 8 pm”.

n§er5 were assured that
they would be provided with ac-
commeodation. But it was being
delayed as the hotels in the cit
were booked to meet extra rus
for the ICC cricket tournament,
he sad.

A Biman official attributed
the delay to technical reasons
due to the typhoon alert.

He said the passengers were
being taken care of by relevant
sections of the Biman.

DV 2000
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dren than to spend more than
Tk 50 for a visa which is abso-
lutely uncertain.”

“I am content with my hum-
ble living on rice and dal. I can
talk here loudly but in America.
[ feel 1 will become a slave.”

Saeed Anwar

From Page 1

fly to Dhaka early tomorrow.

Australia will arrive Dhaka
tomorrow morning tg take part
in the tournament, according to
UNB.

The 16-member Pakistan
team, led by left-handed bats-
man Aamir Sohail, and rest of
the Australian s vﬂl.tad. led by
Stephen Waugh come in the
same flight.

Australia will take on India
on Wednesday while Pakistan
meet the West Indies Thursday
in the quarterfinals.

With the arrival of the two
teams tomorrow, all the nine
Test playing teams will be in
Dhaka.

Of the 19-member Aus-
tralian squad, six have already
reached here. Michael Bevan
and Brad Young reached in the
capital Sunday noon while
Ada:i Gilchirst, Brendon Ju-
lian. Damien Mart and An-
drew Symonds arrived this
noorn.

PAKISTAN TEAM: Aamir
Sohail (captain), Shahid Afridi,
[#az Ahmed, Salim Malik,

ousuf Yohanna, Moin Khan,
Wasim Akram, Shoaib Akhter,
Azhar Mahmood, Aaquib
Javed, Saqglain Mushtaq and
Arshad Khan,

Officials: Javed Miandad
(coach), Azhar Zaidi ( ).

AUSTRALIAN TE -
Stephen Waugh (captain). Mark

WEu'g]h Michael Bevan. Adam
Gilchrist, Brendon Julian,
Damien Mart}'n. Damien Flem-
ing, Michael Kasprowicz, Dar-
n:n L:h Glenn McGrath,

Pnnun% Gavin Robert-
u-nn Andrew Simon and Brad

Y

U%claln: Steve Bernard
(manager), Geoff Marsh (coach),
Errol Alcott (physio), David

Mission (fitness adviser) and
Mike Walsh (scorer).
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In his uncharacteristic in-
nings which saw no ambitious
shots, Kaluwitharana scored 48
runs off 75 balls, which in-
cluded only five boundaries. It
was very unfortunate for the
Lankan opener to miss his
ninth ODI fifty for only two
runs.

After Kaluwitharana's de-
parture with Sri Lanka firmly
placed on 132 for four,
Ranatunga added another 18-
runs with Mahanama for the
fifth wicket before the latter
was brilliantly taken by Allott
at deep square leg off a Paul
Wiseman delivery.

But that did not have any
impact on the Sri Lankan
World Cup winning captain,
who then teamed up with Upul
Chandana to take Sri Lanka
home without any further dam-

Emgtln his 116-ball undﬂfeatcd
stay at the crease, Ranatung

who was later adjudged m&:
of-the-match, hamme eig ht
boundaries. The veteran Icft-
hander reached his 47th ODI
fifty off 65 balls inclusive of six
fours. He is now exactly 40 runs
shy from the elite 7 club
having played his 245th ODI
match yesterday.

Chandana remained not out
on a run-a-ball 22 with the help
of four boundaries.

Earlier, put into bat, the
Kiwis were bundled out for 188
in 49.5 overs in the face of some
controlled spin bowling from
the Lankans.

Off spinner Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan led the four-man
spin attack finishing with three
for 31 from his tight 10-over
spell. Kumara Dharmasena, left
arm spinner Jayasuriya,
Chaminda Vaas and Nuwan
Zoysa captured one wicket
apiece.

For the New Zealanders,
middle-order Adam Parore was
the most successful batsman
scoring a back-to-back fifty.

Parore, who score
against Zimbabwe in the o
ing match two days belore,
scored 54 runs off 87 balls while
two other middle-orders, Craig
McMillan (26) and skipper
Stephen Fleming (25), were also
notable run-getters.

After the match, the confi-

52

Jl.lhllﬂllt L:mknn cnnket.era mlehrate the fall of a New Zealand wicket yesterday.

Sri Lanka beat NZ

dcnt Sri Lankan skipper dis-
closed that he was not at all
worried after the early loss of
their three top order batsmen.

"We still had Mahanama
and Dharmasena to bat and we
were never in panic™ said a
beaming Ranatunga.

“ It's our habit that we like to
chase always and we were suc-
cessful at the end,” he added.

Ranatunga also praised his
bowlers sa . - They did a
splendid job to stop the Kiwis
for only 188."

On the other hand, the New
Zealand skipper said that he
was not pleased with the bats-
mern who could not even cross
the 200-mark.

* We had a very small score
to defend and the kans have
ﬂutiglayed us,” said Fleming af-

e match.

Fleming appreciated the
“fantastic™ Dhaka crowd.

There will be no match to-
day. The tournament will re-
sume tomorrow with the third
quarterfinal between India and
Australia.

50 injured as

villagers clash
in Sylhet

SYLHET. Oct 26: At least 50
people, including some women.
were injured in a clash over a
land dispute between two rival
ﬁruups in village Kubajpur in

agannathpur thana here yes-
tl:n:(l)'y reports APB.

the injured. some 28 peo-
ple were admltted to Jagan-
nathpur Thana Health Com-
plex.

Police and witnesses said the
clash erupted at about 2 pm on
Sunday when an armed group
led by Haji Rais Ullah attacked
the home of one Tara Mia to
evict him from his homestead
property.

More than 40 rounds of bul-
let were fired and several hand

bombs exploded during the
clash that continued for three
hours.

The attackers allegedly set
on fire the homes of Tara Mia, a
fisherman and two of his
nti hbours — Samsu Mia and

Laliar Mia.

— Star photo

thority on

A v1ew from the gu]ly

From Page

the other islandera frurn the
Tasman Sea.

With three of the world's top
class one-day masters back in
the dressing room for a shame-
ful 5 on the board, even the
bravest of the supporters must
have been seeking only a mira-
cle to halgpcn for the safe pas-

sage of the Sinhalese boat. In
th: heat and humidity that
touched a sultry height inside
the stadium Arjuna behaved
like a cool cucumber as if to
justify the famous gas company
slogan: we heat your boiler to
keep you cool. If anyone won-
dered whether he had any nerve
at all. none can blame him be-
cause Arjuna never showed he
had any. Not only for the con-
trol over himself one has to
admire his capacity to tame
even the muat !llafﬂl?:cnf his
teammates. With ut on
127 that assured them a place in
the semifinals against South
Africa. This has never been a
happy hunting ground for the
master blaster Jayasuriya.
Doull will be counting the first-
ball dismissal of Sanath as
probably his best achievement
in one-day cricket so far; it
should very well prove to be the
best for him. for a long time.

~ This ground is not unknown
to many of the Lankans. In fact
the first Sri Lankan team
Elaynd here in 1964 against
akistan in an unofficial "Test'.
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-, Ranatunga

I cannot remember the result
but I remember Anura Ten-
nekoon, Roy Dias and Co were
in that team. They came back
again in 1978 and played a
number of matches at Dhaka
and other towns. Some of them
have pla J:d regular club cricket
here and have many friends in
this country.

Marvan Atapattu and the lit-
tle ‘'dynamo’ Arvinda de Silva
fell to brilliant bowling and
fielding. For quite some time
after that it was only natural to
expect that New Zealand will
cover up their shortcomings of
the afternoon.

With a quartet of spiriners at
his command that represented
all forms of the art of slow
‘bowling, the Lankans totally
confused the Kiwis about their
method of tackling the spin-
ners. The confusion was further
confounded by a turning wicket
— the third one to be used yes-
terday. The Kiwis were clearly
out of sorts in the heat as Ar-
Luna played a masterly stroke

inviting them to bat. Only
Parur: mad: best use of a re-

rieve as he sweated through a
alf century that put some san-
ity in their innings

The wicket was not as
friendly as the other two on
which the first two matches
were played. At the pavilion end
the ball kept low which made
strokeplay difficult and Flem-
ing, Haris and Vettori were all
victims of low bounce.
's fighting
under such trying conditions
should long be remembered and
I think this was one of the best
innings of his illustrious
career. After all, it takes man
talents to make worl
champions.

For once everybody knew

who would be the player of the
| match.

innings

AL leader shot
dead 1n Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Oct 26: A district
Awami Leapue leader was shot
ﬁead] at ginakunda thana

ere last night

A group nrdﬂid:ntiﬂcd
armed men at Golam
Sarwar, a d.tslrict AL member,
when he was talking with his
party activists at a local bazar
al about 8:30 pm.

He was rushed to the Hari-
nakundu Thana Health Com-

lex where doctors declared
im dead.

Police arrested five BNP ac-

tivists in this connection.

Tazin Enterprise
staff stabbed,
robbed of Tk 16000

By Staff Correspondent

Armed muggers stabbed an
employee of Tazin Enterprise in
the city's: Bangshal area and
snatched Tk 16,000 from him
from near the Shiskha Bhaban
in the cit sltrda

&J , said he was
can'ying the muney on his way
to the Nawabpur branch of
Aﬁram Bank to pay the tele-
phone bill.

He was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital at
about 12:30 pm, hospital
sources said.

Port terminal
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Committee, filed a case with the
third sub-judge against Secre-
tary. Shipping Ministry.
Deputy Commissioner, Chit-
tagong., on behalf of the gov-
ernment, Chairman. Chit-
tagong Port Authority, and
Chittagong Development Au-
ptember 9.

The plaintiff, in his prayer,
stated that the defendants, in a
ﬁmup hatched a conspiracy to

estroy the Chittagong port by
planning to construct a private
port terminal.

The queen
has lost
her crown

ZAGREB, Oct 26: She has the
title, but not the crown.

Two weeks after a Muslim
was proclaimed Miss Croatia,
the jury reversed itself and
crowned runnerup, Ivana
Petkovic, reports AP.

In a somber atmosphere,
broadcast live on national
television late Sunday,
members of the jury chose
Petkovic, while five voted for
Lejla Sehovic, 22.

The new winner said she was
"as excited as during the first
voting” and that she entered the
new round of voting "with pure
... Motives."

Sehovic left in tears, after
she was not allowed to give a
statement.

"l wanted to say that this was
a set-up. that the new voting is

a farce,” the newspaper Vecerniji
List quoted her as saying. J
This year's beauty contest,

popular among Croats, turned
into a national scandal, when
organizers stripped Sehovic of
her title, citing voting irregu-
larities.

But in the country whére
man peuplf: do not consider
Muslims “real” Croats, the con-
test became a political issue,
with Croatian media and some
human rights groups saying
Sehovic was ousted just because
she's a Muslim.

Croatia, which has a small
Muslim minority, supported
Croats in neighbouring nia
during their 1993-4 conflict
with Muslims there and rela-
tions between the two remain
tense. About 80 per cent of Croa-
tia's 4.7 million people are Ro-
man Catholics.

After the first contest, media
reported that organisers were
unhappy with a Muslim repre-
senting Croatia at the Miss
World contest.
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Business leaders
decry flood
surcharges

Country’'s business leaders
viewed that industnal produc-
tion would be costlier as a result
of the post-flood rehabilitation
surtharﬁs imposed last week,
reports

Their reaction on the sup-
plementary fiscal measures
came from a meeting with Fi-
nance Minister Shah A M S
Kibria yesterday along with

SLl tions for making indus-
trial output competitive.
New FBCCI president Abdul

Awal Mintoo led the business
team in his first meeting with
the government's economic
pointsman who was aided by
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofail Ahmed and senior
bureaucrats.

The government imposed
surcharge ranging from 2 to 15
per cent on several services and
import items to mobilise some
Tk 300 crore in additional rev-
enue for financing post-flood
rehabilitation programme.

While observing that the
surcharges would make domes-
tic production costly. the busi-
ness leaders were unanimous
that cost of production should
be cut down to remain competi-
tive in world market.

Held at the Finance Minis-
ter's secretariat office, the meet-
ing also elaborately discussed
various means to make the do-
mestic manufacturing sectors
competitive through cost-cut-
ting.

Various aspects of official
assistance and support for the
industrial units al?ﬁ’:ttd by the
recent devastating floods were
also discussed at length in the

mmmneﬂs leaders pointed
out the problems related to
banking service and ports. They
also raised other business-re-
lated issues and asked for their
early solution

he finance minister as-
sured the business leaders ol ex-
tending assistance in solving
the problems.

He also asked the [inance
secretary Lo give duty to the gen-
eral manager-level ollicers or
above ol nationalised commer-
cial banks to ensure that no
complexities arise in extendin eﬁ
assistance to the flood-affect
industrial units

5 hurt 1n clash
over control

of tempo stand
By Staff Correspondent

Five persons were injured,
one of them critically. when
two rival groups clashed over
control of the tempo stand at
Mirpur Section 10. according to
police and hospital sources.

At least 50 home-made
bombs were exploded during the
clash which started at around

1:30 pm and conlinued for | v4,ng daughter, according to

| Ramna police.

about hall an hour. witnesses
said.
Police brought the situation

persons from the spot.

Of the injured. tempo drivers
Shahin, Shipon. and Swadhin
were admitted to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital.

Two others were given first
aid.

Critically injured Shipon
was kept at the Intensive Care
Unit of the hospital. His eyes
were and face was to-
tally burnt. DMCH sources said.

A case in this regard was
filed by a representative of the
Auto-tempo Sramik Union,
Mirpur police said.

Effective LG system to remove
problems of professionals : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment has taken steps to de-
centralise the administration
and strengthen the local
ernment bodies which will help
solving the problems of all pro-
fessionals. reports UNB.

"With decentralisation of the
administration and strength-
ening of the local government
bodies. the economic activities
at the grassroots level will
boost up.” she said addressin
the leaders of Prokrichi-BC
Cenltral Coordination Council.

A delegation of the Council,
led by its President Engineer
Mohammad Nurul Huda, met
the Prime Minister at her office
and a J;pris:d the PM some of
their demands.

The demands included par-
ity in job and salary structure,
promotion and selection grade.
and removal of anomalies
among different cadres.

They h praised the
ermment’'s eflorts in tu:km
the devasta flood and run-
ning the and rehabilita-

tion activities in a
The Prime Minister said

problems of W
will: also be with the in-
stallation of an effective local

nvernmcnt nuz.ntem lhmugh

unns

She said the t gov-
ernment has laid utmost im-
portance on uiture and
also mention the govern-
ment’'s plan to reach the -
care services to the door of

the Ecn le by establis
sub-centres at the union
levels.
g Lot
tion of« in
the flood relief activities,

Hasina called upon the doctors,

ann::rs agriculturists and all
other professionals to join
hands in the post flood rehabil-

itlttnn‘n and riml'.::trucunn
works losses
camed by flood. T

She uked the officials to
implement the post flood pro-
grammes and development
works in shortest possi time
for the greater interest of the
nation.

Secre General of Pro-
krichi-BC Coordination
Council Dr Mostafa Jalal Mo-
hiuddin, Iturist Abdul
Mannan Engincer A N H
Akhtar Hossain also spoke on
the occasion.

Agriculturist M Enamul
W Ruhul Matin, Dr
Mahbub. Chowdhury
Khalequzzaman. Prof Kafil
Uddin. turist Nazrul Is-
lam. Dr M Sharfuddin Ahmed.
Dr Badiuzzaman Bhuiyan
Monirul Islam, Mangal C
dra Das. Alauddin C ury
and Khabiruzzaman. among
others, were present.

Y'slav troops returning

to barracks in Kosovo

PRISTINA (Yugoslavia).

26: Yugoslav army units wcrr
withdrawing to their barracks
in Kosovo today. Serb sources
here said, report agencies.

An AFP reporter saw a con-
voy of about 40 vehicles head-
ing along the road from the cen-
tral town of Komorane towards
the provincial capital Pristina
late this morning.

The convoy consisted of
trucks with soldiers. half a
dozen tanks and many ar-
moured vehicles armed with
12.7 mm heavy machine guns.

A weekend visit by NATO
military chiefs to Belgrade pro-
duced ‘quite positive' results,
alliance diplomats said today
on the eve of the deadline for
the Yugoslav authorities to
comply with a UN resolution on
Kosovo.

The sources said that NATO's

| supreme commander in E

US General Wesley Clark, had
obtained 'serious commitments’

. from Yugoslav President Slo-

bodan Milosevic that there
would be a further withdrawal
of forces from Kosovo by to-
IMOTTOW evening

The positive report reduces
the likelihood that NATO will

decide to order airstrikes to

Doctor arrested
on rape charges
By Staff Correspondent

A lormer army doctor was
arresled for alleged rape of a
middle-aged woman and her

The mother registered a case

under control and picked up two . in_this connection yesterday.

police said.

The doctor, Capt (retd) Dr
Abul Bashar, raped the lady and
her daughter several times last
month when they visited him at
his chamber at Madhubagh. the
FIR said.

Asked why the FIR was
lodged after one month, police

the case was filed when an
attempt for reconciliation be-
tween the two sides had failed.

The case was lodged under
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act of 1995, po-

| lice said.

Zvonimir Cicak, head of the Croatian Helsinki Committee
for Human Rights, comforts Lejla Sehovic, a 22-year-old
Muslim, after a rerun of the Miss Croatia contest in

Zagreb Sunday. Sehovic,

who

won the Miss Croatia

beauty contest on October 11, and then was stripped of it
amid allegations of religious prejudice, lost her crown for
good last night when the same jury awarded the crown to

former runner-up Ivana Petkovic.

— AP/UNB photo

force Milosevic to fully comply
with the international com-
munity's demands. observers
said.

As the deadline approached,
the government's Serb Media
Center said three military units
were returning to their bar-
racks today in the towns of
Urosevac, Pristina and
Kosovska Mitrovica.

Later. a convoy of more than
two dozen green Yugoslav
tanks, other armoured vehicles
and trucks was seen rolling
through the Komorane check-
point toward Pristina.

Serb removed the road
signs ordering wehicles to halt
at the Komorane checkpoint, 20
kilometres west of Pristina, but
the licemen manning the

house at the intersection
remained on duty.

It was not clear if the check-
point was being fully disman-
tled, or if police would continue
to monitor traffic at the inter-
section.

NATO has demanded that
forces in Kosovo be withdrawn
or returned to barracks so that
tens of thousands of ethnic Al-

banian refugees who fled the

[ighting can return to their
homes safely.

The government has repeat-
edly claimed it is complying
with the orders. Ethnic Alba-
nian refugees, however. claim
Serb-led forces withdraw when
diplomatic monitors aplzaear
and then return alter they leave

to harass civilians.

Chouddagram
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At one stage of the clash
Shahabuddin was shot and he
died on the way to hospital.

Angry Shibir activists
brought out a procession in the
thana headquarters carrying
the body and put up barricades
on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway for about an hour to
protest the killing.

BCL leaders condemned the
attack by Shibir workers and
claimed that 12 of their ac-
tivists were injured in the
clash.

Two muggers

From Page 1

The muggers stopped them
and snatched the money when
they were returning home in a
rickshaw at about 2:30 pm. po-
lice said.

As the victims started
screarrung local people chased

the muggers and police on duty
near by arrested two of them
and recovered the money.

Of the muggers, one, how-
ever, managed to flee. police
said. The arrested will be pro-
duced before the court today.

Cabinet

From Page 1

ests of the hill people.” said a
source in the Parbattya Chatta-
am Jano Sanghati Samity
SS) led by Shantu Larma.
“Besides, the law remains
inconsistent with the CHT
treaty and two other identical
laws on Khagrachhari and
Bandarban district councils as
well until the amendment is
adopted by parliament.”
However, the amendment
would be placed before the
members of parliament for
consideration during the ensu-
ing session of Jatiya Sangsad,
overnment sources said. The
55 session is scheduled to start
November 5. Meanwhile, the
Cabinet has approved in prin-
r:lpl: a World n:iPoual for
"a new type of loan™ called
“*Adaptable Programme L.l:m:l
ing” for the energy sector re-
forms, Cabinet sources
According to a minister
“The energy minlsu;‘\: wnuld
start negntjnunn with the WB
a mu%;: months and settle the
issue before the end of the pre-
sent financial year.”

Blocks 19, 20

From Page 1
roposed different profit—shar-
ing structures for different
parts of a block which the gov-
ernment negotiators turned

down.
These issues are now being

discussed.
"If the talks with Maersk are

itive, the government might
apwulr!ard it a gou-ck“ said one

source,

t‘ﬂﬂ

50000 likely to

be infected with

HIV in Calcutta
by 2000

CALCUTTA. Oct 26: The
number of HIV-infected people
in Calcutta will near a -
mgl 50.000 before the end of this
millennium, according to a

by scientists at the Indian
Sta nﬁc;111 Institute (ISI) here,

The study, which forecasts
that over 49,000 people in the

polis will have contacted

metro

the deadly AIDS-causing virus
by 1999, has set the medical and
health think-tank of the state
ticking to find ways to check

the rate.
The tion, published in
the Indian journal of Medical

Research has been compiled
from published HIV infection
data in government reports,
survey reports of the school of
tropical medicine and related
figures from concerned NGOs

working in the field.

Indo-Bangla border
confce begins

Bangladesh Rifles and In-
dian F opened a three-day
border conference in the city

y. reports UNB.
m&ﬁmﬂuus issues of push-
in and cross-border smuggling
of arms and drugs were dis-
cussed in the conference.

The top officials of BDR and
BSF also discussed trafficking
of women and children, border
demarcation, exchange of en-
claves, Tin Bigha corridor, re-

and maintenance of border
pillars and other issues relating
to the common borders between
the two neighbours.

The meeting being held at
the BDR arters agreed to
cooperate with each other in
adopting effective measures to

revent smuggling and other
rder related offences.
Director General of

Bangladesh Rifles Major Gen-
eral Azizur Rahman led the
Bangladesh side while Director
General of BSF E N Rammohan
led the 11-member Indian side
at the talks.

Proposed CDS

From
chaired by the finance secr:lar}r
was likely to discuss the issue
today. “This should also act as a
pressure on the brokers and
dealers to go corporate.”

The central depository, as
envisaged, will eliminate the
necessity of maintaining a full-
fledged share division by the
listed companies. It would also
ensure safekeeping of valuable
share certificates.

The bourses will send all
transaction data to CDS, which
will record the transfers, and
the shares will automatically
change accounts. The share-
holders will not have to go to
the companies to transfer their
shares.

“Establishment of a central
depository will pave the way for
scripless trading. It will reduce
expenses and risks as there will
not be any physical transfer of
shares,” anntg::r SEC official
said. “Most important, it will
eliminate fake scrips.”

The CDS would also hel
eliminate the kerb market wi
wider investor participation
from different parts of the
country, the official said.

Petrobangla

From Page 1
sides, the existing PSCs must be
evaluated and we must see how
Bangladesh is benefited from
those. Unless we do that, we
should not sign new PSCs," said

an .
A mohangla official noted,

"block offers under the second
round bidding can't be totally
closed. It is very difficult con-

sidering the prcuaurt from the
donor countries and big powers.
These companies have their
own plans and they'd continue
pressurising the ment to
award them the blocks.”

"We've started a process to
award the blocks. Now we can't
stop it because of the diplomatic

ure. Our s tions have
reached the government's top
level and all decisions about
the blocks are coming from
there. It now seems that the
vernment is going to H.'
away all the blocks, whic
very unfortunate.”



