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Accord to open way for perman

WASHINGTON, Oct 24: A
breakthrough Middle East
agreement, mediated by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton over nine tor-
tli_luus days 11;13 the seclusion of a
Chesapeake Bay retreat, o S
the way for Isragrl and the Fg]-;-
tinians to enter the home
stretch of even tougher negotia-
tions for a permanent peace, re-
ports AP,

"This ent is designed
to rebuild trust and a new hope
for peace between the parties,”
Clinton said Friday at a White
House ceremony to sign the ac-
cord. "Now both sides must
build on that hope, carry out
their commitments, begin the
difficult but urgent journey to-
ward a permanent settlement.”

The land-for-peace a&w&
ment is known as the e
Riv.-r Memorandum," for the
Wye River Conference Centre on
Maryland's Eastern Shore
where Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian Chairman Yasser
Arafat encamped for nine days
with Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. They were

joined on all but two days by
Clinton and, on two occasions,
by the ailing King Hussein of
Jordan.

"Today is a day when [srael
and our entire on are more
secure,” Netanyahu told the au-
dience of exhausted negotiating
teams, members of Congress
and the Washington diplomatic
corps. "Now this has required
sacrifice from both sides, and
reaching into what Lincoln
called the better nature of
mankind.”

Arafat, who joined Ne-
tanyahu in praising Clinton for
relentlessly pushing them to
overcome their differences, said
the Palestinians now had
higher hopes for reaping the
benefits of peace with Israel.

"We will never leave the
peace process and we will never

o back to violence and con-
rontation,” Arafat said to a
burst of applause.
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UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, left, shows his Seoul

All three men showed the
strain of the marathon negoti-
‘ations. The talks Oct 15
on a brilliantly sunny after-
noon in the River woods
and ended Friday afternoon
after an all-night session that
was stretched longer by a last-
minute Israeli demand for the
release of an American impris-
oned for sp for Israel.

"People around the world
should be heartened by this
achievement today,” Clinton
declared. "Israel can have the
genuine security and recogni-
tion it has sought for so long.
The Palestinian people can at
long last realise their aspira-
tions to live free, in safety, in
charge of their own destiny."

Achieved just 11 days before
the Nov 3 elections, the W
River accord was a big diplo-
matic triumph for Clinton, sug-
gesting the portrait of an effec-
tive leader despite the threat of
impeachment. He spent 85.5
hours at the talks, an extraor-
dinary investment of presiden-
tial time, energy and prestige.

In a s Friday night to
black religious leaders, Clinton
said he was honored to have
held the summit. "I felt that it
was a of my job as presi-
dent, my mission as a Chris-
tian and my personal journey
of atonement,” he said.

Early reaction to the accord
was positive on Capitol Hill.

Sen Dianne Feinstein, a
California Democrat, praised it
as "testament to ttl:.]f i;?;:t that
seemingly intractable disputes
can be rciulvﬂd when the politi-
cal will exists to do so.”

Melvin Salberg, chairman of
the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organ-
isations, thanked Clinton for
his role and said Netanyahu
had proved Israel's commit-
ment to achieving peace.

- The agreement will give the
Palestinians 13 per cent more
of Israeli-held territory on the
West Bank of the Jordan River.
In return. the Palestinians
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Peace Prize, a biennial award set up in 1990 to
commemorate the 1988 Seoul Olympics, as his wife Nane
applauds at the Shila Hotel in Seoul Friday. Annan was
chosen as the recipient of this year's prize for his contri-
bution to world peace through international diplomatic

and humanitarian endeavours.

— AP/UNB photo

5 Kurdish rebels burn to death:

Five Kurdish rebels burned themselves to death in Turkish jails
on Friday in a show of loyalty to their leader, and rebels and

far-left prisoners took dozens of

guards hostage in coordinated

protests at jails across the country, Reuters reports from Di-

yarbaki, Turkey.

In addition to five who died by their own hands, five other
Kurds set themselves ablaze and were seriously burned, a prison
official said. The rebels were demonstrating their supmmfur
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK] leader Abdullah Ocalan, ed
from neighbouring Syria under a recent Turkish-Syrian
agreement. Later in the day, Kurdish rebels and far-felt

prisoners took dozens of
protest, state-run Anatolian

ards hostage in a coordinated
ews Agency said.

Vietnam flood death toll now 28:

The death toll from flood

in central Vietnam has risen to 28.

with damage estimated at 100 billion dong (7 million dollars) in
one of the country's poorest regions, officials said Saturday. AP

reports from Hanoi.

Downpours with 300 to 500 millimetres of rain earlier this

week have raised water levels in most rivers in the
submerged large tracts of land. The Binh Dinh
and storm control committee said eight people

while Quan
in K}:anh
Yen

Ngai repo

rted seven deaths. Six peo
oa province, four in Ninh Thuan and three in Phu

on and
rovincial flood
ad died there,

le were killed
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edqed steps to fight terrorism
Islamic militants and
to scrap provisions in their

Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion charter that call for the de-
struction of Israel.

Clinton said he will travel to
the Middle East to address the
Palestinian National Council
and urge reconciliation, toler-
ance and . Aides said the
trip would be in mid-December
at an undisclosed site.

Friday's hard-won accord is
an interim step toward a final
agreement due to be completed

by May 4, 1999.

The timetable is important
because Arafat has said he in-
tends to unilaterally declare a
Palestinian state — his goal for
more than 30 years — if a final

ace settlement is not reached

y May. Such a move would
carry unpredictable conse-
quences.

Clinton cautioned that even
under the best circumstances, a
manent peace accord will be

to ?L

"No doubt, as peace gains

momentum, forces of hate — no

matter how isolated and des-
perate — will once again lash
out," Clinton said. He said Ne-
tanyahu and Arafat "know this
... and are to face it."

Jordan's Hussein, who twice
intervened in the talks with
emotional appeals for peace de-
spite his battle with cancer,
said Israel and the Palestinians
were moving in the right direc-
tion.

“There has been enough de-
struction, death,
waste," the king said. "And it's

b e

time that together we occupy a *

place beyond ourselves, our
peoples, that is worthy of them
and of their sons, the descen-
dants of the children of Abra-
ham.”
Clinton pledged to ask
for a of aid to
help Israel meet security costs
associated with troop rede-
ployments and to assist

Arafat's Palestinian Authority
with economic development.

Asked about the size of the
US aid commitment, Albright
declined to cite any specific
amounts.
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President Clinton leads, from left, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, into the East Room of

West Bank accord, Friday.

the White House, where Arafat and Netanyahu signed the

— AP/UNB photo
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WASHINGTON, Oct 24 An
Israeli-Palestinian interim
g}:ﬁce accord was si at the

ite House Friday, reports
AFP.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
{amln Netanyahu. Palestinian
eader Yasser Arafat, Jordan's
King Hussein and US President
Bill Clinton signed the accord
after nine days of negotiations.

The River memorandum
signed iday came after a
marathon nine-day set of Mid-
dle East peace talks at Wye
mills on the Maryland shore.

The accord ended a 19-

' month deadlock in the Middle

East peace negotiations and
will lead in 10 days’ time to dis-
cussions on the final status of
Palestinian territories in ad-
vance of the May 4, 1999 dead-
line for a final settlement under
the Oslo accords.

Here are the central points of
the memorandum.

— Israeli will transfer 13 per
cent of territories it controls in
the West Bank to the Palestini-
ans, the Palestinian Authority
will allocate three per cent of its
territory for 'green spaces' and
"or nature reserves.”

The Israeli side will have re-
sponsibility in the green spaces
for protecting Israeli citizens
and countering terrorism.

— The Palestinian and Is-
raeli sides agree to take all
measures to prevent acts of ter-
rorism and to take legal mea-
sures nst offenders in their
respective jurisdictions.

— A US-Palestinian commit-
tee will meet biweekly to review

. the steps taken to eliminate ter-

rorist cells and evaluate legal
measures against suspected ter-
rorists.

— The Palestinian side will
prosecute illegal weapons
manufacturing or sales, a US-
[sraeli-Palestinian committee
will work toward preventing
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Highlights of ME
peace accord

weapons or explosives smug-
gling into Palestinian territo-
ries. =

— The Palestinian side will
issue a decree banning all forms
of incitement to violence or ter-
ror and set up procedures for
quashing all such expressions
or threats;

— A US Palestinian Israeli
commitiee will monitor cases
of incitement to violence and
make recommendations for

how they can be stopped.

— In the area of security co-
operation the two sides will
maintain a "continuous inten-
sive and comprehensive” bilat-
eral programme including an
exchange of forensic expertise,
training and other assistance.

— A second committee com-
prisirg high ranking US Israeli
and Palestinian officials will
meet at least every two weeks to
review counter terrorism mea-
sures.

— The Palestinians will
provide a list to the Israelis of
its policemen, who will execute
their duties with due regard to

internationally a ted norms
?l' human rights and the rule of
aw.”

— The Palestinian Libera-
tion Organisation's National
Committee and the Palestinian
Central Council will expunge
anti-Israeli articles from the
national charter, US President
Bill Clinton will address the
Palestinian governing bodies
when they convenes to amend
the charter.

— The Israeli and Pales-
tinian sides agree to take neces-
sary steps for the "timely” open-
ing of an industrial park in the
Gaza Strip and to fulfill a new
protocol lor an international
airport there, the sides will
launch a 'strategic economic di-
alogue’ to enhance their eco-
nomic relationship.

A Typhoon Babs:

death toll
climbs to 124

MANILA, Oct 24: Typhoon
Babs raced toward southern
China on Saturday, leaving
behind a trail of destruction on
the Philirpines' main island
where at least 124 people died
and hundreds of thousands
were forced to flee their homes,

reports AP.
Philippines President
Joseph Estrada declared three

provinces and a city in the
worst hit area on the southern
tip of Luzon island under a state
of calamity. He was expected to
add more provinces to the list
once the full extent of the dam-
age was determined.

Disaster officials said the
toll on lives and property would
rise as telephone service is re-
stored and roads blocked by
landslides and flooding are re-
opened in the worst hit areas.

By early Saturday Babs had
moved out over the South China
Sea, 280 kilometers (175 miles)
west-northwest of Dagupan City
in Pangasinan province,
weather officials said. It had
sustained winds of 120 kph [75
mph], with gusts up to 150 kph
[Elg mph), and was headed to-
ward southern China.

Vajpayee tells Sonia
Resist attempt
to create
instability

NEW DELHI, Oct 24: Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
has asked Congress president
Sonia Gandhi to desist from
any attempt to create instabil-
ity in the country and rejected
suggestions that the coming as-
sembly elections will be a refer-
endum on his government'’s per-
formance, reports PTI.

"If the Congress Party and its
leader Sonia Gandhi are truly
sincere in their promise of con-
structive opposition, then they
should desist from any attempt
to create instability in the
country,” he said in an inter-
view to English weekly "India
Today" for its forthcoming edi-

tion.

Asked if he thought
Congress, which had promised
to function as a constructive
0 l:lioalunn party, was a respon-
sible opposition, Vajpayee said
the Congress did not claim to
form the government in March
and it did not lend support to
other parties interested in
forming the pgovernment be-

cause ol its own compulsions.

Chinese dissidents renew bid
to form party

BELJING, Oct 24: Defying a
police crackdown, democracy
campaigners in two Chinese
provinces have renewed efforts
to set up an opposition party to
challenge Communist Party
rule, gm:IPs reported Saturday,
reports AP.

Emboldened by the govern-
ment's signing of two key UN
rights treaties, dissidents have
sought to test the country's 49-
year ban on opposition politics.

The pro-democracy activists
have been trying to register the
China Democracy Party in at
least nine provinces and major
cities since July. But police
have detained at least 20 of
them — mostly for short periods
of time — and all applications
have been turned down.

Two dissidents in southern
Guizhou province and at least
five in central Henan province
sent applications for party
branches this week to civil af-
fairs authorities, a US-based
opposition party and a dissi-
dent monitoring group in Hong
Kong said Saturday.

ours after Wang Bing tele-
phoned Henan officials to no-
tify them of the application on

Friday, policc in Anyang cit
told the Ed?ssidmt he }lr'nugt npj-r

for questioning on Mon-
day, the Information Centre of
Human Rights and Democratic
Movement reported.

Police also took away an-
other veteran campaigner,
Wanbao, from his home in
northeastern Changchun city
Friday night and his where-
abouts were unknown as of Sat-
urday morning, the Informa-
tion Centre said.

"Democratisation has al-
ready become an unstoppable
world trend. and forming polit-
ical parties and groups is a ba-
sic, heaven-bestowed human
right that cannot be taken
away," the Information Centre
quoted the Guizhou dissidents
as saying in their application.

The Henan dissidents noted
that "the twins of dictatorship
and corruption seriously
threaten China's social equal-
ity" and only democratic. con-
stitutional government could
stop them, the Chinese Democ-
racy and Justice Party reported.

cﬁulh applications stressed
that because freedom of assem-
bly was already enshrined in
Cﬁina's constitution party

backers were doing nothing il-
legal.

Guizhou dissidents Zeng
Ning and Wei Dengzhong
pointed out that the govern-
ment pledged to respect basic
rights by signing the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights earlier this
month.

China has yet to ratify the
treaty or another key rights
pact it signed a year ago. At an
unprecedented government-
backed international human
rights conference in Beijing last
week, the spokesman for the
State Council, or Cabinet, said
China would hew to its own in-
terpretation of rights.

In their roundup of would-be
China Democracy Party mem-
bers. police have indicated that
the group has been branded
subversive by Chinese leaders.

Another dissident, Chen
Zengxiang, was sentenced re-
cently in a closed trial to seven
years in prison. His family has
not been told why, but the US-
based Chinese Democracy and
Justice Party claims that Chen
was a member of its under-
ground network inside China,

Tests on Diana’s Mercedes

PARIS, Oct 24: Long-awaited
results of tests on Princess Di-
ana's Mercedes show the car
had no technical problems, was

oing slower than originally be-
ieved, and definitely brushed

ainst a Fiat Uno, sources
close to the investigation said
Friday, reports AP.

The tests on the Mercedes,
which have been conducted for
the past 13 months at a police
lab outside Paris, have been
seen as the biggest piece of the
puzzle still missing in the in-
vestigation into Diana's death
in a Paris traffic tunnel on Aug.
31, 1997.

Two sources both of whom
spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity,
said the tests had been com-
pleted and will be transmitted
to Judge Herve Stephan on Nov.
2. They included both crash
tests and tests u a computer.

According to the sources,
they showed that:

— The Mercedes had no prob-
lems with its brakes, contrary
to reported testimony in the po-
lice record that car was precari-

Results show car had
no technical problem

ous when braking suddenly.

It also had no problems with
its airbags, the sources said. In-
vestigators were believed to
have been looking at whether
the front air bags may have in-
flated before the car struck the
tunnel's pillar — perhaps as a
{Iesult of the brush with the

no.

— That driver Henri Paul
was only going at 100 kilome-
ters per hour (62 mph). That is
much slower than initial re-
ports speculated. Still, it is
twice the s limit. |

Paul, who was drunk at the
time of the crash, was killed, as
was Diana's boyfriend, Dodi
Fayed. The only survivor was
bodyguard Trevor Rees-Jones.

— That the Mercedes, as has
long been believed, did indeed
have a brush with a Fiat Uno
before crashing. However, it is
not known to what extent the
incident caused the crash.

Police have questioned al-
most 3,000 owners of Fiat Unos,
but are thought to have long ago
given up hope of finding either
the car or the owner.

Vajpayee on mending fences with Pakistan

India 'willing to go more
than half the way'

NEW DELHI, Oct 24: India is
"willing to go more than half
the way" to mend fences with
Pakistan provided it stopped
meddling in Kashmir, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
was quoted as saying in an in-
terview, reports AFP.

Vajpayee's comments to the
'India Today' magazine, to be
published this weekend, urged
Islamabad not to call for out-
side mediation to resolve a
decades old dispute over Kash-
mir between India and Pak-
istan.

Pakistan demands a UN-
sponsored referendum in the
divided territory but India sa
its sovereignty over the Hi-
malayan state of Kashmir is
unquestionable,

aﬂ:a ee also said that al-
thoug was the bone of
contention between the two es-
tranged South Asian neigh-
bours, the dispute should not be

allowed to stunt ?mspccls of
improving bilateral ties.

"It undoubtedly is a crucial
issued determining the content
and contours of the relation-
ship between India and Pak-
istan.” 'India Today' quoted Va-
jpayee as saying in an advance
copy of the interview released to
the media here Friday.

"What successive Iindia gov-
ernments have been telling Is-
lamabad is that we need not and
should not hold pro%'ess in our
bilateral relations hostage to
the resolution of the Kashmir
issue.

"There is immense scope to
advance on other issues like

trade and commerce, my mes-
to the people and rulers of

Pakistan is: "as neighbours, we |

want peace and friendship and
c00 tion with you so that to-

er we can change the face of
guth Asia."”

Peru, Ecuador
end decade-old
dispute

LIMA, Oct 24: Peru and
Ecuador ended a bloody,
decades-old dispute by accept-
ing on Friday a binding pro-
posal from peace brokers, in-
cluding the United States, that
effectively rids Latin America
of its last border flashpoint, re-
ports Reuters.

Presidents Alberto Fujimori
of Peru and Jamil Mahuad of
Ecuador said they accepted the

roposal drawn up by the

nited States, Brazil, Argentina
and Chile and will sign an
accord on Monday settling the
dispute that last flared into war
in 1995.

Starting Monday, we are go-
ing to have peace in both coun-
tries — hopefully forever", Ma-
haud said. -

Said Fujimori: "this is one
hu&;& problem out of the way,
both countries are winners be-
cause both have achieved

peace.”

TAKHMAU, Cambodia, Oct
24: Cambodian leader Hun Sen
has thrown his support behind
a proposal for the ruling Farty
to share the presidency of par-
liament with the opposi
aide said Saturday, n:é)orl:s AP,

Both Hun Sen's Cambodia
People's Party and the main o

osition party, FUNCINPEC,
ave staked claims to the top
post in parliament, a dispute
that has been a major stum-
bling block in stalled negotia-
tions to form a new government

fnllnwingh‘.lul elections.
A behind-the-scenes pro-

tion, an

posal for the two parties to
share the position with co-pres-
idents has been whispered

about since formal negotiations
broke down earlier this month,
but Hun Sen is the first party
leader to openly support the
idea.

Hun Sen spoke of the poten-
tial deal in a Saturday meeting
with Japanese Foreign Affairs
Secretary of State Nobutaka

N.w steps proposed to crack down
on illegal immigration in UK

LONDON, Oct 24: The British
government has proposed new
measiires to cracl? down on ille-

al immigration, mainly from
th Asia. Large numbers of
illegal immigrants are sus-
ected to be smuggled into
ritain every year, including
thousands of Punjabis from
India and Pakistan. The gov-
ernment proposes to get tough
with those smuggling illegal
immigrants into Britain, Home
Secretary Jack Straw has indi-
cated, reports IANS.,

The proposed measures in-
clude a controversial move to
hold truck drivers responsible
for any illegal immigrants
caught in their vehicles, The
housands of trucks coming

lo Britain are said to be a
common method of bringing
South Asians illegally into this
mun%. British Customs do not
have resources to check ev-
ery truck and bus in. A
new wave of illegal immigra-
tion has also opened up
the Eurostar train from Paris

London, Straw told the Com-
mons Home Affairs  Select

Committee, "There are too
many flooding through on Eu-
rostar, Paris. We are thinkin
about imposing carriers' liabi
ity on drivers ol private cars be-
cause of the large numbers who
are coming through that way,”
he said.

The liability is expected to be
included in the Asylum and
Immigration Bill due in the
next session of Parliament.
Straw called it the only way left
to deal with "the substantial in-
crease of wholly illegal immi-
grants." But truckers associa-
tions are strongly resisting an
moves to hold them responsible
for ¢ ng illegal immigrants
into Britain. "Our members are
truckers, not immigration offi-
clals,”" Dan Hodges of the Road
Haulage Association sald in a
statement. If the law is im-
posed, he warned, "we will have
no option but to advise our
mem to release immigrants
without informing the authori-
ties when they discover them.”

Immigration advisers in
Birmingham told IANS that
while Indians and Pakistanis

are kﬁ:?ling up a "steady flow."
the highest number of illegal
immigrants coming to Britain
are from Kosovo, Yugoslavia
and some East European states.
Most of these slip into London
on the Eurostar. - Many of those
who do succeed in settling ille-
gally in Britain "are often
gﬂ:au}r disappointed,” said a

irmingham lawyer. "It means
dﬂnEcrnua living. a lot of heavy
work, and little money for it,"
he told said.

Most of the illegal immi-
ts from India are from the
ba rt%lun of Punjab cover-

ing Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur
districts. Many of them have
relatives already living in
Britain. They reach Britain
and other West European na-
tions travelling through Russia
or the Central Asian republics
and then East Europe. Britain,
with its large Indian commu-
nity of more than a million,
remains a favourite destina-
tion. The {llegal immigrants
from India are known to pay
halfl a million wccu each to
middlemen for being smuggled
into Britain.

A relva cri vnr the body of one
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of three ethnic Albanian children killed by Serb
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border police Thursday, during the funeral in the village of Gricina, 70 km south of

Pristina, near the Albanian border Friday. The children were among a group of refugees
returning to Kosovo from Albania.

— AP/UNB photo

Machimura, Hun Sen aide Prak

Hun Sen for sharing of
parliament presidency

Sokhonn told reporters at the
Cambodian leader's heavil
fortified residence 15 km sou
of Phnom Penbh.

"There has been a proposal
that there should be co-presi-
dents in the parliament. The
prime minister is pleased and
agrees with it," Prak Sokhonn
said. "He is now waiting for an
answer from FUNCINPEC."

Prak Sokhonn said the pro-
Hosa] is the second attempt to

nd and acceptable post for
FUNCINPEC leader Prince
Norodom Ranariddh, who was
ousted from his position as co-
premier last year in a violent
coup d'etat led by Hun Sen.

FUNCINPEC Secretary Gen-
eral Tol Lah said Saturday that
there has been no change in the
party's negotiating position and
was reluctant to comment on
Hun Sen's support of parlia-
mentary co-presidents.

"We maintain our old posi-
tion," Tol Lah said. "1 have to
m until I discuss this with my
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10 books in the palm
of a hand!

NEW YORK: I ne holdi
hand — and being able to read

10 books in the palm of your
em in dark.

That's the idea behind an electronic book unveiled Friday,

reports AP.

Once the stuff of science fiction, Rocket eBook packs in 4,000

pages of text and hics — or about 10 a
e e T

It may seem sa to - UAacs c

. 2 of "On The Road" st in the

paperback-size,

country with a dog-eared co
t;yucket ButuE. half 1:!1:»:::15'1}Ir other com

back

novels — into a
99 US dollars.
the

es are devﬂa:slnﬁ
their own versions of machines that would let people downloa

novels thro
SoftBook
1.4-kilo, 599 dollar device
- mostly co
Pennsyl

the Internet.

a, is prod

wtu"t]:lp could hold a tgl{m ion pages S g
can on Web, can a book — instantly,
artin E&huﬂ, chlefm?mﬂ officer n{HuwHedll.tt[ze

said

rate clients. And
u a 1.8 kilo device at 1,500 dollars

s of Menlo Park, California. is marketing a
holding up to 100,000

k Inc. of Midtown,
when available next year

Palo Alto, California-based company that makes the eBook.
He introduced the plastic, -tech tablet at the Barnes and

Noble fl ip store in New

ork. The giant bookseller is

making electronic titles for the eBook available online for

download
minutes to

onto a personal computer, It takes two to five
Ibunk.ﬂhich?ﬂﬁmﬂ 18 to 25 dollars.

There are no freight charges, no warehouses, no out-of-print
books. Plus, it can be read anywhere,

“It's hard to :&llﬂfnm

comfortable on the living

room
Eberhard. "But when | get into

wife says, 'The light's off, dude!' — | can tum
ﬂm v LR

book




