President cancels
meeting with

JU teachers

By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday cancelled his
meeting with the Vice Chancel-
lor, Pro Vice Chancellor and
some teachers of Jahanghna-
gar University, officials of the
university said.

The President had earlier
invited them to meet him at
10:30 am on Saturday.

Prof Alauddin Ahmed, Vice
Chancellor of JU when con-
tacted last night said, "Private
secretary to the President in-
formed us today over telephone
regarding cancellation of the
programme.”

No fresh date for the meeti
was communicated, he sai
without explaining the reason
behind the cancellation of the
meeting. .

Earlier, it was reported in
The Daily Star quoting the VC
that the meeting of the Presi-
dent might centre on the situa-
tion arising out of the rape in-
cidents on the campus.

Mini WC
Steps to ensure

uninterrupted
power supply

The government has taken
steps to keep the country's
power supply uninterrupted
during the lirst ever knockout
World Cup, reports UNB.

PDB workers have been
working hard to ensure unin-
terrupted power supply to the
Bangabandhu Stadium and
throughout the country during
the tournament.

This was informed at a high
level review meeting on power
supply situation yesterday with
state minister for power, energy
and mineral resources Prof
Rafiqul Islam in the chair.

Rafiqul Islam hoped that the
efforts to ensure uninterrupted
power z-:-u;:gly will be successful
and said that the country's im-
age is closely related with the
tournament as cricket fans of
about 200 countries are ex-
pected to watch it.

He directed all concerned to

See Page 12 Col 6

Jubo Dal leader
stabbed to
death in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 22: One
Jubo Dal leader was stabbed to
death allegedly by his rivals in
Aturadepot area under Panch-
laish thana last night, party
sources said.

Azam Khan received serious
injuries when his rivals
stabbed in his throat at 8 pm
last night. He later died at the

Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. police said.

Police said Azam was at-
tacked by his rivals at one stage
of altercation over an amount
of advance money that he paid
to buy some garments wastage
clothes.

But BNP and  Jubo Dal
blamed the activists of BCL for
killing Azam, joint secretary of
Jubo Dal of Panchlaish unit.

BNP and Jubo Dal support-
ers held rallies and processions
today to protest the killing.

First consignment
of Indian rice
arrives

The first consignment of
1.925 metric tons of rice do-
nated by India for the country's
ﬂ;;]:rud vif’:tims arrived at Dar-
shana train today, reports
UNB. Y 4 PO

Khulna Divisional Com-
missioner received the con-
signment from the Joint Secre-
tary of Indian Food Ministry.

The Indian government
committed to donate 20,000 mt
of rice for the flood affected
people of Bangladesh.

Regrets
Entertainment page
could not be published

today for unavoidable cir-
cumstances. It will be pub-

lished tomorrow

‘Allow Me to Think,
Humanity’s Glory
Is also Mine’
Column: Do I Dare!

by AZM Obaidullah
Khan
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Ungendered post-flood
rehabilitation; Silent
voices speak out, and
Prioritizing the envi-

ronment: A civic

response from abroad
Pages 6 & 7

USA

Refrigerator

VICTIMS OF DISGRACEFUL POLITICS: An u

http://www dailystarnews.com

Extra 4-page Special SPORTS every day

e e
-------

e N,
.........

M )

o =, J

OCTOBER 23, 1998

T

nidentified boy, in an unconscious state, i1s being

Hospital, where he died after midnight, doctors said the boy was about 15. (Right) In the same area,
unidentified boy tries to escape police wrath.

&
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dragged by police
near Nawab Yusuf Market in the city's Nayabazar during yesterday's hartal. Later, at Dhaka Medical College
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Two killed, 200

hurt 1in hartal

violence

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were killed and
around 200 including 10 po-
licemen injured durln%l the
eight-hour cnunLrlyl'w'lde artal

esterday at the call of the BNP-

_led Seven Party Alliance,

Inter-city buses remained off
the roads. Rail communication
across the country was dis-
rupted.

The situation in the capital
was more tense than in other
parts of the country.

The deaths aside, the city
saw a brutal police torture of a
teenage boy, who was now fight-
ing for iife at Dhaka Medieal
Ccﬁlege Hospital (DMCH).

Police version
Pro-hartal activists and

pickets yesterday created panic
in the public minds and at-
tempted to disrupt the normal
movement of traffic in Dhaka
metropolitan area and other
arts of the country during the
Eal!‘—day hartal across the
country called by the BNP-led
Seven Party Alliance, a press
release issued by police head-
quarters said yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

The hartal supporters at-
tacked the members of the po-
lice engaged in the maintenance

See Page 12 Col 6

Police arrested 149 people in
the city after clashes.

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Bagha Siddik, 28. He
succumbed to bomb injuries in
his chest he had received while
in a pro-hartal procession at
Sutrapur in Old Dhaka.

About 100 were injured in
the capital., Many of them
landed in DMCH.

Those admitted to the
DMCH with bomb injuries in-
cluded: Aftabuddin (40) at
Nawabpur, Akhter (22) at Cap-
tain Bazar, Nurul Islam (25) at
Mohammadpur, Nurun Nabi
(34) and Basu (30) at Moghbazar
Rail Crossing, Nayan Chandra
and Ajit at Motijheel, Abdul
Mannan at Tikatuli.

Besides, another 10 with
bomb injuries were admitted to
the hospital whose identities
could not be known,

Some others with minor in-
juries also came to the hospital
and were released after first aid,
hospital officials said.

Life in the city came almost
to a halt during the eight-hour
shutdown. All schools, busi-

" nesses, shops and city markets

remained closed. Motor vehi-

cles did not ply; a small number

of rickshaws and push carts

were there as usual on a hartal
See Page 12 Col 4

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said yesterday that the
opposition agitation aimed to
“protect” the killers of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and the four national
leaders.

“They're said to have been
conspiring to unseat our gov-
ermment before the judgment in
the Bangabandhu murder case
on November 8 and install the
killers in power,” the prime
minister told a conference of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCLJ), student wing of ruling
Awami League, in the city yes-
terday.

She said Leader of the Oppo-
sition Khaleda Zia began issu-
ing such threats three months
after the Awami League had
taken over the reins of the gov-

By Staff Correspondent

ernment and asked her to shun
the "path of conspiracy”.

The prime minister de-
scribed the opposition agitation
as destructive activities and
said they were indulging in
those out of frustration of los-
ing power.

“They're now out to save the
self-coniessed killers and creat-
ing issues for $8~Called agita-
tion.” she told the BCL confer-
ence at Institution of Engineers.
soon alfter yesterday's coun-
trywide hartal was over.

Blasting the BNP and its al-
lies for eniorcing two hartals in
four days, an an prime min-
ister said they called the first

hartal on the birthday of
Sheikh Russell, her slain
brother, "to stand by the

killers®™ who were now facing

Hasina blasts BNP, allies
for 'backing the killers'

trial.

Criticising the cause of that
hartal -- authorities’ refusal to
let them use the Paltan Maidan
for a hunger strike -- Hasina
said the venue could not be al-
lowed as preparations were on
there for the Wills Cup Cricket
Tournament. “They were of-
fered the Osmany Uddyan. a
better place where the fasting
could observed more com-
fortably under shade of trees.”

The PM was also critical of
the cause of yesterday's hartal.
She said a heroine-addict was
killed in mob beating when
caught in an incident of snatch-
ing at Fakirerpool during Sun-
day's hartal in the city. She
called the death of the person
(Akkas Ali) unfortunate but

See Page 12 Col |

Tania rape case
stayed, govt asked

to show cause

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday di-
rected the government to show
cause within two weeks as to
why an order shall not be
passed for judicial inquiry into
the Tania rape case.

Tania.::ﬁed about 4-5 years,
was alle y raped at about 3

m on March 3. 1998 in the po-
fce control room near the of-
fice-room of the Chiefl Metro-
pﬂ!i]!g,n Magistrate. Dhaka

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Mohammad
Golam Rabbani and Justice
Mohammed Jainul Abedeen
also ordered stay of all further
proceedings of the case till dis-
posal of the rule.

The trial of the case was pro-
ceeding in the Nari-O-Shishu
Nirjatan Daman Bishesh Aalat
following a police investigation
report that accused Obaid Mat-

See Page 12 Col 5

Team leaves tomorrow

Sonali Bank's fate to be

discussed with BOE

By Inam Ahmed

As the time for restructuring
the UK operations of Sonali
Bank is passing by, a high level
three-member team will leave
for London Saturday to sit with
Bank of England (BOE) to dis-
cuss different options.

A top-level meetin‘g yester-
day decided to transiorm the
bank's operation into sub-
sidiary offices and to send the
team to London. The team will
also sit with local Bangladesh
leaders in Britain who have al-
legedly been obstructing re-
structuring of the bank and will
try to persuade them to co-op-
erate.

Meanwhile, the Financial
Services Authority (FSA) of
BOE has extended the time limit
of restructuring the bank's UK

operation by another three
months.

According to an earlier plan,
the Sonali Bank operations in
the UK were supposed to be
transformed into a representa-
tive office from January 1,
1999, under the restructuring
formula signed with the BOE.

Now, the FSA has allowed
the bank the extra time till end-
March to execute the plan.

In a notice sent to SB, the
FSA has said the bank's UK of-
fices cannot take any new de-
posits or give loans from now
on. It also asked the bank to
inform all the account holders
that it will cease to operate as a
bank from March 31,1999.

The UK operation will he reg-

See Page 12 Col 3

- Dhaka

Licensing and magisterial
work of the Dhaka district ad-
ministration have virtually
come to a halt as 20 ollicers
have been posted out to Cit
Corporation (DCC] to deal wit
flood victims.

More than 1500 cases are
pending with the General Cer-
tificate Officer alone.

District officials attributed
the crisis to government's delay
in assigning magistrates under
the district administration.

On September 21, the 20 offi-
cers of the district administra-
tion were withdrawn and placed

By M Shamsur Rahman

under the DCC to help it moni-
tor and supervise flood relief
distribution. The establish-
ment ministry decision came to
enhance the C manpower.

These officials are occupy-
ing the positions in their re-
spective de ents and "en-
joying every facility although
they are not working there cur-
rently”.

Due to their absence, district
administration sources said,
thousands of ple were bei
deprived of their fundament
rights. "Around 1500 cases are
pending with the General Cer-

tificate Office for hearing,” one
source said.

Even the record room, which
keeps information about land
survey and other related mat-
ters, could not function.
“Everyday, almost 700 to B0O
people on an average come to get
various court documents that
could not be taken care of,” said
another source. :

The arms section, responsi-
ble for renewal and issuance of
licences, is also waiting for its
officer to join. There are some
70,000 licensees in the Dhaka
district, many of whom come

district admin in shambles

for renewal. Fresh applications
are also piling up.

Asked, a senior establish-
ment ministry official said the
DCC needed the magistrates for
the post flood relief distribu-
tion programmes. The ministry
then asked the divisional
commissioner, who in return
asked the deputy commissioner
of Dhaka to depute the officers.

The DC's office then gave the
list of people available. "They
should have kept their own
problems in mind before
agreeing to send these people

See Page 12 Col 3
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Post-flood rehabilitation

Second ADP review
soon to divert funds

Star Report

The Planning Commission
will soon sit for another review
of annual development plan
(ADP) projects to channel funds
from different luw-pﬂnrl}y ﬂprﬂ-
jects to rehabilitation of flood
damaged infrastructure, ac-
cording to sources.

The second review has be-
come necessary after flood
damages went beyond previous

%atiuns. In mid-Septem-

ber, the first review could save
only Tk 419 crore for rehabili-
tation purposes.

This time, the aim is to real-
lecate about some Tk 1000
crore, according to one source,
But the planning minister said
the aim was to save "as much as
possible”.

The government is now cash
strap for a number of rea-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Pause for mini
WC, fresh

agitation

from Nov 4

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led Seven-Party
Alliance yesterday announced
fresh programmes including
rallies and demonstrations
with a break in its anti-gov-
ernment agitation for the sake
of Wills International Cup
cricket tournament beginning
in the city tomorrow.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan declared
the programmes at a post-har-
tal press briefing at the p
central office in the city last
night.

The programmes include
demonstrations across the
country on November 4, a grand
rally at the city's Paltan
Maidan and rallies at places in
the country on November 7.
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad and BNP Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia will
address the grand rally.

The programmes were fi-
nalised earlier at an emergency
meeting of the Alliance at the
official residence of Begum Zia,

See Page 12 Col 7

New FBCCI

committee
takes over

The newly elected office-
bearers of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI)
took over yesterday, reports
UNB.

Outgoing president of the
FBCCI Yussuf Abdullah Harun
handed over the charge to his
successor Abdul Awal Mintoo at
the federation's annual general
meeting in the afternoon.

Earlier, chairman of the
FBCCI election board Prof Ali
Ashraf MP announced the
names of the newly elected of-
fice-bearers.

M A Mumin took over as the
new vice-president, replacing
Kazi Shafiqul Islam.

Former presidents and
founding members of the FBCCI
were present at the AGM at its
auditorium. M A Rouf Chowd-
hury, who contested the October
15 election for the post of presi-
dent, was also present.

Taking over the charge, Ab-
dul Awal Mintoo suu%’ht coop-
eration from the business
community to strengthen

See Page 12 Col 6

Ershad held secret
meeting with
killers; Tofail

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed yester-
day slammed the "beneficiaries"
of the killings on August 15 and
November 3, saying they are
united to destabilise the sit-
uation, reports UNB.

"All beneficiaries of the
killings are today united to foil -
the trial of the killers of Banga-
bandhu and four national lead-
ers by calling hartal and fan-
ning up anarchy,” he told
newsmen at his office yesterday
afternoon,

Tofail said the moment
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
vowed to try all political
killings including of President
Zia, General Manzur, Col Taher
and industrialist Obaidul Huq
Babul, the killers and their as-
sociates got scared and started
giving imbalance statements.

See Page 11
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MISSION ANEW: Sri Lankan skipper Arjuna Ranatunga
and his deputy, Aravinda de Silva (back) get off a bus after
the world champions arrived in the city yesterday to take
part in the Wills International Cup starting tomorrow.
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Bangladesh play
England 1n
exhibition

match today

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh will play their
secon exhibition match
against England at the BKSP in
Savar today.

Weather permitting, the
limited over match will begin at
9 am.

Aminul Islam will lead the
Bangladesh team against Adam
Hollioake's England, who are
now in the city to take part in
the Wills International Cup.
This will be the second warm-
up match for England after
their first meeting with Zim-
babwe on Wednesday.

Bangladesh played their
first match, an unscheduled af-
fair, against New Zealand at the
BKSP which the Kiwis won by
eight wickets yesterday.

SA team, Tony
Greig arrive

A l4-member South African
cricket squad, arrived in the
city last night to take part in
the Wills International Cup
cricket tournament beginnin
at the Bangabandhu Nationa
Stadium tomorrow, reports
BSS.

The members of the squad
are: Hansie Cronje (captain),
Gary Kirsten, Daryll Cullinan
Jacques Kallis, Jonty Rhodes
Dale Benkenstein, Shaun Pol-
lock, Mark Boucher, Dere
Crookes, Nicky Boje, Pat Sym-
cox, Allan Dawson, Steve El-

See Pge 12 Col 7
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