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Inter-Religious Dialogue: Catholic Church and Islam

Bishop Patrick D'Rozario, csc.

Chairman Commission for Ecumenism & Inter-religious Dialogue.

E are living in a reli-
giously pluralistic
world. Today the ques-

tion of inter-religious dialogue
cannot be eluded. The Catholic
Church has had an active role
in developing inter-religious
relations. e recent Popes
have guided the Catholic
Church in this field by both
word and example.

Pope John Paul Il in his last
twenty years of Pontificate has
untiringly worked for develop-

ing and furthering the cause of
religious dialogue and relations
through numerous journeys
and audiences, and innumer-
able messages on different oc-
casions.

Who can forget the historic
meeting in Assisi, Italy in 1986
when Pope John Paul Il invited
religious leaders from all tradi-
tions to come together to pray
for world peace?

We recall from our happy
memory the great visit of His
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Holiness John Paul II to
Bangladesh in November 1986.
He had described his visit to
Bangladesh, as a pilgrimage to
the souls of the soil. Such was
and is his reverence and respect
to the people of other religions.

The Catholic Church looks
upon Islam with esteem. The
Second Vatican Council which
was held in early sixties of this
century declared its esteem on
[slam saying:

"They adore one God, living
and enduring, merciful and all-
werful, Maker of heaven and
earth and Speaker to men.
They strive to submit whole-
heartedly even to His in-
scrutable decrees, just as did
Abraham, with whom the Is-
lamic faith is pleased to associ-
ate itself. ... They revere Him
(Jesus) as prophet. They also
honor Mary, His virgin mother;
... In addition they await the
day of judgment when God will
give each man his due after
raising him up. Consequently,
they prize the moral lite, and
give worship to God especially
through prayer, almsgiving,
and fasting.

"Although in the course of
the centuries many quarrels
and hostilities have arisen be-
tween Christians and Moslems,
this most Sacred Synod urges
all to forget the past and to
strive sincerely for mutual un-
derstanding. On behalf of all
mankind, let them make com-
mon cause of safeguarding and
fostering social justice, moral
values, peace, and freedom."
(Nostra Aetate 3)

Recently on May 28, 1998 in
Vatican City. an Agreement has
been signed between the Pope's
Council called, the Pontifical
Council for Inter-religious Dia-
logue and the Permanent
Committee of al-Azhar al

Sharif for Dialogue among the
Monotheistic Religions. The
agreement is built on contacts
already existing between al-
Azhar and the Pontifical Coun-
cil. The purpose of the agree-
ment is to set up a Joint Com-

Om nwatmest ﬁelicitatiuns on the angpiciaug occasion

of the National Day of The Holy See (Vatican)

We are at your door step with

the following services

Packers and Shippers Division (Packing, Shipping, Specialised C&F Agent by Air, Sea &
ICD Kamalapur with Door to Door Service)

Du

and Duty Free Reconditioned Cars from Japan)
Continental Linkers Ltd (Specialised in Importing Canned, Dry & Frozen Food &

Beverages).

Trading Division (Indentor, Importer, Exporter and Suppher)

BARLAL

PACKERS & SHIPPERS

DHAKA OFFICE : 10, Metropolitan Shopping Plaza, Gulshan North Circle-2, Dhaka, Thone a7
Fax ; 880-2-883097, 882555, E-mail: bartha@bdcom com .+ a

®

it} FF ™

Free Mail Order Division (Electrical and Electronic Items, Household Appliances

S54542, BB3430,

CHITTAGONG OFFICE : Hotel St Martin Building, 25, Sk Mujib Road, Agrabad C/A, C ﬁjttagung, Phone : 712499

mittee for dialogue with the aim
of promoting mutual under-
standing  and respect between
Catholics and Muslims. The
Committee will meet alterna-
tively in Rome and Cairo and
will examine matters of com-
mon interest related to respect
for religions, justice and peace,
human dignity and human
rights. After the signing of the
agreement the two delegations
were received in private audi-
ence by Pope John Paul II.

The Catholic Church in
Bangladesh under the leader-

ship of the Local Bishops and -

sometimes jointly with other
Churches, has been carrying out
inter-religious dialogue with
threefold aim: (a) to awaken in-
terest among the Christians in
the Inter-religious Dialogue;
and (b) to help Christians to
know and better understand
and respect the followers of Is-
lam and (c) to foster good rela-
tions, cooperation and har-
mony with them and their
communities.

In the efforts of the Catholic
Church in Inter-religious Dia-
logue with Islam in Bangladesh
the following areas may be un-
derlined:

Dialogue of Life where the
Christians and Muslims live
and work together. By personal
contacts, visits and friend-
ships, participation in family
events: naming ceremonies,
weddings, funerals, anniver-
saries, participation in feasts
and festivals, presence at some
religious gatherings, etc., dia-
logue of life is promoted and
tostered. The Christians are
given formatiorr on the need
and importance of inter-faith
dialogue and motivation for re-
spect of other faiths.

Dialogue of Action: The
Church takes Muslim brothers
and sisters as cooperators in
the educational and health in-
stitutions and in the social and
human development projects,
where commmon human and re-
ligious values are jointly re-
flected, shared and put into ac-
tions,

Dialogue of Discourse: In
some common gatherings of the
Christians and Muslims, reli-
gious leaders of both the com-
munities are invited to share
their own faith-reflection on
issues like: injustices. poverty,
social and moral evils. reli-
gious indifferentism and fun-
damentalism. harmony_ and
tolerance. quality education.
environment. human and so-
cial development, etc.

Dialogue of Spirituality:
Some eflorts are being made to
give spiritual formation of the
social and development work-
ers jointly by the religious lead-
ers of both the Christians and
Muslims. Readings of the Holy
Books, spiritual talks., songs

. and prayers in inter-religious

dalheriugs are expariencsd ,as.
excellent moments of spiritual-
ity of dialogue.
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CARITAS INTERVENTION FOR FLOOD VICTIMS

Crop Recovery Programme : Taka.2,667,000
For agricultural rehabilitation Caritas will distribute of Wheat, Potato, Ground Nut. Muster Oil and other
Seeds as per local demand and practice depending on felt need and appropriate for the beneficiaries and
physical environment among the 7.000 families of 33 districts covering 7 Caritas Regions at 70% subsi-
dized purchase price (10 help them to return to their normal ¢economic lite.

flood affected families.
i)

Taka.8,400,000
iii)
iv)

Professional Rehabilitation: Taka.7,875,000

Like crop recovery programme, Caritas made provision for distribution of Draft Animals, Rickshaw Vans.
Fingerlings, etc. among the 2100 families to rehabilitate the people 10 support and recover their losses in
their profession. The criteria which will be followed is given below: the marginalized poor and landless;
severely atlected by the flood; those who will not receive support from other sources; those who will not
receive loan from Caritas or any other sources; and those who are at risk will be preferred.

WE SOLICIT THE HOLY FATHER’S BLESSINGS

CARITAS BANGLADESH |

{

CARITAS FELICITATES THE HOLY FATHER, HIS HOLINESS POPE
JOHN PAUL II ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS PONTIFICATE.

We sincerely admire His dedication and ceaseless endeavours
for attainment of peace and happiness all over the world.

To bring succor to thousands of victims of recent devastating flood across the country Carilas has remained
involved in implementing a massive relief and rehabilitation programme. Meanwhile Caritas has completed its
four-phase emergency relief distribution works among the 46,300 families under its 7 Regional Offices and in
Dhaka City worth Tk.18,251,709 equivalent to US $.396,776 providing ORS, Rice, Pulses, Potatoes, Salt, Dry
Food (Pressed rice, molasses), Medicines etc. in 324 unions of Y9 thanas, comprising 36 districts.

Now Caritas is implementing a post-flood rehabilitation programme of Tk.84,590.562 equivalent to US $

i) Construction of Low Cost Houses - 3,500 Houses: Taka.43,750,000
There has been wide-spread destruction of dwelling houses, specially of the poor families due 1o pro-
longed flood. So Caritas has plan to build 3,500 units of low cost houses for the poor and female-headed

Cash for Works(Re-construction of rural embankments, dams, roads, culverts, bridges, etc.):

| The plan is mainl'y for creating employment opportunitics by way of repairing of roads, embankments,
dams, excavation of ponds and irrigation canals, construction of culverts, bridges, raising of school grounds/
market places, elc., for about 140,000 mandays. The works will be carried out in 33 districts under 7
Caritas Regional Offices. The works will improve the vitally necessary infrastructures in the habitations of
flood aftected victims which were destroyed by the current flood.

V) Construction of Flood Shelter: Taka.12,600,000
In order to mitigate the sufferings and (o take immediate shelter, when surrounding areas are inundated
during flood. Caritas will construct 21 shelters in the high land areas in flood prone arcas, so that people
can take shelter in similar situation during flood in future. By this programme 31.500 people will be
benefited. Preference will be given to those areas where most of the people live below the poverty line. It
may be mentioned that in the past Caritas Bangladesh constructed 38 such Shelters/raised grounds in
School premises which are used as class rooms during normal times. These are proving an immense
benefit to the people during this tood.

Because of the colossal loss and great need for rehabilitation works and the favourable responses from donors,
Caritas may expand its programme (0 US $ 3 million (TK.15 crore).
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Polluting Tuk-Tuks to be Banned

URROUNDED by rusty

three-wheeled auto rick-

shaws belching out thick
stacks of black smoke, the
white Safa (clean) tempo looks
like a crane in a flock of crows.

Clean tempos run on batter-

ies, emitting no smoke, no
chemical pollutants and no
noise, the three worst enemies
of the Kathmandu valley.

. This puts them at the heart
of a government plan to reduce
pollution in Kathmandu and at
the centre of a controversy over
control of the city's lucrative
transportation market.

Millions of people in the
cities of South and Southeast
Asia hire three-wheeled auto

rickshaws — also known as
tempos and tuk-tuks — for
transport.

About 4,000 of the mini-
taxis operate in the Kathmandu
valley, where public transport
is poor. Only 72 are clean. Some
1,500 are Vikram diesel-pow-
ered tempos and the rest are Ba-
jaj petrol-powered machines.

Owners and drivers of
Vikram and Bajaj tempos are so
eager to protect their virtual
monopoly they have tried to
prevent clean tempos from op-
era on their routes.

"Once | was beaten up and
many times they punctured my
tyres,” said one driver. The op-
erators have forged a common
front against the clean tempo
and other government efforts to
get them off the road.

"If worst comes to worst we
will block all the roads and call

for a strike.” said one Vikram

operator.

Th? have plenty to fear.

In July, the ent an-
nounced that all polluting
Vikram tempos in the Kath-

mandu valley will be removed
from the streets within two
years. Vikram tempos are al-
ready banned in most Indian
cities, where they are made.
Clean tempos are fast be-
the preference of many
Kathmandu commuters, even
though the fare is 30 per cent

IMore.

The government of Nepal is invoking pollution tests, special subsidies
to non-polluting vehicles and a promise to prohibit three-wheeled
diesel-burning tempos, all in an effort to clean up the air in Kath-
mandu. Gemini News Service reports that the plan is being greeted
with reluctance by the people who run the city's auto-rickshaws.

Prakash Khanal writes from Kathmandu

"Given a choice | will always
use a clean tempo,” said Saroja
Singh, one of thousands of
workers in Kathmandu who
struggle daily to get a seat in
public transport.

The idea of a clean tempo
was introduced six years ago by
Global Resource Institute. a
non-government organisaticn,
set up by an American couple
living in Kathmandu.

In September 1993 the Insti-
tute started an experiment with
$500,000 from the US govern-
ment, converting a Vikram
tempo into an electric one. By
August 1995 seven electric were
on Kathmandu streets for a six-
month roadworthiness trial.

The electric vehicle project
has come a long way. Four com-

es — Nepal Electric Vehicle
Industry (NEVI), Electric Vehi-
cle Company (EVCO), Green
Electric Vehicle Company. and
Bagmati Electric Vehicle Com-
pany — have been set up in the
private sector.

To encourage production of
clean tempos, the government
has cut the import duty on com-

nents such as chassis and

atteries to one cent and
levies no value a tax (VAT).

Similarly the price of elec-
tricity for companies has
been set at a lower-than-market
rate. Clean tempos l_lj'lﬁtlbf a batél
te cha.ng every m, an
Ng’l and EVCO wants Rs. 200 to
C two sets of batteries.

e success of clean tempos
in Kathmandu has led busi-
nessmen to look further afield.
They have imported 100 Thai
tuk-tuks operating on liquid

petroleum cooking gas.
But there is a serious snag.
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"They are extremely dangerous
for public health and property,”
said Ramesh C Arya, environ-
mental expert at the Ministry of
Petroleum and Environment.
"They are plying the streets of
Kathmandu without their
roadworthiness test.”

Arya is concentrating on
converting Vikram and Bajaj
into electric vehicles, His min-

istry will give soft loans to
those setting up battery-charg-
ing stations around Kath-

mandu.

In addition to carrots for
electric vehicles, the govern-
ment has tried sticks against
the polluting three-wheelers.
Importing Vikram tempos has
long been banned, but their
number has not fallen.

Any Vikram tempo plying
ona gggd route easily fetches Rs
350, — far more than the
more expensive-to-run taxi.
And if the engine wears out, it
can be swapped without getting
a new vehicle.

Pollution tests were intro-
duced two years ago to catch
these machines, which are the
worst offenders.

They are necessary because
115,000 vehicles travel in
Kathmandu on only 945 km of
road — less than half of it

aved, said Supt Bonmod
ingh, of the Kathmandu Valley
traitic police.

Vehicles that pass the test
receive a green sticker. Those
which fail get a red one and
cannot re-take the test for a
month. Vehicles without green
stickers cannot ply their trade
on restricted zones such as the
international airport and
Singha Durbar, which houses
18 government ministries.

ed-sticker vehicles found
in these areas are fined Rs 200.
Some say tests are more an ex-
cuse for corruption than a fight
against corruption.

"That is just punishing the
innocent,” complains car trader
Ram Shrestha. "Police are using
sub-standard equipment to test
the pollution. I have had new
vehicles fail the test.”

Shrestha says the govern-
ment needs to check fuel qual-
ity. He claims the diesel fuel
supplied by the Nepal Oil Cor-

ration is highly impure and
urther adulterated by the ven-
dors. Four in five vehicles
would fail on-the-spot emission
tests.

He says: "l buy fuel only in
two places in Kathmandu.
They're unlikely to mix any-
thing in because they are owned
by the army and the police."

The writer is a freelarice
Nepalese journalist who has
worked for papers including the
Japan Times and The
Economist,
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Murphy's Law is Here!

The recent floods flouted many of Murphy's findings and added a few queer ones.
For example, there is no difference between a 3-wheeler pedal rickshaw =
and a canoe: both can simultaneously ply on the same road. -

URPHY'S Law [(if any-
Mthiny can go wrong, it
willl has found a thriv-
ing breeding ground in Dhaka,
due to the fertility of the Ben-
ee mind. Let us become Sher-
ock Holmes (Holmes wouldn't
have liked it) and look for the
culprits hiding in different
guises in the most unlikely
places.

The ML family has prolifer-
ated into a large number of
corollaries, hypotheses, con-
stants, postulates, statements,
rules, axioms, theorems, exctg—
tions, commentaries, as gath-
ered in a bewildering handbook
complied by Arthur Bloch titled
“Murphy’s Law and Other Rea-
sons Why things Go Wrong!".
Since our country is not yet in-
cluded in the volume, it is our

atriotic duty to add to the col-
ection, for the next edition of
the book. !

The short cut is the longest
distance between two points,
rovided there are no chars
&andhank!ahual} in between,
and you are not greeted by out-
stretched palms all along the
way. Donation is the quickest
ladder to prosperity.

The recent floods flouted
many of Murphy's findings and
added a few queer ones. For ex-
ample, there is no difference be-
tween a 3-wheeler pedal rick-
shaw and a canoe: both can si-
multaneously ply on the same
road, Our indigenous rickshaw
is amphibian, environmental
friendly. labour-intensive, and
almost independent of the dol-
lar.

"If it does not matter, it does
not matter". Not so in Dhaka:
here if it doesn't matter, it mat-
ters very much. Never mind

your own business, and pay par-
ticular attention to other's
business. It always pays; and no
investment is needed.

Do not donate to charity, get
some donation for yourself —
you are eligible — recently we

_were we trying to save our lives

looking for floating straws.

'‘An optimist is an absent-
minded pessimist". Here we are
all confirmed and highly sensi-
tive pessimists with hyper-
critical faculties. We are also
colour-blind, although all of us
would like to have colour TV
sets. and we see the rainbow in
original colours, thanks to our
monsoon sunsets, the most
beautiful in the world.

The higher the expectation,
the dizzier you get, due to lack of
oxygen. To explain non-scien-
tifically, you m‘l%:lt have heard
the 013, Dhaka joke:

Customer to egg vendor,
‘These eggs look so small.’

You are right, Sir, you are so
tall.' -

The [electrical] fuse protects
itself by blowing first. We are
short of electric power, but this
technique is well known to the
successful 'businessmen’ here.
Also, our big-loan-defaulters
are on the celebrity list — get
famous on the instalment plan.

Which side of the bread do
you butter? The majority of our
eople cannot afford bread and
utter, but most know the cor-
rect side where to apply adul-
terated oil.

You cannot fall off the floor
[at ground level]. This idea
needs a lot of publicity in our
country — we are having too
manyll-{igh—rise buildings com-
ing up too quickly, and at the
same time rise-high netas are
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competing, _

'All great discoveries were |
made by mistakes'. Locally, all -}
great mistakes are never dis- |
covered.

An office worker rises to the
level of his incompetency, and
his salary rises in constancy,
whether working in his office_
or at the labour union office. :

There are usually two types- |
of managers: a) the one who un-_|
derstands what he cannot man-

e: and b) the one who manages
what he cannot understand. We
have a third kind: managers
without work, assignment,
responsibility. No hank
P : the salary is guaranteed.

Do our development projects
remind us of Murphy's Law?
The first 90 per cent of the work
take 10 per cent of the time; the
rest li}tpe.r cent work take 90 per
cent of the time. Any objec-
tions. =

To take a loan you must
prove you don't need it, that is,
you are solvent enough to repay
it. Bangladesh is an exception,
Quiz : Our famous Grameen
Bank violate Murphy's Law? .

The total evil in any system }
is constant. The applications
are many, but the exercise is left
to the readers. Hint: Locally, the
total asset in an organisation
continues to decline. What is
BR?

The total intelligence in -a
society is constant, The ;l:vopu‘.la-
tion is inereasing. — Cole's ax-
iom. Dhaka auxiliary: the 2-
plication of intelligence is de-
creasing.

"Beware of democracy — no
man's life, liberty, and property
are safe when the Parliament ts
in session.” (I didn't say that; it
is a quote).

I'JUST GOT )

A TERRIFIC
NOISE OVER

THE HYDROPHONE

_.IT SOUNDED LIKE

AN EXPLOSION ! .




