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Tap technology to

fight poverty: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged the sci-
entists, technologists and engi-
neers of South Asia to trans-
- form their innovations and en-
dEaviaurs for th[?:”x;elfare of the

e, reports !

I:W:ﬂrl:li am ggnﬂdtnt your efforts
can help emancipate pcu}ia_lle
from the curse of I];)overty.“ e
daid addressing the inaugural
session of the First Convention
of the SAARC Diploma Engi-
neers Forum at the Osmani
Memorial Auditorium in the
morning.

Hasina said the diploma en-
gillnetrs are directly involved in
the implementation process of
development programmes. It is
through them the people get
benefits of science and technol-
ogy.

She said the world, which is
at the threshold of the 21st
century, would witness the
culmination of scientific and
technological development.

"Without wasting time, we
must begin to act now to prepare
ourselves for the new century.,”
she said, adding the posterit
must be enabled to make Sout
Asia prosperous and meet the
challenge of time.

Scientists, technologists and
engineers must take the vital

initiatives to this end, the
prime minister said assuring of
the government's support to
their efforts.

Referring to the objectives of
the SAARC, she said the basic
aim of the forum is to speed up
the process of economic and so-
cial development of 1.24 billion
people of the member countries.

Hasina said some specific
proposals she made at the last
Colombo SAARC summit were
unanimously accepted to alle-
viate poverty and ensure wel-
fare of this region.

She said meaningful cooper-
ation in the field of science and
technology is imperative to ac-
celerate the pace of develop-
ment.

SAARC's priority, she said.
lies on research and exchange
of information in the field of
biotechnology, genetic engi-
neering, energy modeling tech-
niques, utilising wind energy
and low cost housing.

The Prime Minister said the
last Colombo summit put spe-

- cial emphasis on biotechnol-

ogy. South Asia with its vast
reservoir of bio-diversity and
tropical climate has substantial
potential for bio-industry
development.

Kibria: Stakeholders
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from one set of policymakers to
another set without assessing
their effective outcomes or rele-
vance of these reforms to the
specific concerns of the major-
ity of the citizens.

Criticisms over the years
about this process had not made
any change in the process.

"It is cFenr:rall}r recognised
that a wide range of reforms in
policy are needed in most de-
veloping countries including
Bangladesh. But unless such
reforms are grounded in a pro-
cess of consultation with those
at the receiving end of the re-
form process and emerge out of
a political consensus built up
within the political main-
stream of the country, such re-
forms. however worthy they
may be, may prove difficult to
implement or if implemented
may not be sustainable,” he
said.

Prof Sobhan said the gov-
ernments must understand that
their accountability for the out-
come of these reforms lies not
just to their development part-
ners but even so with those who
elected them to public office in
the expectation that the gov-
ernment would improve their
conditions of life.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud
in his statement said reforms
needed to be a process of learn-
ing-by-doing, where looking at
the actual reform outcomes are
important for policymakers.

He said SAPRI would help
policy analysts to have more
insights into the ground-level
realities while the stakeholders
can be better informed about
the logic and rationale of re-
forms.

He, however, warned that a

participatory approach to re-
viewing structural adjustment
is not a substitute for solid hard

economic research on the sub-
ject.

Prof Mahmud said SAPRI
should identify and dispel pop-
ular fallacies about reform out-
comes and should bring to light
issues important to people’'s
lives which remain neglected in
the evaluation gf reforms.

Pierre Landell-Mills re-
forms are often painful and po-
litically costly because thesc
are taken up by the countries
when they are in a crisis.

“Policy making is generally
taken in an atmosphere of dis-
trust and actions taken on such
policies are politically con-
tested,” said Landell-Mills.
“Participation of all parties
concerned is essential for an
understanding of the reform
process. It is important to de-
sign and implement policy and
programs taking the line min-
istries along.”

He said many of the struc-
tural adjustment programmes
were not implemented in
Bangladesh and since early
1990s, pace of reform almost
stalled and also reversed in
some cases.

Hamidullah Khan
joins BNP

Wing Commander (Retd)
Hamidullah Khan, a former
Parliament member, joined
BNP, reports UNB.

Hamidullah Khan met BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia at her Cantonment resi-
dence recently and formally
{oined the party, said a press re-
ease yesterday.
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M. Noorul Quader (1935-1998)

Renowned freedom fi
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING-1397

Due to unavoidable circumstances; the Annual
General Meeting of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) will
be held at 3:30 p.m. on October 22, 1998 instead of
11:00 a.m. The venue of the meeting will remain

All respected members are requested to be present

By order of the Executive Committee
For Secreta

ter, Secretary

General

of the Mujibnagar

{ Government, Founder of Garments Industries in Bangladesh,
| Chairman of Desh Group of Companies,

CHEHLUM

il The CHEHLUM of late M. NOORUL QUADER will be held on
Friday 23rd October, 1998 after Asar at 4.30 p.m. at his residence- |
Road No. 84, Block No. NE(L), House No. 1/B, Gulshan-2. We |
request all relatives, friends, well-wishers and business colleagues
to attend the CHEHLUM and to recite the prayer for the magferat

of the departed soul.

Family Members. |
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Kiwis arrive

A l4-member New Zealand
cricket team, led by Stephen
Fleming, arrived in the city last
night to take part in the Wills
International Cup cricket tour-
nament beginning at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium on October 24, reports
BSS,

They will take on Zimbabwe,
who arrived here on October 18,
in the inaugural match of the
day-and-night knock-out tour-
nament.

The members of the team
are: Stephen FlﬂmingB[captain}.
Geoff Allott, Mark Bailey, Si-
mon Doull, Mathee Horne,
Shayne O'connor, Alex Tait,
Paul Wiseman, Nathan Astle,
Mathew Bell, Chris Harris,
Craig McMillan, Adam Parore
and Daniel Vettori.

The team is accompanied by
John Graham (manager), Steve
Rixon (coach), Mark Harrison
(physiotherapist), Ashley Ross
[technical adviser) and Gilbert
Enoka (player coordinator).

Ctg Port
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November 17. .

The programme was an-
nounced at a general meeting of
the Council. Dock Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal president Haji Mo-
hammad Yunus presided over
the meeting.

The meeting observed that
no step has been taken to give
incentive bonus within 80 days
of signing of the agreement, ful-
fil the vacant posts and pur-
chase of 142 equipment.

KEPZ
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installed will include backward
linkage industries in textile,
readymade garments, shoe
manufacturing, hi-tech, agro
based. chemical and machin-
ery. he added.

These will generate 1,50,000
direct and indirect jobs, he said.
Sung also informed that
Youngone Group so far invested
80 million US dollars in
Bangladesh,

Youngone started its opera-
tion in 1991 with an initial in-
vestment of 150000 US dollars.
In the last fiscal year Youngone
it recorded a turnover of 250
million US dollars. he told re-
porters.

UNB adds: Sung said fre-
quent hartal and slow port ac-
tivities are greatly hampering
foreign investment in
Bangladesh.

e pointed out five problems
which are discouragi HF the for-
eign entrepreneurs from in-
vestment. These are: Hartal,

frequent power failure, labour
unrest and bureaucratic tangle
in decision making.

He informed that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected to inaugurate the YAM
complex of the Youngone Group
at CEPZ tomorrow.

THE "BLACK CAPS" ARE HERE: The New Zealand team pictured on arri
Sonargaon Hotel last night to take part in the Wills International Cup.

..........
Al

val at the

—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

dilly-dally tactics in the ports, |
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situation.

They picked the five from
the scene and kept them under
their custody. A case was filed
with Motijheel police.

Police step up security in
front of the 12 branches of the
Bank.

The 12 IFIC city branches
from where tickets are being
sold are Motijheel, Federation
(FBCCI building), Dhanmondi.
Gulshan, Shantinagar, Islam-
pur, Moulvibazar, Bangshal,
Elephant Road, Kawran Bazar,
Malibagh and Naya Paltan.

All the nine Test playing na-
tions — Australia. England, In-
dia, New Zealand, Pakistan,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, the
West Indies and Zimbabwe —
will take part in the day and
night knock-out tournament.

Nearly three lakh tickets for
galle?r. VIP, Club House will be
sold from the bank counters on
first-come-first-serve basis.

"IFIC Bank confirmed that
around 80 per cent tickets sold

LPG gas
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ficial added.

The Kailashtila LPG plant
and a bottling plant were in-
stalled at a total cost of Tk 54
crore at the Golapganj thana
headquarters.

The plants were kept shut
down since July 1997 due to de-
lay in marketing of the LPG.
The BPC took several months
to finalise the price of LPG.

The BPC is also conducting a
probe into the allegations of ir-
regularities and corruption in
the import of 35000 cylinders
which were brought from
Malaysia in 1997 at a high
price, sources said.

The BPC has already sup-
plied 2000 cylinders to the three
companies for marketing LPG
in remote areas in the four dis-
tricts.

The LPG is being produced
here by using the Natural Gas
Ligqui (NGL) from the

Kailashtila Gas Field, nearby. It
is the first of its kind in the
country, the official said adding
that the Eastern Refinery in
Chitlagong had been producing
the LPG by using crude oil.

Khaleda
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ment with the opposition chief.
When approached yesterday
Evenin% Khaleda Zia told her
two colleagues concerned that
there was "now no scope” for
withdrawing the already an-
nounced hartal. She, however,
told them that she would not
announce any agitational pro-
gramme during the cricket
tournament if the government
‘refrains from disturbing the

BNP during the hartal”,
The cricket tournament will
kick off on October 24 and end

. November 1.
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party hierarchy.

Different names are also
being discussed in other parties
like the Jatiya Party and Ja-
maat-e-Islami. But the aspi-
rants in those parties have not
been as active as those in
Awami League and BNP.

Dhaka city Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif held his first meet-
ing with the Commissioners on
May 4, 1994. So his five-year
tenure expires on May 3, 1999,
As Eer law, the elections must
be held within 180 days after
the expiry of the tenure.

The government has in-
creased the number of Wards in
the four city corporations from
192 to 223. DCC’'s number of
Wards has been increased to 100
from 90, Chittagong City Cor-

ration’s (CCC) to 51 from 41

hulna City Corporation’s
(KCC) to 37 from 31 and Ra-
jshahi City Corporation’s (RCC)
wards have been increased to
35from 30.

At present, Deputy Commis-
sioners of the respective dis-
tricts are doing the delimita-
tion of the Wards. Sources in
the Election Commission (EC)
said, delimitation of wards in

Dhaka cily has bee
and the D{‘,’ua:ﬂice Iilwl

til October 26 to accept objec-
tions or comments, if any, as
regards the new boundaries of
the 100 Wards.

The government has also in-

h

creased the number of Wards for
female Commissioners to 33

DCC mayoral polls

[rom 18 for the upcoming elec-

tions in the DCC., In the present

set-up, one out of five Wards is

reserved for female Commis-

sioners while the new system

reserves one out of every three
Wards. The female Ward Com-

missioners are elected by the
Ward Commissioners-elect of
the 100 Wards. The government
has also decided to do the de-

limitation of the female Wards
at a later date.

The EC sources, quoting the

1997 voters' list, said in the 90
Wards of the city, there were
about 20,77,696 eligible voters,
There are 3,69,115 identity card
holders in the DCC area.
»  The voters’ list will have to
be updated with the delimita-
tion although the number of
voters would not ‘differ’ much.
They said most of the delimita-
tion work was done by "chalk-
ing out 100 Wards out of 90",

In the Dhaka city. they tried
to include Sultanganj Union
[I{amrangrchar area), part of
Badda, Satarkul and some
‘other areas in the city corpora-
tion but "the Chairmen and
their men in the unions" filed a
case with the court and “the
matter may not be decided in
many years to come", sources
said. |

EC sources said ‘'many new
areas would be included in the
Chittagong City Corpora-
tion'.As per the national budget,
Tk eight crore has been al-
| for the new areas.

WC tickets elusive

in the first five hours.” said
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
President and Deputy Minister
for Shipping Saber Hossain
Chowdhury.

Quoting bank officials, he
said people's demand was very
high for tickets of the matches
involving the sub-continental
giants — India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka.

Bank officials said there was
comparatively a low demand
for the inaugural match be-
tween New Zealand and Zim-
babwe on October 24 and a
quarter-final between England
Eﬂd South Africa the following

ay.

After yesterday's experience,
the BC resident said, the
Board would consider introduc-
ing the lottery-system, followed
in World Cup, for any such
tournament in future,

He hoped the earning from
ticket sales for the first-ever
such knock-out cricket tour-
nament will be around Tk 3.75
crore.

Practice sessions of England
and Zimbabwe were hampered
due to bad weather in the city,
he said and quoted Met office to
add that the weather condition
might begin to improve from
t :

Bangladesh and England are
to play an exhibition match at
BKSP today.

Ershad
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Ahmed as a conspirator.” Er-
shad said quoting from his
much-talked-about book Facts
and Documents.

He said Tofael himself never
denied the allegation made by
one of his own party colleagues.

He told a questioner that "I
am not saying anything about
the on-going trial of Banga-
bandhu killing.”

He said the government can
sel up an enquiry commission
with a High Court judge after
the verdict of Bangabandhu
murder case to find out the per-
sons who were behind the
killing.

The Jatiya Party Chairman
welcomed the decision of the
prime minister about the trial
of all killings and demanded
action against the conspirators
and the supgg:;lters of the mur-
der of Bangabandhu.

About the allegation of his
own involvement in the
killings of August 15 and
November 3, 1975. Ershad said
he was not in the country at
that time,

Only for four days, he said,
he came to the cnunLrﬁ on June
26.1975 receiving the death
news of his father.

About the arrest of three op-
position leaders in connection
with the Jail Killing Case. Er-

shad said, "Probably govern-
ment has some proof about
their involvement in the

killing. Law will look into
that.”

BATEXPO '98

$47m spot
orders

Garment manufacturers got
spot orders of about 47 million
dollars and pending requests
for items worth some 350 mil-
lion dollars from this year's
textiles exposition, reports
APB.

Around 43.52 million dol-
lars will come from the supply
of different apparels while 3.12
million dollars were received
from sales of stock-lot items.

This was disclosed by
Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Associa-
tion President Mostafa Golam
Quddus yesterday at a post-BA-
TEXPO press conference at
Sonargaon Hotel.

He said each of the BGMEA
participants got about 18 busi-
ness enquiries on an average
and negotiations were under
way for [urther supply orders.

"Thus thefe is a possibility
of getting orders worth about
350 million dollars from for-
eign buyers within next 3
months.” he said.

DU unit of BCL
proposed

By DU Correspondent

A 4]-member full-fledged
committee of the Dhaka Uni-
versity unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra Lelz—nguc (BCL) was pro-
posed yesterday.

The newly elected president
of the DU unit submitted the
committee to the BCL central
committee for its considera-
tion, The names could not be
known immediately.

Degree results
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position from BSc (pass) group
with 604 marks. In this group,
three others got first division.

None from BSS (pass) and B
Mus (pass) courses got first divi-
sion.

A total of 7521 students, out
of 26,950, came out successful
in the BA[pass) examinations.
Of them, 2,474 got second divi-
sion and 5037 division.

In the BSS (pass) examina-
tions, 2112 students, out of 8517
students, came out successful.
Of them, 472 students secured
second division and 1640 third
division.

A total of 1831 students sat
for BSc (Pass) examinations, of
them 692 came out successful.
484 pot second division and 204
third division.

A total of 1806 students, out
of 5032. came out successiul in
B Com(pass) exam. Of them, 403
students secured second divi-
sion and 1402 third division.

A total of 22 students ap-

peared in the B Mus (Pass exam-
inations. Of them only four
passed. Three got second divi-
sion and one third division.

Chanchal
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exemplary punishment to the
real culprits "whoever he may
be”.

When contacted today,
Khulna metropolitan police
commissioner M Anwarul
Igbal said "nothing but the in-
tra-party feud™ was the cause of
his death as it appeared from
different sources as well as the
FIR lodged by mother of the vic-
tim.

Meanwhile, a day-long har-
tal in the city passed off without
any untoward incident. The
BNP-called .hartal paralysed
normal life and activity in
mills and factories, banks,
businesses and autonomous
bodies. Schools, shops and
bazaars remained clo during
hartal hours.

BDR, armed police,
metropolitan police patrolled
the city streets. Supporters of
rulmF AL were also very much
visible in the streets till noon
while BNP activists brought out
a procession only in the

evening demanding arrest of
the killers.

(rovt explains tax steps

The government has con-
structed the news items pub-
lished in a section of the press
yesterday about the imposition
of surcharge and an increase in
supplementary tax through

romulgation of the Post-Flood

ehabilitation (Internal Re-
sources Mobilisation) Ordi-
nance 1998, an official handout
said. reports BSS.

It said the surcharge was im-
posed on some commodities
and services at a reduced rate.

But the rate of imposition of
surcharge was not properly pub-
lished.

To remove the confusion in
this regard, the government
gave the following clarifica-
tion: Only four per cent sur-
charge has been imposed on the
total quantity of recoverable
supplementary tax from those
commodities in which supple-
mentary tax had already n
im]:ma:d excepting powdered
milk, crude petroleum, and
petroleum products and some
other products of natural gas.
No rate has been increa in
the ex:istin%lsu plementary tax.

Under the Post-Flood Reha-
bilitation (Internal Resources
Mobilisation) Ordinance 1998,

Both parties
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the same time. it said.

While going away, they al-
legedly damaged telephone set
and furniture of the ward com-
missioner’s office, :

The BNP press release fur-
ther said that the same c51'«:::1.1_1{:: of
youngman also attacked offices
of Sonadanga thana unit of JCD
and Jubadal and set them on
fire without any provocation.

Khulna district and cit
units of BNP have given a cafl
for observing weeklong pro-
gramme beginni today in

rotest against killing of JCD
eader.

Meanwhile, leaders of
Khulna district and city units of
Puja Udjapan Parishad have
strongly condemned attack on
three temples and accused BNP
activists for damaging some
idols of 'Kalimata’. They de-
manded arrest of those in-
volved.

Caretakers of the three tem-
ples have filed three separate
general diaries with Kotwali
thana in this connection. The
Puja Parishad leaders while
addressing a press conference
this evening warned of 'severe
cotisequences’ for hurting their
religious sentiment.

BNP: Hartal
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"Government's talks on
withdrawal of the hartal are
not cordial at all. Had it been
so, they won't have gone for
such repression on us” the BNP
Secretary General commented.

About the burial of Akkas,
killed during Sunday’s hartal,
he alleged that the victim's
family was not allowed to per-
forrmn  religious rituals before
the burial.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said, his party will go
for tougher agitations if the
government again resopts to re-
ﬁreasiun during Thursday's

artal.

five per cent surcharge has been
imposed on the total accumu-
lated bill of telex, fax. telephone
and e-mill, two per cent sur-
charge payable on the interest
or profit of savings certificates
and two per cent surcharge
payable on the interest or profit
on term and fixed deposit in the
banks and other financial in-
stitutions.

Under the ordinance, the
rate of surc on all the doc-
uments (dalil) to be registered
will be taka 100 each, according
to value.

The rate of surcharge
payable on the imposed sup-
plemen tax will be four per
cent under the VAT law, 1991,
excepting powdered milk, crude
petroleum and leum prod-
ucts and natural gas while the
rate of surcharge on the payable
bill for issuance of ]?assport and
its renewal fees will be 15 per
cent.

New chief of
city detective

police
By Staff Correspondent

A new deputy commissioner
at the Detective Branch (DB) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police was
appointed yesterday. The post
fell vacant when Bazlul Karim
was sent to the Police Head-
quarters as an Assistant IG.

Altaf Hussain, now SP in
Barisal, was appointed as head
the city's detective police, home
ministry officials said yester-
day. Hussain belongs to the
Bangladesh Civil Service 1973
batch, sources said.

VGF cards
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more food aid would be released
in coming months.

A meeting between the gov-
ernment and the aid agency
representatives in Dhaka
planned for later this week will
assess the current state of food
distribution wunder VGF
(vulnerable group feeding) pro-
gramme.

The meeting is considered
important, especially before the
next week's high-profile meet-
ing at the WFP headquarters in
Rome.

Responding to Bangladesh's
need alter the huge crop loss in
Aman, donors had earlier as-
sured of giving more food aid
for raising the number of VGF
cards from 13 lakh to 40 lakh.

The deadline for comple
distribution of 40 lakh VG
cards ends today. Earlier, the
date was extended twice. The aid
givers had told the government
they would like to see the pro-
cess expedited.

“Things are going at good
pace now ... and if the { dis-
tribution is handled properly,
there is a bright chance for fur-
ther rise in aid flow,” a donor
agency official said. :

According to the relief min-
istry officials, problems in dis-
tribution of VGF cards had been
sorted out and the best monitor-
ing system has been put in place
to stop pilferage of food.

On the occasion of the Wills International Cup cricket
to be held at Dhaka from Oct 24-Nov 1, 1998

GOLDEN

OPPORTUNITY !

“ONLY A FEW MORE AVAILABLE!”

< ONLY 15% BOOKING MONEY
> SELF - DETERMINED INSTALMENTS.

< SAVE FROM TK 1.25 LAC TO

TK. 3.12 LAC BY PAYING AT A TIME

v NO COMPROMISE WITH QUALITY
v LATEST FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENTS

v LATEST ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN WITH
ANTI-EARTHQUAKE AND ANTI-CYCLONE MEASURES

v COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHILDREN PLAYGROUND

AND PRAYER ROOM.
v SECURITY AND INTERCOM SYSTEM.
v MODERN LIFT AND STANDBY GENERATOR
v - SEPERATE RECEPTION ROOM FOR GUEST.

Al

TROPICAL HOMES LIMITED

BAITUSH SHARAF MASJID COMPLEX

149/A AIRPORT ROAD, FARMGATE, DHAKA 1215
PHONE : 822473, 811189, 9124614 FAX : 880-2-822473

900 TO 2083 SFT
APARTMENTS FOR
MODERN & ARISTOCRATIC

CORDIAL
154, Dilu Road




