h

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1998

FOCUS

The Dilg Sar 5

_—._

N recent years, a number of
Ilnt:rnatiunal initiatives

have taken place both in the
fields of environment such as
the Earth Summit in Rio, the
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the
Convention on Biodiversity
and also in the field of trade
such as the end of the Uruguay
Round of the Global Agreement
on Trade and Tariffs (GATT)
and the setting up of the World
Trade Organization (WTO).
While the two issues of trade
and environment have so far
tended to be treated separately
and been negluti&ted by different
sets of e, it is omin
clear that the two issues wi
have an area of overlap and will
increasingly become entangled
with each other. The areas of
overlap cover a number of
issues such as those relating to
sustainable trade. fairness,
north-south issues and eco-la-
belling.

The practical examples of
such overlap, or even contradic-
tions, between trade and envi-
ronment can be seen in the re-
cent case of the tuna fishing in
the oceans where environmen-
tal legislation in the United
States of America requiring
tuna fishing nets to have modi-
fications to allow dolphins to
escape were imposed by USA
arbitrarily on all countries
catching tuna in the world's
oceans, if they wished to sell
their products in the USA
which is the world's biggest
market. Similar pressure was
also imposed by the USA on
shrimp catching which did not
have escape hatches for turtles.
It is quite likely that in future
there will be a growing list of
such impositions on interna-
tional trade due to environmen-
tal pressure in the rich coun-
tries of the north which remain
the main markets for products
from the south.

While at first examination,
it may seem that it is the use of
environmental rules by envi-
ronmental pressure groups in
the north ngch acts as an un-
fair imposition on exporters of
the south, and there is good evi-
dence to support this view. Nev-
ertheless, it is possible for envi-
ronmental groups in both north
and south to combine forces to
ensure that environmental
guidelines are followed globally
without necessarily hampering
world trade or disadvantaging
the south. This will, however,

require early and proactive ac-
tions by the global communit
including both north and sout

from both environmental as

Trade and Environment: Perspectives
of the North and South

.by Dr Saleemul Huq

While it is true that there is not likely to be any immediate ban on Bangladeshi products on environmental
grounds, in the near future, it is nevertheless necessary to use this time to put our house in order and take pre-
emptive action if we are to avoid being faced with a ban all of a sudden as happened with export of shrimps to
the EU.

well as trade lobby groups.
A Positive Example

A good example for the way
to deal with such contentious
north-south trade issues can be
seen from a different sector,
namely child-labour. where
imposition of the Harkins' Bill
in the US Congress banning
import of garments made with
child labour temporarily threw
the garment export trade in
countries, such as Bangladesh,
into turmoil. However, by mov-
ing together with the exporters.
importers, NGO advocates on
child-labour and international
organizations like UNICEF and
ILO it was possible to show the
Congress in the US that merely
throwing the underage workers
in the garment industry in
Bangladesh out of work may in
fact se them to a fate worse
than child labour.

On the other hand by provid-
ing them with schooling
(through NGOs with support .
from UNICEF, ILO and others)
with the promise of employ-
ment on their attaining work-

ing age it was a better and more =

humane solution to the prob-
lem. This allowed the objectives
of avoiding child labour, which
was in fact also not allowed un-
der Bangladesh law, while pro-
viding schooling and other
benefits to the underage chil-
dren. Such a model of pro-ac-
tive handling of a problem re-
quires patience, cooperation
and the goodwill of all parties
concerned including the im-

rters in the US, the rters
rom Bangladesh, the two gov-
ernments, NGOs and honest
brokerage by the concerned in-
ternational organizations such
as UNICEF and ILO.

On the issues of trade and
environment, however, there
are still no such good examples
of mutually satisfactory ar-
rangements between exporters
and importers in the south and
north respectively. Neverthe-

less, the time is right to start
examining possibilities of such
arrangements in specific areas
before they blow up into con-

frontations.

British Council Meeting

A recent meeting held in
London, UK under the sponsor-
ship of the British Council
sought to bring together over
100 representatives from more
than .50 countries including
government, NGO representa-
tives as well as from interna-
tional organizations who dis-
cussed the issue of "Environ-
mental Responsibility in World
Trade”. A number of examples
of fair trading guidelines and
practices in the north including
the one of eco-labelling and en-
vironmental guidelines from
the International Standard Or-
ganizations (e.g. ISO 14001, the
guidelines on environmentally
sound production) were dis-
cussed with a view to developing
a consensus on how future
world trade can be channeled in
a manner that is both fair to all
parties (particularly between
north and south) and also envi-
ronmentally sound.

World Trade
Organization

In particular, it was noticed
that the WTO had set up a
Committee on Trade and Envi-
ronment (CTE) to discuss these

issues but that the commit-
tee had so far failed to produce
any substantial consensus or
recommendations.

One of the reasons for this
failure is that countries con-
tinue to view all issues from a
narrow perspective of how each
country s trade will be affected.
Another reason is that so far
the issues have been negotiated
by teams representing the trade
and industrial parts of govern-
ments and has no input from
those responsible for environ-
mental issues. A further factor
in the failure of the WTO is that
unlike in other sectors such as
environmental and social sec-
tors where NGOs and other ele-
ments of civil society including
the media play an important
role in steering the negotia-
tions, albeit indirectly, the WTO
is still the exclusive preserve of
trade negotiations from gov-

ernment departments repre-
senting .commerce and industry
who are more used to negotiat-
ing behind closed doors.

The way forward out of this
dilemma, therefore. seems to be
for the WTO ne%utiatinns to be-
come more inclusive, not only
involving the environment de-
partments but also NGOs and
other bodies including civil so-
ciety and more importantly for
environmental groups in ﬂﬂth
the north and the south to get
more involved in the negotia-
tions early on. So far most en-
vironmental groups have
tended to stay away from the
WTO and trade related issues
but this needs to change and
more attention needs to be
gven to these important issues.

nvironmental groups in the
north and south have already
been successful in forging links
on important global issues and
negotiations on issues such as
global climate change and bio-
diversity and have often been
conduits for allowing contro-
versial issues to be satisfacto-
rily negotiated between the
countries of the north and
south. They, therefore. would
also be able to play a similar
role in the WTO if they were to
take the initiative.

Importance for
Bangladesh

Why should Bangladesh take
the issue of trade and environ-
ment seriously? There are a
number of areas in which the
issue of trade and environment
may become important to
Bangladesh. Exports of
Bangladeshi shrimp to the Eu-
ropean Union have already re-
ceived a setback mainly for
health and safety reasons but
the issue of environmental
degradation from shrimp grow-
ing could also soon become an-
other issue if preemptive action
is not taken early enough. A
number of groups in Europe and
Canada have already started
raising the issue of both social
and environmental problems
with shrimp growing in
Bangladesh and could possibly

make it an important enough
issue to restrict exports of
shrimp to their countries.
Another area is the garinent
industry which so far has been

targeted for child labour but not
for environmental reasons.
However, this could change if
further backward linkage tex-
tile industries are set up in
Bangladesh without the requi-
site environmental standards.
Fortunately, most such textile
industries are newly set up and
are putting in place the requi-
site environmental waste man-
agement systems.

However, in the case of
leather export most of the in-
dustries are old and highly pol-
luting. It is very probable that
in the very near future the im-

orting countries may enact
aws banning such leather be-
ing imported from polluting
factories. Therefore, there is ur-
gent need to ensure better waste
management of the leather in-
dustries of the country.

With respect to agricultural
exports such as jute and tea
while these are in themselves
not environmentally problem-
atic the use of certain batchin
oils in the jute industries an
certain banned pesticides in the
tea industry could lead to sanc-
tions against these products in
the importing countries if we
are not careful.

What should Bangladesh

Deo?

While it is true that there is
not likely to be any immediate
ban on Bangladeshi products on
environmental grounds, in the
near future, it is nevertheless
necessary to use this time to put
our house in order and take pre-
emptive action if we are to
avoid being faced with a ban all
of a sudden as happened with
export of shrimps to the EU.
There are a number of actions
which could and should be
taken in the short and medium
lterm. Firstly, the negotiations
in the WTO have to be taken se-
riously by the government and
the negotiating team should in-

Deadly Sterilization Drug Banned

HE US Food and Drug Ad-

ministration (FDA) has

ordered two American
researchers to immediately stop
the production and export of the
drug Quinacrine, which is used
to sterilize women in Third
World countries, includin
Bangladesh. In a letter issue
on October 14, the FDA told Dr.
Elton Kessel and Stephen Mum-
ford of North Carolina:

"The FDA is very concerned
about the safety risks associ-
ated with the use of this drug for
non-surgical female steriliza-
tion, and its effects on women
and the fetus if a woman is, or
becomes pregnant. This safety
concern is shared the World
Health Organization (WHO),
which has issued statements
that quinacrine for non-surgi-
cal female sterilization should
not occur until completion of
toxicology, genotoxicity and
};mﬂslbly carcinogenicity test-
ng."

» In the two-page letter, the
FDA listed the various dangers
associated with

quinacrine:

1) Increased risk of repro-
ductive tract cancer

2) Development of abnormal
uterine lesions

3) Ectopic pregnancy

4) Prolonged amenorrhea

5) Procedure failure due to
variable efficacy rates

6) Fetal sure

In a sign of the rancorous
nature of the debate, the FDA
g:::uinted out that during a

ptember 28 phone conversa-
tion, the researchers were asked
to identify the location of their
total inventory of 290,000
quinacrine pellets. But the re-
searchers had refused to divulge
the location. Such open defi-
ance of the US government's
highest drug administration
board is unheard of. The letter
concluded by demanding im-
mediate destruction of all in-
ventory of the drug within 15
days. otherwise the FDA would
move to criminally prosecute
the two men.

Bangladesh as laboratory

An investigative report in
the June 18 issue of the WALL
STREET JOURNAL triggered the
FDA's actions. In an excellent
investigation by reporter Alix
Freedman, the abuse and fatal

by Naeem Mohaiemen

What of the 100,000 women in 20 countries, who were sterilized b;quinacrine without
ever being informed of side effects? What about their human rights? Not just in

Bangladesh, horror stories

have surfaced from India, Thailand and many

other countries.
consequences of quinacrine ments later, the doctor in- tle against immigration, he sees
were documented exhaustively. structs an assistant to mop up a quinacrine as a powerful ally.

One noticable feature of this re-
port was the extensive focus on
the wuse of the drug in
Bangladesh. Bangladeshi doc-
tor Naseem Rahman was re-
ported to have praised
uinacrine, while Dr. Zafrullah
howdhury and Health Minis-
ter Salahuddin Yusuf were ex-
tremely critical of the drug.

In a remarkably insensitive
interview with the WALL
STREET JOURNAL. Dhaka
based gynecologist Dr. Naseem
Rahman voiced strong support
for the drug. Speaking about
the dan%ers of the de and is-
sues of human rights for Third
World women, Dr. Naseem said:
"First, let these women be ac-
cepted as humans and then let's
talk about human rights. As it
is, theyre going to die, so what
do the long-term complications
of quinacrine matter?” Alix

Freedman also reported that
Dr. Rahman "believes that the

developed world's cautious
standards of medical ethics and
safety have no place in the lives
of women for whom repeated
pregnancies bring nothing but
deprivation and danger.”

In a narrative that shocked
the regular readers of the WALL
STREET JOURNAL, Alix
Freedman gave a graphic ac-
count of the conditions under
which Dr. Naseem Rahman
administered quinacrine to her
patients. Reporting'on the ex-

rience of 45 year ‘old maid

bia Khatoon, Freedman re-
ported that the patients were
given a very minimal, often
misleading explanation of the
drug's potential side effects. Dr.
Rahman did not provide any
patient with a "informed-con-
sent” form, standard practise in
many other countries. In a
chilling sequence. Freedman
reported. " Mrs. Khatoon moans
softly as Dr. Rahman briskly
thrusts an IUD inserter filled
with 12 quinacrine pellets deep
into the patient's uterus. Mo-

small ol of blood that has
drip onto the floor.”

When told by the foreign re-
porter that the E.angladts gov-
ernment had banned the drug,
Dr. Rahman, who has per-
formed 2,900 such steriliza-
tions in the past three years,

replied: "No one ever told me
this drug is banned In
Bangladesh."

On the other side of this de-
bate was Health Minister
Salahuddin Yusuf. In a meetin
with a reporter, Mr. Yusu
firmly stated his position on

uinacrine: " We don't allow

octors to do this -- they
do this. If anything goes wrong
or someone dies, who will com-
pensate these women?"

Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury
provided a frightening first-

erson account. In 1973, Dr.

essel first brought quinacrine
to Bangladesh in liquid form.
‘Idealistic ynun%l public-health
doctor”, Dr. Chowdhury ex-
pressed interest in testing the
drug. However, within minutes

ol inserting the liquid into the
uterus of a 28-year-old mother.

she died from the toxic side el-
fects. Completely shattered by
the horrific experience, Dr.
Chowdhury never touched the
drug again. In the JOURNAL re-
port, he was quoted as sayin

that it was, "for all practica
purposes, cold-blooded murder.”

Racist Anti-Immigrant
Agenda

Who are Dr. Kessel and
Mumford, with their deadl
sterilization drug uina-::n‘ne¥
It turns out that they are no
"angels of mercy". but rather
racists with a sinister agenda.
As the WALL STREET JOURNAL
reported, Mr. Mumford is
strongly npﬂcsed to immigra-
tion from the Third World to
America-- this presumably in-
cludes the NUMEerous
Bangladeshis who can be seen
on New York streets. In the bat-

can't

Reducing population in Third
World countries will choke off
the supply of hungry immi-
grants coming to the US.
Speaking Lo the JOURNAL re-
porter, Mumford Lalked about
the increase of immigration to
America in apocalyptic terms:
"This explosion in human
numbers, which after 2050 will
come entirely from immigrants
and the offspring of immi-

ants, will dominate our lives.

ere will be chaos and anar-
chy.”

Dr. Kessel sounded a more
moderate view than Mumford,
but he did say in the same re-
port:

“The present rate of illegal
immigration isn't healthy.”

Even more revealing was the
fact that much of quinacrine's

funding now comes f[rom
strongly anti-immigration lob-
I'.::‘ym groups. Mumford and
essler first used quinacrine
while working at Famil
Health International (FHI).
North Carolina. Both men were
fired from FHI in the 1980s.
Since then, funding for Mum-
ford's Center for Research on
Population and Security, and
free distribution of quinacrine
has come from Washington DC
based Donald Collins, Sall
Epstein, the Scaife Family
Foundation and the Dallasnoil
magnate family Fikes. All four
of these sources are also big
contributors and board mem-
bers of Federation for American
Immigration Reform (FAIR)--
long regarded by activists as a
racist, xenophobic organiza-
tion strongly opposed to immi-
JItg]r_ialh:-n from Third World coun-
es.

Global Condemnation

Quinacrine has been
strongly opposed by various in-
ternational organizations.
Adrienne Germain, president of
International Women's Health
Coalition, said quinacrine was

"highly open to abuse." The
World Bank's Thomas Merrick
thinks quinacrine use abroad
‘gives the impression that we
have different standards for
wer womern." The programine
Lﬂ-ﬂ already been shat down in
Vietnam under pressure from
the WHO. The FDA's ban has
been followed by a SIXTY-
MINUTE investigation that
may air on television tonight.
But will this chorus of outrage
be enough to stop the fanatics
pushing quinacrine?

The US FDA only has juris-
diction over drug manufacture
inside the US and their export
overseas (in fact, the FDA often
allows drugs to be exported even
when they are not legal in
America). Even after the
quinacrine ban, there is noth-
ing the FDA can do to stop its
manufacture abroad.

Previously, Sipharm Sissein
AG was producing the drug in
Switzerland. In the June 18
WALL STREET JOURNAL re-
gnrt. the Company's President

ritz Schneiter was quoted as
saying: "It isn't our role to check
if this is safe or not." However, a
week after the damaging report,
Sipharm announced that they
had stopped making the drug.
But this is unlikely to deter Mr.
Mumford, who is looking for
other countries to make the
drug and told the JOURNAL:
"Arrangements have already
been made to manufacture and
distribute quinacrine overseas"

What of the 100,000 women
in 20 countries, who were steril-
ized by quinacrine without ever
being informed of side effects?
What about their human
rights? Not just in Bangladesh,
horror stories have surfaced
from India, Thailand and many
other countries. Rubber planta-
tion worker Nguyen Thi of
Vietnam was sterilized without
her permission in 1993. An-

rily talking about the Thai

octor who gave her quinacrine
and the American researchers
who created the drug, Thi asked
the JOURNAL's reporter: "Did
they consider us lab rats so that
they could do whatever they
wanted with our bodies?"

Will the guilty parties ever
answer her question?

(Based on Wall Street Jour-
nal, FDA Press Release and wire
reports)

never linear. It is a 3-dimen-
sional elf, playing hide and
seek when not expected. Tts
guise is disguise, but in a totally
undisciplined environment it
rears its head more frequently
in deflance.
ild}:)linc‘s envelope is a
solid-angled. like that of a
sphere, not a flat circle on pa-
r. This immoral virus has
, breadth and thickness
Therefore controlling so many
dimensions simultaneously is
difficult, and needs a great deal
mnrming and coordination,
extra cooperation from all.
Today, in our society, cor-
ruption, nepotism, rent-seek-
ing, and blackmailing (comp-
onents of indiscipline) have as-
sumed alarming proportions
To tackle the menace, the

dcanﬂnf agent must not be in-
fected; like rebooting an in-

fected computer with a clean
booting diskette. The sacred

IHDISCIPLINE in society is

The Dimensions of Indiscipline

books have the same admoni-
tion: who will cast the first
stone? Has Administration got
this diskette? -

Indiscipline in the horizon-
tal layers is easier to combat by
the upper layers of the society
or administration. But it is
complex, as there are many lay-
ers, and many sectors (360 de-

rees). Cleaning the vertical
ayers introduce system weak-
nesses, because the cleaners be-
long to a higher hierarchy, and
the dishonest are protected by
layers of power and influence.
For a good autocrat, the job is
easier than in a democratic set-
up. bringing in the concept of
team-work at different loca-
tions and levels.

What about post-cleaning
operation? There are human
complexities: the disposal or
dispersal of the accused persons
spreads the virus (perhaps re-

uced) in to new configurations.
before and after the various

by AM M Aabad

modes of punishments. There-
fore the moral rehabilitation
programmes have to be pre-
pared with care, and imple-
mented in user-friendly mode.
Passing on the liability to other
locations is not a fair game. The
world has seen many rearma-
ment movements come and pe-
ter out, because evil has the
greater staying power. Today a
similar concept, but limited in
scope, is one dealing with the
protection of intellectual prop-
erty.

In the public services, the
day-to-day rules and regula-
tions are drafted in such a way
that evil personnel would find
it very difficult not to be get
caught at some stage of the op-
eration, now or later. Therefore
procedures are introduced into
official procedures and docu-
mentations to discourage un-
fair means, keeping an eye on

the public interest. This is the
beginning of bureaucratic de-
lays and centralization. Habit-
uated to the latter prescription,

the civil service is loth to relin-

quish hold and power when ex-
ercises come up dealing with
new decentralisation schemes
or reforms.

Even with a seemingly fool-
proof system, another bug re-
mains: the notorious human
factor. Since the latter practice
devious means, it is a variable
Jactor, beyond the control of
machines and automation (the
Super computers cannot predict
the weather accurately, as there
are hundreds of variable factors
changing, say, every fifteen
nﬂ:}flﬁtesgi

erefore it is not surprisi
that anti-curruptluxrpcamn-g
paigns, appear to disappear
prematurely. The half-done
work is taken up, after a break,
in a half-hearted manner, by
the new administrators, and

the exercises never seems to
end. Students of mathematics
are familiar with the conun-
drum of a person trying “to get
out of a room. He goes half the
distance, then pauses for a
while, then proceeds to one half
of the remaining distance.

So what is the theoretical so-
lution to combat indiscipline,
and what are the options avail-
able? That is not enough. How
far the theory could be applied
practically in a local environ-
ment? How to reduce the vari-
able factors, and make every
member of the staff of act in a
directed way. There are several
components of the staff or
teams; The authority or the pol-
icy makers; the implemental
groups and the group under
surveillance. The supplemen-
tary groups are the vested inter-
ests, the negotiators, and the us-
tads or 'godfathers'. The latter
B}ay the role of Mr Jekyll and

r Hyde,

clude both the commerce and
environment ministries who
should build expertise on the is-
sues in order to protect
Bangladesh's interest in the ne-
gotiations.
In addition the government
should link up with the non-
overnment sector including
GOs and think tanks with
knowledge and expertise on
these issues in order to present
a broad based negotiating posi-
tion in the international de-
bates which will increasingly

happen.

ﬂnndly. the courntry must
put its own house in order by
requiring that all industries,
including both new as well as
old ones, comply with the Envi-
ronment Protection Act of 1997
and if necessary assist those
industries (e.g. leather) which
may find this difficult to do on
their own.

Thirdly, there should be
reater dissemination of in-
ormation to existing and
prospective exporters regardin

Lthe environmental rules an
regulations both in Bangladesh

as well as in importing coun-
tries and also providing some
support in acquiring the neces-
sary environmentally sound
technologies and practices. In
this regard it ahuufd encourage
individual industries as well as
organizations of industries in
different sectors (e.g., leather,
textiles, pharmaceuticals, etc.)
to develop and adopt volunta
guidelines such as the IS
14001. Fortunately, some indi-
vidual industries are showing
foresight and beginning to
adopt such measures already.
They need to be encouraged and
replicated by others.

If the above steps are taken
up seriously by both the gov-
ernment as well as the ex-
porters it should be possible for
Bangladesh to not only avoid
the dislocation that may be im-
posed by sudden bans of our
Erm:lucts in importing countries

ut will also be able to make a
constructive contribution to the
global negotiations, on trade
and environment. All these
will. of course. come at a cost.
However it is better to pay the
price now and make the transi-
tion in a relatively smooth
manner (while at the same time
improving our own environ-
ment) rather than pay a much

higher cost both in terms of dol-’

lars as well as social disruption
if we do not take the necessary
action now.

The author is Executive Di-
rector of the Bangladesh Centre
for Advanced Studies, a non-
profit research and policy insti-

« tute working on environment

and sustainable development
[SSues.

Prof Rahman has

] s £
Prof Waheedur Rahman
Daily Star (DS): What are

diac treatment facilities here?

ities at NICVD. But the problem

not developed according to ex-
pectation. '

The country also lacks

fer. I personally feel that west-
ern experts should come and

faster delivery of technology.

doctors?

your observations on the car-

Waheedur Rahman (WR): I
am highly impressed with facil-

lies with the man behind the
machine. In Bangladesh, we
lack specialists for cardiac in-
tervention and experienced
cardiac surgeons. This area has

know-how of the latest technol-
ogy available in Europe or in
North America. More Training
is needed for technology trans-

train local doctors to enable

DS: Are you suggesting that
government and private initia-
tive should focus on inviting
foreign experts to train local

WR: Yes. Thousands ol pa-
tients spend millions of taka to

Modernising Cardiac

Treatment

Interview of an International Expert
by Naimul Haq

ROFESSOR Waheedur Rahman, an interventional cardi-
ologist at the Broussaias University Hospital in Paris, re-
cently visited Dhaka to see the state of hp

his home country. Prof Rahman is an honourary
World Heart Foundation, European Society of Cardiology and
French College of Interventional Cardiology.
rformed over 10,

angiogram (CAG) and 4,000 cases of ballooning and stenting
world-wide. He had been a visiti

eart treatment in
member of
cases of coronary

consultant to leading hospi-

tals in Singapore from 1990-1995 and has performed the first
PTCA operation and implanted first ballooning stenting at
Dhaka's National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NI ).

This internationally renowned cardiologist talked to The
Daily Star about his views on the existing problems and trans-
fer of technology in the sector.

seek treatment abroad where
high-tech medical facilities and
experts are available, Once the
local doctors are acquainted
with high-tech. Why should
people go abroad for treatment
if the same high-tech treatment
is offered here? Technology
transfer is the only solution
and for that the country has to
invite foreign experts to train
local doctors.

DS: Do you think France can
help Bc&nigéladesﬁnﬂ uI}:lg trgnsfer—
r me tec
mQVR: Yes. In fact, Frgnce do-
nated 7.5 million Franc in 1982
to purchase highly sophisti-
cated medical equipment in-
cluding cathlab. A project was
also taken up to train local doc-
tors in angioplasty and bal-
looning surgery. Some doctors
from NICVD are being sent to
my hospital in Paris for train-
ing in modern technology.

DS: Do you think the exist-
ing private level cardiac facili-
ties here are appreciable?

WR: Not at all. [ have seen a
number of private hospitals
and clinics. Out of the total I
have visited, only two are capa-
ble of providing 'standard’ car-
diac facilities but their capacity
is far less than the demand.
There should be more cardiac
centres at private initiative.

DS: What generally are the
problems at NICVD?

WR: NICVD is doing well but
the problem lies with the sys-
tem. The doctors do not ap
to be accountable to patients,
Doctors should develop better
relationship with patients.

There are some young doc-
tors who have good talent. I ex-
pect them to see in the front row
in a couple of years. They
should develop skill so that
each of them can become inter-
nationally recognised cardiolo-
Hists,

DS: Thank you for your
time.

Iran-Taliban Stand-off

Concern over Implications

by A S M Nurunnabi

The question is: Will Iran take the risk? One possible answer could be, according
to some analysts, that while it may not embark on direct armed conflict with
Afghanistan, it might try to check the orthodoxy and influence of the Talibans.

ENSION on Iran-
Afghanistan border has
reached a flashpoint.
Relations between the two
neighbours had been strained
ever since the Taliban militia
established its control over the
greater part of Afghanistan and
set up their own style of Islamic
order. The battered ties sank to
a new low when on August 8
last, the Taliban took the
northern town of Mazar-i-
Sharif and captured at least
nine Iranian diplomats, and
later admitted their killing in
the hand of Taliban defectors.
Iran held Pakistan and Taliban
responsible for the killing and
issued a stern warning of a
ssible regional conflict. So
Fc?ng the Taliban had been
pursuing unrelenting religious
zealotry; after it has captured
nearly the whole of
Afghanistan, the fear has been
very much pronounced that it
may go for ethnic cleansing in a
country which, especially in the
newly captured northern re-
gion, has a plurality of ethnic-
ity and sects.

In this background, the
massive deployment of trm:lps
by Iran on the Afghan border
has already created a grave sit-
uation. The initial deployment
of 70,000 troops with l{}lﬂﬂ;lr re-
inforcement by another two
lakh in an apprehended menac-
ing war has created mounting
tension in the region. The omi-
nous question in this context is:
Is the Islamic world poised for
another conflict? Both Pak-
istan and Iran are believed to
have larger economic and
strategic interest in the region,
for which control of
Afghanistan would offer a deci-
sive advantage.

The only Eusitlvﬂ factor is
that on both sides there is
awareness of the chilling con-
sequences of an armed conflict.
Iran's supreme leader Ali
Khameini has warned that once
a fire has been lit in the region,
it will be hard to extinguish.

EK imposing Islam at its
harshest Pakistan may be just
tr)dn%wtn keep up with the
neighbours. Next door are two

rofoundly fundamentalist

uslim countries, Iran and
Afghanistan. Common faith
doesn't make them friendly,
though Iran and the Taliban
militia are playing out an an-
cient schism in Islam between
the followers of Sunni and Shia
paths.

Most Iranians are Shia, and
they've watched with growing
disgust over the past four years
as the puritanical Sunnis of the
Taliban blazed across

Afghanistan like a fierce sand-

| storm.

Iran has given shelter and
ln%listical support to various
ethnic Afghan forces con-
fronting the Taliban, but so far
this has failed to halt the ad-
vance. When Taliban warriors,
using the traditional Afghan
method of bribes and bullets,
conquered Mazar-e-Sharif, the
last city held by the rebels, they
also overran the Iranian con-
sulate. A month after the fall of
Mazar-e-Sharif, the Taliban's
leaders admitted that nine Ira-
nian diplomats and a _lﬁurnalist
holed up in the consulate were
massacred by the invaders. The
Iranians along with human
rights organisations were also
alarmed over stories by refugees
that the Taliban went on a
rampage against the city's
Shias. This was ostensibly to
Ray back equally vicious be-

aviour last year by Shia mili-
tiamen who executed thousands
of captured Talibans.

Afghan rts in Peshawar
and Islamabad were of the view
that Iran has three military op-
tions: launching a punitive air
strike on Taliban positions,
giving solid back-up to 4,000
anti-Taliban forces that have
massed along the border or go-
ing for an all-out military of-
fensive against the Taliban.
The latter move would involve
opening up a safe corridor to the
besieged Hazara Shias in the
mountain valley of Bamiyan
and attacking Herat, Badghis,
Faryab and other towns near
the Iranian border. installing

anti-Taliban forces there. But ,

the Taliban won't go down
without a fight; they have
nearly a dozen Russian-made
Scuds and, according to one
Taliban leader, these missiles
are now aimed at Iranian cities,
If the Iranians do nothing, the
Taliban will probably defeat
the remaining rebels and im-
ose their brand of radical
unni Islam on the entire coun-
try — and perhaps spread it into
Central Asia. :

There are indications that
Pakistan too may find itself
dragged into the Taliban's
showdown with Iran. Tehran
accused Pakistan of using Pak-
istani fighter pilots for flying
bombing raids during the Tal-
iban's assault on Mazar-e-
Sharif and Bamiyan, a charge
that Pakistan denied. The rapid
escalation of tension between
Iran and Afghanistan is dis-
turbing to all [slamic countries.
The greatest concern appears to
be that any conflagration be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan
will have spill-over effects on

the neighbouring countries of
the region as [ran and the Tal-
iban of Afghanistan are on op-
osite sides of the divide in [s-
amic sects — Shia and Sunni,

as already noted. Most of the
countries including Pakistan
are inhabited by both sects of
Muslims. Any armed conflict
between Iran and Afghanistan
would likely to cause eruption
of sectarian conflicts in the
neighbouring, countries with
devastating consequences.

There is a view that Iran who
fought almost a 10-year war
with Iraq may not be prepared
to embark on a war with
Mﬁhanistan for a long haul.
Whatever economic progress
Iran has been able to make after
the war will be placed in l]e:np-
ardy. The question is: Will Iran
take the risk? One possible an-
swer could be, according to
some analysts, that while it
may not embark on direct
armed conflict with
Afghanistan, it might try to
check the orthodoxy and influ-
ence of the Talibans. According
to the view of these analysts,
Iran might try to coordinate its
action with Russia and other
Central Asian Republics as to
how to bolster the anti-Taliban
Northern Alliance to fight
against the Talibans. Iran’s
massive stationing of troops on
the border of ﬁhanistan is
likely to engage all attention of
the Talibans on the border,
leaving weak defences within
Afghanistan. The weakening of
Ta%ihan defences within the
country could provide an oppor-
tunity to the Northern Alliance
to gain strategic areas Iin
Afghanistan from which they
would be able to take full advan-
lage against the Talibans.

Meanwhile, as reported, the
UN Security Council on 15
September last condemned the
slaying of the Iranians and

ed for the UN to participate
in the investigation. It de-
manded that the Taliban fully
respect international law and
human rights. The UN Secre-
tary-General asked the three

overnments of Pakistan,

audi Arabia and United Arab
Emirates that recognised the
Taliban government to inter-
vene and persuade the Talibans
to respect the rights of all peo-
ple in Afghanistan.

The US is said to have con-
cerns on the situation because
any armed conflict might put
the world's power balance at
risk. The US has reportedly
commenced its talks with Iran
on the rising tension over
Afghanistan. Although the risk
of armed conflict looms large, it

is hoped that the initiatives
taken by the US and the UN
provide an opportunity to
defuse the alarming situation.
However, at the moment, both
Iran and Taliban are in a 'war
of nerves' state.



