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How Good the New Levies?

The government's imposition of 2 to 15 per cent
supplementary duty and surcharge on some ser-
vices, consumer items and even savings instru-
ments aims to raise additional funds for the post-
flood rehabilitation work. But this risks a degree
of unpopularity which might dawn as a surprise on
many. They could view it perhaps as an instance of
pragmatic desperation or desperate pragmatism.
At any rate, an argument can be advanced by way
of a question that if foreign assistance inflow
would not work out to an anticipated level then
witere do we turn to? Definitely we look inward to
scrounge money from where it can be rather than
sitting idly by in an overstretched hope that all our
expectations in terms of external funding will be
eventually met.

Even allowing for such a point of view we cannot
help observe that the government is asking for a
kind of public sacrifice that seems awkwardly
misplaced on the services and consumer items, let
alone savings certificates and bank deposits.

The surcharge on the interest or profit accrued
from savings certificates and the levy on the inter-
est and profit on fixed and periodic deposits with
banks and other financial institutions amount to
a reduction in the effective savings and deposit
rates which are already considered rather low.
With savings thus somewhat disincentivised we
cannot hope to see investments pick up. There is no
mistaking the interrelationship.-There is even a
third dimension to it given that it is the prospect of
improved local equity participation that tends to
stimulate foreign private investment decisions,
especially of the collaborational type. Sometimes
the foreign direct investors do the weather-taking
by means of the barometer of local investment pat-
tern. ‘

The government's austerity drive which is calcu-
lated to yield Tk 200 crore — as compared with Tk
300 crore from the new levies — leaves room for
belt-tightening because there are some unexplored
areas like foreign tours and fuel costs where a
greater saving can be effected.

Then finally we would ask the inevitable ques-
tion: why has not the government passed on to us
the benefit of low costs of petroleum products in
the international market? They should have re-
duced the asking price when their oil import bill
has effectively gone down. Or put the saving made
on the plus side.

Why Punish the People?

Khulna Jubadal leader Wahiduzzaman
Chanchal vanished without a trace on Sunday
nisht. A frantic search failed to find him and the
following morning his body was found lying at the
Nijkhamar point on the Khulna-Satkira Road,
hacked by sharp weapons. Violence spread like
wild fire and within half an hour the AL office was
attacked, as many as 26 automobiles were dam-

aged, shops ¢tc were 10 ted AL activists retaliatftdi_ .

by damaging the BNP office soon after.

The BNP and AL both held press conferences on
Monday. AL said Chanchal's murder was the result
of inner party squabblings in BNP and its front or-

ganisations. In the BNP press conference the lead-
ers said they did not think the murder was AL's
handiwork but they might be involved in some
way. The Daily Star man on the spot has main-
tained that Chanchal was murdered in an old Mus-
lim Leaguer's house in West Bania Khamar and po-
lice has found stains of blood on the walls of this
house and has arrested the daughter of the house,
an advocate, and the son-in-law.

Why did the BNP elements go on a ramEage dam-
a%ing even some temples of Kali where the annual
Shyama Puja was on? With guns and bombs these
hoodlums seriously injured some members of the
public as well as some policemen. Chhatra League’'s
violent reaction to the rampage resulted in reduc-
ing downtown Khulna into a regular battlefield.
And violence spread to satellite towns also. But
why?

’the BNP leaders called a hartal for Tuesday and
no doubt Khulna stood still yesterday, broken pos-
sibly by fresh violence. Why this hartal, against
whom? The BNP leaders have said identified gan
of killers has done it. Is the hartal against them”
Road communication with Khulna was snapped in
the early hours of Sunday when Chanchal's body
was found. Why?

If Chanchal was murdered by criminals or even
his adversaries in his organisation, what gives the
right to party activists to let loose a mayhem in the
city, hurting people, damaging property and tem-
ples? Violence against violence — while law and
society go abegging.

No matter what happens our people and prop-
erty, our cities and villages and our life's rhythm
and its privacies, all our rights in short must re-

ITailrn Ssale, Inf Deam

Thousands have been killed in one earthquake
strike, throughout history. Upto four hundred have
been killed in gigantic airlines disaster. In the
Baltic Sea RoRo ferry disaster some nine hundred
died. And the Titanic perhaps went down with 12
hundred luxury passengers and crew. In a way such
tragedies pale before the ghastliness of the eastern
Nigerian tragedy this week. At least 500 people in-
cluding women and children were -burnt alive and
reduced to charcoal in a fire lapping up everything
on a 200 square kilometre area. Hundreds on the
periphery survived only to land on hospitals with
severe burn mﬂurles.

An oil pipeline running through the area was
leaking. Thousands gathered to e a free helping
of fuel. Some indiscretion, some accident, and the
world caught fire. We had an inferno at Magurch-
hara but there weren't so many around. At the
Nigerian spot people were crowding as if called to a
free feed in a famine-pressed region.

Theories are sprouting with the hour. One says
fuel starved poor people were for long stealing oil
by drilling holes into the pipe. Another says the
leaks were the result of aabntagﬁ mounted by anti-
government ’lg.len'ﬂia groups, whose clash resulted
in the fire. The unidentifiable human sculpture in
charcoal had a kind of container on the hand —
l;l-ndmg special poignancy. to the harrowing specta-
cle.

Whatever the immediate cause, this is verily the
curse of poverty at work. Poverty continues to be
the greatest tragedy of man, the greatest sin
wrought by man on man. Will the new century see
an end to the heartless monster?

IVEN the frequency of de-
Gvaluatinn in the last few

years, the latest news of a
fall in the official value of taka
has neither been un ted nor
surprising. During the previous
rounds of devaluation earlier
this year, the government used
the expected increase in export
earnings and the currency situ-
ations in Pakistan and India as
a rationale. This time they have
added a new argument relerrin
to the effect ol the prolonge
flooding on domestic output
and inflation .

The latest adjustment in the
value of taka comes at a time
when taka has been quite stable
against the US dollar. Even
Bangladesh Bank has conceded
that "..... taka continues to re-
main one of the most stable
currencies in the region.” If
that's the case why devalue? By
frequently lowering the value of
taka, the government is em-
barking on a risky path. The
negative effect of such a mea-
sure would greatly outweigh any

ositive effect that it might
ave.

In earlier remarks on this
page, | have repeatedly tried to
show the perils of frequent de-
valuation arguing against the
myth that devaluation will im-
prove our trade balance. I also
raised the ;ﬁnssihillt}r of an in-
creased inflationary pressure
in the economy. For
Bangladesh, devaluation can-
not improve the trade balance
since the ready-made garments
sector which account for 55 per
cent of our export earnings de-
pend heavily on imported ma-
terials. The Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) has recently
published ligures on export
earnings, The statistics show
that export earnings during the
last nine months have in-
creased 24 per cent compared to
the same time period in the last
fiscal year.

I would suggest the MCCI to
publish similar figures for im-
port growth. It will inevitably
show a dramatic increase in our
import bills over the same
time-period. Hence any net pos-
itive effect on the economy's
trade balance has been negligi-
ble, at best.

Bangladesh Bank has argued
that the adjustment in the value
of taka was necessary to ".....
spur growih of exports while re-
taining its compelitive edge.”
The facts, however, suggest a

Another Unnecessary Devaluation

Engaging in repeated compe
negative effect of such a policy

better it would be for the country.

titive devaluation is a risky strategy and would eventually prove
benefit to Bangladesh's export earnings is at best uncertain, but the
could be severe. The earlier the policy makers realise this, the

rather complex icture. Ex-
change rate is only one of the
determinants of export growth.
Devaluations would make ex-
ports more competitive only if
exportable products of compet-
ing nations are homogenous
and they contain the same pro-
portion of various factors of
production. But that is not the
case for exports from
Bangladesh and its competitors
in the region. These economies
are diverse in nature. Industries
in Bangladesh are more labour-
intensive than its competitors.

Moreover, its labour costs
are below the average of the re-
gion. Regional currency devalu-
ations should reduce, but not
eliminate, the labour-cost dif-
ferential enjoyed by
Bangladesh.

In the garments industry
where the competition is more
fierce, competing countries
with devalued currencies would
be wunable to capture
Bangladesh's share in the world
market as such trade is deter-
mined by non-tariff barriers
imposed by the leading im-
porters such as Europe and the
United States. Garment exports
are less price-sensitive since
they are subject to import quo-
tas. A substantial change in
market share is thus unlikely.

Now look at the flip side of
this argument. A lower value of
taka would raise the cost of
production of those industries
who expect to gain the most
from devaluation, i.e.. the gar-
ment industry. They will have
to pay more for imported raw
materials and machinery on
which they are heavily depen-
dent. The higher cost of these
inputs will be felt quicker than
any subsequent rise in exports.

Moreover, the import of fab-
rics in the garment industry are
covered by back-to-back letters
of credit. Hence only the local
value addition part of their ex-
ports would enjoy increased
earnings due to devaluation.
Exporters will also face a cash
flow problem due to the increas-
ing cost of servicing their US
dollar-denominated debts. On
balance, devaluation by jtself
would hardly have any positive

impact on their balance sheet.
Recent trade figures support

my contention. Despite repeated

devaluations since 1990,

Bangladesh's trade balance has

- deteriorated. Supporters ol de-

valuation has mentioned the
possibility of a J-curve effect.
The J-curve phenomenon refers
to the short-run decline in net
exports following an exchange
rate depreciation, followed by
an improvement in net rts.
A close look at Bangladesh's net
exports in recent years, inter-
estingly, show the presence of
an inverted J-curve. Following
repeated devaluations after
1990, our trade balance im-
proved temporarily durin
1991-93 and has deteriorat
since then.

Over the same period, import
as a percentage of GDP varied

from a low of about 14 per cent
in 1991 to a high of abowt 21 per
cent in 1995. Given our heavy
dependence on im , devalua-
tion would raise the import bill
significantly. It would increase
the domestic price of imports
ranging from essential food
items and fuel to raw materials
and intermediate goods. This
rice increase would eventually
passed over to the consumers
through higher prices of final
consumption goods.

The higher import bill would
cancel any expected increase in
export earnings. Consequently,
the [)ossihllity that devaluation
would improve our foreign ex-
change reserve is, at best, re-
mote.

Since 1995, Bangladesh's
foreign exchange reserve has
dwindled from about US dollar
3.4 billion to only US dollar
1.66 billion, enough to buy im-

rts for three months. This
Egs happened despite at least
sixteen downward adjustments

in the value of taka over the
same period. The post-flood re-
habilitation programme will
require import of millions of
tonnes of foodgrains and other
essential commodities. The de-
valuation would greatly in-
crease the import bill in local
currency terms, thereby raising
an inflationary spectre in the
economy.

The fear of an increasing in-
flationary trend can no longer
be ignored. A recent World Bank
position paper have acknowl-
edged an 8 per cent inflation
rate over a 15-month period be-

nning from December 1996 to
ebruary 1998. The Finance
Minister's advisory cominittee
have also warned about the
rising inflationary pressure il
the economy.

The devaluation would defi-

nitely have an adverse effect on
inflation. Cost of essential food
items would increase making it
prohibitive for the low-income
group. On one hand. the gov-
ernment is talking about the
necessity of a successful post-
flood rehabilitation ro-
gramme. On the other hand, its
policies are making it almost
impossible to attain such a
goal.

In this context, I would like
to discuss the recent experiences
in several East Asian countries
regarding currency devaluation
and subsequent export earn-
ings. We, in Bangladesh, can
learn from their experience.

Since East Asia's financial
crisis erupted last year, the
value of their currencies have
fallen between 35 and 70 per
cent against the US dollar. Pol-
icy makers in these countries,
similar to ours, expected that
the steep currency devaluation
would enhance exporters com-
petitiveness and increase the

influx of cheap Asian products
worldwide. Yet, so far. East
Asia's predicted export boom
has failed to arrive. In fact. ex-
ports from four countries — In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, and — have ac-
tually fallen marginally in dol-
lar terms since late last year.

Thailand and South Korea
have fared somewhat better.
Both increased the value of ex-
ports earlier this year. But that
performance was more modest
than the boost many had ex-
pected from the devalued cur-
rencies. In some cases, a sharp
decline in imports have led to
an improvement to the trade
balance but, in turn, have fur-
ther deteriorated export
prospects. Since a decline in
import mean that the countries
are bringing in fewer raw mate-
rials and intermediate %;:vods
for manufacturing, which are
now more ive in terms of
local currency, it is contribut-
ing to an rt downturn.

The failure of the myth that
the East Asian economies can
export their way out of trouble
can be attributed to several
daunting obstacles that the
face. Some arise from the [i-
nancial crisis while others are
related to deeper structural
weakness in the economy. Ail
analysis of these bottlenecks
would help policy makers in
Bangladesh to take appropriate
measures in order to truly im-
prove our trade balance.

The most pressing problem
evident in East Asia is the acute
shortage of available credit for
the exporters. Countries had to
undertake IMF-prescribed tight
monetary policy and restruc-
turing of the financial systems.
This led to high interest rates
and credit crunch. Thailand
and Indonesia are prime exam-
ples. Government in both coun-
tries have poured large amount
of money in order to prevent
banks and financial institu-
tions from collapsing. A major
portion of this money has been
raised through borrowing from
the surviving financial institu-
tions. This obviously crowded
out domestic credit from poten-
tial exporters.

The difficulty of securing let-
ters of credit through local
banks have also compounded
the problem. The letters of
credit are used to finance not
only sales abroad but also im-
ported inputs, on which many
export industries rely. This

problcmahraisnd the tre of an
energy shortage in South Korea
where fi suppliers refused

to ship oil unless importers

ve letters of credit issued by
oreign banks, since local
banks were not considered in-
ternationally as credit worthy.
Exporters are also having trou-
ble finding containers to ship
their goods. as so few are arriv-
ing ca imports.

Many of the I:adinﬁlcxpaﬂ
industries are also handicapped
because currency devaluation
have sharply increased the cost
of imported raw materials and
machinery. For example, textile
and shoe industries in Indone-
sia have been forced to cut back
on work shifts and lay off
workers due to sky-rocketing
import costs. The textile and
garment industry in Thailand,
where 80 per cent of the raw ma-
terials are im , is also fac-
ing similar problem.

The policy ex ences. in
these countries show that de-
valuation, by itself, has failed
to achieve its stated goal of im-
ﬁnﬂng export performances.

e real solution to our export

roblem lies in removing the

ttlenecks faced by the ex-
porters, not through periodic
downward adjustments in the
value of taka.

The devaluation has oc-
curred after the return of our
Finance Minister from the
IMF-World Bank annual meet-
ing. It is possible that the Fi-
nance Ministry and the
Bangladesh Bank felt the pres-
sure from the IMF and the other
donor countries in this regard.
If the past performance is any
indication, we can expect an-
other devaluation before the
end of the year when the value
of US dollar will be fixed at
around 50 taka.

Engaging in repeated com-
petitive devaluation is a risky
strategy and would eventually
prove counterproductive. The

otential benefit to

angladesh's export earnings is
at best uncertain, but the nega-
tive effect of such a policy could
be severe. The earlier Lhe policy
makers realise this. the better it
would be for the country.

ﬁ

are all born human be-
ings. As we grow up,
what we do, define us. If
we teach, we are labeled teach-
ers; if we practice medicine, we
are doctors; if stealing is what
we do, we are thieves! The pur-
suit of lz..owledge confers on us
the grandiloquent status of a
"student". However, if a "stu-
dent” rapes, like a chameleon
he ;.imgly transforms into a
despicable criminal — a rapist
animal! Students don't rape,
criminals do!

Our hearts bleed at the
thought of the those Jahangir-
nagar University female stu-
dents and their parents. The

arents had sent their precious
ittle daughters with high hopes
to a higher seat of learning.
The young women were hoping
to make a better life for them-
selves through higher educa-
tion. Instead, they became the
victims of the most heinous
high erime — short of murder —
a woman can be subjected to, at
the hands of fellow male "stu-
dents.” (One wishes that the
Prime Minister had met and
commiserated with the women
victims.)

What is most infuriatin
about the crime is the "demand”
of the rapists that the victims
first identify themselves, and
then their rapists: only then
will the perpetrators acknowl-
edge their guilt! The rapists

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Rapists at Jahangimagar University are
Not "Students"; They are Criminals!

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

Tﬁ; @;HEd female students should consider suing Jahangirnagar University and the gﬂvemmént
" for a hefty sum of money, for failing to protect them. If the University is too timid to face
up to the rapist criminals, then the University should be closed down until

such time it can guarantee the safety of its female students.

know full well that because of
the humiliating nature of the
crime, that never happens. It is
even more maddening to learn
that the rapists are being
treated leniently because the
belong to the student wing o
the ruling party! If the govern-
ment is unwilling to move on
them, let someone else identify
the rapists to the general pub-
lic; we shall then see how brave
the rapists are!

Rape is the ultimate dishon-
our a man can inflict on a
woman. It is every woman's
worst secret nightmare. It is the
invasion of her privacy which
she holds dearest, stealing of
her priceless modesty by soil-
ing it, and the utter violation of
her as a being. It is dismissing

woman as nothing more than
pounds of flesh. It is so humuili-
ating to women that rape vic-
tims, even in the permissive
West, often times suppress the
crime, even kill themselves.
because of shame. Such a pity,
because in truth, the shame is
on men. Men have lor centuries
tried to "blame”™ women for
rapes. Provocative female
dresses, suggestive conversa-
tions, "no” actually means “yes”
etc. have been favourite male
subterfuge. But what the rapist
males have always ignored is,

"no” means "no." It is true that
thanks to "Vive La Difference!”,

men are attracted to women be-

cause of who they are. There is

nothing wrong with that. That.
however. does not license men

to assault women.

Attempting to kick an at-
tacker in the groin may be very
tempting. but it may be counter-

roductive. What if the attempt
ails; then the woman will be at
the mercy of a mad dog! Blind-
ing the attacker with irritants,
such as throwing chili powder
into the eyes, may be a better
alternative. But why are we
talking about treatingthe
symptoms? We should go for
the cure, which is a zero-toler-
ance and the severest-punish-
ment societal policy for rapes.
Not so long ago, at worst
men were content with sala-
cious looks directed at women,
or at best went home and wrote
poetry about their beauty. Even
i1 the late sixties and early sev-

enties, if a male university stu-
dent in Bangladesh mustered
enough "courage” Lo go and talk
to a female student, it was con-
sidered a major accomplish-
ment! How Bangladesh has
changed for the worse! What
worries expatriate
Ban;lg]adeshis is that
Bangladeshi society has become
so rotten to the core that erim-
inality has invaded the male
university student body. How
many times have history been
witness to the moral degenera-
tion of nations that preceded
its physical destruction.

Tn encourage woman 1o
vnine forward, in the West the
iclentity of the woman rape vie-
tini is always Kept secret. Iden-

tification of the rapists has be-
come much easier in the United
States through DNA testing
(reinember Monica Lewinsky's
blue dress with Presidential
stains that matched Clinton's
DNA?). If there are any body
fluid marks of the Jahangirna-
gar University criminals on
their women victims' dresses,
those dresses should be care-
fully preserved. If. Bangladesh
government is unwilling, the
writer and other expalriates

will be glad to pay the labora-
tory fees and have the dresses
DNA-tested in the USA, so that
the criminals are positively
identified and put away for the
longest time the law allows.

The assaulted female stu-
dents should consider suing
Jahangirnagar University an
the government for a hefty sum
of money, for failing to protect
them. If the University is too
timid to face up to the rapist
criminals, then the University
should be closed down until
such time it can guarantee the
safety of its female students. If
the government is unwilling to
punish its own "student"-goon-
das, then it forfeits the right to
call itself a democratically
elected government, and be-
comes a Somalia-like govern-
ment of the war lords. Bereft of
moral authority, the govern-
ment should then resign.

EFEXFEXEXEFEREEXRXFXREXEFE R R LXK XX R XXX R R XX AR AR XX XXX R XX KX R X KR X R E XX RREEEFER R k5 ok Kk ok kX R Rk KRR R R F oKk k ok

Words that I Never Thought [ would Write

by Shamsad Mortuza

Let us help JU diagnose the cancer and in removing it. We have too little time to take
sadistic pleasure and political gain from JU's pain.

Jahangirnagar University

down worse than anybody
could. As an alumnus, a faculty
member, and a Senate represen-
tative of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) 1 thank the media
for delving into the "facts" and
the extravagance of the mo-
ment. My association with the
press, however, has taught me
to take the fact of the press with
a considerable grain of salt,

Sitting at a time difference
of 13 hours from Bangladesh
(where the day is night and the
night is day). it is hard to make
sense of the news of JU in the
cyberspace. In my limited sco-
pe. 1 will touch some bases to
understand what really 1s go-
ing on back home.

Last weekend at a Banglades-
hi party here in Tucson, Ari-
zona | was accosted by scores of
my fellow countrymen. "What is

Ilhank the media for tearing

going on in JU? You should be
ashamed of yoursel” Well.

ashamed [ was but not because | -

hailed from JU. I felt ashamed
because | was in the midst of ig-
norance and because [ was en-
countering the best brains of
our country being prepared for
the US job market ancF salvaged
from the "shame” of the coun-
trly_ll. I envy those "blessed" souls
who are engineering to es-
cape reality.

In an email, one of my col-
leagues from home expressed
her mother’'s concern about the
news of people backing out from

Sir, | fully comprehend BN-
P's sentiments about calling a
strike on the 18h of October.

They have been mute in the
political field for a long time
due to the prevailing flood situ-
ation. They needed to voice
their Eresence sooner or later.
But the timing of their hartal
has not at all appropriate
since on the very day two par-
ticipants of the knock-out
cricket tournament arrived in
the capital.

It is very embarrassing for
us as a nation to receive the
cricket teams amidst a strike
considering the issue of the
strike. Refusing one to stage a
hunger strike cannot be on any
account a sensible issue for a
dawn-to-dusk strike even in a
country like ours where a strike
can be called in a day's notice.

The political parties have
ﬂut to put the country's interest
rst, though I doubt that any-
one benefits from politics of

mud-slinging.

S Mahfuz
Dhaka

"Hassles of bills"

Sir, Thanks a lot to Dr. Sab-
rina Q Rashid for her very rea-
sonable and logical suggestions
regarding the above (DS dt.
18.9.98).

If the bills are prepared and
paid two or three months basis
all these hassles will be re-
duced. There will be expense re-
duction of same proportion in
Ercparatinn and collection of

ills as also time and station-
ary. It will also reduce some
congestions on roads and
banks. -

Authorities concerned are

earnestly requested to look into
this and act to give some relief

to all associated with the sys-
tem.
B H Cho
42/H Indira Road,
Dhaka-1215

marrying female students or
Jahangirnagar University. Her
mother was worried that soon it
would spill over on the teachers
as well. My rolleague is of the
opinion that thie (s quite possi-
ble considering the image the
JU has created for itsell. She
also maintains that the male
(bachelor]) teachers will not be
exempted from this because the
rnewspapers are carrying news
of mnale teachers taking advan-
tage of their female stu-
dents.

When | called back home, my
wife suggested that 1 should
start thinking of quitting JU.
"People say all sorts of things
about it. . ."

[ humbly beg to differ. | am
not ashamed anymore. 1 am

roud to be a student-turned-

culty of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity. I am proud because Ja-
hangirnagar reflects the true
state of our society. | know
where the pain is; 1 know where
the cancer is! And I know what
nceds to be addressed.

Jahangirnagar University is
not an island rather it is a mi-
crocosm. The sexual abuse in
the university represents the
whole country. So when my

[ellow countrymen taint me
with shame for being a JU
member, | cannot help laugh-
ing. They are the ones who be-
lieve that bad things always
happen to the people next door.
They forget that they smell the
same as | do. | am reminded
of the Jai Jai Din cartoon in
this regard. It shows a political
leader clad in black coat kick-
ing the private parts of three
students in front of the JU main
entrance. The leader is shout-
ing. "I haven't told you to use
these arms.” The ma ne's
feature article criticised the rul-

' ing party for supporting its stu-

dent body in the whole affair. It
also criticised "Awami” intel-
lectuals for not flaying the gov-
ernment in their protest rally
against rapes held at the Ja-
hangirnagar campus.

It does not matter whether
you rape wearing a Jinnah cap
or a Mu_llb coat, an army helmet
or a police badge. A rape is a
rape. There are two parties in-
volved in it: the (male) sexual
aggressor and the (female) vic-
tim. However, this is not to say
that politics is not a factor in-
volved in it. But giving it a po-
litical colour will be a step to-
wards institutionalising rape.

As a student, | was never in-
volved with any kind of student

litics. As a campus reporter, |

ad the professional obligation
to maintain objectivity. That
was the heyday of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD). I have seen
one of our former vice chancel-
lors using JCD members to
reach the former Prime Minis-
ter (chancellor). | have seen the
former information minister
publicly rebuking a provost for
expelling student leaders (after
all, the provost was their ‘'man’).
I have seen the JUCSU vice
president beating up a univer-
sity staff for being a peepin
Tom in his "public fornication”.
I have students beating up
teachers and a respected teacher
not identifying the responsible
students in the courtroom. Any
discerning reader will remem-
ber these incidents to which |
am alluding. The JCD men then
outnumbered their rival Chha-
tra League (BCL) supporters by
10to 1. :

I scorned myself when these
JCD men suddenly covered u
their torn Zia vest with blac
Mujib coat. In one fell swoop,
the ratio reversed. | was a fac-
ulty by then, and was no longer

interested in student politics.
From the press, [ came to know
that the BCL men took control
of all the dormitories with the
fall of the BNP government in
1996. The course of the political
stream swerved Irom

"Shugandha" to "Karotoa"; the
stage remained the same — only
the characters changed.

In one of my earlier articles,
| mentioned that rape is a per-
verted expression. There is per-
haps something more to it. The
recent incidents in my univer-
sity have led me to believe that
rape is more than an idiosyn-
cratic act committed by a few
"sick" perverts. 1 have referred
to the political scenario of JU
not to shift blames but because,
I believe, that the notion of
"power" is deeply related to the
recent sexual aggressions. My
hunch took me to the library to
find the psychodynamic of
rape.

According to Nicholas Groth
(1979). there are three types of
rape: Anger Rape, in which sex-
uality becomes a hostile act;
Power Rape in which sexuality
becomes an expression of con-
quest; and, Sadistic Rape, in
which anger and power be-
come eroticised.

The United States is one of
the most rape prone countries.
A rape is reported in the United
States every 6 minutes (Am-
erican Journal Public Health
83:11, 1993). Campus rapes,
especially date rapes, are ve
common in this country.
random sampling shows that
40 per cent of female students
experienced forcible sex.

Another study shows that
the fraternity boys are the of-
fenders in 80 per cent of the
rapes. They do it partly because
of their narrow interpretation
of masculinity. They try to cre-

ate a macho image by excessive
use of alcohol, hyper concern
with competitions, glorifica-
tion of violence, use ol pornog-
raphy, and, last but not the
least, their distance from fam-
ily monitoring.

Would it be wrong to assume
that a similar agenda motivates
the campus rapists in
Bangladesh? Perhaps, there is
an additional socio-political
dimension to it; arms politics
gives the student-turned-politi-
cal "cadres" access to the power
domain. A student in his late
teens suddenly finds himself
free from family monitoring. A
sudden sense of freedom reigns
the adrenaline of every fresh-
man. When our politicians take
advantage of this teen spirit
and bless them with arms, the
student becomes a party "cadre’
— the chosen one to subjugate
others. He finds a new identity,
a new class status. He finds it
appropriate to exert violence on
the prett}rfirl who perhaps ear-
lier refused his doting. The psy-

chodynamic ol rape thus in-
volves the three criteria inen-
tioned above: anger. power,
and sadism,

True, I have mentioned that 1
am proud to be a meniber ol the
Jahangirnagar lamily. 1 have

tried to reason through one of
the possihilities for why cam-

pus rape occurs. But maybe in-
stead ol asking men-who-rape, "
Why?" perhaps we should be
asking men-who-don't "Why
not?” Nol evervone in the JU is
rapist. Jahangirnagar in its
briel history has produced some
brilliant scholars. The institu-

tion has shown remarkable
performances in the public ser-

vice exams. This only residen-

tial university of the country,

primarily designed to be a re-

search one, has immense poten-

tial to contribute to the aca-

demia and society at large. Let

us help the JU family in its time
of need. Let us help JU diagnose

the cancer and in removing it.

We have too little time to take
sadistic pleasure and political

gain from JU's pain.



