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Despicable Politics
- BNP has called for another general strike, sec-,
ond in five days, on Thursday. We are on record to
have opposed all such strikes, called by whoever
and against whatever the government. All these
~strikes are particularly despicable because they are

designed also to prolong the two-day weekly off to a
three-day one. General strikes or national work

- shut-outs hurt the country's economy grievously.

That's bad enough. But now it will hurt the drive
for recovery from the losses of the flood.

The government must own a considerable share

| the guilt of the Sunday shutout. The points put

forward by it for BNP to abandon the hartal plan at
this delicate moment were hardly well-reasoned.

. Their refusal to allow the party to stage their

hunger strike at their desired venue amounted to
prodding them on to the strike decision. Didn't the
government know that the refusal would be used to

justify the strike? Only too well. And the BNP was

bent on cashing in on the government inaccom-
modation and spurned the offer of the Osmany

| Udyan venue. Politicking is the thing for both and,

it seems, not the nation.
It is difficult to understand what does AL gain

from its policy of prevailing on the rajpath on the
‘hartal day. It only

leads to tension and violence
and highly avoidable deaths and injuries. It is
equally, if not more, difficult to appreciate what

.the Thursday hartal will avail for BNP. Sympa-

thies from unattached persons and quarters can
only start to dry up. Issues will begin to thin and
discomfiting the government stand out as the main

~goal. That wouldn't be helpful for BNP.

Have they both forgotten that the nation's prior-
ity is economic development? It can come out rid-
ing over the losses of the great flood only at the
price of a united nation's all-in overdrive. If ever
the government needed unreserved opposition co-
operation, it is now. If ever an opposition was

- needed to serve the nation this badly, it is now.
' Government, being government must put the first

step forward to create such an atmosphere of toler-

ance and cooperation. AL is not doing so at the
moment.

- What are we having are two self-righteous un-
bending postures constantly harming the nation's

' interest. We repeat our disapproval of the Thurs-

day hartal. Or for that matter, all future hartals.

Levaluation Controversy

As a break with piece-meal devaluation of cur-

‘rency we have gone for a drastic downward adjust-

ment of Taka value to a dollar — by a neat three per

cent. Although this has drawn an almost equal

measure of commendation and criticism, on bal-
ance it seems to us that it just could not be helped.

Its rationale basically lies there.

The 16 per cent export growth we had achieved in

| the last fiscal has shown signs of slackening dur-

ing the first quarter of the current financial year.
The negative trend needed to be rolled back by
making the price of our merchandise attractive to
buyers in comparison with that being offered on
the international market by our export rivals.

Furthermore, the downturn in the labour mar-
kets of Malaysia, South Korea and Middle East has
raised a genuine apprehension of a decline in the
inflow of foreign remittances. Finance Minister

.SAMS Kibria has quite candidly pointed out that

the outlook on both export-earning and foreign
remittances warranted that we immediately bol-
stered them with an upward exchange rate fine-
tuning that would be too weaning for the people
concerned to brush aside.

At the back of the government's mind is the con-
sideration that this would go to replenish the forex
reserve and help maintain a balance in the pay-
ments situation. But the fact of the matter is im-

" port costs will rise, and with our exports having a

big import content the prospective rise in export-

- earning could well be offset by the higher import
prices. The Finance Minister's contention is that

the prices of things we import have fallen in the
world market so that the devaluation wouldn't af-
fect us much. It cannot, however, be overlooked
that the post-flood rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion activities will entail imports. But again

Jhigher import prices mean increased duty collec-
“tion at the ports.

The bottom line is: we must know where to draw
the line. What seems worrying is that inflation
could be imported into the living costs of the con-
sumers, a prospect that the government needs to be
cautious about.

Try Him

Pinochet's sin has finally caught up with him.
Old age, out of power for a decade and a half, third
country residence, convalescence from surgical op-
eration in a London hospital, the British track-
record of occasionally having hosted other erst-
while dictators — nothing, nothing at all came to
his rescue. Such a human rights sinner had he been
his very name raked in a derision far too deep-
seated, and self-vindicating with a wealth of evi-

1. dence, not to extract its price from him in law.

After engineering the ouster of leftist president

Allende in 1973 he unleashed a decade of reign by
. death squads in cohorts with army security force

‘cronies to silence his political opponents. A serial

' mayhem in which many Spaniards fell dead.

We congratulate the Spanish authorities for
having sent an extradition warrant to the British

" government for Pinochet's arrest. And the prompt

| and thus cooperating

|- refuge in it, a human
|/ tries to shrug off accountability for his crimes. He

action the White Hall has allowed to be taken by
the London police on the request evokes-our admi-

- ration for the British system.

Our heartfelt thanks to the British government
for taking a judicial, magisterial and police view of
the matter as distinguished from a political line
most exemplarily in subject-
ing a former diabolical dictator to the due process
of law. There cannot be a greateér shame for the
prit. ole of diplomatic immunity, when taking
rights violator like Pinochet

—

should be duly extradited for an appropriate trial,

and punishment.

new movement of
A olitical thinking,
etter known as the
Third Way, is on its rising tra-
jectory! It's neither the old left
nor the far right inclinations,
but a melange of both the ideals
albeit with a leftish tint. It's not
a sedentary academic
paradigm, but a still-undefined
ideological drift whose pre-
sum ru is the charismatic
Prime Minister Tony Blair
who, when campaigning for his
election, wished a Third Way
for the British politics. Since
then his “new” Labour Party
and the social democrats have
swept themselves to power in
most Western European capi-
tals that has attracted both the
politicians and the intellectu-
als to the pan-European center-
left potpourri. -

Through his writing and
speeches, Tony Blair has sent a
new conceptual message to the
audience on both sides of the
Atlantic, and his political vi-
sion may be stretching cut to
the rest of the world. Both
President Bill Clinton and Mrs.
Hilary Clinton have also artic-
ulated the need for an alterna-
tive model in the fast changing
world of politics, and along
with Tony Blair and the congre-

ation of political celebrities
they attended the recent Third
Way Conference held in New
York. Riding the crest of the
new medley of political
hilosophies, Social Democrat
eader Gerhard Schroder
brought an end to Chancellor
Kohl's 16-year old conservative
rule in the September 27 Ger-
man elections. A new center-
left coalition government is on
its way there, and the European
and the American press are
abuzz with the Third Wayism,
the perceived new doctrine of
European politics.

So far, the Third Way is a
loosely contrived alternative
ideology occupying the political
space somewhere between the
unfettered free markets and the
escalating welfare and social
justice driven by the state. One
could also visualize it as the
growing center-left mixture of
the “Old Left” and "New Right”
that is flexible, innovative, dy-
namic and ready to meet the
needs of the next millenium.
Third Way's intellectual
strength stems from the fact
that both the extreme left and
the aggressive conservatism

by M Rashiduzzaman

Based on the available dmenmn? the Third Way mncéptuni&atiun offers a creative mode of socio-
economic relations, which may be the guiding principles of the future economy. Among the constructive ideas

are the concepts of social

capital that encourage "participatory citizenship and mutual respect” as the
__Mliﬂl of economic affairs.

have lost touch with the reality.
It also has a Hegelian dialecti-
cal semblance with a thesis

(right) and counter thesis (lef

mer?‘ng into a synthesis (Thir
Way) combining the elements of
the two sets of political beliefs,
but, so far, none has treated it
as the "end of history"!

The Ronald Reagan presi-
dency in America symbolized
the first rigzht wing ideological
shift that took the European
(also some non-European)
democracies by a storm when
the left-oriented governments
fell like the dominos, and more
conservative and center-right
regimes replaced them. Now af-
ter a decade plus old conserva-
uve rule, the political pendu-
lum is swinging to the opposite
direction. With nearly 41 per
cent of the popular votes, the
Social Democrats have become
the single largest party in Ger-
many although just shy of an
absolute majority. The leftward
tilt in the forthcoming German
government is clear although
its ultimate configuration is
still unclear. Schroder is an ex-
Marxist but his twin-track pol-
icy is intended to give some-
thing to every one, from the
workers to the industry bosses!
He promised the working class
what it wanted, but he also
talked about tax-break for the
middle class. Most of his sup-
porters don't expect him to cut
Germany's generous unems-
ployment benefits, attractive
pension, assured vacation, and
child care and health benefits.
Those are evidently contradic-
tory goals when the German
economy is facing numerous
problems resulting from the na-
tional reunification, a global
recession and the rising unem-
ployment. .

Already the leftists are cele-
brating that the center-left par-
ties are now the dominant ac-
tors in Britain, France and
Germany, three prominent
Western European countries. Is
it a sheer coincidence that the
left-leaning parties are on the
rise in Europe? As of this writ-
ing, only two countries (Spain
and Ireﬁand} of the European

‘Union (15 countries) are led by

the conservatives. If that is a

litical indicator, the center-
eft coalitions will rule most
European countries for the next
30 years or so, according to
some observers. However, it is
doubtful if those new center-left
governments will act like the
old time left-wingers; they may
be no more than a pragmatic
brand of social justice support-
ers committed to reform and
willing to innovate. Except
Britain, Greece, and Portugal.
most of the European countries
have coalition governments,
and their pluralistic gover-
nance will make it difficult for
the radicals to have their way.
The pro-environment Green
Party is a partner of the coali-
tion headed Schroder, and
its leader Joschka Fischer has
been tipped as the new foreign
minister of Germany. His rise
to the government from his
chest-thumping activism will
be a testimony to the metamor-
phosis of the Green Party that
earlier preferred creating public
awareness rather than working
for the government.

Even if the Third Way
movement is not a surge, there
is enough to indicate a yearning
for alternative political ideas
capable of dealing with the new
social and economic chal-
lenges. Since the end of World
War I, the old lefts vs. right po-
litical parties have lost their
classical significance. From
their respective ideological
poles, the Western political
parties have moved more to the
centre and appealed to all dif-
ferent groups including the
business leaders, working
ple, women, white-collar as
well as blue-collar workers.
Whether it was the British
Labour or the German Social
Democrats, the rigidly ideologi-
cal leaders did not inspire the
middle of the road citizens.
Tony Blair converted the demo-
cratic socialists of his Labour
Party into an all embracin
"catchall” platform. The Soci
Democrats in Germany seem to
have followed the suit, and both

Serbia Sees Sense

by Robin Cook

had won the elections, and re-
turned to after a long hia-
tus. *Such unmistakable gains
have given the Third Wayers an
unprecedented clout as the po-
litical winners.

Based on the available dis-
cernment, the Third Way con-
ceptualization offers a creative
mode of socio-economic rela-
tions, which may be the guiding
principles of the future econ-
omy. Among the constructive
ideas are the concepts of social
capital that encourage "partici-
patory citizenship and mutual
respect” as the dynamics of eco-
nomic affairs. At the core of
this principle is the mutuall
re tful and mutually bcnc[{
cial dialogue between the em-
ﬂ:}}rcru and employees in the

owledge-driven industries of
the future. The unifying
nale of such a trusting relation-
ship and constructive partner-
ship that attracted Tony Blair's
Labour Party is yet to be fully

transfo in the real eco-
nomic world. Free trade and

globalization are the hallmark
of the Third Way protagonists.
Both in the United States and
the U.K., the Third Way believ-
ers wanted to invest more in
human resource development.
Good schooling and job train-
ing will redistribute wealth and
prosperity better than the goy-
ernment dole, they insisted.

In the wake of the flourish-
ing Third Way thinking, do we
perceive a failure of the previ-
ous conservative, liberal and
radical beliefs? Not entirely so,
but partly so! Human ingenuity
has wn no bounds in science
and technology, but in political
ideals, beliefs, and insti-
tutional arrangement, nothing
is absolutely [resh. Since the
end of World War II, we have
seen several cycles of socio-po-
litical ideologies going up and
down in the non-communist
countries. The Communist ide-
ologies themselves broke down
in most Marxist states; really,
many presumed that the Third
Way approach was the nﬂ'u?)ring
of the collapsed socialism.
From 1945 to mid 1970's we
saw a liberal social democratic

ratio-

President Milosevic is a master of brinkmanship. He has tried to play a game of cat and mouse with the in-

ternctional community. But he has lost. His policy in Kosovo will now be under strict international scrutiny.

N the early hours of October
13 morning, NATO issued an
activation order for air

" strikes on Serbian military

targets. RAF Harriers had
deployed to south-eastern Italy;
American B-52s were ready to
fly from the UK.

President Milosevic was left
in no doubt that he could nego-
tiate a solution now, or he could
see his armed forces crippled by
air strikes and then negotiate.

Richard Holbrooke, the
American special envoy to
Kosovo, had asked for a 96-hour
delay on NATO's action, so that
he could have one last try to
make President Milosevic see
sense with the full backing of
NATO's military might behind
him.

In the end. he needed less
than 12 hours to finalise the
deal.

President Milosevic has
agreed to comply with UN Secu-
rity Council resolution 1199,
This was the key demand of the
six-nation Contact Group. It
means a ceasefire, the with-
drawal of heavy weapons and
the return of Serbian security
forces to where they were before

March.

It means full cooperation
with the international war
crimes tribunal, so that those
who have committed atrocities
are brought to justice. It means
a commitment to a genuine po-
litical process to sort out the
dispute at the heart of the con-
flict.

Most urgently of all, it
means that we can stop the hu-
manitarian crisis in Kosovo
turning into a humanitarian
catastrophe. Over a quarter of a
million Kosovans have fled
their homes and villages. Tens
of thousands are living in the
forests, without proper shelter,
food or medicine. As winter sets
in, their plight becomes desper-
ate. In the late 20th century, it
would be an indictment of us all
if we let these people die.

Milosevic has agreed to let
the disaster relief agencies like
the UN High Commission for
Refugees and the Red Cross get
on with their work unimpeded.

There are risks to the deal.
We know all too well that Presi-
dent Milosevic is capable of
agreeing one thing and doing
another. Even as he tried to give

the appearance of . compliance.
during the pa
troops were committing atroci-
ties. If the agreement is to stick,
it needs to be properly verified.

That is why we have agreed that
up to 2,000 international veri-
fiers will be sent to Kosovo.

They will be checking compli-
ance in every corner of Kosovo,

assisted by NATO reconnais-
sance flights overhead. They
will guarantee transparency —
the most basic requirement for
building peace.

The observers will not be
armed. They are not there to en-
force the agreement. They are
there to verify that its terms are
being complied with. They will
have the weight of the interna-
tional community behind
them. NATO's unity and resolve
is a warning to Milosevic not to
obstruct or harm them.

But President Milosevic's’
commitment to the agreement
is only as strong as the force
which persuaded him to sign up
to it. We are under no illusions
that this marks the end of his
ambitions to impose total con-
trol over the Kosovans. He
knows that NATO will act if the

t few weeks, ‘his *
iy atiant -t “master-of Brinkmanship ' He

brutality and repression retyrn
v + Président {Milosevic® is a

has tried to play a game of cat
and mouse with the interna-
tional community. But he has
lost. His policy in Kosovo will
now be under strict interna-
tional scrutiny. We are not
taking him at his word. Only
actions — fully verified — will
satisfy us. Having got so close to
air strikes — even to the point of
issuing the order — some will
think that nothing short of an
effective military operation
should count as a success. But
the aim of our policy was not to
end up using force. Our goal was
to avert humanitarian catas-
trophe, and to end the Serbian
repression in Kosovo. To
achieve that, it needed deter-
mined diplomacy backed up by
the credible threat of force.
Britain played a leading part in
getting the agreement. Britain
will now play a leading part in
turning the agreement into a
reality on the ground.

The author is the British
Foreign Secretary

Courtesy: The Guardian
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upsurge mo through West-
ern Europe and North America
that also touched several devel-
countries. Starting in the
later half of the 1970's, there
was a conservative revivalism
that goaded the political and
economic life more to the right
and center t. The conserva-
tive appeal of less government
and less tax accompanied by a
reduction of services slowly
backfired, and lost its zeal in
the 1990's. Moreover, a tide of
moral righteousness neglecting
the questions of modern gover-
nance has overwhelmed the
American conservatives. Peo-
ple now e t the government
to do even more but with fewer
taxes; in recent years the con-
servatives have come forward
with few new ideas beyond their
hackneyed free market postu-
lations. The Third Way ideas
may also be delineated as a new
cycle of thought that has
spawned around us over the
years, but its basic tenets can be
traced back to the British Lib-
eral reformists at the turn of
the century.
The Third Way is indeed a
many splendoured imagina-
tion; the European Socialists
and the American Democrats
are not monolithic in what they
want and the means they want
to employ to achieve those
oals. Tony Blair calls it the
d Way, but his counterpart
in France (Jospin) still prefers
to describe it as the old-fash-
ioned democratic socialism,
and Schroder in Germany bea-
cons it as the New Center, In Eu-
rope, some political leaders in-
cluding Schroeder used it to at-
tract the unemployed young
men and women. Conservative
free marketers themselves real-
ized their need to be kinder and
entler, as George Bush put it
uring his first presidential
camp . The tenor of the
litical debates in the West has
changed, and the leaders and
groups that express more social
concerns inspire greater public
attention.
Although the politicians and
the intellectuals have been
wrestling with the Third Way,

The Third Wayism: A New Movement of Political Thought?

and its advocates are relish ing
their recent triumphs, the New
Centrist or the New Middle as
Schroder calls it. has its set-
backs, and skeptics. At least

Bill Clinton's politiecal “ﬂl:
ed Tony

and success

to recondition his own Labour
Party, but the Monica Lewinsky
i president, concep-
tualization of the centrist polit-
ical a is not his priority
now. President Clinton’'s aide
Sidney Blumenthal is known to
be an advocate of the Third Way
ideals, but with a sex scandal
and an impeachment hearing
h over the White House,
the European paradigm shift
will not make much headway in
America. So far, the American
intellectual establishments

have not shown any uutpourﬁ

of excitement about the Th

Way thinking. If the ubli-
arger

cans are returned in a
number in the November elec-
tion, Washington may be the
most conservative capital in
the Western world!

There are clear di ee-
ments between Prime Minister
Blair and Prime Minister
Jospin (France) about the social
democratic utopia offered b
the new paradigm. The Fren
government's sal to slash
the 40-hour week down to 35
hours will not be acceptable to
Tony Blair or Bill Clinton.
Schroder’s firebrand cohorts do
not acclaim his New Middle
ideals, and several Western
leaders expressed concern about
working with the Green P

artners of the Socia

emocrats. Holland's Prime
Minisier Wim Kok is only mod-
erately leftish, and he may not
agree with the new radical
neighbors.

Doubts and fear about the
Third Wayism as a genuine
philosophical construction
abound. Third Way's distinctive
themes are yet to bloom, it's
still uncertain if its innovative
concepts can be ational-
ized. Both Bill Clinton and
Tony Blair who nourished the
new social democratic ideology
are politicians, not logical
philosophers. Is it a genuinely

‘new thinking or a a _
old political gimmick to win
through the ballot boxes?

The author writes from
Glasshoro, New Jersey, USA
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“The $50 Million

LR

payers S50 million. My friend Volani says that is not

IT Is now estimated that the Starr investigation has cost tax-

chopped liver.

Volani said that there were so many thi

s you could buy

for $50 million — rather than spend it feeding a half-dozen

grand jury rooms. A

group of us were out fishing for smoked

salmon, and we pressed Volani as to what he would rather spend

S50 million on.

He said. "two tickets to a Celtics basketball game."

Torgenson said, "I'd rather use the money to have lunch at
the Four Seasons restaurant in New York."

Bergstrom was more
suit for S50 million and
shoes.”

ractical. "You can still get an Armani
ave money left over for a pair of Bally

I said, "If | had $50 million | would fly first class on Conti-

nental Airlines, something

I could never afford before.

Zion, who is the jokester of tht(tﬂ%mup. said, "I'd buy 850 mil-
ets.”

lion worth of Powerball lottery

ti

Stone said, "I'd use the money to hire a lawyer to defend my-

self against Linda Tripp."

Tirebiter, who was at the helm of the boat, said, "If | had $50
million, | would give it to my wife so she could afford to divorce

me."

The consensiis on the boat was that Starr required too much

monev to bring the coun
.ca Lewinsky to s

their money's worth.

to its knees. Even when he got Mon-
ign, the taxga}f:rs didn't see that th
If Starr

were get-
had gotten the goods on Clin-

ton for a land deal in Whitewater, no one would complain about

the bills.

But trying to

pin a crime on the president for what he did be-

hind closed doors of the White House is not worth more to the

taxpayers than $12.50.

By arrangement with the Los Angeles Times Syndicate and

UNB

| address.

The Man with
Her Heart

Sir, It was an absolute de-
light to read AMM Aabad's "The
an with Her Heart" in the DS,
18th October, 1998. Thanks to
the author for giving us some
immense reading pleasure after
a long, long time.

Joe D'Silva
Department of Zoology
University of Dhaka

The 'deadliest of
food'!

Sir, 1 am writing through
you to register my horror and
disgust at the tasteless adver-
tisement from Dettol which ap-
peared in your and other news-
papers on 8 October. A fish is
depicted as being the 'deadliest
food on Planet Earth'. As a
Britisher, eating, living and
working with Bangladeshis for
many years, | am most embar-

to see that a company
with British origin is the author
of such a stupid and insensitive
advertisement.

At a time when we are all
concerned about the level of
nutrition available for people
severely affected by the un-
precedented floods and their
aftermath, fish is an essential
source of animal protein as well

as invaluable vitamin rich fish

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

oil. Bengalis from both sides of
the international border are
experts at knowing if fish are
‘'stale’ or not, they never bu
fish blindly — they chec
meticulously.

If Dettol had expressed their
concern about the damaging ef-
fects of fertiliser and pesticide
on fishes that have been af-
fected by them, I would have
understood the relevance of a
campaign, but Dettol have seri-
ously ‘'missed the bus'. Malaria
and Dengue are caused by
mosquitos carrying the prob-
lems and certainly not by fish.
Bangladeshis know this, so who
on earth composed the advert?

Julian Francis
Dha.ka

Stop the universities

from bleeding

Sir, I congratulate Mr Abdul
Bayes for his article entitled
i Should Universities
Bleed" and Prof M Masum's
(Jahangirnagar University)
letter in the DS of 3 and 5 Octo-
ber, 1998, respectively. I con-

atulate the Vice-Chancellor

haka University, for address-
ing to the issue for the first

time.

| take the opportunity to add
a few more points in this re-
gard. The total budget of the
universities would show that on
average about less than 40

cent are spent for imparting ed-

ucation i.e. for pa sal of
the teachers and}?lhl}gthe Eﬂl-
lary stall and for providing
with the minimum facilities
needed for teaching as the li-
brary. laboratory etc. The stu-
dents do not pay even the cost of
the bulbs they use i ‘hc name
of hall residence fee. They get
water, electricity, gas free and
so they are more interested to
continue their stay in the resi-
dential halls as long as they can
manage.

The consequence is obvious,
namely, session jam, involve-
ment in unhealthy politics etc.
Our universities keep a huge
administrative staftf, which
means unnecessary cost for
their salary. In any university
in the western countries, a
small administrative staff does
the job very efficiently. At last
little money is left for impart-
ing the EDUCATION for which
the universities are established.

I conclusion, I would say
that modern education which is
supposed to mould, build and
the change the fate of a nation,
is not cheap. So the nation must
find the ways to stop the uni-
versities from bleeding.

Prof Dr Kh M Mannan
Dhaka University

BBC and CNN should
be resumed

Sir, Mr O H Kabir's letter re-
questing to resume telecasting
of BBC andCNNﬁ ammes in
view of great public demand was
published in DS on October 7,
98. After the BTV suddenly
stopped t:luasunweu pro-
grammes, viewers ame dis-
satisfied and many letters were
published in different newspa-

ressing grievances and
ﬁ:- to tclg.‘:illt BBC and

CNN programmes, but it seems
that all was in vain — the gov-
ernment remained indifferent
to people’s pleas.

It is very puzzling why the
authority decided to stop tele-
casting of these programmes. Is
it because it was started in the
BNP regime?

By stﬂppin‘_ﬁ BBC and CNN
programmes the authority has
done a grave mistake because
every time %eople miss it they
remember the past days when
they were able to watch these

programmes. So it would be.

wise to resume telecasting of
these programmes immedi-
“ately.

Nur Jahan -
East Nasirabad, Chilttagung*

Atrocities on women

Sir, There has, of late, been a
very sharp increase in atroci-
ties on women and children in-
cluding minor girls.

No society can claim to be a
civilised one with such things
%?ing on almost unchallenged.

e are aware of some cases be-
ing filed by the police. some lo-
cal adjudication etc., but has
any of these deterred the inci-
dence of the crime? In fact, we
noticed an increase of it as re-
ported in newspapers.

In addition to rape, the
other reason has been demand
for dovn?r which has led to hun-
dreds of death during the last
one year or so in the country.
How many punishments for
such crimes have been an-
nounced is another sad story —
virtually none, compared to the
number, nature and gravity of
the crime. Have our law and or-
der and the judicial system to-
tally failed? Who will answer?

ed to all these is the JU

crime — rape and harassment of

female students by their fellow
students have now come to be
known. We wonder how many
such offences have so far been
concealed and suppressed here
and there and elsewhere in the
country! Can we call ourselves a
society with a grain of respect,
honour and prestige?

Its high time these questions
are asked and answered and
steps taken to ensure that there
exists a government.

F Ahmed
9 Bank Bhavan
Minto Road, Dhaka.

Telephone famine

Sir, Why the telephone sec-
tor is lagging behind all the
other sectors? This has become
a slow development area
(deliberately?), in the sense that
the incremental increase
through micro projects for new
connections simply cannot
keep pace with the rising de-
mand. Moreover, the gap is
widening, as more subscribers
would apply once the capital
and recurring nditures on
renting a line is reduced with
wider service facilities.

Both the BTTB and the Min-
istry are guite silent about the
delays in fast progress, high-
lighted by the indifference in
meeting the press more fre-
quently, to respond to the public
queries which are better ar-
ticulated by the press reporters.

The mum:gmly service
providers (BTTB) are also not
very uptodate in their latest of-
ferings. The copper line phone
is still being offered, instead of
the cheaper and more reliable
wireless fixed sets (not mobile
or roaming). The pros and cons

are not being discussed in sem-
inars (we have excessive semi-
nars on other topics).

The former installations are
subject to severe human prob-
lems (maintenance of overhead
and underground lines, rent-
seeking devices; as also natural
causes as floods). The BTTB
carried out more than one for-
eign consultancy survey, but the
recommendations are not corm-
ing out of the files.

Why the BTTB cannot be
tammed, if that is the hidden

yroblem, when the ministry is
\eaded by a powerful minister?
It is not possible for the Prime
Minister to intervene in every
issue to get things moving in
this bogged land, where the nat-
ural flow of the rivers are also
impeded for mysterious reasons
(FAP?).

Transparency is badly miss-
ing in the telecoms sector. The
private investors are eager and
ready to queue up to develop
this sector, but the go ahead
signal is being withheld for one
reason or another. It is not the
shortage of funds in the public
exchequer, because private in-
vestment in tie-ups will over-
flow (as it has done in the cellu-
lar mobile sector, but the nfer-
ation service is poor due to lack
of technical infrastructure in
the BTTB). The BTTB human
and technical systems have to
be overhauled and modernised.

The rate of progress is so
dismal that it would take a
decade to get a phone connec-
tion on demand. The official
policy has to be market-ori-
ented and suited to the demand
curve. The current and past de-
lays cannot be explained satis-
factorily to the public.

A Zabr
Dhaka



