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‘Uncle’ Bergom: set for |
- 500th appearance

ROME, Oct 14
(Reuters/ Inter-
net); Inter Milan
defender Gi
Bergomi  will
reach another
milestone in a | and success-
ful career with Inter Milan
when he makes his 500th league
appearance against Lazio at the
San Siro on Sunday.

Bergomi, known to fans
thmug out Italy as "Zio" or
"Uncle”, has been an ever pre-
sent in the Italian Fam: since
he was drafted into Italy's 1982
World Cup final winning side as
a raw 18-year-old. -

Bergomi, in his 19th season
as a professional, is currently
sixth in the all time records for
Serie A league appearance.

Italian national coach Dino
Zoff heads the list with 570

es.

In a period when soccer has
been turned upside down by
massive injections of television
cash and by the post-Bosman
freedom of player movement,
"Uncle” Bergomi has swum.
against the tide, spending his
entire professional career at In-
ter Milan.

It is arguable that had
Bergomi accepted offers to move
he might have won more with
other clubs. His 19 seasons with
Inter have yielded just one Ital-
ian title, three UEFA Cups and
one Italian Cup.

Bergomi's relative freedom
from injury guaranteed him an

automatic first choice place at
Inter for most of his career.

Last season the arrival of .

new coach GiFi ‘Simoni
gmmpted speculation that

ergomi was at the end of the
road. But he regained his best

" BERGOMI

form, playing a vital part in a
successful season, which saw
Inter finish second in Serie A
and win the UEFA Cup.

His outstanding ?urm wor
recognition from Italian World
Cup coach Cesare Maldini who

called him into his squad for
France '98.

It marked a remarkable in-
ternational comeback for
Bergomi who had last played
for Italy in a friendly against
Denmark in 1991.

He replaced injured Lazio de-
fender Alessandro Nesta after
just four minutes of Italy's first
round game against Austria.

Bergomi remained in the
team for both of Italy's next two
games, their second round win
over Norway and their quarter-
final defeat by France, taking
his number of caps to 81.

Looking back over his lo
career, Bergomi admitted tha
the biggest thrill was his Serie

A debut as a 17-year-old in a 2-1
win over Como at the San Siro
in February 1981.

"l came on after half an hour
as a substitute for Gabriele Ori-

ali, it's something you never

fmﬁ"'"
8 worst moment in an In-
ter shirt?
5 ';I‘hat cn:lllm in thé Milan
er ame (Inter v AC Mil
in MgrEh 1985.," he said. )
"Five minutes from the end
of the match I got a pass back to
the 'keeper wrong and they
scored to equalise.,
"If there had been a big hole
in the pitch I would have

jumecd right into it".
ergomi is unlikely to be

looking for holes to jump into
at the San Siro on Sunday

night.

MILAN, Oct 14
(AFP): Juventus'
struggling star
Zinedine Zidane
sent the home
fans a m on
Tuesday if you think
Alessandro Del Piero is back to
his best, just watch me.

Juventus have been strug-
gling in the Serie A and the Eu-
ropean Champions' League be-
' " Del Piero and Zidane's
poor form. .

But with Del Piero acnﬂ%
both goals in Italy’s Euro 20
qualifier win over Switzerland
last weekend, the Frenchman
believes it's ti:ne for his own
problems to come to an end.

In the four Serie A matches
so far, he has turned in two
dismal performances rated five
out of ten by critics, missed one
through injury and limped oft
after 24 minutes in other.

"I'm happy for Alessandro
because he's going through
a very difficult time,” Zidane

told the Italian press. "I've

heard that they were great,,

goals. = | _

"I'm sure that he will be do-
ing great things again for Ju-
ventus, but now that he's made a
comeback in fine style, I want
to do the same.

vows to deliver

"I know full well that 1
haven't done much for Juventus
since the start of the season,
and let's not even talk about the
last game against Piacenza, it
wasn't 'Zi-Zou' playing, or even
his shadow,

ZINEDINE ZIDANE
"Perhaps someone called
Hector Zidane, 1 don't know ...
it's not something I'm happy
about, but I'm happy about, but

I'm not discouraged by it either.
I'm working hard and the Zi-
dane of a few months ago will
soon be back for all to see."

The French World Cup hero
believes the first step has al-
ready been taken in last week-
end's 3-2 win over Russia.

" wasn't at 100 per cent, and
not even at 70 per cent, but I did
some interesting things and I
enju&red myself,” he said. "I suf-
fered a lot physically as well.
but that's only because I'm be-
hind in my preparation.”

Zidane is now training with
the rest of the French squad for
today's Euro 2000 qualifier
against Andorra.

They play in the St Denis
stadium where France lifted
soccer's most coveted trophy on
July 12 after Zidane tloored
Brazil with two first-half
goals."

"] cJI1|.1..-=;1: need to get back to my
World Cup form as soon as pos-
sible.

"Playing for France is some-
thing I enjoy and its important
to me, but I dan't need to put on
a blue shirt to start imprmrinﬁ
... it's the daily training wit
Juventus that counts.

80,000 fans are going to be

there today, and it's going to be
a great night."

A 1;est for

41 WASHINGTON,
l Oct 14: Brazil's

exhibition game
" at RFK staadium on

Wednesday car-
b ries about one th-
ousandth of the tude of
their World Cup final match in
Paris three months ago, reports
AP.

That doesn't matter, says

new coach Wanderley Luxem-
burgo.
"Being the Brazilians, we al-
ways have to win," Luxemburgo
said. "That's the obligation,
whether it is in Washington or
another country.”

Brazil lost the Cup final in a
stunning 3-0 upset to France, a
second-place finish that would
be hailed as major success in
any other country, but was a na-
tional sporting disaster to a na-
tion that takes its soccer seri-
ously and has four World Cup ti-
tics to prove it. |

Brazil's new boys

"That second place would be
a super result for many people.”
said Cafu, the team's new cap-
tain. "No one expected France to
win. They did win. In my feel-
ing, we have to win no matter
who we play.”

Cafu, Denilson and Rivaldo
are the only three players from
the World Cup squad who will
play in Wednesday's game
against Ecuador. Organizers
would like to have had Cup star
Ronaldo in the lineup, but the
22-year-old striker has been
bothered by knee injuries and
has played just twice for his
Italian club, Internazionale of
Milan. Luxemburgo said he
hasn't spoken to naldo di-
rectly and was becoming con-
cerned about the player's
health.

Otherwise, Luxemburgo is
tx}-inﬁ to put France ‘98 firmly
in the past by looking at

romising talents such as Fe-
ipe and Marcelinho Carioca

with an eye on the 2002 tour-
nament in Japan and South Ko-
rea. His first game in charge
was a 1-1 draw with Yugoslavia
in Brazil last month.

"It's a game for us to analyze
our players," said Luxemburgo,
who took over after Mario Za-
ﬁalln and his entire staff were

red following the World Cup.
Some veterans he left home, he
said, "don’t have to be tested be-
cause they have been tested
previously."”

It makes for an unusual role
for someone like 21-year-old
Denilson, who looks at all the
Ynungstera and suddenly feels
ike a seasoned veteran.

"We try to give them a lot of
attention, because when I came
here for the first time, 1 was
well received." said the striker,
who has five goals in 21 inter-
national appearances. "I play
with personality and with joy,
and I know that my teammates
believe in my work."
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Bidding: None vulnerable

South West
| Heart Pass
3 Diamonds Pass
4 Diamonds Pass
Pass Pass

THE PLAY

West dutifully led the J of Hearts as he rightly thought that partner must

A K Sayeedul Huq
EAST'S DOUBLE ASKS FOR AN UNUSUAL LEAD
(Hand # 120)

North

4S AKQ108
West — |eH:32 East
AS 092 $o-as A4S 176543
YH J10 965 R ERQN 1 | #H None
¢D 862 i $D: 109
$C: 372 South (D) & C:A10953
p——— # 5 - None

wH AKQB74

¢$D AKJTS

& C: B6

South opened | Heart with a powerful two suiter hand. North showed a
good Spade suit. When South rebid Diamond after a jump in the second
round, North went to 6 Diamonds, holding three-carder Queen, East
doubled which was interpreted by partner as asking for an unusual lead.
Definitely, he did not need partner to lead a Club which would have been
normal, anyway since the opponents have bid three other suits. After East
doubled, North should have been alerted about an unusual distribution of
opponents’ cards, as normally good players did not double slams
| voluntarily reached. North should have shifted to 6 No Trumps as he was
holding a solid Spade suit and K Q of Clubs.

North East

| Spade Pass

3 Spades Pass

6 Diamonds Double
Pass

be void in the suit. He himself was holding five of them: Anyway, from
J 10 9 holding, the lead was harmless. The proceeding thereafter was
short. East ruffed the Heart Jack and cashed the Ace of Clubs for down

one. Six No Trumps were cold.

Dahlin set
to play for
Hamburg

BLACKBURN, England, Oct
14 (Reuters/ Internet): Black-
burn Rovers' Swedish striker
Martin Dahlin is set to join
German first division side
Hamburg SV on loan until the
end of the season.

The 30-year-old Dahlin is
unhappy at the premier league
club after being
fourth choice striker since the
signing of Kevin Davies in the
sumimer.

Blackburn chief executive
John Williams said on Wednes-
day: "We are in discussions with
Hamburg over Martin Dahlin

oing out on loan but nothing
as finalised."

Dahlin joined Blackburn
from AS Roma in a two million

s (83.40 million) deal at

start of last season but has

failed to make the expected im-
pact in the E%lah I_Pame

Manager Roy Hodgson ad-
mitted he has known for some

weeks that Dahlin wanted a
move,

"When [ left him out of the -

team earlier this season and he
wasn't on the bench when all
four of my strikers were fit he
said to me he couldn't stay here
as the fourth striker," said
Hodgson.

"l said I wanted to keep him
here but he's a quality plam
and will not want to spend
final years of his career behind
two others."

Dahlin is no stranger to

German soccer after two Is
with Borussia Monc ad-
bach d which he scored 50
goals in 106 games.

Ghana

14mﬁ HEM, Ngthcrlands, ﬂ%t
. A young and inexperience
Ghana side held the star-stud-
ded Netherlands — who finished
fourth in this summer's soccer
World Cup — to a shock 0-0 draw
Tuesday in a friendly interna-
tional, reports AP.

The Dutch had most of the
play and the majority of the
chances but could not convert
on an evening when both Den-
nis Bergkamp of Arsenal and
Barcelona's Patrick Kluivert
looked out of sorts.

"Everything went wron
tonight," Dutch captain FranE
de Boer said.

Goalkeeper - Richard
Kingston was Eclhana‘a htjmru.

ming away a cate c
B:]rgkamp ir'T:r the 88th milfu?g
after the Arsenal striker had
been set free in a quick move

involving Clarence Seedorf and
Kluivert.

Bergkamp squandered an-
other golden chance in the 72nd
minute. The ball ricocheted to
him off Kluivert leaving him
free in front of goal, but
Bergkamp fired directly at
Ki ton.

e only other clear chance
of the second half fell to
Ghana's Peter Oforiquaye who

unced on a bad back pass by

Davids but sli as he
shot and sent the wide.

The® match, at Arnhem's
Gelredome stadium, was the
second for the Dutch under new
trainer Frank Rijkaard. The
Dutch are co-hosting the Euro
2000 ch;mpi:lt&;htpa with Bml:ll-

um and qu automatica
Ei:tr the ﬂnﬁs. s

The Dutch started strongly
and forced a string of corners in
the first 15 minutes but could
not turn the pressure into aléls;

Arsenal winger Marc r-
mais had three good chances
before the break.

He first came close in the 6th
minute when he cut inside from
the left flank and unleashed a
Euw:rful right-foot shot from

S yards (meters) that Kingston
palmed over the bar.

From the resulting corner
the ball again fell to rmars
and he again shot, but this time
the attempt slid just wide of
Kingston's right post.

‘Leave Gazza
alone’

LONDON, Oct 14 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Middlesborough man-
ager Bryan Robson said on

ednesday Paul Gascoigne
would be out of soccer for an
"indefinite period” and called
for him to be left alone to re-
cover from alcohol and stress
problems.

"We want to ask ple to let
Paul rebuild his life and foot-
ball career in privacy," he said
in a statement at the English
premier league club’s training

ground.

"We would like a situation
where no-one is trying to get
horrible little photos through
windows or standing in the
gates of hospitals and not giv-
ing him the privacy to try to re-
build what he wants in life.”
said Robson.

Robson, who was G e's
captain in the England team,
said he had spent all weekend
with the player in hospital.

He said Gascoigne had vol-
untarily entered a rehabilita-
tion clinic and would be there
for an indefinite period.

"Paul took it on himself with
my help to go into hospital and
take on treatment.” said Rob-
son. "A lot of people have been
talking about alcohol and alco-
hol is of it.

“But 1 think what people
have got to realise is that Paul
has had a lot of stresses, res-
sion and personal problems
which_he has found difficult to
cope with."

Gascoigne, who has recentl
divorced and suffered the deat
of a close friend after a drink-
ing session, went into the re-
habilitation clinic for treat-

ment at the weekend.

Dennis

e Du
Netherlands on October 13. The match ended 0-0.
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their friendly at Arnheim,

— AFP photo

LONDON, Oct 14:
A vast majority of
football = fans
would like to see
Glenn Hoddle
- sacked immedi
alely as the England manager,
according to a poll nrganiﬁby
British tabloi newspaper the
Sun, reports AFP,

No fewer than 71 per cent of

the newspaper's readers voted
for Hoddle tﬂpl:: axed.

The staggering result aug-
gests that supporters have fi-
nally lost faith in Hoddle fol-
lowing last Saturday's disap-
pointing goalless draw against
an inexperienced Bulgaria side
in a European Championships
qualifying match at Wembley.
Out of 7,500 fans who took
part in the poll, 5,288 callers

demanded that the [ormer
Chelsea boss get the sack with a

2,160 a man
who has only won two of his
last seven in charge.

Ttl;ﬁ FunLha]l Mlauciq.unn
are this week expected to give
Hoddle a 40 per cent pa I'IEE—
taking his salary to 350,000

unds annually despite Eng-
and's degperate start to the
Euro 2000 quallfy'lnf campaign
with only one point from two
games.

Talks over an improved con-

tract have not been knocked off
track [following the draw
against Bulgaria when thou-
sands of angry fans vented their
fury on the England manager
with Wembley echoing to cries
of "what a load of rubbish.”
"Yes. we are moving towards
successful talks and they will

Fans want Hoddle ousted

carry on after tonight's game,”
sald Graham Kelly, the football
association’'s chief executive,
The Sun, meanwhile. has
launched a cam for the re-
instatement of England's for-
mer coach Terry Venables.
Venables, currently in
charge at Crystal Palace,
walked away from the job after
guiding England to the brink of
the final of Euro '96, feelin
that the FA would fail to bac
him in the build-up to court
cases over his business deal-
ings.
En

and play their next
Euro 2 qunl}i'ﬂ

er away to
Luxembourg today knowing
that anyt other than a con-
vincing victory may signal the
end of not only Glenn Hoddle
but also some of his most
trusted players.

LAS VEGAS, Oct
14 (AP): Mike

son told psy-
chiatrists he was
very depressed the
second time he fo-
ught Evander Holyfield because
ol personal and financial prob-
lems and was feeling betrayed
by "people 1 would have died
for.”

A report by a team of psychi-
atrists who examined the for-
mer heavyweight champion
portrays him as lacking in self-
esteern and depressed to the
point that he has been taking
anti-depressant drugs in the
months following the Holyfield
fight.

However, the report says the
former hcav?lrweight boxing
champion is "lit to box again.”
The report was ordered by the
Nevada State Athletic Com-
mission as a requirement for
Tyson in his attempt to regain
his licence.

"l have no self-esteem, but
the biggest ego in the world,"
Tyson told the psychiatrists.

The report says Tyson felt
embarrassed and humiliated by
having to undergo five days of
psychological testing last
month before doctors in
Boston, and was concerned that

pguplc would think he was "psy-
cho.”

It also says he has problems
dealing with his status as a
celebrity.

relegated to

Kennedy Stadium ahead of Brazil's
1 Ecuador,

friendly against
— AP/UNB photo

"] don't want super stardom.”

Tyson said.
But it says Tyson is dee?ljr
remorseful for biting Holy-

field's ears and is highly moti-
vated not to repeat any such be-
haviour in the ring.

“We believe that the tisk of
such a re-offence is low.” the re-
port said.’ |

The report recommends that
Tyson undergo psychotherapy
and that his problems with de-
pression and self-esteem can be
treated without any further
medication.

It concludes salymg there
is no way to predict future be-
haviour, but the doctors believe
Tyson is fit to box again.

"It is the opinion of the eval-
uation team that Tyson is
mentally fit to return to h-nxinﬁ.
to comply with the rules an
regulations, and to do so with-
out repetition of June 28, 1997."
the report said.

"While we take note of the
impulsivity, emotional prob-
lems and cognitive problems
outlined above, it is our opinion
that none of these, alone or in
combination, render Tyson
mentally unfit in this regard.”

The report was released pub-
licly Tuesday and was given to
the panel, charged with licenc-
ing boxers in the western Amer-
ican state of Nevada, just min-
utes before a late Monday dead-
line.

A team of six doctors who

examined Tyson last month at
Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal wrote the report, which was
ordered b; the commission to

Boots on loan

MILAN, Oct 14 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Inter Milan defender
Salvatore Fresi has moved to
Serie A rivals Salernitana on
loan, Inter said on Wednesday.

The two clubs will decide at
the end of the season whether to
make the move permanent.

Fresi broke into the Inter
first team at the end of last sea-
son but has failed to hold his

place since the new season
started.

on 'fit to box again'

evaluate Tyson's application to
box again. The examiners in-
cluded a neuropsychologist,
psychiatrist, clinical psychol-
ogist, two neurologists and a
doctor-lawyer.

The commission will meet
Monday to determine whether
to relicence Tyson. If Tyson is
denied a licence, he will have to
wait another year to be able to
return to the ring.

Tyson's lawyer, Jim Jim-
merson, earlier described the

reports as positive and said
show that Tyson is mentally
and physically able to fight. He
acknowled ecfr though that they

contain things Tyson would
rather not be seen.

“It is a hard-hitting report,”
Jimmerson said. "There are
going to be things that talk
about his innermost thoughts
and innermost feelings."

Tyson issued a statement
saying he didn't want to release
the reports but that his main
goal is getting back into the
ring. |

On numerous occasions I
have apologised for my actions
in the ring vs Evander Holy-
field," Tyson said. "I am willing
to do whatever the Nevada Ath-
letic Commission wants me to
do in order to regain my licence
to fight.”

The commissioners asked
for the psychiatric reports after
a six-hour licencing hearing
decided nothing last month.

At issue at Monday's hearing
will not only be Tyson's psycho-
logical records, but questions
about a traffic altercation he
was involved in August 31..

"It will be a very interesting

hearing," predicted Marc Rat- *

ner, the commission's executive
director,

Jimmerson was upbeat
about the reports as he person-
ally delivered them to the
commission offices, despite
having spent the last two weeks
trying to keep them secret. .

"He is sound mentally, he is
sound physically, and he is
sound neurologically,” Jim-
merson said.

Police probe
on Atletico

MADRID, Oct 14: Spanish
anti-corruption police raided
the offices of Atletico Madrid at
the Vicente Calderon stadium
on Tuesday night, Spanish state
television said, reports Reuters.

It said the police were be-
lieved to be looking for docu-
ments detailing the relation-
ship between the Spanish First
Division club and the town
council of Marbella.

Atletico's controversial
president Jesus Gil has been the
mayor of the southern Spanish
holiday town on the Costa del
Sol for several years.

The town is close to
bankruptcy after running up
debts in the region of 220 mil-
lion US dollars and the regional
authorities in Andalusia have
refused Gil, a construction
tycoon, Pcrmisamn for any
more building development in
the town.

"The only document they
(the police) have found concern-
ing the relationship between
this club and the council of
Marbeila relates to sponsorship
by the council for publicity on
our shirts,” Atletico Madrid
said in a press release.

Atletico have had the name
of the town on the front of their
shirts for the last two seasons.

Gil has over the last year

| mooted various plans for

Atletico ' to become the first
Spanish club to float on a stock
exchange.

Bayern for
Short-listed

Bundesliga

MUNICH, Oct 14 (Reuters/
Internet): Bayern Munich want
the German first division to be
reduced from 18 to 16 teams to
give the top clubs more time to
prepare for their European
Champions' League matches,

“It would certainly help if we
had only 16 clubs,” Bayern vice-

resident Fritz Scherer said on
ednesday. !

Scherer said there should be
fewer German first division fix-
tures if the Champions' League
was to feature 32 clubs.

Last week UEFA, reacting to
plans by several leading Euro-
pean clubs, including Bayern, to
set up a breakaway Super
League, outlined proposals to
expand the Champions' League
to 32 clubs from next season.

"Such an evolution does not
threaten the existence of the
Bundesliga," Scherer said. "It
{Lt.che c}xFancled Charr;piuns'

ague) is not a proper league.
We will stay in the Eunde:lgir’ga.
What would the Bundesliga be
worth without Bayern and
Dortmund?”

Scherer said Bayern had
noted UEFA's proposals and
disa on one issue - the fact
that the European body would
continue to market television
rights,

"We don't want the television
rights to be marketed through
UEFA. We want to handle that
ourselves," he said.
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1 Palomino 41 Ultracon- 1 Tisthe 24 Back talk
poker servative season? 25 Praise in
5 Matter- 42 Candle 2 Entreaty verse 18 19 20
horn, e.g. bracket 3 Western 26 From
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