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Tears are not enough

Ali Akbar, whose two sons
were kidnapped one year ago,
has now been left homeless by

the of kidnappers, forcing
mmgt?:nﬁet with his two daugh-
ters

A resident of village Chailda
of Kapasia thana of Gazipur dis-
trict ired a gang of human traf-
fickers because he had peti-
tioned the home minister
seeking justice for his missin
sons, a sobbing Akbar tol
newsmen at the entrance of the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

His two sons are still miss-
ing. But Fatema and Raju, two
of the accused gang members
who were arrested following in-
structions from the home min-
ister, are out on bail. |

Akbar allleged that he and
his family members were forced
out of their village home under
Kapashia thana of Gazipur, four
days back. Prior to this, the

ang members ransacked his
guuse and also threatened his
life. .

Akbar filedsa case in con-
nection with the kidnapping of
his two sons at the Magistrate’s
court in Gazipur, identifying six
members of a traffickers’ gang,
accusing them of taking away
his sons.

On September 14. last year,
Akbar informed the home
minister of the members of
traffickers’ network and the
threats he and his family were
receiving to withdraw the case.

The next day, the home
minister instructed the Gazipur
DC to "personally investigate
and send report after taking
measures”.

The two were taken into
custody. They were soon re-
leased on bail and all hell
broke loose thereafter. They
swooped on the poor farmer
chasing him out of the village
only sparing his life with a
warning that he would not be
spared next time and that they
would also kidnap his daugh-
ters, Ali Akbar said.

Amartya Sen wins Nobel
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His best-known work, de-
tailed in his 1981 book "Poverty
and Famines: An Essay on En-
titlement and Deprivation,”
challenges the common view
that the shortage of food is the
most important explanation of
famine,

Looking at several catastro-
phes, Sen has shown that
"famines have octurred even
when the supply of food was not
significantly lower than during

revious years”" without
amines, the citation said,

Part of his explanation of
the 1974 Bangladesh famine is
that flooding throughout the
country significantly raised
food prices, while work oppor-
tunities for agricultural work-
ers declined. Due to these fac-
tors. the real incomes of agri-
cultural workers declined so
much that they were dispropor-
tionately stricken by starva-
tion.

His work undertakes hard
economic analysis and broader
ﬂuastinns about the best ways to

etermine whether poverty is
increasing or decreasing.

"Sen's research has practical
use in every collective decision-
making process,” said Robert
Eriksson, professor of sociology
at the University of Stockholm.
"He cares about the poorest in
society.” '

Sen's award highlights an
underappreciated area of study,
said Scott Brown, chief
economist at Raymond James
and Associates, an investment
firm in St Petersburg, Florida.

"Developmental economics
has never really gotten a whole

lot of attention in the academic
world, and certainly the magni-
tude of the problem and type ol
issues it deals with is obviously
very significant,” Brown said.

The prize was worth about
963.000 dollars at today's ex-
change rate.

It is the second year in a row
that the prize has gone to work

BNP calls hartal
at Naogaon today

NAOGAON, Oct 14: Local
BNP will observe a half-day
hartal in Naogaon town and
Raninagar thana tomorrow to
protest the arrest of Alamgir
Kabir MP, reports UNB.

The BNP lawmaker was ar-
rested yesterday from his resi-
dence in connection with three
criminal cases.

Local authorities also im-
posed Section 144 as Awami
League and BNP called for meet-
ing at Chourastharmor at the
same time this afternoon.

Earlier, several thousand ag-
itated people of Ranin , the
home constituency of the BNP
MP, gheraoed the TNO office
yesterday. No untoward inci-
dent was reported.

Processions were also
brought out in Naogaon town
tnd:ly to protest the arrest.

aogaon district BNP lead-
ers at a press conference accused
the government of initiating
false cases against Alamgir
Kabir. They threatened to an-
nounce greater movement after
tomorrow’s hartal.

Oil chiefs
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in the energy sector.”
e spokesman said that
this effort has the US Em-
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“Keep all you took. Just give my babies back and don’t
take my daughters too,” poor Akbar begs the kidnappers
who he says are human traffickers and getting bails like

an easy street.

—Star Photo By-Anisur Rahman

with a clear connection to day-
to-day lives, rather than to
highly theoretical work.

The Long-Term Capital de-
bacle inevitably tainted a prize
that many have criticised. It's
not clear whether the theories
of Merton and Scholes were
misagplled by the giant fund,
which catered to wealthy in-
vestors, or whether the theories
themselves were faulty.

This honour is the only No-
bel not established in the will of
Swedish industrialist Alfred
Nobel, who invented dynamite.
It was created in 1968 to mark
the tercentenary of Sweden's
central bank.

On Tuesday. Robert B Laugh-

" lin of Stanford University,

Horst L Stomer of Columbia
University and Daniel C Tsui of
Princeton University won the
Nobel Physics Prize for discov-
ering how electrons can change
behaviour and act more like
fluid than particles.

The Chemistry Prize went to
Walter Kohn of the University
of California at Santa Barbara
and John A Pople of Northwest-
ern University for developing
ways of analysing molecules in
chemical reactions.

On Monday., the Medicine
Prize was %:cn to three Ameri-
cans — Robert Furchgott, Louis
Ignarro and Ferid Murad — for

eir work on discovering prop-
erties of nitricoxide, a common
air pollutant but also a lifesaver
because of its capacity to dilate
blood vessels,

The literature prize was
awarded last week to Portuguese

novelist Jose Saramago.

The Peace Prize, the last in
this year's series, is to be an-
nounced Friday.

The prizes are presented on
December 10, the anniversary
of the death of Nobel.

Girl rescued while
being trafficked

to India

SATKHIRA, Oct 14: The BDR
rescued a girl from Laxmidari
village under Sadar thana
while she was being trafficked
to India and arrested two al-
leged women traffickers in this
connection yesterday, reports
BSS.

The BDR said, the jawans
rescued Khadiza Khatun, 17,
daughter of Tobibur Rahman of
village Deulia under Keshobpur
thana, from the village Laxmi-
dari under Sadar thana while
she was being trafficked to In-
dia by the two women traffick-
ers.
The alleged traffickers were
identified as Hamida Khatun,
28, of village Chaltetola under
Debhata thana and Chaina Be-
gum, 24, of village Jahanpur
under Keshabpur thana.

They were handed over to
Sadar thana police. A case was
filed with Sadar thana.

Depression
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within 44 kms of the depression
centre is about 40 kph, rising to
50 kph in gust or squalls.

Sea remain moderate.

Maritime ports of Chit-
tagong, Cox's Bazar and Mongla
have been advised to keep
hoisted distant warning signal
number Two.

All fishing boats and
trawlers over north Bay and
deep sea have been asked to
come close to the coast and pro-
ceed with caution.

DMP DC (East)

closed

By Staff Correspondent

The Deputy Commissioner
of Dhaka Metropelitan Police
(East), who was to provide secu-
rity during the FBCCI elections
today, was 'closed’ yesterday.

The decision to 'close’ the
DC, Mukhlesur Rahman, was
taken following a complaint
lodged against him By Ali
Ashraf MP, who is also chair-
man of the FBCCI Election
Board. official sources said last
night.

“The order probably was is-

- sued from the Prime Minister's

Office late yesterday afternoon,”
an official of the home
ministry told The Daily Star
without explaining.

Some top officials of DMP
also said that they had heard
about the incident but could not
confirm on what grounds the
DC (East) was closed.

They, however, said the DC
(West), Serajul Islam, has been
assigned additional responsi-
bilities of the DC (East) and
asked to ensure security during
the FBCCI elections.

"l had informed the higher
authorities about the misbe-
haviour of the DC and his fail-
ure to ensure security measures
for the FBCCI elections," Ali
Ashraf told this correspondent
over telephone last night.

A letter from the FBCCI sec-
retariat was sent to the DC
(East) on October 6 requesting
him to ensure security during
the FBCCI elections, he said.

Ashraf alleged, "when he
contacted the DC over tele-
phone, he not only denied hav-
ing received any such letter but

also behaved rudely."
A alrty game
letter bearing
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the name of MA
Quddus by courier service nar-
rating some "false” stories
about the personal life of MA
Rouf Chowdhury.

“Through the press | want to
inform each and every voter
that I have nothing to do with
the letter and it has no connec-
tion with me. It's a dirty game at
the last minute...,” he told jour-
nalists.

Demanding an inquiry into
the matter, %uddus said he
would launch a formal com-
plaint with the Election Board
seeking justice,

"I have no word to condemn
the letter. It's dirty, filthy... I
demand justice and an in-
quiry,” he said. "I deny any
such letter carrying my name, |
request the voters not to pay
heed to propaganda and ru-
mours. Cast your vote for the
person you feel eligible.”

Talking to The Daily Star
MA Rouf Chowdhury said he
also received several phone
calls from voters informing
him of the letter.

“I have noted with sadness
and concern that my opponents
can stoop so low and think so
vile in spreading malicious
propaganda.”

ey used name of a person
namely MA Quddus with voter
no 330 who upon being con-
tacted denied having any
knowledge of the dirty letter
under circulation.”

"Upon my request, he has
gone to the Press Club. In pres-
ence of the national press, he
agreed to openly declare that
the dirty paper with his name
and voter number is totally
false and fabricated.”

°I deplore such tactic and
call upon the voters to make
their judgement on the election
date,” he said. ’

joint-secretaries--

Sayeed rebuts
Khaleda Zia

State Minister for Informa-
tion Abu Sayeed yesterday
strongl rotested and con-
demned the "untrue, inconsis-
tent and impolite" remarks of
e Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia at
Tongi Tuesday, re BSS.

In a statement, he said, "the
lmﬂnﬁ in which Khaleda Zia
spoke Tuesday, has raised the
guestion about his mental bal-
ance," and added that "the coun-
trymen wonder why she be-
comes instable, frightened and
imbalanced whenever she has
to speak about the trial of the
killings like that of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and assassinations of four
leaders in the jail.”

The state minister said that
it is possible that Khaleda Zia is
not aware of the supreme sacri-
fice made by countless leaders
and workers of the Awami
League during the 23 years of

Pakistani rule for establishing
today's independent and
sovereign Bangladesh.

He said the entire nation had
fought the Liberation War unit-
edly under the leadership and
instructions of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

DU BCL unit

formed
By DU Correspondent

A nine-member executive
committee of the Dhaka Uni-
versity unit of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) was
formed yesterday, said a press
release.

Sajjad Hossain and AKM
Azim have been made president
and general secretary respec-
tively of the committee.

A 41-member full-fledged
committee would be formed
soon, said the newly elected
president Sajjad Hossain while
talking to the Daily Star last
night.

He said he would fight for in-
troducing a new trend in student
politics to face the challenge of
the 21st cen :

“"We sincerely want a terror-
ism-free university and I, with
the help of my activists and
leaders in the DU, will work to
that end ,” he said.

Other members of the com-
mittee are: Vice presidents-- Beg
Shaheed Jahan, Mostafizur
Rahman Biplob, and SHava;
Shubash
Ghose and Abu Toha. organis-
ing secretary, Delwar Hossain
and cultural secretary, Arifa
Rahman.

Sajjad Hossain was the or-
ganising secretary of the outgo-
ing DU unit committee of the
BCL.

Businessmen
observe strike
at Magura

MAGURA, Oct 14: Business-
men observed a 12-hour strike
here today protesting terrorist
activities in Notun Bazar area,
reports UNB.

Two businessmen Tandu, 22,
and Moktar, 24, owners of two
shops in Notun Bazar, were crit-
icaill) injured in a series of
clashes between two rival
groups of Nijnandu Ali and
Dowarpara areas over estab-
lishinﬁ supremacy in the bazar
and adjacent red light area.

Of the injured, Tandu was be-
ing treated at Sadar Hospital
but Moktar has been shifted to
Dhaka in critical condition.

All shops in the town re-
mained closed from 6 am to 6
pm.
Notun Bazar businessmen
held a demonstration in the
bazar and demanded immediate
steps to stop terrorism in the
area.

Additional police have been
deployed in the area as tense
situation is prevailing.

—

Dev plan to be taken up keeping
natural disasters in mind: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ernment is pla.rmir&g to prepare
and implement development
programmes in such a way so as
to cope with natural disasters,
reports UNB.

"For this, we are going to
prepare far-reaching pro-

ammes.” she said ile ad-

ressing the inaugural function
on International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction Day
'98 at Osmany Memorial Hall in
the morning.

The Disaster Management
and Relief Ministry organised
the function to mark the Inter-
national Natural Disaster Re-
duction Day with the theme:
Natural Disaster Prevention
and the Media.

This year's slogan is: Pre-

vention Begins with Informa-

tion.

State Minister for Disaster
Management Talukder Abdul
Khaleq, UNDP resident repre-
sentative David E Lockwood.
Disaster Management Secre-
tary Azad Ruhul Amin and Di-
rector General of the Disaster
Management Bureau Sirajuddin
Ahmed also addressed the
function.

The prime minister said
Bangladesh is prone to natural
disasters. Quite often heavy loss

of life and damages to propert
are incurred owing to natur
disasters like cyclone, tidal
surge, flood, river erosion,
drought and earthquake.

In order to avert such losses,
she said, it is n to make
the structural reforrn and de-
velopment on one hand, and
wide publicity about disaster on
the other.

With coordination of these
two, it is possible to reduce to a
great extent the loss and dam-
ages caused by disaster. Side by
side with the government ini-
tiatives, cooperation and all-
out efforts of the mass media is
of prime importance in this re-
gard, Hasina said.

"We've ensured allout and ef-
fective use of our mass media in
reducing the havoc caused by

natural disasters.”
About the far-reaching pro-

ammes, she stressed the need
or dredging of rivers and said
"dredging will be made to our
big rivers to reduce the proba-
bilities of flood as well as in-
creasing their navigability.”

It will be possible to set up
habitation and industries on
both sides of the rivers by fill-
ing in the low lands with the
soil available during the
dredging, she said.

e prime minister said the

ﬁmtmmcnt is also considering
ow the huge water could be
turned into resources and men-
tioned that the government had
taken initiative to construct the

Gan%]a barrage.

She also mentioned the gov-

ernment decision to construct

an embankment from Tongi to

Eemra “?lih the fuhj]:rclt:vr_-f of
eeping the city ol Dhaka iree

of frooging.

From now on, she said, the
roads and highways will be
constructed above the flood
level, and raised places and 'kil-
las’ will be built in the villages
for sheltering people and live-
stock during the floods.

The prime minister said the
role of Space Research and Re-
mote Sensing Organisation
(SPARRSO) and Meteorological
Department is also very impor-
tant in combating natural dis-
asters.

UNDP resident representa-
tives David E Lockwood said
Bangladesh's development
partners, including the UN sys-
tem, have already committed
extensive assistance in support
of the government's effort.

They are also ready to ad-
dress rehabilitation needs b
giving high priority to flood-
affected areas in their assis-
tance programmes, he said.

"hury
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Death of Bay fish: Probe
body begins work

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Oct 14: The
five-member committee formed
by the government to probe the
death of fish in the Bay of Ben-
gal particularly in Cox's Bazar
coast began its work today.

The committee headed by Ali
Azam Khan, Principal Scien-
tific Officer of the Marine Fish-
eries Survey and Management
Unit at Chittagong, will submit
report within 15 days,
sources said.

Talking to this correspon-
dent Ali Azam said that his
committee would identify the
causes of death of fish and the
area affected in the Bay.

There were press reports
earlier that fish were dying in
the Bay since October one al-

legedly due to dumping of rotten
unported rice from ships at the
deep sea.

AL wants to
reintroduce
one-party
rule: Khaleda

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia yesterday casl;i%ated the rul-
ing Awami League lor its alleged
plan to reintroduce one party
rule by eliminating BNP, re-
ports UNB. A

She protested the arrest of
BNP's education affairs secre-
tary Alamgir Kabir MP and de-
manded his immediate release.

In a statement, Begum Zia
alleged that Awami League has
failed to run the country for
more than two years.

The opposition leader de-
scribed tﬁe arrest of BNP MP
Alamgir Kabir as manifesta-
tion of the government's fascist
character.

She said, "I've no knowledge
about any precedence that a
member of parliament was ar-
rested in false case under a par-
liamentary democracy for his
uncompromising role in Par-
liament”.

She said Awami League
would not be able to retain
power by political repression as
they could not do it in the past.

aleda Zia said her party
would launch a greater move-
ment to oust the government.

Huge quantities of dead fish
were found floating in the Bay
near Cox's Bazar coast and
some samples were already col-
lected, Ali Azam said.

Port sources said dumping of
rotten foodgrains remained
suspended now alter the reports
of death of fish in the Bay. A
ship was detained after officials
suspected it of dumping rotten
rice, the sources said.

Officials of the Department
of Environment said that they
had received some samples of
dead fish and sent those to the
Atomic Energy Commission for
test.

Abducted girl
gangraped for
month
By Staff Correspondent

A teenaged girl, who was ab-"
ducted on August 28 from the
city's Azimpur area. was de-
tained at several houses in
Sayedabad area for about a
month and gangraped, police
said yesterday.

An uncle of the victim yes-
terday filed a case with Lalbagh
thana under the Women and
Children Repression Preven-
tion Act 1995, police added. The

irl has returned to her uncle's
ouse at Azimpur from where
she was abducted.

None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident.

According to police, the 16-
year-old girl used to live at her
uncle's house at Azimpur.
Khaleque, a neighbour, in col-
laboration with Rukhsana, a
maid of her uncle's house, ab-
ducted her on August 28 and
took her to a house at Syedabad.
Khaleque, along with his
friend, whose name was also
Khaleque, raped her there.
~ They confined her in differ-
ent houses in the area for about

a month and raped her repeat-
edly.

%he victim escaped when the
rapists took her to Sayedabad
bus terminal on September 25
to send her outside Dhaka, po-
lice said.

One killed while
making bombs
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 14: One person
was killed and two others were
injured in bomb blasts at
Sheikhpura village in Terok-
hada thana of the district last
night.

Police identified the dead as
Sujan, 25, while the injured
were identified as Jahangir
Sikder, 30, and Shehat Ali, 45.

Police said the incident oc-
curred when the bombs they
were allegedly making in a
house suddenly exploded. Both
hands of Suljl_an and Jahangir
were flown off.

Local people rushed them to
Khulna Medical College Hospi-
tal where Sujan succumbed to
his injuries.

When contacted, Terokhada

longed to an outlawed party
while another injured Shehat
Ali, 46, is the owner of the
house.

The injured are being treated
at KMCH under police guard.

Kidnapped
businessman
rescued

Police yesterday rescued a
kidnapped businessman from a
house in city's Jatrabari area,
reports BSS.

Police raided the house and
rescued Mohammad Shamsuz-
zaman alias Babul. Babul is a
businessman of Dogair area
and was kidnapped by a group
of miscreants in front of the re-

ional office of the Dhaka City

orporation on Tuesday after-
noon. The kidnappers took him
to Jatrabari and demanded Tk
50 lakh from his family mem-
bers as ransom.

lice said Sujan and Jahangir

President's help
sought to end
campus violence

A delegation of eminent citi-
zens called on President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Bangabha-
ban terday, reports ;

Hﬁnnajagmf Kabir Chowd-
led the 5-member delega-
tion, said a press release.

The members of the delega-
tion expressed concern at
deteriorating situation on the
university campuses and made
particular reference to the re-
cent incidents of harassment of
girl students at the Jahangirna-
gar University.

They said that these inci-
dents have shaken the trust of
the people in the entire educa-
tion system of the country.

Thc¥ expressed the view that
apart from any action by the
law enforcing agencies, the au-
thorities of the JU should have
taken str action under their
own disciplinary rules in dis-
charge of their proctorial du-
ties.

The %e]egatiun suggested
that the President as Chancel-
lor of the universities may call
a meeting of vice-chancellors of
universities so that appropriate
actions can be taken to restore
congenial atmosphere in the
educational institutions.

The President gave them a
patient hearing and appreciated
the suggestion for convening
the proposed meet of vice-
chancellors. He also observed
that leaders of the society, in-
cluding intellectuals, should
cooperate with the authorities
in building up strong social re-
sistance to such campus vio-
lence.

The members of the delega-
tion include Dr Zillur Rahman
Siddique, Dr Anisuzzaman, Dr
Sufia Ahmed and Dr Muzaffar
Ahmed.

Prof Nooruddin
new BUET VC

Prof Nooruddin Ahmed yes-
terday took over as new Vice-
Chancellor of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), reports
APB.

The government appointed
Prof Ahmed, senior-most
among BUET teachers, for a
four-year term under Section 11
(1) of the BUET Act 1969, replac-
ing VC Prof Igbal Mahmud, said
an official announcement yes-
terday.

Earlier on October 11, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, also
Chancellor of BUET, accepted
the resignation of Prof Mahmud
following his repeated request,
it said.

The government also ac-
cepted Prof Mahmud's decision
to return to his previous post of
Professor of Chemical Engi-
neering.

Truant teachers
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ers are on leave for research
purposes.

A good many of the teachers
including 14 from DU, six from
RU, eight from BAU, two from
BUET, three from CU and four
from JU are employed abroad,
UGC says in a report.

A total of 54 university
teachers -- 22 of DU, 14 of RU,
five of BAU, one of BUET, five of
CU. five of JU and one each of
IU and SUST -- have been out of
teaching on deputation to dif-
ferent organisations.

Participants at a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
demanded trial of the killing of
13 freedom fighter Army offi-
cers who were hanged on
September 23, 1981, after a 18-
day summary trial by Court
Martial.

They also demanded re-ex-
amination of the Court Mar-
tial's verdict.

An organisation named,
'23rd September Smriti
Sangsad' organised the discus-
sion meeting at the National
Museum auditorium, commem-
orating the d?f

The 13 officers were: Bri
Mohsin, Col Nowazesh, Col
Rashid, Lt Col Mahfuzur Rah-
man, Lt Col Delwar Hossain, Lt
Col Fazle Hossain, Major AZ
Giasuddin, Major Kazi Moinul
Haq, Major Rowshan, Major
Mujibur Rahman, Capt us
Sattar, Capt Jamil Haq and
Lieutenant qur R Khan. Be-
sides, a good many others in
uniform were given marching
orders and awarded imprison-
ments of various terms on
charges of mutiny.

: rg chltembcr Sm&ti
Sangsad' mainly comprises be-
reaved family m};mbeg of those
army officers. Nurjahan Del-
war, President of the Sangsad
chaired the discussion. -

Major (Rtd) ASM Shamsu
Arefin, a sub-sector comman-
der of Mukti Bahini, said that
there were 219 freedom fighter
officers in B desh Army af-
ter the War of Liberation. Of

'Trykillers

of 13 FF army officers'

By Staff Correspondent

them, 130 were "eliminated”
within a decade through various
F]uys, "Today, there are only 22
reedom fighter officers in
Bangladesh Army,” he said.

" Col. ([Rtd) Shawkat Ali, MP,
said that trial of the killings of
13 freedom fighter Army offi-
cers has to be taken up along
with the trial of other political
killings including those of Zia,
Manzur and Taher.

Advocate Gaziul Hagq
claimed that the verdict award-
ing capital punishment to 13
freedom fighters was prepared
when the process of trial was
still in progress.
Howlader, a staff of the
Supreme Court, typed the ver-
dict at his East Hajipara resi-
dence in Dhaka, dictated by an
advocate five days before the
trial was ended," he claimed.

MR Akhtar Mukul alleged
that Ershad tried to 'eliminate’
those who could be prospective
witness to the Zia killing case.
Mukul, known for his active
role in Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra, also claimed that in ev-
ery post '75 political turmoil,
Ershad was a 'common charac-
ter' and despite Zia's order, Er-
shad returned home from De-
radun, India, on August 24,
1975 and had meetings with po-
litical leadership.

Barrister Amir-ul Islam said
he wondered why Begum
Khaleda Zia and her party did
not demand trial of Zia killing.
“Willingﬁr or unwﬂlln%ly. are
they (BNP) taking a stand in

"One

support of the killers?" said Is-
lam.

Referring to trial of 13 free-
dom fighters in Court Martial,
Islam said, 4udgea could explore
the possibility of re-examining
the trial in Supreme Court.

Major General (retd) S M
Ibrahim, who was one of the
three officers who defended the
31 armi.r gcrsunnel who faced
trial in 1981, expressed his sur-
prise that the Supreme Court
could not take up for examina-
tion a Court Martial verdict.
"Three years back, Justice M H
Rahman gave a judgement, ac-
cording to which, it is very
much possible for the Supreme
Court to examine Court Mar-
tial's verdict."

He said, the Army Act needed
to be modernised. "Affairs of
Army should be discussed in
public for the sake of trans-
parency,” Ibrahim opined.

Prof Abdul Mannan Chowd-
hury of Jatiya Samannoi
Committee said, many freedom
fighters were annihilated in a
planned manner "as if they
were tried in Bangladesh for the
‘crime’ of breaking Pakistan."

Maj ([retd) Rezaul Karim
Reza, general secretary of the
"23rd September Smriti
Sangsad" who was given a 10-
K;:ar prison term by the Court

artial, also spoke at the dis-
cussion meeting.

Moon, daughter of Lt Col
Delwar, one of the 13 freedom
fighter officers, conducted the
discussion.
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