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lences to the bereaved families am;I

Meassage

: ~ the Government of Bangladesh. We
The International Day for Natural

have been particularly concerned

DISASTER- 1998

Khabiruddin Ahmed
Director (Planning), DMB
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Introduction :

Cyclone, accompanied by storm surges, is considered 1o be the most fatal disaster in
Bangladesh. The terrible cyclones of 1960, 1961, 1970, 1991, 1997 and 1998 bear tes-
timony to this fact. The pains of the floods of 1987 and 1988 were aimost healed up.
But this year's devastating flood broke all previous records and brought untold suffer-
ing for us. Considered from the point of its magnitude and duration, the flood-1998 will
go down in our history as most terrible and unprecedented in the present century. The
flood started in July 1998 and prolonged even up to the second half of September,
1998, This long period is a period of great ordeal for us. Never in our history flood pro-
longed so long and aggravated the sufferings of the people so much. it seemed it had
no end. Moreover there was incessant rainfall for days together. It rained and rained

- without any stoppage or break. All the major rivers of the country namely the Padma,

the Meghna, the Brahmaputra & the Jamuna flowed above the danger level and the
flow was alarmingly increasing every day. People felt helpless in the hand of nature.
The embankments and bands were threatened. The road link with the capital was dis-
rupted from all sides. The two-third of the country went under water. Dwelling houses,
buildings, educational institutions, food godowns, hospitals, post offices, jails and all
other establishments were washed away. Miles after miles there was no trace of land.
The meadows and paddy fields looked like a vast ocean. The roads & highways hav-
ing link with various parts of the country went under water. One could not distinguish
which was village, which was haor and which was road or highway. There was water

re and all around. People ran for shelter, leaving behind their houses and
valuables. Those who did not get shelters lived on embankment and high raised land
under the open sky. Some lived on the roofs of the houses along with livestocks. Men,
women and children swimmed through water to fetch drinking water, food, fuel and
medicine. Thus the flood dominated the whole scene, and people virtually became
captive.

Elaboration :

The People of Bangladesh have fought for their freedom and Independence in the
past. This time they had to fight against nature for their survival. Everyday flood water
was increasing, but the people did not easily give in to catastrophic fiood. They worked
shoulder to shoulder with army, gowt. officials, engineers and other experts to protect
road, band and embankment. In some cases their attempts proved futile because of
the devastating nature of the flood. But they succeeded in protecting the DND band
from the threat of Shitolokhya and Buriganga. There were hundred breaches in the
band and flood water started entering into the city. The people, assisted by army,
departmental engineers and volunteers put sand bags in the breaches and repaired
the band. Allah saved the Capital City from the colossal loss of life and property. The
whole Capital City would have been under water within 2/3 hours in case the DND
band would have collapsed. In the same way the Rajshahi Metropolitan city was saved
from inundation by the untiring efforts of Army, BDR, Engineers, volunteers and peo-
ple at large. Let me compare the flood-98 with some important floods in the past. The
comparison is shown below !

Table Important Flood events in Bangladesh

Year  Area affectec (Sg. Km) Percentage of Country  Type of flood
territory affected

1955 51,300 35 Severe
1963 44 000 30 High
1969 42,800 29.5 High
1970 43,750 31 High
1974 52,600 37 Catastrophic
1987 57,300 39 Catastrophic
1988 91, 500 62 Catastrophic
1989 1,00,000 68 Catastrophic

High flood inundates more than 25 percent of area.

Severe flood affects about 35 percent of area

Catastrophic flood affects more than 35 percent of area.

46.7 Million people were affected including 2329 deaths in 1988 flood.

32 5 Million people were affected including around 1000 deaths in 1998 flood.
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The above comparison shows that the flood-98 was most devastating, inundating and
affecting 68% of the area of the country although the number of deaths was much less
than the number of deaths in 1988 flood. This is due o preparedness and public
awareness. The Government thus deserves credit for handling the flood situation boid-

ly and effectively.
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Government is doing everything in its
limited capacity to provide relief to
those worst affected, often the poor-

ing high priority to flood affected
areas in their assistance pro-
rammes.

Disaster Reduction is being celebrat-
ed when Bangladesh has just sur-
vived yet another flood, the worst in
living memory. We mourn the loss of
over a thousand lives and, on behalf
of the UN System, extend our condo-

over the past weeks about the loss of
crops and concurrent loss of employ-
ment, combined with extensive dam-
age to infrastructure, and hope that
the rural e will soon recover,
and people will be able to retum to
work and feed themselves.The

I

est who have no means to support
themselves. Bangladesh's develop-
.ment partners, including the UN
System, have already committed
extensive assistance in support of the
Government's effort, and are ready to
address rehabilitation needs by giv-

ngladesh, as a nation, has shown
the world that it has developed the
capacity to cope with natural disas-
ters, and though there is still room for
improvement, today, we can com-
mend the people, the NGOs, the dis-
trict personnel and other local gov-
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Causes of flood-1998 :
The post mortem of flood-1998 is yet to be carried out. But from the
surotehal. we come to know the apparent causes of flood which gave
death-blow to our life, property and national economy. The origins of our
maijor rivers namely the Padma, the Jamuna & the Brahmapatra lie out-
side Bangladesh. From Meteorological Department, SPARRSO and news
media we learnt that this year there was heavy rainfall in Nepal, Assam,
Meghalaya, Bihar, West Bengal as well as in Bangladesn. Our rivers car-
ried that rain water from the huge caichment area outside Bangladesh.
The passage of flood water to the Bay of Bengal was delayed due to high
tide and also due to rise of sea level in the form of tsunamis as a result of
earthquake in the seabed on 9th and 10th August, although experts dis-
carded such view. It is also presumed that during the crisis period there
was repeated earthquake in the sea bed and this retarded the smooth
flow of flood water into the sea. Run-off from catchment area and oozing
out of underground water were also the possible causes of flood. The
rivers and canals in our country have lost their retaining capacity because
of lack of dredging for long. This is also one of the causes of flood-1998.
It is expected that experts from home and abroad will study the real caus-
es of flood-1998 in near future and make recommendations to goverm-
ment for remedial measures.

The Water Records :

The water of Buriganga and Shitolokhya was rapidly increasing day by
day. In 1988, the height of water in Shitolakhya was recorded 6.85 metre

while that of Buriganga was 7.58 metre.

mmushamnlnok:tﬂumﬁﬁmdﬂmﬁvamnmundnhakannimh
September, 1998.

River (Monitoring point) Danger Yesterdays Increase/ Above Forecast

level m: decrease before 24
(Metre) re) (cm) level hours
(cm)
Bu (Dhaka) 600 717 +13 117  +10
Shit a 550 691 +6 141+
(Narayangong)
Turag (Mirpur) 594 7.90 +16 196 +11
Turag {Tm%}_ 608 7.46 +10 138 +11
Kaligonga (Taraghat) 8.38 10.20 +2 182 -5

This year the maximum flow of water of the country was observed at
Hardinge Bridge point. On September 7, 1998 the height of water at
Hardinge bridge point was 15.6 metre. Earlier it was 15.4 metre on 24th
August, 1910. The height of water at Hardinge bridge point surpassed the
previous record of 1910 on 7th September last.

Flood-98 broke all previous records for its longest duration and devasta-
tion and as such the suftering of the people knew no bounds. Large scale
damage was done all over the country, The Emergency Operations
Centre (EOC) located at the Ministry of Disaster Management & Relief
has given the following statistics of damage .

Rate : 30-09-1998
1, Nos, of affected Distncts 2. Nos. of affected Thanas 3. Nos. of aftected Unions
52 366 3323
4 Nos. of affected People 5. Crop damage 6. Nos of houses damaged
3.09,16,351 (in acre) 98,0571
14,23,320
7 Nos. of deaths of persons & Nos. of deaths of Ivestock 9. DamagedRoad nK M
918 26,654 15927, |
10. Damaged band in KM. 11, Nos, of bridge / Culverts 12 Nos. of edutatlonal *
4,528 damaged nstitutions damaged
B89 1718
13, Nos. of shelters 14. Nos. of people Sheftered
2716 10,49,525

Government Efforts :

The Government was monitoring and observing flood situation from the
beginning of July, 1998. The Prime Minister held meeting of Council
Committee & reviewed flood situation from time to time. The Prime
Minister's Press Secretary gave press briefing on ficod regularly. The
State Minister in-charge of the Ministry of Disaster Management & Relief
presided over a number of meetings of IMDMCC (inter-Ministenial
Disaster Management Co-ordination Committee) which was attended Dy
Cabinet Secretary, Principal Secretary, Other Concerned Secretanes and
Heads of Departments. In such meetings held in July, experts from
Meteorological Department, SPARRSO & Water Development Board pre-
dicted that the country might experience severe flood this year. Such pre-
diction was based on their expenence, meteorological data and satellite
imagenes. Accordingly the State Minister in-charge of MDOMR asked all
concemed to be on alent and to take precautionary measures. Relief mea-
sures taken in cash and kind by the Government so far are given below :

Type of Relief materials  Quantity  Allotment made  Distributed by Stock in hand
al by MDMR DCs Districts H/Qrs
Rice M.Ton 559,374 52,051 7.350

Wheat MTon 1,375 577 274

Biscuit Tin 9530 8788 1342

Saree Pcs 1,48,016 1,51,107 19,655

Lungi Pcs 54 281 49815 10,811

Taka Taka 6,27 43,540/~ 5,08,52,320/

1,13,30,825/-

The report is based on the information received from the EOC located at
MDMR. Along with the relief work, the Government have launched mas-
sive rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. The Prime Minister
has appealed to the International organisations for heip. Accordingly,
Donor countries & Development agencies have come forward to help
Bangladesh to come out of this crisis. NGOs and various voluntary organ-
isations are also working hard to rehabilitate the flood affected people.
News media, specially-Bangladesh Television, Bangladesh Beter,
National Dailies, BSS, BBC & CNN have played significant role by high-
lighting the flood reports on top priority during the crisis period. We hope
we will be able 1o rebuild our economy by the grace of Aimighty.

emment officials, all the people, who came togehter to share infor-
mation, shelter, food and medical supplies to help each other
through the flood. Over the course of the last 25 years, Bangladesh
has developed a comprehensive system of disaster preparedness

which extends Information -
down to the Natural
union level Disaster
which  con- Prevention
tnbutes great- and the

to an effec- Media. *The
tive and equi- role of media
t abl e in effective
response disaster man-
reaching agement is
every corner undisputed. It
of the country. s extends from
Appropriately, ‘normal’ times
this years when infor-
theme is - mation on
"Prevention preparedness
begins  with can be dis-

seminated, through 'during' when warning and precautionary mes-
sages can be carried, to "post disaster" when measures to mitigate
the suffering can be made available. It has an important role in
rapming.nn the impact of a disaster, the actions being taken to
reduce the impact, and the weaknesses in the systems that are in
place for better disaster management. The ia, both print and
electronic, can form partnerships with government agencies and
NGOs to promote better disaster menagement measures. The
media has a role to play in disseminating information on what peo-
ple can do to protect themselves from disasters. It is critical that the
media, and other channels of information, government as well as
non-governmental, continue to disseminate to the public, through-
out year, information that will enhance their preparedness for
the inevitable return of floods and cyclones.
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