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A group of Mapuche Indians participate in a march
marking Columbus Day, carrying a map of South America
in which the territory belonging to their nation before
the arrival of the Spanish conquerors is highlighted, in

Santiago, Chile, Monday. AP/UNB photo

Torrential rains claim 22 in Kerala:
Torrential rains claimed at least 22 lives in Kerala in the last five

Tl e - R R,

days as the state witnessed one of the worst flood havoc in recent

times, PTI says from Thiruvananthapuram, India.
The unseasonal rains continued to cause heavy damage to

property and crops worth crores of rupees even as weathermen
preglcctcd no let up during the next two days.

Two non-tribals ]cidnaé)ped in Tripura:

Two non-tribals were kidnapped
Bandhua in south Tripura district
Tripura Bandh, called by rulin

militants from village
uring Monday's 24-hour
CPI-M and opposition Congress

and Bharatiya Janata Party, police said on Tuesday, PTI reports .

from Agartola.
The two Sanjit Sen and his younger brother Sushil Sen, were
abducted by militants of National Liberation Front of Tripura

(NLFT) at gun-point on Monday night, police said. The ultras also
torched two houses of the village.

DPRK national held in Japan:

Japanese police yesterday arrested a North Korean nafional for
exporting restricted diving equipment parts. which can be
converted to military use, to his home country, a spokesman said,
AFP reports from Tokyo.

Nobuo Lee, a 44-year-old executive at a Tokyo-based trading
company, was arrested on suspicion of illegally exporting
restricted products, a Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department
spokesman said. Police are also questioning another executive, 58-
year-old Kenichi Lee, in connection with the charge, while they
search the firm's office in Tokyo's downtown Shibuya district, he

ﬁrra Leone sentences 34 to death:

Brushing aside international calls for clemency, a military court
on Monday toridemned 34 offieers to death by ﬂring squad for,
taking part in a bloody coup that toppled Sierra Leone's president
last year, AP says from Free Town, Sierra Leone.

e 34 were found guilty of treason, murder and other crimes
committed by the junta, which held sway for 10 months until a
Nigerian-led West African intervention force restored President
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah to power in March.

Gas emission sickens 50 in India:
At least 50 persons were taken ill, three of them seriously, after
inhaling chlorine gas emitted by a paper mill at Amlai, about 30
km from Shahdol, PTI reports from Shahdol.

Police said some of the sick persons were taken to government
hospital at Dharampuri for treatment while others were admitted
to the Orient Paper Mills Hospital at Amlai. Meanwhile, workers
gheraoed the mill in protest against the emission of the poisonous

gas.
BlaSt H].IS 5 ill R‘]SSia= An explosion in a Saint

Petersburg shipyard on Monday killed at least five people, ITAR-
Tass news agency reported, AFP says from Moscow.

Rescuers continued their search for possible other victims at the
Admiral Teistvo Shipyard late Monday. Investigators said they

suspected a gas used in welding had caused the blast.

106,; ﬁ{&hﬂn reif’uuggees arrive in e: A

Afghan refugées, including 31 children, ved on
onday in Prague aboard an aircraft of Moldavian Airlines, Czech
television reported, AFP says from Prague. .

The refugees who had no identity papers, were unaware in what
country they had landed and initially refused to leave the Tupolev
TU-134 aircraft in which they had here from Chisinau, the
capital of Moldova. After six hours of negotiations with Czech
police the refugees disembarked and asked for political asylum in

the Czech Republic.
Acid rain ap in Mekong Delta: m.
frequency and seriousness of acid rain have increased rapidly in
recent years in the Mekong Delta, Vietnam's rice bowl, a
meteorology expert said on Tuesday, AP rts from Hanoi.
H%:y:n Kim Lan, of the Southern Hydrography and Me-
teorology centre based in Ho Chi Minh City, cited a 1993-97 survey
the centre, the first it has undertaken. The survey showed that
8 per cent of the rains in Can Tho province duﬂr!ﬁlleast year's May-
October rainy season had a PH rate of 5.6 to 4.5. figure was
per cent in neighbouring Ca Mau province, Lan said.

Croatian defence minister resi

Defence Minister Andrija Hebrang resigned on Monday, Xinhua

Hchra.n%l President Franjo Tudjman in his resignation
letter that his decision was irreversible. He said loss of man's
president on both working

trust and different ons with the

methods and personal relationships were the reasons for his

a1 . &

Rebels of the National Liberation Army

helicopter carrying government representatives who met
earlier with rebel leaders in San Francisco, a mountainous
region in northern Colombia Monday. Two rebel leaders,
who are jailed on rebellion charges, received weekend
passes from the government to attend a meeting with
representatives and announced the call for a national
forum to emeet in February to discuss peace prospects.

: — AP/UNB photo
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Kashmiris dismiss
resumption of
Indo-Pak talks

SRINAGAR. India, Oct 13:
f?aratist leaders in the di-
ided Indian state of Kashmir
have dismissed the resumption
on Thursday of peace talks be-
tween India and Pakistan as a
futile exercise doomed to fail-
ure, reports AFP.

The Indian and Pakistani
foreign secretaries will restart a
bilateral dialogue in Islamabad
on October 15 after a one-year
break,

The territorial dispute over
Kashmir, which has dogged bi-
lateral relations for 50 years,
will dominate the talks. But
Kashmiri u:i)arausts say their
exclusion will render the nego-
tiations meaningless.

"India, Pakistan and Kash-
mirl representatives should all
participate in the talks to find
an amicable solution under the
guarantee of the United Nations
or a friendly third country,”
saild Ali Shah Geelani, chair-
man of the All Party Hurriyat
(Freedom) Conference.

The conference is an um-
brella group comprising around
30 separatist organisations in
Kashmir.

"The United Nations should
intervene, to force both coun-
tries to come forward and solve
the Kashmir issue, and save the
precious lives of Kashmiris
who, through no fault of their
own, are being killed everyday”

* Sharif appoints
new ISI chief

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13: In an-
other major reshuffle in the hi-
erarchy of Pakistan's powerful
military, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif appointed a new
chief of the state's elite intelli-
gence agency, an army
spokesman_ said Tuesday, re-
ports AP,

Gen Ziauddin, who uses only
one name, takes over as new
head of the Inter-Services In-
lglggenc: agency (ISI), the
slales premier spy agency.

The move %unwg last
week's surprise resignation of
Army Chief Gen Jehangir
Karamat, who was critical of
Sharif's political and economic

policies.
Two other senior generals
also resigned after Karamat.

They resigned after being
passed over for promotion
when Sharif appointed Gen
Pervaiz Mushralpas new army
chief.

Sharif's critics say he is or-
chestrating the reshuffle of the
army to gain control of the mil-
itary, which has ruled Pakistan
for 25 of its 51-year history.

Annan asks Syria,
Turkey to show

restraint

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 13:
UUN Secretary-General Kofi An-
nanuged Syria and Turkey on
Mgnday 4b show restraint in
their conflict over the armed
rebellion of separatist Turkish
Kurds, his spokesman said, re-
ports AFP.

"He calls on Turkey and
Syria to show restraint and set-
tle their differences through ne-

otiations,” spokesman Fred
khard said.

His comments follow Turk-
ish threats to take military ac-
tion against Syria if it does not
withdraw its support for the
separatist Kurdish Workers
Party (PKK).

Annan met Monday with
ambassadors from Syria,
Eg:_yj'pt. J:fhban“" and Morocco
and an Arab League representa-
tive. who ressed r:tfnc:rn at
the tension between Syria and
Turkey in a meeting with An-
nan.

China-Taiwan
talks start
today

TAIPEI Oct 13: On the eve of
new talks between China and
Taiwan, a top Taiwanese offi-
cial said Tuesday they could be
a success if China ackn
its separation from the island,
reports AP.

The talks, the first official
meeting between China and its
neighbour in three Kcars,
on Wednesday in Shanghali, in-
vol senior statesmen Koo
Chen-fu of Taiwan and Wang
Daohan of China.

Koo and his wife also plan to
meetl with Chinese President
Jiang Zemin on Sunday in Bei-

jin%0

th sides appear to believe
that a key goal is for China and
the island it considers a rene-
gade province to to meet
with each another on a regular
basis for formal talks.

h
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JERUSALEM, Oct 13: Presi-
dent Bill Clinton told Pales-
anla‘:i: Le;der Elada?‘_ler Arafat on

onday he wo 0 Mrylhlr?
he could to help Israelis an
Palestinians reach a
in the United States this week,
an Arafat aide said, reports
Reulters,

Clinton spoke by telephone
lo Arafat and to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

to gauge prospects for progress

in closed-door talks to on
Thursday at Wye Plantation
outside Washington,

"President Clinton told Pres-
ident Arafat he was going to ex-
ert all his efforts and that he
will dedicate himself for the
sake of the peace process,” Abu
Rdainah said in a statement

blished by the Wafa Palestine

e€wWs agency.

He said Clinton had told
Arafat that the talks must suc-
ceed in order to "preserve hope”
among the Palestinian ple.

PLO officials said the sum-
mit was scheduled to with
a three-day meeting between
Clinton, Netanyahu and Arafat.

Netanyahu's communica-
tions adviser David Bar-Illan

Internaiional

Clinton to exert all efforts
to finalise ME peace deal

peace deal -

confirmed that Clinton and Ne-
tanyahu had spoken by phone .
but would not disclose details of
the conversation.

White House spokesman Jon
Lokhart said Clinton spoke to
the leaders for half hour each
and had reiterated that the
summit's objective is to con-
clude the interim agreement
and move to the final status
talks.

AP adds: Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu will reject
an attempt by hard-liners in
his Cabinet to restrict his
freedom to negotiate at a US
summit this week, an Israeli
official said Monday.

He will be meeting President
Bill Clinton and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat Thursda
at Wye Plantation, Maryland,
to discuss an American plan
calling for the withdrawal of Is-
raeli forces from 13 per cent of
the West Bank.

Right-wing ministers
Yitzhak Levy and Shaul Ya-
halom oppose the 13 per cent
withdrawal and intend to urge
the cabinet Tuesday to forbid
Netanyahu to to the with-
drawal unless the Palestinians

clamp down on Islamic mili-
tants and fulfill other condi-
tions.

However an Israeli official
said Netanyahu will certainly
reject the right-wing move. "No
negotiator would agree to his
freedom being circumscribed
such a way before the talks,” the
official said on condition of
anonymity.

Netanyahu will, however,
stress the need for the Pales-
tinians to fulfill their secuti
commitments, the official said.

Earlier a senior Palestinian

. negotiator said the success of

the summit depends on a clear-
cut "yes" from Netanyahu to the
American initiative.

"It is time to deliver," Saeb
Erekat told reporters Sunday
night after a meeting of the
Palestinian Cabinet.

Monday was a Jewish holi-
day and there was no immedi-
ate Israeli comment on summit
prospects. However, the Israeli

newspaper Yediot Ahronot said
over the weekend that Ne-

tanyahu's hard-line Cabinet,
due meet Tuesday, was balking

at agreeing to the American
plan.

Sonia Gandhi, president of the Congress
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Party and the widow of former Indian prime

minister Rajiv Gandhi, accepts a flower from a small girl at a Congress workers' conference
held in Rohtak, northern India, Monday.

— AP/UNB photo

Bangladesh calls for time-bound |

nuclear disarmament programme

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 13 -
Bangladesh has called on the
international community to
negotiate a time-bound nuclear
disarmament programme, re-
ports 1ANS.

Anwarul Karim Chowdhury,
Bangladesh's Permanent Repre-
sentative, told the U.N.'s First
Committee that despite the fact
that the goal of general and
complete disarmament was un-
equivocal, the international
community today remained
unable to agree on a time-bound
elimination of nuclear

m:agana.

"Substantive negotiations
on total and comprehensive
nuclear disarmament should
commence immediately in the

Conference on Disarmament.”
he said.

Secretary General Kofi An-
nan reiterated his call for
global nuclear disarmament
while expressing concern over
the tests by India and Pakistan
at the opening of the First
Committee which deals with
disarmament and security.

Stressin
lay at "the
:l'}'u

that disarmament
eart” of the U.N.'s

rts to maintain interna-
tional peace, Annan called on
the Committee to "take the lead"
in working to rid the world of
the threat posed by various
types of weapons.

Annan said as long as states
have such weapons at their dis-
posal, there will always be risk
of nations resorting to their
use. There will also be the ever-
present danger that the
weapons wi]l escape from the
control of states and fall into

the hands of terrorists, he
added.
Because of this, efforts

should be intensified to expand
the membership of the Chemi-

cal and Biological Weapons
Conventions and to make com-
pliance with them more verifi-
able, he said. "That is why we
must be concerned about the
nuclear tests carried out by In-
dia and Pakistan this year," he
said.

"Of course, | warmly wel-
come the declarations of intent
to adhere to the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) made
here in the General Assembly
by the prime ministers of the
two states,” Annan added.

The Secretary General said
all must work to ensure that the
treaty enters into force as soon
as possible. "But we must also
work to finish the job of pro-
moting universal adherence to
all the key treaties on weapons
of mass destruction, including
the treaty on non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons (Nuclear

Non-Proliferation Treaty -
NPT)."” he said.

The Committee also heard
calls for disarmament from the
representatives of Fiji, Myan-
mar, Malaysia and Colombia.

Without naming India and
Pakistan, Hasmy Agam, the
Malaysian representative, said

the process of nuclear disar-
mament has suffered a further

setback following the series of
nuclear tests carried out in
South Asia. "The tests should
serve as a wake-up call to the
international community that
the proliferation of all weapons
should be immediately

stuw:ed.“hcsaid.

.N. Undersecretary General
for Disarmament Affairs
Jayantha Dhanapala mean-
while deplored what he de-
scribed as the emerging "gun
culture”, ;

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13: The

drivers from more than two
months in captivity as a UN
special envoy pressed on with a
mission to reduce tensions be-
tween the militia and Iran, the
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) re-
ported, says AFP.

The Iranians, who were
taken prisoner in Mazar-e-
Sharif when the Islamic militia
captured the former opposition
stronghold on August 8, were
handed over to a Palestinian
delegation which mediated
their released, the report said.

The Palestinians will de-
liver them to Iranian diplomats
and a plane from the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) will fly them from
the southern Taliban base of
Kandahar to: Iran, the Pak-
istan-based Information Ser-
vice said.

The Taliban released 10 Ira-
nians from Kandahar in
September after mediation by
Pakistan, which has close
diplomatic links with the
hardline Islamic movement.

The release comes a day be-
fore a visit by UN special envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi to Kandahar
to meet with Taliban officials.

Brahimi has been autho-
‘rised by UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan to visit Kandahar

Taliban today freed 10 Iranian’

The Berily Sbwr 9

Taliban free 10 Iranians
ahead of UN envoy’s visit

"in view of the dangerous level
of tensions,” between the Tal-
iban and Iran, his spokesman
Fred Eckhard said at the UN on
Monday.

Brahimi has already met
twice, in Islamabad, with
sentatives of the militant -
damentalist group that controls
much of Af] stan. ]

But crisis-level tensions
have not been resolved.

The UN envoy had earlier re-
fused to visit Taliban head-

uarters in the southern
an city of Kandahar for se-
curity reasons after all UN per-
sonnel were with drawn on Au-
gust 22, follo the murder of
an [talian UN officer in Kabul.

But Eckhard said the Tal-
iban had given assurances to
Brahimi both on security mat-
ters and on the contin in-
vestigation into the Italian of-
ficer's murder, '

Taliban official Wakil Ah-
mad met with Brahimi on
Monday in Islamabad for the
third time in 24 hours to per-
suade the UN envoy to visit
Kandahar, where he is now
scheduled to meet with the Tal-
iban's supreme leader Mulla
Mohammad Omar. ;

,The visit is aimed at :ndiilg
Iran-Afghan tension trigger
3’ the killing of eight Iranian
plomats and a journalist,

SEOUL, Oct 13: North Korea
says withdrawing US troops
from South Korea and signing a

ace treaty with the United

tates should form the main
agenda of upcoming Korean
peace talks, reports AP.

Both Koreas, along with the
United States and China, are to
resume talks in Geneva next
Tuesday to work out a durable
peace on the divided Korean
Peninsula.

Two previous rounds of the
four-party talks, also held in
Geneva in November and April,
broke down over the same
North Korean demands.

"The DPRK (North Korea)
will not bargain away matters
of principle related to the issue
of Korea's reunification which
is vital to the Korean nation," a
spokesman for the North's For-
eign Ministry said,

In a report carried by the Ko-
rean Central News Agency late
Modnay night, the unidentified
spokesman said the two issues
are "the key to eliminating the
root cause of the acute political
and military confrontation on

-the signin

DPRK stands by its demand

Withdrawal of US troops from
ROK must be top

a]galda
the Korean Peninsuala.”

US and South Korean offi-
cials have indicated that the
withdrawal of American troops
from South Korea can be an
agenda item but made clear that
they would not agree to discuss

of a peace treaty
ashington and Py-

ung%lg
e topic of US troops may
be discussed under the general

between

* agenda of tension-reduced mea-

sures... not as the head of the
discussions,” Foreign Minster
Hong Soon-young told foreign
journalists on Tuesday.

The conclusion of a peace
treaty with the United States
excluding rival South Korea is a
longstanding North Korean
demand. Washington main-
tains that any Korean peace
treaty should be signed between
the two Koreas.

A resumption of the four-
party Korean peace talks is part
of a package deal struck be-
tween the United States and
North Korea in a series of nego-
tiations in New York last
month.

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 13: An
angry Malaysia has described
as "unacceptable” what it de-
scribs as attempts by foreign
nations to interfere in the trial
of former deputy prime minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim, newspapers
reported on Tuesday, says AP.

"This is one example of in-
terference we cannot accept,”
said Foreign Minister Abdullah
Badawi in comments to local
reporters on Monday evening.

He was referring to a report
that a man claiming to be a US
senator had called Justice Au-

ustine Paul last week, the High

ourt judge conducting Anwar's
trial, New Straits Times news-
paper said.

The caller told the judge that
justice must be seen to be done,
the daily said. After the phone
call the judge made a police re-
port.

‘Such phone calls were "tan-
tamount to interference as

-Malaysia won't accept foreign
" interference in Anwar's trial

though we do not understand
the law and are unable to en-
force the law well,” Abdullah
said.

There were no other details
available about the reported
phone call.

Malaysia has repeated as-
surances that Anwar, who chal-
lenged Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad's 17-year
reign, will be given a fair trial.

Anwar, a former heir-appar-
ent to Mahathir, was fired on
September 2, accused of being
morally unfit to lead. The two
had differed over economic
Ea]jc;,r and Anwar has said Ma-

athir feared the deputy was a
threat to his office.

The court has set November
2 as the date for Anwar's trial
on four counts of corruption. He
will be tried separately for one
more count of corruption and
five counts of illegal homosex-
ual acts.

Congolese rebels claim to have

captured Kindu air base

KALIMA, Congo. Oct 13:
Congolese rebels and their
Rwandan allies said on Monday
they had captured the strategic,

overnment-held air base of
ndu in eastern Congo, reports
AP.

After eight days of fighting, a
rebel commander sahgfl 9.000
rebel fighters entered the town
and its air base, 80 km south-
east of Kalima, late Monday.

"The whole town and the

rt are in our hands,” said
ur Mulunda, a rebel battal-
fon commander.

The claim could not imme-
diately be confirmed. If true,
Kindu would be the rebels'’
biggest prize in their two-
month camp to topple Pres- !
ident Laurent Kabila.

Kabila had turned Kindu
into a launching pad for a
counter-offensive against rebel
eastern strongholds.

Mulunda said his men had
captured many government
prisoners. Bob ‘Ngoy, another
rebel commander, said 1,377

vernment troops had surren-

ered on Monday and that 17
rebel fighters had been killed in
earlier fighting.

In Kalima, a rear base for the
rebel attack, soldiers sang and
fired weapons in celebration.

Mulunda said his men had
captured many government
prisoners but did not give a fig-
ure. In Kalima, a rear base for
the rebel attack, soldiers sang
and fired weapons in celebra-
tion.

Pakistan in no hurry to commit
itself to Delhi talks

ISLAMABAD, Oct 13: Pak-
istan will wait for the outcome
of the fore secretary-level
talks with India here this week
before deciding on jo the
second phase of the dialogue in
New Delhi, the Fore ce
has indicated, reports S.

"Let’s see the outcome of the
Islamabad round first,” Foreign
Office spokesman Tariq Altaf
sald when asked about the
schedule of the second part of
the staggered talks which has
been announced by New Delhi.

When pressed if Pakistani
officials would travel to New
Delhi next month according to
the schedule announced ew
Delhi, Altaf told IANS: "I say,
let'v:m sc\ev the outcome ?f this
round. We are preparing for this
(round of talks). Let's hope the
forthcoming talks would pave
the way far concrete progress on
the longstanding Kashmir dis-
pute.”
There would be "substantial
talks” on Kashmir in the Is-
lamabad round, he said, but
added that Pakistan does not

expect much progress. Pointing
out that there had been no

progress in earlier rounds,
Altal said this is why "we re-
peatedly called for third party
mediation."”

"We ct no quick f[ixes
this time either. This S0,
our aim nevertheless is to sin-
.cerely attempt to find a just set-
tlement of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute,” he added. '

Despite Altaf's somewhat

- pessimistic pronouncements,

some observers see a positive
atmosphere for the talks. This
is seen to have been created
with the ent to set up a
hotline between the two prime
ministers, cessation of Bri
across the Line of Control |

in Jammu and Kashmir, relax-
ation of visa rules, direct bus
and train links and more cul-
tural exchanges.

But. a section of former top
foreign policy decision makers
are sceptical and say that the
"ambiguous and imprecise”
comments from India's Extef-
nal Affairs Ministry about the

talks would vitiate the atmo-

sphere. ;
The Indian team led by For-
eign Secretary K. Raghunath

arrives in Islamabad on Thurs-
day. hunath will begin for-
mal talks with his Pakistani
counterpart Shamshad

the next day which will con-

tinue till October 18. Raghunath
will also meet Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and Foreign Min-
ister Sartaj Aziz.

Accnrdin% to the official
agenda, the foreign secretaries
will discuss peace and security,
including confidence buildi
measures, and Jammu an
Kashmir. These are the first two
of eight issues identified by the
foreign secretaries at their
talks in Islamabad in June '
1997.

The remaining six issues are
to be taken up in New Delhi.
However, Islamabad is still to
announce its approval of the
schedule unveiléed by New Delhi
for the second phase, .

"The success or any p S8
during these talks mainly de-

“to continue the peace

pends on the amount of pur-
posefulness the Indian side ad-
dresses to the core issue of
Jammu and Kashmir," said
former foreign minister Agha
Shahi.

No miracle is expected from
the coming talks, he said.
Shahi maintained that in order
rocess i
the region, New Delhi would
have to explicitly demonstrate
its seriousness about resolving’
outstanding issues with Islam-
abad.

Former foreign secretary
Niaz A. Naik eed with him.
Both told IANS that the Indi-
ans, even after agreeing to take.
up Kashmir first on Pakistan's
demand, continue to emphasise
that the sequencing of the dia-
logue does not mean giving pri-
ority to this issue. 2

Pakistan, they claimed, had
repeatedly made its position
known to the world that unless
Kashmir is resolved amicably,
its relations with India would
not be normalised.

TOKYO, Oct 13: Japanese
Foreign Minister Masahiko
Komura said today that Japan
was likely to apologise to China
for its wartime actions when
Chinese President Jiang Zemin
visit Japan later this year, re-

ports Reuters.
"If possible, we would like to

make this (apology) in writing,”
Komura told a regular news
conference.

Komura's comments con-
firmed those of a foreign min-
istry official who said last week
that China would receive the
same kind of apology as had
South Korea. ;

During South Korean Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung's state visit
to Japan last week, Prime Min-

Japan will apologise to China
for wartime brutalities

o's most thorough apology to
any individual nation for its
brutal wartime actions in a .
joint declaration with Kim.

Jiang is expected to visit
Japan sometime after a meeting .
of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum in -Kuala
Lumpur on November 17 and
18.

Komura said Tokyo and Bei-
ji"f were currently trying to fi-
nalise the timing of the visit
which was originally scheduled
for September but was post-
poned due to flooding in China.

In last week's statement,
Obuchi expressed "deep remorse
and extended a heartfelt apol-
ogy to the people of South Ko-
rea.” ' .

ister Keizo Obuchi issued Toky-
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Students at the Markaz-Uloom-e-Islamia religious school’
in Peshawar, Pakistan raise their hands when asked who' .
is ready to fight a jihad, or holy war, against Israel and °
its allies, Aug 27, 1998. About 150 students, ranging in

age between 10-40, study a core curriculum of Arabic,
Islam, and the memorisation of the Quran.

— AP/UNB photo



