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Khagrachhari
Dist Council
dissolved

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Oct 13:
The ﬁlv:mment has dissolved
the agrachhari Local Gov-
ernment Council and nomi-
nated a five-member committee
with Jyotindra Lal Tripura as
its chairman.

Tripura, an Awami League
leader, replaces Samiran De-
wan for an interim period.

Dewan had been the chair-
man since the first election of
the council in June 25,1989.

Officials said that an order
regarding the dissolution of the
council was received today. But
Dewan said he has not received
it yet.

Tripura, who is also the edi-
tor of the Daily Parbati and

resident of Khagrachhari

ess Club, is likely to take
oath in a couple of days, the of-
ficials said.

The other four members are
Zahidul Islam, Uhla Prue Chou-
dhury, Bindo Bihari Chakma
and Bikram Tripura.

They had earlier brought a
no-confidence motion against
Dewan

Pakistan seeks
$200m Rabitat

funds to repatriate
stranded Pakistanis

Islamabad is working on the
repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis in Bangladesh, a top
Pakistani leader said, reports
BSS.

The Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister, Ezu'ta‘!I Aziz, .told
Bangladesh High Commis-
' sioner Masum A Chowdhury in
Islamabad yesterday that the
government of Pakistan was al-
ready in the project (the
repatriation of stranded Pak-
istanis), Foreign Office sources
here said today.

Chowdhury, who called on
Aziz, referred to the outstand-
ing issues like repatriation of
stranded Pakistanis in
Bangladesh and issue of divi-
sion of assets and liabilities.

Aziz informed the
Bangladesh envoy that the gov-
ernment of Pakistan was al-

ready engaged in the project and
~that they had approached the
Rabitat-Al-Alam-Al-Islam
with a proposal to allocate 200
million US dollars which
See Page 12 Col 1

5th DC-10-30 on
way to Biman
fleet

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman is add
the fifth DC-10-30 aircraft tﬂiﬂg
fleet sometime in January in a
bid to ease pressure on its long
and mid haul planes operating
in 25 international destina-
tions.

Negotiations have nearly
been completed with Chase Air
of United States to have the air-
craft on lease for three years, a
Biman official said yesterday.

The national flag carrier i‘ias

See Page 12 Col 1
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149-day hearing in Bangabandhu Murder Case ends

Judge

The verdict of the trial of
Em&gabandhu Murder Case will
be delivered on November 8, re-
ports UNB.

Kazi Golam Rasul, the Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge, an-
nounced the date of judgement
on conclusion yesterday of the
lengthy hearings. The court
heard for 149 working days.

Earlier, the judge said the
verdict would come on Novem-
ber 3. Later, he changed the date
in his chamber.

"Someone later in my cham-
ber informed that November 3
coincides with a mourning day.
That is why the date was
changed to'November 8," Kazi
Golam Rasul told the news
agency over telephone.

All the 19 persons accused of
the murder of President Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

man along with fami_l; memm-
bers on ﬁ?‘uﬁt 15, 1975 in his
Dhanmondi residence, except
Taheruddin Thakur, are former
army personnel. Five faced the
trial while 14 others remained
fugitives.

They were charged with con-
spiracy, murder and concealing
evidence under Sections 302,
34, 120 (b) and 201 of the Penal
Code.

The sections provide a max-
imum punishment of death.

Those faced the trial are: Lt
Col Syed Farooq Rahman, Lt
Col Sultan Shahriyar Rashid
Khan, Lt Col Muhiuddin Ahmed
(artillery), Hony Capt Abdul
Wahab Joardar and former
state minister for information
Taheruddin Thakur.

Absconding accused are Lt
Col Khandokar Abdur Rashid,

Maj Bazlul Huda, Maj Shariful

Haq Dalim, Lt Col Rashed
Chowdhury, Lt Col Noor
Chowdhury, Lt Col Aziz Pasha,

Maj Muhiuddin Ahmed, Maj
Ahmed Sharful Hossain, Capt
Md Kismat Hashem, Capt Naz-
mul Hossain Ansar, Capt Abdul
Majed, Risaldar Moslemuddin,
Datadar Marfat Ali Shah and
LD Md Abul Hashem Mridha.

The FIR of the case was filed
with Dhanmondi thana on Oc-
tober 2, 1996, after 21 years of
the tragic incident.

Muhitul Islam, a resident
rsonal assistant of President
angabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman, filed the FIR.

CID ASP Abdul Kahar Ak-
hand who investigated the case
accused 24 people including late
Khandokar Mushtaq Ahmed
who had assumed the presi-

sets Nov 8 for verdict

dency after the killing of’

Bangabandhu. Three others
dead are former Secretary
Mahbubul Alam Chashi, Capt
Mustafa and Risaldar Sarwar.
They were dropped from the
charge sheet.

Six of the accused were ar-
rested and the trial began with
subrhission of the charge sheet
on January 15, 1997.

As the trial was proceeding
in the makeshift court in front
of the Dhaka Central Jail for
security reason, one of the ac-
cused Begum Zubaida Rashid,
wife of absconding accused Col
Rashid, was acquitted by the
Supreme Court.

Of the absconding accused,
Maj Bazlul Huda is now in a
Bangkok jail for shop lifting,
while few others are said to

See Page 12 Col 3
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Secret transmitter

baffles authorities

By Staff Correspondent

Authorities are yet to detect

a clandestine radio transmitter,

reportedly on air for more than

a month now broadcasting
religious s hes.

angladesh Betar, responsi-

ble for monitoring the air fre-

quencies, also could not inter-

cept or dectect the point of

transmission, being carried out

hﬁr an FM transmitter baffling
the authorities.

A Bengali daily reported on
October 2 that a clandestine ra-
dio broadcast speeches of
Moulana Delwar Hossain
Saidee, an MP of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami. for one and a half
months. Ten days later, on
Monday, a news agency report
said that the clandestine radio
mainly broadcast speeches of

Saidee on 104-5 mhz of FM and
the monitoring department of
Bangladesh Betar was tran-
scribing the text of the secret
transmission that takes place
from 8 pm to 10:30 pm.

When contacted, State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed told The Daily Star that
director general (DG) of Betar
had been asked to detect the se-
cret transmission immediately.

However, MI Chowdhury, the
Betar DG, told The® Daily Star
yesterday that there was no rea-
son why Bangladesh Betar
would intercept or monitor
what other people were trans-
mitting. "We use 105 mhz of FM
for BEC Bangla news broadcast
but, we're not the owner of the

See Page 12 Col 8
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area to be fixed some two months back, the order is yet to be complied with.

t of the AG Office 1n the city's Kakrail

— Star photo

Motivated, a clear abuse by owners

Rouf Chy pledges to
sue Beximco papers

By Staff Correspondent

FBCCI presidential candi-
date M A Rouf Chowdhury has
vowed to take publishers and
reporters of two daily newspa-
pers owned by the Beximco
Group to court "for civil and
criminal defamation”.

In a statement, he charged
that the two published a
“baseless and motivated arti-
cle” to smear his image ahead of
the election to the national
chamber scheduled for tomer-
row.

“I hereby pledge to sue in the
highest courts the publishers
and reporters of the daily Muk-
takantha and The Independent
for civil and criminal defama-
tion and liabilities for publish-
ing a baseless motivated article
today ... with the sole purpose of
damaging my reputation and as
such negatively influencing the
outcome of the election for pres-
ident of FBCCI," the statement
said yesterday. S

“The article was writtéen
without naming any reporter.
No specific sources were named
nor was there any document of
any kind referred to. Even the

minimum standard of journal-
ism where | was to have been
contacted to clarify and defend
my position was not followed.

"l was never contacted by
either newspaper. The two arti-
cles are almost identical and
the publisher is the same person
who is actively supporting my
opponent,” he sai reg:aﬂng
his remarks at a press briefing
earlier in the day.

At a press conference,
Chowdhury angrily dismissed
reports in the two newspapers.
calling them results of “clear
abuse of newspaper ethics by
the owners.”

They are completely
“baseless”, "motivated” and a
reflection of “bad taste”,
Chowdhury said and threatened
to go to the Press Council for
justice.

“These reports have clearly
violated ethics of journalism. I
have never seen such abusive
and irresponsible journalism
in my life,” he told journalists
at National Press Club yester-
day.

See Page 12 Col 4

Breakthrough in Kosovo crisis

BELGRADE, Oct 13: US envoy
Richard Holbrooke proclaimed
a breakthrough today in efforts
to end the Kosovo crisis after
week-long talks with President
Slobodan Milosevie, reports
AP.

But, he warned, "we're not
out of the emergency yet." He
said it's up to Milosevic's gov-
ernment to prove its commit-
ment to international demands
— especially on allowing an in-
ternational verification force
of 2,000 people into the Kosovo
province.

In a rare national television
address, Milosevic declared

recovery of our country as a
whole," Milosevic said. It was
the first time the Yugoslav pres-
ident had addre the nation
since the 1995 Dayton peace ac-
cords which ended the war in
neighbouring Bosnia.

‘oday's developments
capped dramatic eflorts to force
an end to Milosevic's crack-
down against ethnic Albanian
separatists in the southern
province of Serbia, the domi-
nant Yugoslav republic.

Yugoslavia expects that the
verification mission, to be led
by the Organisation for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe,
'will eliminate false, untrue

final step, Clinton announced
that Milosevic had agreed to
withdraw his forces from
Kosovo, initiate autonomy ne-
gotiations with the separatist
ethnic Albanians and allow a
force to verify compliance with
UN demands.

Holbrooke, who noted that
the deal will not affect existing
sanctions against Yugoslavia,.
said the key to the accord was
Milosevic's decision to let a
2,000-member “verification
mission” and to permit "aerial
verification” by non-combat
aircraft that could begin as
soon as the end of the week.

Holbrooke said Polish For-

Jail killing case

Charge sheet
likely in a
couple of days

By Staff Correspondent

Twenty-three people are
likely to be chargesheeted in the
Jail Killing Case.

They will be charged with
murder and criminal conspir-
acy, sources close to the CID in-
vestigators said.

e charge sheet is expected
to be submitted within a couple
of days, the sources added.

the 23 accused likely to be

Elections tomorrow

FBCCI tribunal evades verdict
on voters’ list dispute

By M Shamsur Rahman

Only a day before the na-
tional chamber elects its new
32-member committee, the
FBCCIl Election Arbitration
Tribunal is yet to give its ver-
dict on the dressmakers’ dispute
over voters' list, leaving scopes
for controversies even after the
elections.

The FBCCI tribunal commit-
tee yesterday failed to give a

nised Shova as president of the
association but later accepted
Sabu after a hearing.

Shova later appealed to the
Tribunal, challenging the list of
Sabu, a candidate for FBCCI ex-
ecutive committee member
from the panel backed by
Salman F Rahman. '

Sources said that the com-
mittee has already prepared the
draft verdict in favour of

16 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

o -

Bangladesh
retain ACC
trophy

From Al-Amin

Kathmandu, Oct 13: Holders
Bangladesh retained the ACC
trophy with a thumping eight-
wicket win over underdogs
Malaysia in the final at the
Tribhuvan University ground
here today.

The resounding victory also
means a berth for Ban%dcnh
in the eight Asia Cup to be held
in Dhaka next March.,

Right-handed opener
Shahriar Hossain hammered
51 as Bangladesh, chasing a
paltry Malaysian total of 83 in
o0 overs, went on to reach 85 in
only 21.1 overs with the loss of
ﬂnll\:r' two wickets.

farlier, electing to bat first,
Malaysia could manage a mea-
gre 83 all out in 37.2 overs in
the face of some inspirational
off spinners from skipper
Aminul Islam. Aminul, who
richd through the Malaysian
tail, finished with three for 22
in eight overs. He was well sup-
ggrted bﬁ his two new- ball

wlers Hasibul Hossain and
Shafiuddin Ahmed who evenly
shared four wickets.

Shahriar Hossain was
named player-of-the-final for
hitting the only half century of
the match, while Aminul was
named player-of-the-tourna-
ment.

(See detail reports on page 13)

BNP MP Alamgir

Kabir arrested

Alamgir Kabir, a BNP MP,
was arrested from his Naogaon
residence early this morning,
reports UNB.

He was later produced before
the court at Naogaon and then
sent to the district jail hajat. No
Eetiﬁnn was moved seeking his

ail, the Deputy Commissioner
told the news agency over tele-
phone.

The DC said Kabir was in-
volved in three criminal cases,
one filed in 1996 and the rest
last year.

The wife of Kabir informed
hthe I:?afl]; central office that her.

us was picked up by Sollq:
am

from the residence at 5;

tn-dﬁ}n

abir is a member of the
BNP Central Committee and the
party's education secretary.

Kabir's arrest sparked off
protests by BNP activists in
Naogaon town. ;

They brought out proces-
sions and put up barricade at a
place called "Bridger More" on
Naogaon-Santahar highway for

See Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka-Calcutta
bus service

SO0

CALCUTTA, Oct 13: Bus ser-
vice between Calcutta and
Dhaka is likely to start very
soon, according to the Bangla-
desh High Commissioner in
India, Shafi Sami, reports PTI.

Sami, who called on the West
Bengal Chief Minister, Jyoti
Basu at his Writers' Buildings
chamber yesterday, said today
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*  All foreign investments are secured by law
*  All customs formalities are done at the factory gate
* Import/Export permit is issued within working hours

INCENTIVES :

* Tax holiday for 10 years
No income tax on interest on borrowed capital
No dividend tax during tax holiday period
No ceiling on foreign investment
No double taxation

DFP-21335-8/10
G-2285

equipment and raw matenals
No duty on import/export
No duty on import of construction materials

for construction of factory buildings in the

ZOnes

Inter-zone and intra-zone export permitted

Sub-contracting within EPZ allowed
Re-location of existing industries from
abroad allowed

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority

222, New Eskaton Road, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Phone: 832553, 9330360, 9350236, 9350235

rime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
sources said.

Outcome of the meeting
could not be known.

Cairn and Unocal are both
aspiring to get Block 10 under
the on-going second round
block bidding for oil and gas
exploration. Cairn and its

artner Shell Ofl were offered

lock 10 by the government's
negotiation committee in Octo-
ber last year. :

But earlier this year, the ne-
otiation committee allowed
nocal to modify its proposal

for the block and held talks
with the American company.
Finally, when the government
announced the result of the sec-
ond round bidding, it put Block
10 aside. Then, again, Unocal
itself told the press that it
would be given Block 10.

pany, it would protest. Accord-
ingly, the British company
raised voice against the second
round bidding process and
claimed that the process was
‘not transparent'. This had
'disturbed’ the government and
the issue became one of the rea-
sons why the relationship with
Cairn had recently deterio-
rated.
But yesterday, the chiefs of
the two rival companies to-
ether met the Prime Minister.
ome Petrobangla officials and
other high officials were pre-
sent at the Prime Minister's
secretariat at that time, but
they did not attend the meeting,
the sources said,
"They might have met the
Prime Minister together coin-
cidentally. But there is a possi-
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