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Unemployed Rural Educated Youth

Formidable Challenge for 21st Century

by Dr. Thomas Costa

Conducive atmosphere and necessary scopes be created for the increasing number of unemployed educated
youths. The task is gigantic and all-out effort is needed for a breakthrough.

ANGLADESH society is
Bhasically composed of a

vast number of poor and
underprivileged people and
continues to experience soaring
unemployment and growin
landlessness. It is the hars
reality that our rural people are
larger}r found to compete for
possession of a piece of land
and opportunity for
employment for their actual
existence. |

While staying at villages for
a considerable amount of time
in conducting a field study I had
the opportunity to experience
the above reality in depth. Side
by side I also gathered two dif-
ferent experiences — that the
real learning on any social as-
pect are derived from the live
experience of a person, that in-
spired me. On the other hand.
understanding of the hard as-
pect of rural reality which de-
pressed me very much.

In order to discuss various
aspects with the inhabitants,
family heads and the leaders of
the villages three major social
problems were identified by
themselves on a priority basis.
These are as follows. a) Lack of
employment; b) Impact of
Dowry; and c) Migration of vil-
lagers. Besides, they also ex-
pressed their views on lack of
village roads, lack of Govt. fa-
éﬁjlities and lack of pure water,

Erik G. Jansen, one Social
Science researcher, who had
conducted a study in a village of
Rangpur district 20 years ago
and wrote — "One of the best
things a well-to-do landlord
can offer to a poor neighbour is
employment, and one of the
worst things he can do is to
deny him  employment when
the poor neighbour asks for it."
It is the reality that the grim
picture of 20 years ago in
Bangladesh has not changed but
grown darker and complex. In-
creasing education of the rural
youth is added with the sce-
nario. Which created new hope,
expectations, aspiration and
dreams among themselves. But
employment opportunities has
widened very narrowly not
matched with the actual situa-
tiormn,

It is stated by many people

that in Bangladesh more than -

one-third of the labour force is
unemployed and under-em-
ployed, which is roughly 23
million and each year there are
1.5 million new entrants in the
labour market. Many of them

are educated unemployed youth.
It is definitely a serious prob-
lem and a growing challenge for
the country. To get rid from this
situation Bangladesh has only
one meaningful choice ; it must
aim for a growth rate of not
much less than 7 to 8 percent,

using labour intensive tech-

niques. But the present growth

rate for last five years is around .

4 per cent.

The two study villages that I
have chosen were Rampur and
Sonapur. Rampur is situated in
Badalgachi Thana of Naogaon
district while Sonapur is in
Sadar Thana of Dinajpur. In
the Naogaon village there are
about 997 people in 198 fami-
lies. The village now has 91 ed-
ucated persons with Class VIII
and above levels (upto MA), but

unemployed. Almost one edu-

cated unemployed person be-
longs to every two houses. In the
Dina{pur village there are 1598
eople in 408 families. The vil-
age now has 54 educated youth
persons with Class VIII to Grad-
uation level without any gain-
ful employment. It is appeared
that in both the villages the per
cent of unemployed educated
person is — in Naogaon village
46 per cent and in Dinajpur
village 17.4 per cent. With the
increasing trend of education
the rate of unemployed educated
youth also goes up. On the one
.side the uneducated youth can
take part easily in all kind of
farm-based and non-farm ac-
tivities: but the educated unem-
ployed youth can not. This is
the matter of consideration.
One Raihan [25] of Rampur
assed Higher Secondary
F{".:Gllegﬁ; education in 1988.
Since then he gave up study and
has been looking for a job. His
parental family possesses about
3.5 acres of land. Raihan thinks
that after acquiring such a level
of education one should not
work in the agricultural field.
"People will not accept it. They
will think | am worthless. |
have simply wasted my valu-
able time in education and now
work in the culfivable field. I
am frustrated and need a job
very badly", said Raihan. Other
unemployed villagers like
thousands of rural society have
express the similar attitude like
Raihan to a great extent. This is
the crude reality of rural
Bangladesh at present and in
the next century. This aspect
has been reflected in the UNDP
Report '96 : "Not to meet this
challenge would clearly imply
huge increases in poverty, hu-
man misery and sufferings, so-
cial and political instability".
This Report has identified un-
employment as a major prob-
lem for Bangladesh.

As a Social Researcher I
tried to understand this life and
death problem of the educated
unemployed youth of the coun-
try from their own life experi-
ence and from my observation.
If the challenge of unemploy-
ment is not properly meet the
following impacl may be seen
in the social reality of our coun-

[a] Selling out of valuable as-
set, i.e. land in order to meet

minimum basic requirements
of the households become a
regular event. A grim reality of
the hard core and marginal
poverty of rural poor class.
Land gained and lost in last 10
years (1984-1994) Ernﬁdes a
clear indication of this option.
The Naogaon village has lost
some land over what it owned
10 years ago, while the Dina-
jpur village gained a few pieces
of land besides what it owned to
years back. It may be mentioned
that in Dinajpur village the
credit and other activities by
some Private Voluntary de-
velopment organisations has a
positive impact on less transfer
of land. However, the hard core
poor families can not achieve
any valuable assets including
land yet now,

[b] The traditional norm
that women should not claim
their part of inherited land is
being changed. In the rural ar-
€as, wWoInen are coming up more
and more with their own claim
of property rights. Being edu-
cated they are now becoming
more inclined towards getting a
job. The additional pressure on
employment sector and in-
creasing trend in claimin
property rights can be marke
as good signs.

c] Migration to other vil-
lages, cities and towns for work.
This internal migration is one_
of the three main problems of
the present,study villages.
There is.a strong tendency of
migration of the educated un-
employed persons to any part of
the country, or even abroad for
employment. ;

d] Creating employment op-
portunities in the ﬁlfgges. Tllnje
institution-building process of
the poor, their savings, income
generating activities, various
sorts of training for skill devel-
-:::-Fment, credit sup{)ur’t. etc. by
the PVDOs have helped to create
mostly off-farm onurtunitms
in the Dinajpur village. Per-
haps, the absence of PVDOs and
other GO agencies in Naogaon
village caused lower employ-
ment opportunities. My study
findings depicted that in the
Naogaon village the rate of edu-
cated unemployed youth is 46%,
whereas in Dinajpur village the
figure is 17%. It is clear from
the PVDOs experience that some
additional non-farm employ-
ment opportunities can be cre-
ated in the rural areas. But it is
absolutely impossible to create
emﬂlayment scopes for all. This
is the crude reality in our courn-
try context.

[iv] The increase of frustra-
tion, violence and other anti-
social activities. At present
there.exists a high degree of
frustration among the unem-
ployed youth and this frustra-
tion is likely to increase. Re-
garding violence and other
anti-social activities, there is

less likelihood of such inci-
dents in Dinajpur village prij-
marily because of the socio-
economic development activi-
ties of the supportive agencies
which help bring people closer
and make them united. But lack
of such activities frustration
generates in Naogaon village,
this may lead to create ground
for anti-social activities.

High competition is marked
for few employment opportuni-
ties in the ﬂﬁagﬂs. The influ-
ential and solvent people are
winning the race. For instance,
in one of the above two villages
one relative of an influential
local leader obtained the posi-
tion of a school teacher two
years ago allegedl b}{ﬁi‘ﬂng Tk
15.000/- as a bribe. at Eric
Jansen mentioned in 20 years
ago about the serious competi-
tion for obtaining employment
and possession of a piece of
land g}r most of the villagers is
now becoming a permanent
phenomenon in our rural soci-
ety. The competition not less-
ened rather increased and
mounting day by day. It is in-
deed difficult to say when this
sort of competition will turn to
a mutual cooperation, My
earnest desire is that — con-
ducive atmosphere and neces-
sary scopes to be created for the
increasing unemployed edu-
cated youth. This challenge
should be addressed directly.
The task is a gigantic one. but
all-out efforts is needed for a

breakthrough UNDP Annual
Report '96 has prioritised the

following policies for
Bangladesh to address this
challenge :

a) Creating a conducive and
pro-poor environment to help
redouble and refocus on-going
efforts;

b) Creating more gainful em-
ployment opportunities; and

c¢) Initiating special pro-
grammes of employment gen-
eration for the poorest.

I also comply with the above
suggestion. These are policy
matter. However, in the context
of research experience my feel-
ings is that the challenge re-
lated to employment is a most
formidable issue for our coun-
try in the coming century. The
nation should reach a consen-
sus on it. The problem is like a
destructive Atom Bomb. We are
carrying this Bomb in each of
our families and elsewhere. The
nation should be spared from
this situation. If we fail to do so
the future generation would not
forgive our politician and so-
cial leaders. Let us come to-
gether to raise the matter as a
national issue and undertake
combined national efforts. In
this regard the role of a demo-
cratic government is pioneer-
1ng.

gThe writer is Development
Director, CARITAS

~ Helping Women Farmers Help Themselves

Nancy Hart writes from Salghari, India

HE steep path leading to

this village tucked into the

Eastern Himalayas is
tricky. But Durga Upreti knows
it well. For two years, she has
been coming up here to teach
the villagers new ways to care
for poultry,

e beauty of Salghari is de-

ceptive. There is extreme
poverly, lack of basic services,
roads or health care facilities.
Raising better poultry has
meant for the villagers a
healthier diet as well as extra
income from selling chickens
and f:g%]s.
Technically, the project fo-
cused on the introduction of a
breed of poultry known as
Rhode Island Red with regional
extensionists offering training
in keeping the stock healthy.

But there is another angle
that has given this pm{)ect im-
pact beyond the village borders.
It was planned, in part, by the
villagers themselves.

e original scheme was to
bring into Salghari new tech-
nologies for raising goats. But,
when Upreti sat down to talk to
the women, they told her re-
sponsibility for feeding ani-
mals, always falls on theg
WOImMen.

Upreti understood the prob-
lem. She realised that unless
fodder could be grown near the
village, caring for the pgoats

would only add to the women's
burden. So she took this infor-
mation back to the regional
planning office and got the pro-

ject was re-designed.

Instead of introducing goats,
the project introduced poultry
technology. Today the results of
that decision can be seen in the

uality of poultry production in .
the village. It is the kind of suc-
cessful village participation
that the project's sponsor, the
UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAO]), likes to hear.

In fact, that was why exten-
sionists who work in the vil-
lages of 12 developing coun-
tries, includlnﬁ Upreti, were
invited to a 5-day FAO work-
shop called 'From Farmer to
Planner and Back', which, as
the title indicates, focused on
development projects that rely
on the input of women and men
in the vii?a es. :

The workshop, sponsored by
FAO's Women in Development
Service, was held at the inter-
national headquarters in Rome
in a year when FAO has chosen
the theme of "Women Feed the
World” for this year's World
Food Day on October 16 in
recognition of their contribu-
tion.

The extensionists not only
discussed food production but

also pointed out the probleins
faced by women farmers rang-
ing from land ownership to ac-
cess to credit.

"We have brought together
people from Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Near East,” ex-
plained Vicki Wilde, the work-
shop leader. "We hope to har-
vest from these people who
work in the field."

"These are the people who
are actuall
villagers. They are here to tell
us what works, what doesn't
work, what makes sense. At the
end of the workshop we'll pull it
all together and publish what
they've told us so we can share it
with agricultural development
workers around the world."

During the five days of the
workshop, not only did the par-
ticipants share their experi-
ences with FAO staff, they
shared their experiences wit
each other.

They met in plenary sessions
and also in smaller groups.
aided by interpreters, to talk
about their common expe-
riences and share ideas. The
interpreters added an impor-
tant element to the work, be-
cause communication was not
inhibited by language.

"What comes out of this is
friendship,” said Stella

working with the

Williams, who represented a
fisheries project in Nigeria. "We
get to know each other, share
information about our work.
We learn from each other.”

The feelings of friendship
and of mutual support were
certainly important outcomes
of the workshop. But the main
outcome will be taking all of the
information from these devel-
opment workers and incorpo-
rating it into a how-to guide
that can be used by development
workers anywhere.

The idea of involving vil-
lagers in the various stages of a
project is not new. These so-
called 'participatory methods’
have been evolving for many
years.

What's new is the desire to
add the next-step-to-take in-
formation that comes directly
from the villagers and factor it
into the project plan. Then, it
comes back to the village in the
form of a project that the vil-
lagers can support

For the villagers of Salghari,
there is no question that they
appreciated being involved in
this project. Not only are the
children healthier from the
additional meat and eggs in
their diets, one villager has
even opened a small shop with
the money she made from sell-

ing eggs. — IPS/APB
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Biological Warfare" Allegation as Screw Worm Spreads

As another row brewed between Iraq and
UN weapons inspectors, Baghdad was also
concerned by a livestock epidemic, with one
newspaper conjecturing that the outbreak
might have been started deliberately.
Whatever the cause, reports Gemini News
Service, UN officials warn that unless
carefully managed, the infestation could
spread through the Middle East region.
Felicity Arbuthnot writes from London

N outbreak of the poten-
XAH::'MI}F lethal screw worm
pest has reached epidemic
proportions in Iraq and threat-

ens the entire Middle East re-

* gion, according to the UN Food

and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO].

Its emergence in Iraq, where
it has never previously been
seen, has produced accusations
of United States-backed biolog-
ical warfare.

Recalling US participation
in the elimination of infesta-
tions in the Americas through
the release of millions of ster-
ilised male screw worm flies,
The Baghdad Observer newspa-
per commented : "The US gov-
ernment’'s involvement in the
sterilisation facilities also
cover for producing the screw
worm fly in biological warfare.”

It pointed out that plants in-
volved in screw worm control
could produce up to five million
flies a week and that every ster-
ilised fly had unsterilised par-
ents: "That these Latin Ameri-
can parasites are now to-be
found in Iraq should provoke a
few questions about the proba-
bility of biological warfare.

"To answer the question of
how the flies came to Iraq."” the
newspaper added, "one does not
have to look too far: the same
way the sterilised insects are
delivered — in boxes on a small
plane.”

The only flights in and out of
Iraq since the imposition of a
UN embargo are those carrying
UN personnel. including mem-
bers of an international team of

weapons inspectors. Some Iraqgi
scientists point an accusing
finger at these flights.

Scepticism is required over
all claims by and against Iraq,
with both the Baghdad and its
opponents engaged in a bitter
prugaganda Wwar.

ut the allegation deserves
scrutiny. George Pumphrey, a
senior researcher for the Ger-
man Parliament who has ex-
tensive knowledge of biological
warfare, claims that "Iraq is but
the latest victim of what ap-
pears to be a deliberate intro-
duction of the screw worm as a
biological weapon.”

Infestation is caused by the
larvae of the screw worm fl
which can live in the wound
sand orifices of warm-blooded
animals.

Within 12 hours of a fly la[?rl—
ing several hundred e:%lgs on the
edge of a wound, the larvae
hatch and enter the body for
feeding. They can kill a cow in
less than seven days.

Infested wounds often give*
off a dark. foul-smelling dis-

chaﬁe.
though animals such as
cows and goats are most often
affected, but humans can be at-
tacked, too. Iraqi officials say
40 people have died in the out-
break.

The adult fly can travel up to
3000 kilometres in its lifetime.

The epidemic began in
September 1996 and by last De-
cember 12 of Irag's 16 provinces
were affected. More than 46,800
cases were reported during

Fatal fly

Old Worid

OFlies lay eggs in

| Screw Worm Fly .1 ' & wounds, leading
is endemic in india, to massive ulceration.
indonesia, Central f Death can occur within
Africa and the Gulf. days.
ITMH-lwﬂorld ] NS @ An outbreak in
Screw Worm Fly Libya in 1989 was
is found in the eradicated

1997.
'This constitutes an lo-
sion,” says FAO economist

Henning Steinfeld. He says that
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Syria
are seriously threatened, and
that there is also danger for

Bahrainh, Lebanon. atar,
Turkey and the United Arab
Emirates.

The losses come on top of an
already serious livestock situa-
tion. A shortage of imported
feed has reduced poultry pro-
duction to five per cent of its
pre-Gulf War output. Dairy pro-
duction is down by two-thirds.
Until now, the traditional cattle
sector, which includes buffalo,
has fared better. but in a coun-
try where the UN Children's
Fund says one-third of children
suffer stunted growth or im-
paired intelligence due to mal-
nutrition, further decimation of
livestock could herald disaster.

Daniel Robicheau, co-editor

of the book, Hidden Casualties:

The Environmental, Health
and Political Consequences of
the Persian Gulf War, says the
sort of response generated in
Libya — where an international
campaign eliminated the screw
worm — is required in Iraq.
"Without such an international
response,” he counsels, "Iraqi
health authorities see the screw
worm fly infestation becoming
endemic or pandemic, threaten-
ing to destroy animal hus-
bandry and causing grievous
consequences to human life as
well.”

He claims that FAO has done
little to combat the menace, and
that only a small amount of the

relevant pesticide has been de-
livered.

The writer is a freelance
Jjournalist based in London tvho
specialises in coverage in Iraq,
which she visits frequently.

Saving the Tiger from Tradition

Tariq Aziz writes from Baripada, India

The annual hunting ritual in the Indian state of Orissa poses a serious threat to one of the country's healthiest
tiger populations. Efforts are being made to crack down on the hunters, but the best hope is to change the
attitudes of local tribes.

HE hunting ritual of Ak-
hand Shikar is an

important event among
the people of Orissa in western
India. In April and May each
vear. they make offerings to the
deity of the Simlipal

+ g™
mountains then embark on an
orgy of hunting, and burnin
down forests to flush out an

kill as many animals as they
can.

This ancient practice ends in
joyful celebration — but it is bad
news for one of India's finest
tiger habitats, the Simlipal_Re-
serve, which covers 845km*“ in-
side a bﬁlﬂ&t‘ zone of nearl
2,000km=“. In this vast stretch
of forested hills live more than
90 Lligers (Pantheris tigris
tigris). according to official fig-
ures, but their future cannot be
gua_ranteed so long as Akhand

hikhar threatens not only
themn but also their prey.

The hard-pressed manage-
ment of the Simlipal Tiger Re-
serve has been doing is best to

reduce the threat, but with each

forest %uar responsible for al-
most 30km* of territory, and a
shortage of resources, the task
is a difficult one.

To make matters worse, the
nature of the Akhand Shikar

has changed in recent years.
Movement has become easier
thanks to the construction of
fair-weather roads and armed
gangs of poachers now operate
under the umbrella of the rit-
ual. The locals, while more con-
scious of the danger to tigers,
are reluctant to give up their
tradition. In the response Lo
hunting restrictions, they have
extended the period of the rit-
ual, which now begins in Jan-
uary — limited kills have re-
sulted in more forest buming in
an attempt to flush out greater
numbers of animals.

The Forest Department now
sets up anti-poaching camps
and enga‘ﬂ&fs fire-watchers dur-
ing the Akhand Shikar period.
A platoon of the Armed Police
Reserve is also employed at
peak times. Such efforts have

put the hunters on the defensive
and many hunting parties have
been intercepted and dispersed.
Arrests have been made and
weapons confiscated, but the
Akhand Shikar activities con-

ﬁ;
tinue 1o play havoe.
Against this background, the
Tiger Conservation Programme
of WWF-World Wide Fund For
Nature has launched a two-tier
programme to reduce the hunt-
ing menace. The key element,
according to the programme di-
rector, Dr M K Ranjitsinh, is "to
provide alternatives to the
tribal people and to spread
awareness among them".

To that end, one of the part-
ners in the WWF programme,
The Society for Research and
Development of Tribal Culture
— an organization created and
managed by the tribal peacf)le
themselves — has persuaded
many village headmen to take
an oath against Akhand Shikar
and the burning of forests. In-
stead, communities are encour-
aged to take part in Akhand

- Shikar alternatives such as

dancing competitions.

is also supporting the
Simlipal Reserve management
in the creation of additional
anti-poaching camps in the
buffer zones of the reserve
through the Nature and Wildlife
Conservatioh Society of Orissa.
Village headmen are employed
in the new camps because they
command local respect and can
not only dissuade their people
from hunting but also gather

information on preparations
for the Akhand Shikar. Such
intelligence allows the man-
agement to intercept hunting
parties and disperse them.
These initiatives are having
an effect. "The frequency of an-
imal Kkilling has come: down
drastically this year," says Am-
rendra Bose, Simlipal's Hon-
orary Wildlife Warden. But
many people cling to the tradi-
tion and it will take some time
to end the annual blood-letting.
Bose is optimistic. ' WWF has al-
ready made a difference," he
says. "If it continues with its
programme for a few more

years, the end of the Akhand
Shikar is within sight."

Features

The writer works for WWF's
Tiger Conservation Programme
based in New Delhi.

Death Wish: The Stealthy

‘ﬂ 7HEN the ever-so-busy ad-
vertising executive Ni-
tish Agarwal arrived

home from office one late night,
he found his wife Rupa sprawled
on the bed, gasping for breath.
She had consumed about 80
tablets of a strong sedative.

Rupa, a small-town girl, had

been pushed to the brink by
loneliness and the sheer in-
ability to cope with the stress of
living in a big, indifferent city.
\‘\gnrr}ringl},r. more and more
eople living in India are crum-
Eling under the combined Eres—
sures of unemployment, high-
stress jobs and lncreasin%IF
complicated relationships. lll-
ness and drug abuse too con-
tribute heavily to the toll.

Many, like Rupa, find their
only escape in death. The latest
figures compiled by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) for 1996 reveal that
there has been a shocking 62.34
per cent increase in the number
of suicides in India since 1986.

The NCRB statistics indicate
that the most common reasons
for committing suicide are ill-
ness, famil
abuse and failure in examina-
tions and love.

As many as 20.14 per cent of
all suicides are a result of de-
pression caused by illness,
while "family problems" are the
reason for 18.88 per cent. Al-
though the NCRB does not spec-
ify the nature of the "family
problems”, doctors say spousal
and interpersonal friction are
the most common.

problems, drug

Moushumi Mohanty writes from New Delhi

One reason for this. [eels
Sanjay Chug, a Delhi-based
neuropsychiatrist, is "the
breakdown of the Indian (joint)
family system". With the grad-
ual disappearance of the joint
family and the growth of nu-
clear families, the "emotional
support structure” is vanishing.
As a result, most people tend to
isolate themselves, keeping in-
teraction with others to a min-
imum.

They also "invest" most of
their emotions in one person,
making them all the more vul-
nerable if anything goes wrong
with that relationship. "Sui-
cides are mainly caused by
alienation that leads to help-
lessness, and (this) is slowly be-
coming a part of the cultural
fabric in India,” says Chug.

“What these people need is a
hand to hold on to." says Jyoti,
a member volunteer with
Snehi, a counselling centre in
Delhi. When depression sets in,
even a not-so-major problem
appears to take on monstrous
dimensions.

"This often leads to a sense
of worthlessness, as meaning
structures crumble,” says
Arvind Mishra, who teaches

s chululgy at Delhi's Jamia
iflia Islamia, and is also a
volunteer with Snehi.

Devidutt Chopra's difficul-
ties began the day he took a few
puffs from a friend, who was
addicted ta drugs. The harmless
first puff led to others, and soon

he became an addict himself. As
#result, his career suflered and
he was emotionally on the
brink. ;

‘He was saved while trying to
jump out of a moving train.

"All these cases follow more
or less the same pattern. A
combination of worthlessness,
hopelessness and helplessness
finally leads to conscious plan-
ning of strategies to die," analy-
ses Chug. "The mind of a person
trying to commit suicide is like
a software gone wrong."

What makes it difficult is
when the mind begins to read
suicide as a positive move.

Surinder Singh had always
been unhappy about the fact
that he cquld not earn enough
money for his family. By decid-
ing to end his life, "he thought
‘he would be doing them a favour
— one mouth less to feed,” says
NCRB director Sharda Prasad.

Singh, a junior policeman
working under Prasad when he
was posted in the northeastern
city of Guwahati. shot himself
dead with the thought that he
had given his life for a worthy
cause.

Even when thoughts of
death are predominant, there is
a constant battle gninf on be-
tween the "forces" lor and
against the extreme act. "It is
here that any help can be pro-
vided. It is necessary to tap the
positive forces and empower
them,” says Arvinder Singh,
counsellor with the prestigious

Stalker of India

Indian Institute of Technology
in Delhi.

"We cannot hf:lE ;i)euple who
do not want to be helped.” says
Raj Dagur, who heads the crisis
prevention unit in Sanjeevini,
a Delhi-based suicide preven-
tion centre which has been in
operation for 22 years now and
tackles nearly 1,000 cases every
year.

"The fact that a person is
seeking help from us means
that he does not want to die. He
wants our help,” says Kavita

Gupta, senior counsellor with
Sanjeevini.

Intriguingly, the relatively
more literate states report more
instances of suicides. The list is
headed by Goa, with a 42.23 per
cent suicide rate, Kerala follows
with 25.82 per cent, West Bengal
with 18.92 per cent and Kar-
nataka with an 18.10 per cent
suicide rate.

"All this is related to unem-
loyment and pressures of ur-
an life," says Jyoti. States with

high literacy rates like Kerala
and West Bengal are dodged by
such problems as there there
are never enough jobs for ev-
eryone. According to Chug,
there are certain preferences in
the kind of strategies employed
by people who try to commit
suicide.

"Women prefer painless
ways of death. A woman is more
likely to take sleeping pills,
while a man may shoot himself
or jump from a high altitude.”

he says. — IANS



