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Libregts finally
signs contract

ABUJA, Oct 12 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Dutchman Thijs Li-
bregts finally signed a four-year
contract on Monday to coach
Nigeria's national soccer team.

"From our own assessment
he is the best candidate most
suitable for this appointment
and that is why he was ap-
pointed,” said Nigeria Football
Association chairman Abdul-
mumini Aminu after the con-
tract, which has been the sub-
ject of months of negotiation,
was signed in the capital Abuja.

Under the terms of the con-
tract, which will be reviewed af-
ter two years, Libregts will get a
salary of $30,000 per month

lus a one-off signing fee of

150,000 in addition to al-
lowances for travel and hous-
ing.

glﬂj.rniru.i said all the demands
of Libregts had been met by the
FA and expressed confidence in
the ability of the former Dutch
national coach to improve on
Nigeria's current soccer stand-
ing.

gﬁs the sixth foreign coach to
handle Nigeria in six years, his
immediate task is to raise a
team to qualify for the Africa
Nations' Cup scheduled to take
place in Zimbabwe in 2000.

PSG coach in

want of Ginola

PARIS, Oct 12 (Reuters/ In-
' ternet): New Paris St Germain
coach Artur Jorge, who replaced
Alain Giresse last week, said on
Monday he would like to re-sign
former PSG winger David Gi-
nola, currently enjoying some
outstanding form with Totten-
ham Hotspur in England.

"We'll discuss a possible
joker calmly this week with
club officials. I know Ginola
would like to return to PSG but,
to tell you the truth, I haven't
talked to him yet," he said.

Jorge coached Ginola at PSG
in 1994, the last time the
Parisians won the French do-
mestic crown.

Ginola then left for England,
where he spent two years at
Newcastle United before joining
Spurs last season.

Ginola was the one outstand-
ing player as Tottenham battled
against relegation last season,
and has maintained his form in
the premier league this season
although he is yet to score.

However, with Tottenham
recently appointing the pra%l-
matic George Graham as coach,
there has been some specula-
tion that Ginola could leave
Spurs.

Graham though, already un-
popular with certain sections of
the Spurs fans because of his
connections with-their arch-ri-
vals Arsenal, would probably
not rush into off-loading Tot-
tenham’'s most popular player
immediately.

Jorge meanwhile, on his
first day at the head of the
troubled Parisian side, cur-
rently 12th in the French first
division standings. said he
would retain the staff, which
had been named around Giresse
at the start of the season.

But he added current Le
Havre trainer Denis Troch, who
would act as his assistant, could
soon join him.

The whole Parisian team
will leave the French capital on
Tuesday for the nearby castle of
- Lesigny where Brazil stayed
during last summer's World

Cup.

the En

PARIS, Oct
(AFP): One.month
into the two-year
IE_:l.l.m 2000 qu?ll-

ing campaign
a‘?rd %wu of tlfe p%c-
tournament favo-urites, Eng-
land and Germany, are already

being written off.
Both teams have followed up

. their disappointing World Cup

performances with a disastrous
start to the Euro competition.

England, who lost their first
match in Sweden 2-1, were
booed off the pitch on Sunday
when they were held to a dour 0-
0 draw at Wembley by Bulgaria.

And Germany, the defending
Euro champions, made the
worst’ possible start to the tour-
nament when they were humil-
iated by a 1-0 defeat in Turkey.

Little wonder that managers
Glenn Hoddle and Erich
Ribbeck are desperately hoping
for a major change in fortune to
restore credibility when their
::icams play again on Wednes-

ay.

| yLast July, England’'s Hoddle
was at pains to tell anyone will-
ing to listen that his side's sec-
ond-round World Cup exit was
due to "bad luck" — albeit of a
kind which has dogged England
sides on a curiously regular ba-
sis since their 1966 World Cup
triumph.

Certainly the defeat on
penalties inilicted by Argentina
at France 98 was cruel — but
Hoddle's men have hardly been
looking like potential world-
beaters. |

The latest setbacks have left
the English fans' patience at
breaking point and the dismal
draw against Bulgaria has
prompted a welter of vitriolic
criticism. ; -

Cluelles England's and "We've
Hodd enough' were two of the
kinder headlines in the British
press on Sunday following the
Wembley flop.

One correspondent claimed
that Hoddle's side, far from be-
ing capable of taking on the
world's best, could not have
beaten the Isle of Man.

England now face practi-
cally the next best thing — they
take on the part-timers of Lux-
embourg.

But although the result of
such a match would have been
considered a foregone conclu-
sion a few weeks ago, that is no
longer the case.

Nevertheless Hoddle is hop-
ing injured Arsenal stalwart
Tony Adams will be fit and
back in this side alongside
David Beckham, who was sus-

gl

ded for the Bulgaria match.
But his midfield will still be
without Liverpool players Paul
Ince and Jamie PP-
Both are suspended — a
‘pointer to a growing indisci-
pline in the England camp.
Ince is serving out a three-
match ban for a red card in
Sweden and the comments he
made thereafter to the referee,
and Redknapp picked up one
caution too many on Sunday by
fouling Milen Petkov.
"Jamie's out and that's a

blow for us because I thought he
did quite well," said Hoddle.
| e have a few injury

and some knocks and bruises.
Two points have slipped by but |
believe we can still qualify.”

That may not be the case,
however, given the confident
starts made by both the Swedes
and early group leaders Poland
who have yet to lose a match.

Germany's Ribbeck can
shrug off some of the blame for
the loss against Turkey by
pointing out that he has onl
{ust taken over at the helm fol-
owing the dismissal of Berti
Vogts. But he is clearly aware
that his players must turn
things around against Moldova
in midweek.

Ribbeck's new broom failed
to sweep any lustre into his side
in Bursa, where the Turks gar-
nered all of the points when
keeper Oliver Kahn spooned
Hakan Sukur's header over the
line — and his main problem is
that he faces a generation gap.

Old stalwarts such as Juer-
gen Klinsmann have left the
scene and others, such as Lother
Matthaeus, are only stop-gap

solutions — not the men for the ’

future.

Although the Turks may fail
to last the pace in Group Three
Germany will be in dire straits
if they fail to win again om
Wednesday. Saturday’s loss was
only the second time they have
ever been beaten in an opening
match in world or European

ualifiers. The only other time
that has ever happened was
against Northern Ireland in
Euro 1984 — but they recovered
to qualify.

Ribbeck may be nicknamed

'‘Sir' for his stern demeanour,
but nobody will be giving him
any knighthoods for services to
German football unless he stops
the rot — and soon.

"Football has its ups and
downs," Ribbeck acknowledged
on Sunday, "But there are
plenty more points to go for."

It was a comment worthy of
Hoddle.

+ Spain, still smarting from
their opening round World Cup
exit, are another side who have
known happier times.

On Wednesday, they play Is-
rael, another foregone conclu-
sion before the tournament, but
that was before they lost to
Cyprus 3-2 in their first quali-
fyir%jmatch.

e new Spanish coach Jose
Antonio Camacho went some
way to restoring morale with a
friendly win over Russia three
weeks ago — but Wednesday will
be a serious test.

As Hoddle, Ribbeck and Ca-
macho ponder how to steady
their buffeted ships, all seems
sweetness and light again for
world champions France and
Italy.

. The Italians head group one
courtesy of Alessandro Del
Piero's two goals against
Switzerland which ended a five-
month drought in front of goal.

Coach Dino Zoff almost
dropped the Juventus striker,
but Del Piero emerged from his
nightmare World Cup by scor-
ing two brilliant goals.

"There have been a lot of dif-

ficult times recemntly, but I can |

romise you that I never got
Fﬂghten or gave up. I've just
kept doing what 1 had to do,”
said Del Piero.

Del Piero's goals were just
the tonic his countrymen
needed with Italian football
currently in turmoil following
damaging accusations about
dope-testing procedures.

Italy have a night off
Wednesday while Switzerland

and struggling Denmark,
beaten by Wales on Saturday,
slug it out.

ales host Belarus.

France look well-placed in
Group Four after doing to Rus-
sia what they failed to do when
they were held by Iceland in
their pervious qualifying
match — taking all three points
with a hard-earned 3-2 win in
which Arsenal youngster Nico-
las Anelka was outstanding.

Wednesday should be an easy
match for the world champions
when they face Andorra while
Ukraine, who play Armenia,
remain the group pace-setters
and could give France their
toughest test.

Monaco striker Thierry
Henry was recalled to the
French squad on Sunday as a
replacement when Arsenal
midfielder Emmanuel Petit was
ruled unfit for Wednesday after
suffering a thigh injury in
Moscow.

Penarol fail to make it six

&

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Oct 12 (Reuters/
Internet): Penarol
were denied a cha-
nce to win their
sixth consecutive
Uruguayan title when they lost
3-2 to River Plate. The title will
now be settled between their
great rivals Nacional and mod-
est Rentistas.

There were spectacular
games in Brazil, where Atletico
Mineiro and Botafogo drew 5-5,
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and Bolivia where Real Potosi,
a club that boasts one of the
world's highest stadiums, beat
Chaco Petrolero 6-5.

Penarol, who have won the
Uruguayan championship for
the last five years, saw their run
come to an end at the weekend
when they lost 3-2 to modest
River Plate, namesake of the
more famous Argentine club.

Too add insult to injury,
former Penarol players Martin
Rodriguez and Diego Aguirre
scored two of the River goals.

Penarol are four points be-
hind Rentistas in the Clausura,
the second stage of the champi-
onship, with just one game re-
maining for each team. They
needed to win the Clausura to
claim a place in the final
against arch-rivals Nacional,
winners of the Apertura (first
stage).

Rentistas beat Huracan
Buceo 1-0 and opened up a two

int lead over Nacional, who
were held to a 0-0 against mod-
est Liverpool.

If Rentistas win the Clausura
next weekend, they will play off
against Nacional for the title. If
Nacional win the Clausura,
they take the title automati-
cally.

In any case, Uruguayan f{oot-
ball, which has been struggling
financially for years, will now
be deprived the possibility of a
lucrative Penarol-Nacional
clash in the final, a best of three
play-off.

Penarol have won the title
45 times, against 35 Nacional
and 16 for all the other teams
combined.

In Brazil, Atletico Mineiro
and Botafogo drew 5-5 in one of
the most remarkable matches
in Brazilian championship his-
tory.

Botafogo led 2-0 at halftime,

.off in the first le

advantage.

Santos, who had two players
and coach Emerson Leao sent
of the Con-
mebol Cup final last Wednes-
day, had defenders Sandro and
Elber dismissed in their 3-1 de-
feat by Vasco da Gama.

Corinthians, who have
taken one point out of 15,
dropped to fourth after a 4-1 de-
feat away to Flamengo and now
face a week without coach Van-

- derley Luxemburgo, who is in

charge of the national team for
Wednesday's friendly against
Ecuador in Washington.

Palmeiras remained top
thanks to a 1-0 win over Inter-
nacional, courtesy of a free kick
from Paraguayan full-back
Francisco Arce. The top eight
teams qualify for the quarter-
finals.

In Argentina, Martin
Palermo's 11th goal of the
championship helped Boca Ju-
niors extend their lead to six
points in the Argentine Aper-
tura championship, which the
halfway mark at the weekend.

Unbeaten Boca, for whom
Jose- Basualdo and Guillermo
Barros Schelotto also scored,
won 3-0 away to Colon and have
dropped only six points in ten
games.,

They are six points ahead of
Racing Club, Gimnasia-La Plata
and Lanus. River Plate won
only their second game when
thgy came from behind to beat
Ferro Carril Oeste 4-1.

In Mexico, Cruz Azul ex-
tended their unbeaten run in
the Mexican Invierno (Winter)
championship to 11 games as
they beat group rivals Guadala-
jara 2-1 thanks to an injury
time goal from Argentine
striker Mauro Camoranesi.

Cruz Azul, who extended
their lead in group one to four

Jamaica just
miss out

KINGSTON, Jamaica. Oct 12:
Jamaica scored a bitter-sweet
five-run victory over Barbados
in the Red Stripe Bowl cricket
match at Sabina Park Sunday,
failing to advance to the semi-
finals because of the superior
Ripn-mte of the Bajans, reports

Barbados, the Leeward Is-
lands and Jamaica all finished
on six points, but Jamaica lost
out on one of the semifinals
from Zone Two after failing to
bowl out Barbados for under
197 runs.

Chasing Jamaica's score of
209 for nine made in 50 overs,
Barbados scored 204 for nine in
49 overs. Because they failed to
complete their 50 overs before 1
pm, match officials subtracted
one over from the Barbados
innings. '

Barbados were coasting at
105 for two in the 24th over
with captain Philo Wallace in
full flight when he was contro-'
versially given run out by um-
pire Ro alcolm.

Wallace seemed to have
made his ground attempting a
second run, but Malcolm ruled
that he fell just short. Wallace

made 59 with typical aggres-
sion, clouting one six and eight
fours off 73 deliveries.

A fourth wicket stand of 29
between the experienced Roland
Holder and Courtney Browne
steadied the Bajan innings but
when Holder was fifth out,
bowled by legspinner Bryan
Murphy for 27, the Barbadian
innings went into decline, set-
ting the stage for an exciting
finish.

However, aggressive batting
from the Barbados lower order
saw their team past the 197 tar-
get and a place in the semifinals
where they will play either
Guyana or Trinidad and To-

Earlier, the Jamaican bat-
ting once again failed to deliver
the goods after captain James
Adams won the toss and decided
to bat first. Only in-form
Wavell Hinds, who made 47,
looked comfortable against the
Bajan attack and it took a late-
order flourish from Nehemiah
Perry (31) and Murphy who fin-
ished unbeaten on 36 to see
them to a respectable total.

Chilavert
thinking of
Liverpool
TOKYO. Oct 12 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Extrovert Paraguayan
goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert
may be on his way to the En-

glish Premier League to sign for
Liverpool.

Chilavert, 33. who captained
his country at the World Cup in
France and plays for Velez
Sarsfield in Argentina, told re-
porters in Tokyo that he was
considering an offer to join the
Merseyside giants.

According to Chilavert, Liv-
erpool’s first approach followed
soon after the World Cup in July
but was turned down by his
club.

Chilavert is well-known for
scoring goals from free kicks
and penalties -- he has scored
over 30 for club and country
during his career -- and is also
one of the world's top goalkeep-
ers.

In Tokyo on Saturday, how-

na . =
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ever, he was beaten three times
by a Japanese striker who
couldn’t even win a place in his
country's World Cup squad.
Atsushi Yanagisawa, a 21-
year-old striker with the
Kashima Antlers, scored all
three goals as a Japanese Xl
beat a World Xl 3-1 in the J-
League's Jomo Cup exhibition
match in front of 47,020 fans at

...........

Heineken

o

Pﬁ.‘f e oA

1% DOLLARS

DHAKA TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1998

S

g e T

: & .
H-LW{-"LE{{ ﬁwj; T#ﬂ« 1‘£¢;¢_ f’i"':‘”ﬁ'

Sport
A morith of mudiess for e
ish & Germans

S . e R
S R e R

s T4 Firid usvs ¥4
Ty eeley {oed T&*“Mg*ﬁ? St

e e A

e

stk T
-'I.-- ' - - _-. ) e
R gt
o A Y "
L

-

n ia's leading doubles pair of Leander Paes (R) and Mahesh Bhupathi holding the

Heineken Open Trophy and winners cheque of 21,830 dollars after their final against

Australians Todd Woodbridge and Mark Woodforde at

won 6-4, 6-7, 7-6.

Shanghai yesterday. The Indians

— AFP photo

UNDATED, Oct 12
(Reuters/AFP/Int
ernet). England
coach Glenn Hod-
dle, under fire to
quit after some di-
sappointing results, received
support from three top figures
in British soccer during the last
two days — former national
team assistant manager Lawrie
McMenemy and top strikers
Alan Shearer and Michael
Owen.

Owen gave Hoddle a vote of
confidence on Monday after the
disappointing 0-0 draw with
Bulgaria in Saturday's Euro-
pean championship qualifier.

"It's obvious that the crowd
was not happy and were booing.
It's obvious what some people
think but | don't feel that per-
sonally. He's the right man for
the job,” Owen told a news con-
ference.

"l think the players were
partly to blame for the perfor-
mance. The manager's put a
team on the pitch and you don't
see many people before a game
complaining about the team se-
lection.

'l can't see why virtually ev-
ery bit of the blame is hea on
the manager when it's the play-
ers who have stepped out on the
pitch.” the teenager said.

Defender Gareth Southgate

also came to Hoddle': defence,
saying that England's poor
form in their last two games
was largely a matter of confi-
dence. :
"So much of it is to do with
confidence. If you're getting the
results, players are Iree tg ex-,
press themselves. | don't think
it is down to the coach, to be
fair.”

Captain Shearer on Sunday
insisted the under-fire national
coach still has the support
backing of the plagers.

Shearer, whose much
vaunted partnership with
World Cup sensation Owen
again failed to deliver, claimed
that Hoddle was still the man to
carry the nation's hopes.

The Newcastle striker urged
for matters to be put into per-

oddlé shown

spective 'and said: "Only two
games ago g;:upla were sayin
that with a bit of luck we coul
have won the World Cup." .

According to Shearer, Hod-
dle still has the full support of
the squad.

Shearer said: "The players
are still motivated by Glenn
Hoddle, there's absolutely no
doubt about that. The manager
has got the players backing 100
per cent.

"He shouldn't have to ask
that question of us — and I don't
thin he will. We all still believe
in him.

ALAN SHEARER

"But it's not just him we owe
a performance to on Wednes-
day. We owe one to ourselves
and the fans. We owe England a
performance.”

As the media campaign call-
ing for Hoddle to resign gath-
ered momentum McMenemy,
the Northern Ireland manager
said: "Glenn is strong-minded
and single-minded.

“If he can get it together and
get a result (in the next match
against Luxembour on

ednesday), it will not alleviate
everything but it will get the
team on the way."

Saturday’s stalemate cast a
huge question mark over Eng-
land's chances of qualifying for

Sunday apers all cas-
tigated the former interna-
tional midfielder and his team
and most called for the coach to

uit.
a “The time has come for Hod-
dle to be honest with himself
and the country by acting before

it's too late,” said the S on
Sunday, "Resign. If not he
should be sacked.”

McMenemy, who was assis-
tant England manager under
Graham Taylor as well as a suc-
cessful club manager at
Suuthamgtun in the 1970s and
1980s, added: "The pressure is
now tremendous on the players. .
The result was not good for Eng-
land. ; i

"Now e expect them to
thrash Lﬁg%bﬂur?mcr: are
no easy games, you ﬁ?(nnﬁ game
at a time when it is like that.”

Hoddle, whose team lost
their opening Group Five quali-
fier 2-1 to Sweden last month,
has just a few days to get his
team in the right frame of mind
before the Luxembourg clash.
The papers made depressing
reading for the squad on Sun-
day.

}:‘Nuw Hoddle should lose his
job," the people said in a back
page editorial.

e news of the World .said:
"England were a disgrace. They
were clueless, hopeless and

ormless. It is h to imagine

ow Hoddle can continue as
coach after failing to inspire
his side."

But Welsh coach Bobby
Gould, buoyant after his team
upset Denmark 2-1 in Copen-
hagen on Saturday, said the re-
sults of the British teams this
weekend needed to be put into
perspective.

"No one got beaten," said
Gould who himself-faced fierce
criticism before Saturday's re-
sult. "I think people don't go
into the results with enough
depth.”

Hoddle suffered a further
setback when key defender
Tony Adams, who missed Sat-
urday's game because of aback
injury, remained unavailable.

-~ el  ANDORRA, Oct 12
[Reuters/ Inter-
net): Andorran
layers are thri-
led to meet world
: champions Fran-
ce on Wednesday at the Stade de
France, an arena with more
seats than their tiny princi-
pality has inhabitants.

"l can't wait to be in Paris
and see the stadium from the
pitch,” said defender Richard
Imbernon ahead of their Euro-
pean championship group four
qualifier, on paper one of the
most unbalan clashes in the
history of soccer.

Andorra, a small territory
with a pﬂlpulatiun of 66,000 at
the foot of the Pyrenees between
Spain and France, launched
their own federation in 1994
and became affiliated to FIFA
two years later.

ey are taking part in their
first big international tourna-
ment and are more than aware
that their chances are dim.

Brazilian coach Manoel
Miluir, who played for Vasco da
Gama in his home country, does

ditions in this land of the tax-
free. -

"As far as money is con-
cerned it is a change from favel-
las (shanty towns)," he told the
news agency in an interview.
"But if [ were cynical [ would say
that the national sport here is
opening and closing the cash
box."

Had federation president
Francesc Vila not been in the
building trade, Andorra would
have struggled to find a pitch.
There is very little flat land in
the area and where there is
some, a duty free shop is built
upon it. _

The stadium is small but
meets required standards. An-
dorra entertained Ukraine on
the pitch last week and did well
to limit defeat to 2-0.

Miluir doubled the usual
training load last week, holdin
two practice sessions instead o
one. Unfortunately these were
held partly in the dark as the
stadium's floodlights are used
only on match day to save
mune¥.

Miluir's main problem is

le of a tiny territory

simply finding players.

"There are about a thousand
players affiliated to the federa-
tion but only 50 Andorrans,
Among those only 32 play at a
decent level," he said.

"In all 1 can only really
count on about 18 players.”

There are six professionals
in the squad, playing in Spain
or Portugal in the second divi-
sion. Striker Emiliano Gonza-
lez-Arquez is a postman and
teamn captain Jesus Lucendo-
Heredia sells tobacco in the
mountains and has been dubbed
"the smuggler”.

Wednesday's encounter with
France will not be Andorra's
first match against world
champions. Last June, shortly
before the World Cup finals,
they hosted holders Brazil and
lost 3-0.

"That day we lost but we also
lost our inferiority complex.”
Imbernon said.

He said his team, who won a

sympathy

friendly against Estonia two
years ago, would be ready to
take their chances if they had
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