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DU BCL's council

session tomorrow

By Mahbub Zaman

The Dhaka University unit
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) will hold its council ses-
sion tomorrow to elect new
leaders for the next one year.

The council session is being
held after four years. The last
session was held in July 1994 in
which a three-member commit-
tee was formed.

The three-mmember commit-
tee comprising a president, a
general secretary and an organ-
ising secretary ran the DU unit
BCL for the last four years. No
full-fledged commitiee of the
unit was formed so far. This
time BCL activists are expecting
a full-fledged committee,

"This time we want a full-
fledged committee of the DU
unit of BCL," said an activist.

Meanwhile, councils of all
hall units have been completed
without any major untoward
incident except the one at the
Sir A F Rahman Hall where
some "dissatisfied” activists
ransacked the council venue
after announcement of the
committee by DU unit president
of BCL Bahadur Bepari.

Shahjalal varsity
students withdraw

hunger strike

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 12: Twenty-five
students, who began hunger
strike yesterday morning at the
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology broke their fast
this afternoon after assurance
from the VC that their demands
will be mel.

The students under the ban-
ner of All Party Students Unity
had been pressing for scrapping
of the committee which was
formed to probe the untoward
incident that took place on the
campus on September 6.

Kamaluddin steps
aside from FBCCI
election

Vice-president candidate
and Chittagong Chamber presi-
dent Kamaluddin Ahmed for
the October 15 FBCCI election
has withdrawn from the race
yesterday, reports UNB,

M A Munim, backed by Syl-

het Chamber, is the lone candi-
date for the post to be elected
unopposed from the chambers
group.
- Explaining the reason to
FBCCI Election Board for his
withdrawal, Kamaluddin said
he preferred to avoid country-
wide election campaign that en-
tails time and energy which are
needed more for the flood rav-
aged economy.

Jamaat

From Page 1

"But we'll visit the hunger
strikers and express solidarity
with their causes”. Quamruz-
zamarn said.

Talking to The Daily Star,
BNP Joint Secretary General
Haris Chowdhury admitted that
the Jamaat had taken an excep-
tion to the programme of the
seven-party. But he hastened to
add the Jamaat leaders would
turn up at the hunger strike
venue to express their solidar-
ity.

- Meanwhile, BNP has
planned a massive campaign
aimed at involving various so-
cial forces in the hunger strike.
To this end. the party would or-
ganise public gatherings and
group discussions and dis-
tribute leaflets in each and ev-
ery area of the capital, a joint
meeting of BNP and its front or-
ganisations decided last night.

The party has also started
seeking support of different
professional groups for the
mass hunger strike, said Haris
Chowdhury.

Munshigan;
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colleges and madrasahs had
been turned into flood shelters

during the deluge. The district's
total population is 11,88387.

A total of 81 people and 1745
cattlehead died during the two
month-long flood. Of the 307

km roads and highways af-
fected by the flood, 165 km were
damaged totally. Seven bridges
and culverts were damaged to-
tally and 297 were damaged
partia]l&'_

The tlood also damaged four
educational institutions totally
and 704 partially. The number
of damaged trees is 1,74,752.

Munshiganj is one of the
worst flood hit districts. As the
district is surrounded by three
major rivers — the Padma,
Meghna and Dhaleshwari —
vast areas went under water.

All the six thanas — Mun-
shiganj Sadar, Tongibari, Sira-
jdikhan, Lohojang., Srinagar
and Gazaria — have been al-
fected by the flood. The number
of affected unions is 67, cover-
ing an area of 841 square km.
The flood also affected standin
crops on around 50,000 acres o
land in the district.

There are several hundred
rice mills, cold storages and
knitting mills producing nylon
yarn and fishing net in the dis-
trict. As the flood water rose
unusually, these became inop-
erative. About 50,000 workers
of these rice mills and cold
storages became jobless.

The BCL committee at Zahu-
rul Haq Hall was elected
through wvote. Committees in
other halls were selected on the
basis of consensus.

Potential candidates for the
post of president of the DU unit
commiitee are Sazzad Hossain,
Mihir Kanti Ghosal, Abdul
Aleemn, Syed Nurul Islam, Igbal
Hossain., Sheikh Nowsher
Alam Heera, Saleh Mohammad
Tutul.

The candidates for the post
of general secretary are Biplob
Sarkar., Anisur Rahman
Sarkar Litu. Sumon Jahid,
Mahfuzur Rahman.

Some activists of BCL talk-
ing to The Daily Star said that
they want to see "political ele-
ments” in the committee. "We do
not want to see any armed cadre
in the committee”, said an ac-
tivist.

The BCL central committee
has, meanwhile, changed some
party rules. According to the
new rules, no married student
will be a member of the com-
mittee. Anybody above the age
of 27 will not be accommodated
in the committee.

The council of the central
committee of BCL will be held
on October 22,

Jyoti assures smooth
transportation of

rice from India

West Bengal Chiel Minister
Jyoti Basu has assured
Bangladesh of full assistance
and support in smooth trans-
Pnrtatiﬂn of rice being imported
rom India, reports UNB.

The assurance came when
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to India C M Shafi Sami
met the Chief Minister of West
Bengal at his office yesterday.

Jyoti Basu felicitated the
Bangladesh government for ef-
fectively handling the recent
devastating floods in the coun-
oy, 7

List of VGF card
holders yet to be

completed in SylhetJ

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET. Oct 12: The local
authorities are yel to complete
preparation of the list of the
VGF card holders of Sylhet dis-
trict the deadline ended today.
Even, list from a single union
parishad is yet to reach the dis-
trict headquarters, said a dis-
trict official this afternoon.

The officials informed that
the government had sanctioned
80,300 VGF cards for the 98
unions under 11 thanas of the
district and 15 wards of Sylhet
Pourashava for the month of
QOctober. The 13-member union
level committees are to prepare
the lists with the advice {from
the concerned MP. The lists are
to reach the TNOs office and
then to the Deputy Commis-
sioner's office. The Foreign
Minister who is in charge of the
district is also to approve the
lists, said the official.

Essentials
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was selling at Tk 19 against Tk
20 to 21 15 days back and IRRI
at Tk 15 to 16 against its previ-
ous price of Tk 16 to 17.

Price of another variety of
rice, minicat, increased to Tk
19 a kg against its previous
price of Tk 18.

Winter vegetables such as
cabbage, cauliflower, tomato
and carrot have begun to arrive
in the city market. A small cab-
bage or a cauliflower was sell-
ing at Tk 10 to 15, tomato at Tk
48 to 60 a kg, beans at Tk 55 to
60 and carrot at Tk 24 a kg,

Prices of cucumber, green
chili and pulses have increased.
One kg of masur was selling at
Tk 40, up by Tk four per kg, and
moog at Tk 44 against its previ-
ous price of Tk 40. Price of green
chili increased by Tk 10 a kg
and was selling at Tk 60 and cu-
cumber at Tk 28 per kg.

Onion is selling at Tk 36.
Prices of zinger stabilised at Tk
40 per I{F. sugar at Tk 33, soy-
abean oil at Tk 54-55 and garlic
at Tk 56 to Tk 60-a kg.

Prices of patal, rosh and
chichinga were still high. Patal

was selling at Tk 20 per kg,
dherosh at Tk 28 and chichinga
at Tk 24.

Kibria
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buy additional amount of food
due to the floods, we’ll have to
spend additional amount of
foreign currency. So, to keep the
country capable of buying the
additional food and keep a sta-
ble reserve situation, its a
preparatory step.”

The Finance Minister said
the reserve was 1870.35 million
US dollar as on September 29
compared to 1637 million dol-
lar on the same date in 1997.

"The balance of payment sit-
uation is definitely favourable,”
he added.

The government sought a
total of 8560 million US dollar
to meet the emergency need and
rehabilitation costs. So far, it
received a commitment of 213
million dollar as emergency
aid, including food aid.

He said commitments for the
rehabilitation programme are
yet to come as the donors are
still assessing the needs.
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Bangabandhu Murder Case |

Neither ML nor Indemnity Ordn
can protect killers: SPP

Neither the maftial law nor
the Indemnity Ordinance can
protect the killers of Banga-
bandhu, the Special Public
Prosecutor told the court in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case, re-
ports UNB.

Brushing aside the defence
argument, Advocate Serajul
Huq yesterday said that neither
the martial law proclamation
nor the Indemnity Ordinance
made any provision to protect
the killers of Bangabandhu and
others,

On the second day of his
closing argument, the prosecu-
tion counsel said the Constitu-
tion was not abrogated when
Khandaker Mushtag Ahmed
promulgated martial law on
August 20, 1975 giving effect
from August 15.

About the judgement of a
Pakistan court in the Dooso
case cited by defence that mar-
tial law is a legal legislation, he
said the difference between the
martial law promulgated by
Gen Ayub Khan in 1958 and the
one in 1975 was that Ayub
Khan's martial law had an-
nulled the constitution, but this
did not happen in Bangladesh.

Huq said the judgement in
the Dooso case was based on the
1958 martial law, and more-
over, that judgement was later
overruled g]:-,r another Pakistani
court in the Asma Jilani case.

As the 1975 martial law
proclamation kept the Consti-
tution in force, so the murder of
the President (Bangabandhu)
was not protected. he argued.

The proclamation of 1975
did not make any regulation or
rules in conflict with Article 31
(right to protection of law) and
Article 32 (protection of right to
life and personal libertE] of the
constitution. As such these
constitutional provisions were
alive before and from the time
the proclamation was made, he
said citing a judgement of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh.

"It can be safely argued that
at no stage did the proclama-

tion empower any person the
right to take away the life of
any person or the power to de-
prive anybody of the right to en-
joy protection of law."

Hugq submitted that although
martial law is supra constitu-
tional, vet the martial law in
1975 itself kept alive the Arti-
cles 31 and 32.

"So, the killing of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujib and his
family members was not autho-
rised or protected by the
proclamation ... Articles 31 and
32 remained intact even though
the martial law was in force.”
the prosecutor told the court.

Moreover, he mentioned. in
the proclamation it was said
that with the mercy of
Almighty Allah and the bless-
ings of the people, he (Mushtaq)
has taken over the power of the
fovernment. "But nowhere Llie

illing of the President was
mentioned.”

This proclamation does nol
cover the murder as Mushtaqg
had taken over power with the
mercy of Allah and the bless-
ings of people, he argued.

Citing another judgement,
Huq said even the proceedings
of martial law court were not
immune to interference. Mush-
tagq. himself convicted by a
martial law court, was later ac-
quitted by the Supreme Court.

About a defence argument
that the August 15 killings en-
joyed protection of the Indem-
nity Ordinance, he said: "In-
demnity Ordinance was another
fraud done by Mushtaq Ahmed.
In the ordinance, nowhere it
was specifically expressed that

" killings were protected.”

"Any act is not every act,’
Huq argued saying that the
words "any act, matter or thing
done or step taken” do not
specifically mention that the
killing of a person is specifi-
cally protected by these words.
"Rights under Articles 31 and 32
cannot be taken away except by
express legislation.”

Besides, the prosecutor told

the court, a condition was added
to the ordinance that anyone
wanting to get protection by
this ordinance will require to
take a certificate. But the ac-
cused did not take any such cer-
tificate from President Mush-
taq. he said.

"As the certificate was a con-
dition of the ordinance to get
protection, they (killers) will
not get an{' benetit,” he argued.

He further told the court that
the Indemnity (Repeal) Act has
categorically said that such a
law (indemnity) never existed
and the Appellate Division also
upheld that.

Mushtaq felt the necessity of

Indemnity Ordinance in
September, 1975 alter realising
that the martial law proclama-
tion announced a month back
will not cover the killings, but
did not dare to mention in the

ordinance that murder of
Bangabandhu will be protected,
Huq said.

He submitted that the 5th
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which gave a blanket
cover to martial law, was ruled
out by the Supreme Court in the
8th Amendment case.

Huq said the Appellate Divi-
sion in the 8th amendment case
held that no amendment can be
inserted in the Constitution
"against the spirnt, basic struc-
ture and the principles of Rule
of Law" as set out in the pream-
ble of the Constitution.

"So. from this judgement, we
can say you just cannot include
anything in the Constitution,’

Concluding his argument on
the points of martial law and
Indemnity Ordinance, he said:
The prosecution case stands
unaffected by the proclamation
and the Indémnity Ordinance
Rather, Lthe argumernt ol the de-
fence on this point is uraccept-
able and has no legal vahdity."

The Special Public Prosecu-
tor is expected to rest his clos-
ing argument when the court of
District and Sessions Judge
Kazi Golam Rasul resumes at 10
am today.
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The winner-snﬂ IBHHB Nobel Medicize. (From leﬂ:j: Prof Robert -

Louis J Ignarro and Prof Ferid Murad.

Nobel Prize
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cause the relaxation lets blood
flow in. The wildly popular Via-
gra is designed to increase nitric
oxide's effect.

The winners' research has
sparked studies on a wide range
of new drugs, including those
that can be used in the treat-
ment of atherosclerosis and
shock.

Studies also show that white
blood cells use the gas to kill in-
fectious invaders, and to defend
against tumours. This has led to
tests to see whether nitric oxide
could be used to halt tumour
growth. |

"It was a sensation that this
simple common air pollutant . .
. could exert important func-
tions" in animals and people,
said the Karolinska Institute,
which awards the prize.

Nitric oxide is different from
nitrous oxide, better known as
lau%lﬁlng gas.

e medicine prize was the
second of the six Nobels to be
announced this year,

Last week, the literature
prize went to Portuguese novel-
ist Jose Saramago.

The Phiysir::a and Chemistry
prizes will be announced to-
morrow, the Economics Prize
on Wednesday and the Peace
Prize on Friday. All the an-
nouncements are in Stock-
holm, except for the Peace Prize
which is given in Oslo, Norway.

The prizes are presented on
December 10, the anniversary
of Nobel's death.

— AP photo
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out permission from his higher
authorities.

In support of his contention.
Tofail read out excerpts [rom a
book written by Colonel (Rtd)
Shafayet Jamil.

The Minister said Ershad
was the first army officer who
had incited his juniors in the
cantonment to stage mutiny in
late 1974 before he left for
training in Delhi.

For his wrong doings, Er-
shad was summoned and rep-
rimanded by Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in

resence of Army Chief General

hafiullah, Deputy Chief of
Staff General Ziaur Rahman
and Col Shafayet Jamil.

Ershad sought apology from
Bangabandhu, Tofail said,
adding, "l was also present at
that time."

While in New Delhi, Ershad
got two promotions within one
month and was elevated to the
rank of Major General from
Colonel and also made the
Deq‘uﬁy Chief of Staff.

ofail sald within two or

three days of promotion as
Deputy Chief of Staff Ershad
flew in to Dhaka without seek-
ing permission from his au-
thorities.

He was also reprimanded by
his senior (Gen Zia) for coming
to Dhaka and was asked to re-

Tofail: Ershad came

turn to Delhi by next flight.

Shafayet Jamil in his book
said Zia was enraged and afraid
of seeing Ershad in Dhaka
without permission and asked
him not to go to Bangabhaban
where the killers were staying.

Ershad left for Delhi next
day, but before that he had a
long sitting throughout the
night with the killers of Banga-
bandhu at Bangabhaban.

"It's mysterious why Ershad
is now trying to suppress the
fact that he was in Dhaka at
that time,” Tofail questioned.

Referring to Ershad's claim
that he was promoted as Me}liur
General on his own merit, -
fail again quoted from Shafayet
Jamil's book and said he was
elevated to that rank by super-
seding his three seniors — Brig
Mashrurul Huq, Brig C R Dutta
and Brig Q G Dastagir.

“In exchange of what was he
given that prize?" Tafail wanted
to know.

Referring to Ershad’'s state-
ment that he did not rehabili-
tate the killers, Tofail said after
becoming the President, Ershad
reinstated the killers who were
dismissed from the service in
Bangladesh's foreign missions
with three years' arrear salary.

The Commerce Minister said
facts and witnesses clearly sug-

est that Ershad was the bene-
ciary of the killings of August
15 and November 3 of 1975.

PM follows her
father to silence
opposition: Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
on Sunday said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is following the
path of her father to silence the
opposition, reports UNB.

"But power could not be made
permanent that time and it
won't be possible this time too.”
she told a meeting of the Union
Parishad chairmen and mem-
bers of Pabna district at 29
Minto Road Sunday night.

The BNP chairperson said
protests will have to be contin-
ued and resistance to be built up
against the 'repression of this
government'.

She called for observing the
programimes announced by the
7-party alliance

Salman Khan
refused bail,

arrested

NEW DELHI, Oct 12: One of
India’'s most popular movie
stars was arrested today on
charges of hunting and killing
three rare antelope while on
movie location, officials said,
reports AP.

Police investigators arrested
Salman Khan, who had al-
legedly killed two black bucks
and a chinkara in a restricted
wildlife preserve in the western
state of Rajasthan, after a city
judge rejected his bail petition,
Alka Kala. the state's highest
forest official, told the Associ-
ated Press.

The charges carry a maxi-
mum imprisonment of seven
yvears, she said.

"~ Another popular actor Saif
Ali Khan and actresses Sonali
Bendre, Tabu and Neelain —
who were present at the time of
the killing in fort town of
Jodhpur — were granted bail by
judge Dwarka Narayan Joshi,

| officials said. Tabu and Neelam

use single names.

The other actors will still be
tried. Kala said. -

"All were involved but the
judge found that it was Salman
who pulled the trigger.”

Judgement
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dition and 13 are absconding.

The accused detained in the
Dhaka Central Jail are : Lt Col
(dismissed) Syved Faruk Rah-
man, Lt Col (relieved) Sultarn
Shahrier Rashid Khan,
Taheruddin Thakur, former
minister of state for informa-
tion, Lt Col Muhiuddin Ahmed,
Acting Director of BNCC,
Dhaka and Honorary Captain
Abdul Wahab Joarder.

Begum Zobaida Rashid. wile
of Lt Col (dismissed) A Rashid
Khandaker, a chargesheeted ac-
cused in the case, was later dis-
charged from the case by the
High Court.

The absconding accused are :
Lt Col (dismissed) Khondokar
Abdur Rashid, Lt. Col (retd) S H
M B Nur Chowdhury, Lt Col
(relieved) Shariful Huq Dalim,
Lt Col (retd) Aziz Pasha, Lt Col
(relieved) A M Rashed Chowd-
hury, Major (relieved) S K M
Mahiuddin Ahmed, Rasaldar
retd) Moslemuddin alias Hiron
Khan alias Muslemuddin Khan
alias Rafiqul Islam Khan, Ma-
jor [relieved) Shariful Hossain
alias Sariful Islam, Captain
(relieved) Kismat Hashem,
Captain (retd) Najmul Hossain
Ansar, Captain (retd) Abdul
Mazed, Dofadar Marafat Ali
and L D Abul Hashem Mridha.

The absconding accused were
also defended by lawyers, ap-
pointed by the government.

Major (retd) Bazlul Huda is
now in a Thai jail, awaiting ex-
tlradition.

DCs asked
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tricts. The deadline for the dis-
tribution ended yesterday.

When asked, Azad Ruhul
Amin said, the deadline is un-
likely to refixed.

About the problem regarding
NGO representation in union
level VGF card selection com-
mittees, the secretary said,
"We've sorted it out through dis-
cussions at local level". About
alleged pilterage of foodgrains
at distribution stage, he said,
the government is monitoring
the distribution and any
wrongdoing is being investi-

| gated promptly.

Action against DU
teacher hailed

By DU Correspondent

Teachers and students of
Dhaka University yesterday
welcomed a Syndicate decision
to retire a professor of the uni-
versity for giving high scores to
undeserving students in ex-
change of money.

The DU Syndicate on Satur-
day decided to send Prof AHM
Mahbubul Alam of Economics
Department into retirement af-
ter recommendation from a tri-
bunal it set up to try the teacher.

Hailing the decision, Vice-
president of the Dhaka Univer-
sity Teachers' Association
(DUTA) Prof RIM Aminur
Rasheed said that the univer-
sity authorities had taken the
decision rightfully, following
]:II'EFCI' procedures.

t was earlier decided at a
general meeting of the DUTA
that the particular teacher
should be sacked if the allega-

| tion brought against him is

proved, DUTA Vice-president
said.

The university authorities
nwestiﬁat:d the allegation as

er rules laid down in the

haka University Order 1973
and took action accordingly as
he was proved guilty, Rasheed
said.

Welcoming the decision,
Prof. Asaduzzaman, Dean of the
Faculty of Social Science, said
"This is a good beginning."

"The people who are destroy-
ing the image of the university
hg: adopting such unfair means
should be punished,” he said.

Prof. Asaduzzaman said an
independent investigation
should be carried out to find out
whether there are more such
incidents in the university.

A teacher of the Chitta funF
University talking to The !E)ai y
Star last nighl, welcoined the

Manifesto
From Page 1

Mintoo denied allegations
that he is a pro-government
candidate, claiming himself as
a neutral candidate.

UNB adds: Mintoo also de-
nied affiliation with any politi-

cal party.
“The allegation of political
affiliation is applicable for

him, not for me as he ap-
proached the leader of the cnppg-
sition, politicilans and minis-
ters to buy their support.”
Mintoo said pointing to his ri-
val M A Rouf Chowdhury.

“Had [ sought nomination in
the national elections, | could
have it from any party. This

roves | don't belong to any po-
Etica] party.” he said.

Mintoo hoped that none will
be confused by propaganda of
Rouf Chowdhury and said there
is no apprehension of any ir-
regularity in the election if no

interference takes place from
the outside,

He said there is no necessity
for debate in public or on TV as
the FBCCI election is not a na-
tional election. "I'm also busy
going to every voter."

decision. "Misconduct of such a
magnitude bF a university
teacher is unforgivable,” said
Shahidullah, a lecturer of the
Journalism Department.

He thanked the DU authori-
ties for taking such a bold step
and said this would create a
precedent.

Abu Naser Rajib, a student of
the DU, alleged, it frequently
happens that certain teachers
of the university give high
scores to some particular stu-
dents because of their warm re-
lations with them.

But this is perhaps the first
reported incident that a teacher
has given high scores in ex-
change of money, he said. Re-
currence of such incident
should be stopped, he said.

PM: Shelters
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bilise more fund from abroad to
support the government's mas-
sive flood rehabilitation pro-
grammes.

Earlier, ADAB president Dr
Kazi Farug Ahmed apprised the
Prime Minister of their relief
aclivities and post-flood
schemnies for the affected people.

A memorandum was submit-
ted to the Prime Minister which
was read out by ADAB vice-
president Aroma Goon. In the
memorandum, they said that
some 10 lakh affected people
would be benefited from relief
activities of all NGOs. Over Tk
200 crore relief goods were dis-
tributed by the NGOs.

Besides, they said Tk 250
crore would be disbursed under
micro-credit programme for the
people in the flood-hit areas.

The ADAB delegation
praised the Prime Minister for
successfully handling the flood
relief and allocation of Tk
3,270 crore as agriculture loan.

The other delegation mem-
bers included Abdul Matin,
Gelfry F Perera, Shamsul Huda,
Omar Faruq Chowdhury, Abdul
Qader, Tahera Yasmin Hugq,
Rasheda K Chowdhury, S M A
Rashid and Qazi K Alam.

Shantu Larma

From Page 1

of the interim Regional Council
in protest against the induction
of some non-tribal members
who were not on the list given
by the Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity, the po-
litical umbrella of the now-de-
funct Shantibahini.

"A dialogue between
Kalparanjan and Larma may
open afresh or a dramatic po-
larisation may take place in the
CHT politics during their tour,”
local political circles believe.

Meanwhile, sources at the
CHT Affairs Ministry said a
meeting of the peace agreement
implementation committee
would be convened soon after
the return of the Chief Whip and
committee's convenor, Abul
Hasnat Abdullah.
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