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AIBD director
calls on Sayeed

Director of Asia Pacific In-
stitute for Broadcasting Devel-
opment (AIBD) Javad Mottaghi
called on State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed at
his office yesterday, reports
BSS.

During the meeting, the
AIBD chief apprised Prof Say-
eed of the ministerial-level
meeting of the member coun-
tries of AIBD to be held in
Brunei in next July and the
high-level meeting of the
broadcasting media in Indone-
sia February next.

Since Bangladesh is playing
a very important role in the
policy-making affairs of AIBD,
so the country's participation
in the upcoming meetings will
be very significant, Mottaghi
said.

Bangladesh got additional
membership of AIBD in 1974
and became full-member in
1997. Subsequently, Bangla-
desh was elected a member of
AIBD executive committee.

Reception on Nat'l
Day of Spain

By Staff Correspondent

Hﬂnnragy Consul of Spain
Mohammad Jalal Uddin hosted
a reception in the city last night
on the occasion of National Day
of Spain.

Ministers, diplomats, poli-
ticians, members of the parlia-
ment, high officials and elites
attended the reception.

Khaleda receives
more donations

Opposition leader Begum
Khaleda Zia has received more
donations from different or-
ganisations and individuals in
aid of the flood victims, reports
APB.

Eminent social worker and
politician of Sylhet Alhaj Ta-
jammul Ali Chowdhury met
with the BNP chairperson at
her 29 Minto Road office Sun-
day and handed over a cheque
of Tk one lakh and cash Tk
1005 as a personal contribu-
tion. BNP leader M Saifur
Rahman MP was present at that
time.

New York unit of Zia Man-
cha led by its leaders Abdus
Salam, Rehana Salam and
Mostafizul Karim Majumder
handed over a cheque for Tk
46.090 to Begum Zia for BNP's
central relief fund.

Ward no 16 of Cantonment
thana BNP also donated Tk
60,000 to BNP's relief fund.
Commissioner Qayoom Khan
and AFM Khaleque handed over
the cheque to Begum Zia.

CCC employee
killed 1n
road accident

CHITTAGONG, Oct 12: Bimal
Adhikari, an employee of the
Chittagong City Corporation,
was killed and his co-passenger
injured critically when a speed-
ing truck hit their rickshaw in
front of Chittagong Shopping
Complex here this afternoon,
reports B55.

The victim Adhikari who
sustained head injury was
rushed to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital where doctors
declared him dead. The other
passenger Sabur is undergoing
treatment at the hospital, the
sources said.

Chittagong City Mayor A B
M Mahiuddin Chowdhury ex-
pressed his deep sorrow at the
tragic death of Adhikari, the
employee of Power Develop-
ment Department of the corpo-
ration.

BWDB officer

retired on charge
of corruption

An officer of B adesh Wa-
ter Development Board has
been retired on charges of cor-
ruption, official sources said,
reports BSS.

Abdul Malek Khan, Sub-Di-
visional Engineer, Design Cir-
cle, south eastern zone of the
Board, has been put under
forced retirement recently
when charges of corruption
against him was proved.

The official laundered
money by forging signature of
three persons while he was

osted at the Directorate of
raining and Staff Develop-
ment, sources added. ’

Obituary

Md Abdur
Rouf, former
deputy manag-
ing director of
Biman B a-
desh Airlines,
died of cancer
Friday in the
city. He was 68,

ss release.
ur Rouf joined the PIA in
1955 and served under different
capacities in Biman till his re-
tirement in 1987.

He left behind his wife and
two daughters.

* &

CHITTAGONG, Oct 12: Mo-
hammad Mamunur-Rashid, an
HSC student, died of,cancer at a
city clinic last night. He was 18,
reports BSS. e

Mamun was the son of Prol
Harun-ur-Rashid of the de-

artment of finance, Chittagong
niversity, a CU press release
said.

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at the central mosque of
the university today.

A large number of teachers,
students, officers and staff in-
cluding Vice-Chancellor of the
University Prof Abdul Mannan
attended

Meanwhile, Prof Abdul
Mannan and Dr Abu Yusuf
Alam, Vice-Chancellor and pro-
Vice Chancellor respectively,
expressed profound sorrow at
Mamun-ur-Rashid's death

says a
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Javed Mottaghi, Director of Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development, called on
Minister of State for Information Prof Abu Sayeed at his office yesterday.
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Samad, Chairman & Managing Director, BGIC, signing an agreement with the
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Consultant for construction of BGIC's multi-storied building project. On behalf of the Con-
sultant Chowdhury A Moyeen, Director, Development Design Consultants Ltd and
Mizanor Rahman Khan, Managing Director, Prasthapana Ltd signed the agreement. Salim
Bhuiyan, Saleh Ahmed, Abdus Sattar, F M A B Siddique, and Kalim Sharafi, directors,
BGIC and Mosleh Uddin Ahmad, Additional Managing Director & company secretary seen

behind.

Red Crescent with interna-
tional assistance plans to ex-
and medicare facilities in the
ood-ravaged districts to com-
bat diarrhoea which took a toll
of 18 lives in last 24 hours, re-
poris APB.
The latest deaths till yester-
day evening raised the toll to
770 since diarrhoea broke out
in the country's flood-hit areas,
accnrdinﬁ to official figures.

Diarrhoea control room of
the Health Department said so
far 571,863 people had been af-
fected by the water-borne dis-
ease, with some 7,637 falling ill
in the 24-hour period.

An official of the control
room told APB that the situa-
tion "is not alarming now and
the disease would not turn into
epidemic”.

The epidemic form is mea-
sured when the Case Fatality
Rate (CFR) is 1 per cent, the
health official said, but the CFR
was 0.14 per cent on October 11
and 0.23 per cent on October 12.

To cope with the situation,
she said, a total of 4,732 medi-
cal teamns are working in the di-
arrhoea-affected areas besides
the NGOs.

Meanwhile, Red Crescent is
expanding the post-flood relief
programme with 40 more medi-

cal teams which will start op-
erating this week.

By then, a total of 100 Red
Crescent mobile medical teams
will be working in the 33 dis-
tricts worst hit by post-flood
diseases, said a press release to-
day (Monday).

"The need of medicine and
medical care is still enormous
in the post-flood period and re-

rts from our medical teams
indicate that diarrhoea and
other diseases are still spread-
ing," said the Red Crescent re-
lease.

PSI team
calls on Mannan

A delegation of Public Ser-
vice International (PSI) called
on Minister for Labour and
Employment M A Mannan at
his office yesterday, reports
BSS.

They exchanged views on
matters of bilateral interest.

The delegation included gen-
eral secretary of PSI Hans An-

elberts, Asia Pacific Regional

gecrﬂar}f Albert H Ponniah,
regional representative Jay L
Bhan and education coordina-
tor V Laksmi.

Red Crescent to expand medicare
facilities for flood victims

The [lirstl Red Crescent mo-
bile medical teams started
working on August 31 and every
team consisted of one doctor,
one paramedic and two Red
Crescent volunteers.

Each of the teams examines
and average of 125 patients a
daf; and the 100 medical teams
will treat at least half a million
during the operation.

The 100 mobile teams are
funded by the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies which ap-
pealed for more than 10 million
Swiss frants or Tk 338 million.

Besides, thousands of Red
Crescent volunteers working in
more than 50 flood-hit districts
have distributed more than 400
MT foodstuffs in flood relief.

The humanitarian organisa-
tion was the first agency to
launch an international appeal
for Eianrgladfrsh on July 30. Na-
tional fund-raising campaigns
in Holland. Sweden, Denmark
and Britain have been launched
to support the Bangladeshi
flood victims via the IFRCRCS.

The joint fund-raising cam-
paign in Britain launched by
the Red Cross and other organi-
sations have so far raised more
than 3.5 million pounds. said
the release.

Electra International opened a sales centre-cum-showroom at the Khulna City's KDA
Avenue (Gobor Chaka) recently for marketing Samsung electronics products. A milad mahfil
was arranged on the occasion.
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flood victims.
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Students of Marie Curie School arranged a "Fund Raising
Day" on the school premises in Dhanmondi on Saturday in
aid of the flood victims. Clay pots, gift cards, jute
products, masks and paper birds were on display for sale.
The teachers also donated their one day's salary for the

Bangladesh
Railway

The Safety Week of Ban-
gladesh Railway (BR) began in
the city yesterday as elsewhere
across the country, reports BSS.

BR officials said six task
forces in the western zone and
four task forces in eastern zone
will continuously monitor
"safety and schedules” as well as
passengers needs.

All passengers have been re-
quested to report any travel
hazard or any specific need to
the officials of the task force
during the weelk.

The task forces will also
evaluate the state of safety of
movements of the trains and
sustainability of the repaired
tracks which were damaged
during the recent floods.

General Manager of the
western zone M Farhad Reza
inaugurated the safety week
programmes at Rajshahi Rail-
way Station while additional
general manager of the eastern
zone Aftabuddin Ahmed laun-
ched the week's activities at
Chittagong railway station.

BCS-Batch 15

Bangladesh Clvil Service
(BCS-Batch- 15) officers forum
reviewed different activities of

the association during its gen-
eral meeting on October 10 at
the auditorium of Planning and
Development academy at
Nilkhet in the city, reports BSS.

The leaders of the associa-
tion urged its members to reﬁl:.—
ter their names within October
25 for participation in the
forthcoming annual conference
on November 14 next.

.

BGMEA concerned
at rise of godown

charges

Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA) has expressed
concern over the rise of godown
charges in cargo terminal by

Biman authorities, reports
UNB
BGMEA president Mostafa

Golam Quddus in a statement
yesterday said the unilateral
decision of the authorities to
raise godown charges by 80 per
cent is unfortunate and it will
affect the import of fabrics and
garment accessories.

He said the authorities’ deci-
sion came at a time when the
industry is passin% through a
critical time following the
country's devastating flood.

Two killed 1n
Kushtia

KUSHTIA, Oct 12: Two peo-
ple were killed in separate inci-
dents in the district on Sunday
and Saturday, reports UNB.

Police said an armed gang
abducted Eskander Mia alias
Kanu, 35. of village Kuripole in
the thana from his house and
shot him dead in a field on
Sunday night.

Police recovered his body
Monday morning and sent it to
Kushtia General Hospital for
autopsy.

The victim was believed to be
a member of an outlawed party.

In the other incident, armed
terrorists kidnapped Mozam
Ali, 30, son of Tayab Ali of vil-
lage Swastipur in Sadar thana.
and stabbed him to death near
Railway Colony on Saturday.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to Kushtia General
Hospital for autopsy. With this,
three people were Kﬂlﬂ‘d in the
district in last five days.

FBCCI polls
Democratic panel -
alleges conspiracy

Democratic Panel. contest-
ing for 15 member posts from
Chamber Group in the October

15 FBCCI polls, has alleged that

certain quarter is conspiring to
destroy the democratic process
of the supreme body of the coun-
try's business community, re-
ports UNB.

"They have also created
confusion by
themselves as elected under the
consensus panel. It's a deep-
rooted cansFirac}f.” said Demo-
cratic Panel convenor Momtaz
Uddin. who is also vying for a
member post. ;

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Jatiya Press Club yes-
terday, he said;: We have no per-
sonal rivalry with the candi-
dates of 'consensus panel.” but
we totally oppose the way they
have announced themselves as
elected on a 'consensus’ basis.

He also alleged that 'unfair’
process had been taken in an-
nouncing some candidates as
elected after FBCCI president
failed to reach a consensus. "It's
a farce that some people have
announced themselves as
elected,” Momtaz said.

The Bogra chamber leader
also outlined the election
pledges of his panel and said
they are contesting for uphold-
ing the democratic values of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI).

He urged all concerned to re-
frain from hatching conspiracy
designed to destroy the demo-
cratic process of the FBCCI. "In-
yestment., especiali from
abroad, will seriously be ham-
pered if democratic process is
destroyed,” he warned.

Replying to a query, he said
Democratic Panel has no Vice
President candidate. This year
the VP and 15 members will be
elected from chamber group
while 15 other members and the
president from the association
group.

Following is the full list*of

candidates of Democratic Panel
for 15 member posts: Momtaz
Uddin, Faizul Hoque Khan, Al-
haj Afzal Hossain, M Ramizud-
din Fakir. Mohammad Ali
Sarkar, M Golam Mostafa, M
Rezaul Malik, Nurul Hoque
Chowdhury, Dewan Sultan
Ahmed. Nitya Gopal Debnath,
M Delwar Hossain, Alhaj Din
Ali, M Anisur Rahman. Abul
Kashem Ahmed and former MP
Alhaj Abul Hossain.

2 teenage girls
commit suicide
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, Oct 12: Two
teenage girls allegedly commit-
ted suicide and an elderly
woman died in snakebite in the
divisional town on Saturday,
reports AFPB.

Police said Parveen,
committed suicide at a house
near GPO by hangin
with a rope round the neck,
while Reena Khatun, 14, of Sa-
hapur killed herself by swal-
lnwin% poison.

Sabijan, 60,
Araimuri in Bagmara thana
died of snakebite.

Three UD cases were filed

with the concerned police sta-
tions.

announcing
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herself

of village

Norway's assistance

Norway would continue to
rovide all-out assistance to
angladesh and assured that

the quantum of aid would not
alter much despite global trend
of economic recession, reports
BSS.

Tanja Storm, deputy secre-
tary general of Norwegian min-
istry of foreign affairs who is
leading a five-member delega-
tion, during a meeting with for-
eign ministry officials in the
city said the Oslo's annual aid
size to Bangladesh will be more
or less the same in future, for-
eign office sources said. Norway

(Goods train service
between Darshana,
Bangabandhu
bridge likely

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 12: Goods
train service is likely to be in-
troduced soon between the
frontier station Darshana and
Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge to
facilitate transportation of im-
ports, reports APB.

Sources said the government
would stand to earn up to Tk 1.5
crore in additional revenue an-
nually as import cargoes are
transported along the Dar-
shana-Ibrahimabad route.

Goods imported from India
enter through the Darshana
border and reach Nowapara in
Jessore by train before carried
on to different destinations on
board barges, importers said.

Hauling one wagonload of
goods costs in the neighbour-
hood of Tk 13,480 and in case of
cement Tk 16,660, they said.
Carrying these goods from
Nowapara by barge involves
additional costs.

Railway sources told APB
that transportation of goods by
train from Darshana to
Ibrahimabad would cost alto-
gether Tk 19,425 per wagon.

The Railway authorities
would arrange despatch of
goods to different destinations
across the country. including
Dhaka, from Ibrahimabad.

Godowns will be constructed
at Ibrahimabad to facilitate the
entire operation.

The Director (Traffic) of
Bangladesh Railway said that
importers had already begun to
show interest in the new rail

traffic plans and that freight
trains had been kept ready for
this.

2 minor boys
drown 1n
Gazipur

GAZIPUR, Oct 12: Two minor
boys drowned in a pond at
Sa{»ujha h village in Sreepur
thana today, reports UNB.

Villagers said the boys —
Murad, 5 and Sumon, 4 —
drowned in the pond while they
were playing there.

In another incident, one
Jobed Ali, 40, allegedly com-
mitted suicide by hanging him-
self from a tree at Kewa village
in the thana following a family
feud.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to hospital morgue
for autopsy. A UD case was
filed.

to continue

annually gives grant of 150 mil-
lion Norwegian kroner, roughly
25 milllon US dollars to
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is the fourth

largest recipient of Norwegian

assistance.

The whole gamut of bilateral
relations came up for discus-
sion during the meeting which
lasted for more than two hours,
Political, regional and multi-
lateral issues also came up for
discussion.

The ieader of the Norweigan
delegation assured that
Bangladesh would continue to
be one of the most priority
countries in Oslo's list of recipi-
ents of assistance. The visitors
hinted at broadening their rela-
tions with Bangladesh.

During the talks Bangladesh
sought Norweigan technical as-
sistance in hydrocarbon explo-
ration and training of law en-
forcement personnel. They
agreed to assist in both the
cases.

Norway, with whom Bangla-
desh has favourable balance of
payment, agreed to expand trade
relations and offered to assist
in holding Bangladesh exh-
ibition in Norway. The country
has made investment in
telecom and cement sectors and
agreed to invest more in future.

The delegation which ar-
rived here Saturday, is sched-
uled to visit a non-formal edu-
cation project aided by Norwa
at Dhamrai today. They will

hold a meeting with UNDP to-
MOITOW.

Mukundalal Sarkar's
death anniversary
today

The 19th death anniversary
of Mukundalal Sarkar, a
prominent leader. of the anti-
British Movement, will be ob-
served today, says a press re-
lease.

Sarkar was born in 1909 at
Dharmarayer Bari village in
Gopalganj district.

During his long political ca-
reer, Sarkar helped to create a
strong resistance against the
British imperialist forces and
actively participated in the
movement against zamindary

- system,

Later as a member of Awami
League, Sarkar participated in
the democratic movements,
particularly in the mass up-
surge of 1969, and was arrested
during the War of Liberation in
&2 b 12

Special prayers will be held
at 5 pm today at 170 Free
School Street residence of his
son Manindra Nath Sarkar.

A wooden bridge at Manikdi village in Demra thana was badly damaged by flood waters recently. Now boats have be-

come the sole mode of transport for the villagers as the bridge was their only link to Demra.
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Donations for
flood victims
continue

Donations in cash and kind
from friendly countries, private
organisations and Bangladeshi

atriates abroad continue to
pour for the flood victims, re-
ports BSS.

Ban%lad:ahla livin in
Switzerland, Germany, Dubai
and Oman have sent cash, and
relief goods including blankets,
clothes, biscuits, medicines and
edible oil.

Ahalia Medical Group of Abu
Dhabi has donated fifty boxes
of medicines and Solidarios, a
Spanish NGO, has sent 12 kg of
medicines, while Tan Chin
Khoon, a Singapore national,
donated 22 cartons of baby
food.

Khulna city Mahila Awami
League yesterday gave Taka 50
thousand to the Prime Minis- '
ter's Relief Fund. .

Prof Hosne Ara Runu, presi-
dent, and Mutfunnessa Lutfa,
general secretary, handed over
the money to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office yes-
terday.

UNB adds: Bangladesh expa-
triates living in Germany have
donated Tk 1.5 lakh to the
Prime Minister's Relief Fund.

NETZ, a German NGO, has
donated Tk 21,66,600 for relief
and rehabilitation projects.

Meanwhile, a series of cul-
tural functions is being ar-
ranﬁﬁd in German cities, in-
cluding Cologne, Hamburg and
Bonn, to raise funds for the
flood victims.

Islamic Solidarity Fund
(ISF), an organ of the Organisa-
tion of the Islamic Conference,
has donated US dollar 150,000
to Bangladesh Red Crescent So-
ciety (BRCS) for assisting the
flood victims.

Ambassador Nasser Abdul-
lah Hamdan Al Za'abi, Chair-
man of the Jeddah-based Per-
manent Council of ISF, handed
over the cheque to the BRCS
Chairman Maj Gen Abdus
Salam om Sunday, said a press
release yesterday.

Dhaka Medical College
Teachers' Association and
Community Development Ser-
vices (CDS), provided medical
services to tlood victims at
Sreenagar, Munshiganj on Sat--
urday, says a press release. -

Prof Abdul Kader Khan,
president of the Association,
and Dr Niloufer Karim, general
secretary of CDS, super-vised
the activity.

Passing out
parade held

RAJSHAHI, Oct 12: The pass-
ing out parade of cadet sub in-
spector of police was hold at
Sardah Police Parade Ground
here today, reports BSS.

Inspector General of Police
(IGP) AY B I Siddiqui attended
the function as chief guest and
took the salute of the parade,

A total of 171 cadet sub in-
spector of police participated in
the march past. Mollah Munir
Hossain was awarded President
medal as the best cadet sub in-
spector of police on the occa-
sion.

Inspector General of Police
asked the police personnel to
discharge their duties honestly
and sincerely with the objective
to uphold the image of police
force in the society.

He recalled the glorious role
played by police force during
the Liberation War of
Bangladesh at the call of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and advised them to
work for the total welfare of the
people.

Mannan's call to
prepare for

mass movement

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has called
upon the party leaders, workers
and supporters to prepare for a
mass movement to save the na-
tion from the clutches of the
‘corrupt government’, reports
UNB.

There is no alternative to
mass movement to oust the cor-
rupt government which has
failed to mitigate the sufferings
of the flood affected people,
Bhuiyan told a joint meeting of
BNP and its front organisations
yesterday. -

The meetmgaat the BNP cen-
tral office was attended by joint
secretary general, convenor and
joint convenor of the city BNP
and presidents and general sec- |
retaries of front organisations.

Bhuiyan said failing in all
spheres, the government has re-
sorted to political persecution
and annihilate the opposition.

The government must stop
persecution, Mannan said and
asked the party activists and
leaders to prepare for the
movement.

Cleanliness
drive in city

Post and Telecommunica-
tions and Housing Minister
Mohammad Nasim and State
Minister for LGRD and Cooper-
atives Mofazzal Hossain.
Chowdhury Maya, Bir Bikram
yesterday jointly launched a
cleanliness drive in Boroba
and Manipuripara area in Mir-
pur in the city, reports BSS.

The cleanliness drive is or-
ganised by ward committee of
ward number 13 of Awami

%dressing a spontaneous
athering on the occasion, Mo-
ﬁamma Nasim said cleanli-
ness is a part of religion. He
said every citizen of the capital
should keep their houseyard
and adjoining areas clean to
ensure decent and healthy envi-
ronment. ’

Mofazzal Hossain Chowd-
hury Maya said a clean envi-
ronment can ensure healthy
life he urged all to extend pos-
sible support to the scaavcn?er-
ing service of Dhaka Municipal .
Corporation. j

Local Awami League leaders
Abdul Hoq, Shamsuddin Mol-
lah, Kamal Master and Abul
Hossain were present on the pc- -
casion, .



