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own to Earth

Space dearth for the dead

This piece is literally on a
down-to-earth issue — city's
graveyards.

There are at present six
graveyards under the manage-
ment of the Dhaka City Corpo-

ration. They are: New Azimpur .

graveyard, Old Azimpur grave-
ard, Banani %‘aveyard. Mirpur
ahid Buddijibi graveyard, Ju-
rain graveyard and the newly
opened Uttara graveyard.

The new graveyard at Azim-
pur is now practically closed;
the old one at Azimpur is open
only for temporary graves. The
new graveyard at Uttara is used
for the same, no burial plot can
be bought there. In other grave-
yards under the management of
the City Corporation, particu-
larly at Banani and some pro-
portion of burial plots at Mir-
pur Buddhijibi and Jurain
graveyards, burial is allowed on
purchased plots.

Besides these corporation-
managed graveyards, there are
some private graveyards at
Shajahanpur, Mohammadpur,
Mirpur Section 11 and Karati-
tola, East Rampura. Apart from
these private graveyards, there
are at least 15 small graveyards
in the city.

In the city, space in the exist-
ing graveyards is rapidly run-
ning out. This is due mainly to
two factors — the highly accel-
erated pressure of city popula-
tion and the prediction of peo-
ple to reserve or purchase grave
space, If the present trend con-
tinues, it is apprehended that in
the near future, scarcity of
space for burial will figure as a
very critical issue.

It is obvious to anyone that

By ASM Nurunnabi

in course of the last few years
the population of the city has
crossed 90 lakhs. With such
rapid increase in population,
the death rate has also in-
creased. At the moment, it is
understood that the City Corpo-
ration has no plan for expan-
sion of the existing graveyard
facilities. In these circum-
stances, on account of the rise
in death rate in the city, the
available space in the existing
graveyards has come under ex-
treme pressure.,

Even though the City Corpo-
ration attempts to discourage
reservation or purchase of
space in the graveyards, it has
little effect, as citizens prefer to
reserve purchase grave space for
their parents and near and dear
ones. Thus the system of reser-
vation purchase of grave space
cannot be checked. *

Apart from the reservation,
there is provision for getting
plot for immediate burial at
Banani, Mirpur Sahid Buddijibi
and Jurain graveyards. The
rates are as follows: at Banani
the rate is Tk 60.000 per plot for
immediate burial and TK
1,20,000 for reserved plot; at
Mirpur Sahid Buddijibi grave-

ard, the rate for immediate

urial is Tk 25.000 per plot and
Tk 35,000 lor reserved plot. The
same latter rates apply in the
case ol Jurain graveyard.

In each graveyard, there is a
separate general area which is
earmarked for burial free of
cost. In this general area, graves
are dug up one or two years after
burial to make room for further
burials. Although pits in the
general area are available free,

burial in that area involves a
ood amount of nditure for
the relatives of the less privi-
leged. This is due to the rising
prices of burial materials.

It is thus felt that burying
the dead in this city has as-
sumed the dimension of a
nightmare for the less privi-
leged. We need hardly bother
about the privileged people,
since they or their relatives can
afford to spend a large amount
of money for buying plots for
burial. What observers feel con-
cerned about is the problem
faced by the less privileged. To
relieve them somewhat, it is
strongly felt the concerned au-
thority may write off the regis-
tration fee charged at the gates
of graveyards and the prices of
shroud and for the bamboo
frame may be put under control.
It is apprehended in some
quarters that if the trend of ris-
ing cost of burial continues, the
poor would be reduced to going
around to raise donations to
have a relative buried.

According to a report, Japan,
which is a rich country but with
acute land scarcity, deals, in
some cases, with the problems
of internment of their dead in
its characteristic way: small
cubicles on shelves are built in
multi-storied complexes which
are closed as corpses are in-
terred therein.

Since even the dead cannot
escape the effects of inflation, it
is not perhaps too much to hope
the government should inter-
fere in keeping the prices of
grave and of burial materials at
a reasonable level.
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the government with dictato-

rial powers, It will make the
Supreme Court and the entire
judiciary 'irrelevant,’ he said.

'Please give up this danger-
ous game, Shah pleaded.

Naveed Qamar, another
leader from Bhutto's Pakistan
People's Party, said the gov-
ernment move would create
‘chaos’ and expose the people to
arbitrary interpretation of
Sharia by the government.

Maulana Shirani of Jamiat
Ulema Islam said his party had
reservations' although it sup-
ported enforcement of Islamic
Law. He said the legislation was
unwarranted since the Consti-
tution already had sufficient Is-
lamic provisions.

"l am sure nothing will
change.' he said, noting that
none ol you heeded the Friday
prayer call from the mosques
today' as members rushed Lo
pass the bill.

Pakistan is headed toward a
‘hell of lot of confusion, said
Asfandyar Wali, a leader of op-

position Awami National
Party.
Sharif, speaking about

changes to the bill made by the
cabinet on Wednesday, said the
government had withdrawn a
clause allowing a simple major-
ity for the adoption of future
Sﬁaria*related constitutional
amendments.

Another provision giving
the government authority to is-
sue Islamic ‘directives’ had also
been withdrawn, he said.

Declaring the aim of the law
was to ensure socio-economic
justice and end corruption and
crime, Sharif said that under
the existing system there is 'no
room’ for the government to
achieve these objectives.

"l do not seek any powers for
myself . . . 1 already have
enu%h powers,' he said.

"We want to make Pakistan a

Pak NA passes bill

ess and
legal jus-

cradle of peace, pro
social, economic an
tice,’ he said.

He assured the rights of mi-
norities and women would be
fully protected.

But minority leaders dis-
missed promises by Sharif to
protect the rights of minorities
in Pakistan, says AP.

‘We've heard such promises
for 50 years and we know that
in practice they cannot be kept .
. . this is a system which divides
people on basis of religion,' said
Peter Jacob, executive secretary
of the Catholic Bishops Com-
mission for Justice and Peace.

It is a weapon in the hands of
fundamentalists, which would
be misused against religious
minorities," said Shahbaz
Bhatti, a leader of the Christian
Liberation Front.

‘Nawaz Sharif . . . just wants
to concentrate power,' said
Bhatti.

Human rights groups and
women activists also protested
the proposed amendment .

Sharif pushed for the law to
defuse pressure from Islamic
hard-liners that began to
mount after the US-led eco-
nomic sanctions were imposed
on Pakistan following its nu-
clear test in May. The pressure
increased after the United
States bombed a suspected ter-
rorist operations base in neigh-
boring Afghanistan in August.
Sharil's right-wing opponents
accused him of collusion in the
bombing raid.

The Pakistan army, which
maintains behind-the-scenes
influence on policy, remained
silent in the debate over the
bill. But sources said the gener-
als were unhappy with the bill
because it concentrated more

ower in the governments

ands and could fuel the al-
ready rampant sectarian ten-
sions in the country.

Medical education
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problems and put forward a set
of suggestions and possible so-
lutions to lurther improve the

cwalit},r ol medical education in
Lhe country.

Lack of quality control in
medical education was the
number one issue. Lack of
communication, clinical and
managerial skills of new grad-
uates were also identified as
major problems.

Also, most teachers were
found not properly trained in
medical education. Many of
them also lacked commitment
as teachers.

Some of the highlights of the
identified problems were:

* There is uncertainty about
where the au lies in med-
ical education. The principals
of colleges lack management
training. There is no (nstitute
in the country to provide effec-
tive training for medical teach-

€rs.

* The Centre for Medical Ed-
ucation, an ambitious that
already achieved remarkable
success in ing about some

major changes in medical edi-
cation, was functioning inade-

quately due to lack of resources
and clear terms of reference.

* There is no national cur-
riculum body on medical edu-
cation. Bangladesh Medical and

Dental Council was found to be

inactive. There is no research

on medical education includi
course evaluation. The medica

institutions lacked proper

planning for staff development.

* The medical colleges lack
adequate resources and suffer

Jrom shortage of teaching staff

and logistics.
The high-level meeting sug-
ested a national curriculum
Yy to oversee curriculum de-
velopment.,

It was also recommended
that the BMDC be strengthened,
with new terms of reference,
pointing out that CME has the
authority to ensure quality con-
trol in both government and
private medical colleges.

A national education council
should be constituted to main-
tain standard of medical educa-
tion, it said. A multi-profe-
ssional "quality assurance
system” along with training on
medical education for all disci-

plines was also suggested.
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20 hurt as police,
mob clash

in Comilla

COMILLA, Oct 9: Twenty
people, including four police-
men, were injured when a mob
clashed with police at Compa-
nyganj bus stand in Muradna-
gar thana here today, reports
UNB.

Police said the clash erupted
as a sequel to the arrest of a
man on charge of extortion on
Thursday evening. Local au-
torickshaw drivers caught one
Hossen Miah allegedly for
snatching money from a driver
at the bus stand and handed
him over to police. :

Protesting the arrest, some
peaple put up barricade on the
Comilla-Sylhet highway at
Companyganj at noon today.

A fierce clash began when
police tried to remove the barri-
cade. They lobbed 8 rounds of
tear gas shells to bring the situ-
aon under control.

Police arrested three people,
including Muradnagar (West)
UP chairman Kamaluddin
Ahmed, on charge of disrupting
traffic movement.

The barricade was removed
at 3 pm after all the arrested
people, including Hossen Miah.
were freed on bail.

Impeachment
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panel would immediately begin
"intense strategising... to see in
what direction we want to
move, what evidence we need to
acquire, what subpoenas we

need to issue and how fast we
can do it."

Republicans said they
wanted the committee 1o ques-
tion White House Deputy Coun-
sel Bruce Lindsey, though
Democrats were ted to ob-
ject pending the Supreme Court
appeal of his executive privilege
claim.

"I think Bruce Lindsey is a
key player in this,"” said Rep.
Lindsey Graham of South Car-
olina.

"He may have some informa-
tion that is relevant to this in-

vestigation," agreed Rep.
Charles Canady, a Florida Re-
publican.

At the White House, Clinton
said he would continue his
work during the impeachment

rocess, which now was "in the

ands of Congress and the peo-
ple of this country — ultimately
in the hands of God. There is
nothing I can do."

The Judiciary constitutional
subcommittee will kick things
off Oct. 22 with a hearing on
defining impeachable crimes.
The full committee will hold
hearings between the Nov. 3
congressional elections and the
end of the year, Hyde said
Thursday.

He spoke minutes after the
House voted 258-176 to trigger a
presidential impeachment in-
quirlg_,: for just the third time in
US history.

Thirty-one Democrats
joined unanimous Republicans
to vote in favour of the GOP im-
peachmeht resolution, which
called for an open-ended probe.
Prior to that decision,
Democrats proposed that the
inquiry be wrap up by Dec.
31 and limited just to the
Lewinsky matter, but that pro-
posal was defeated 236-198.

If the House ultimately de-
cides to impeach Clinton, the
case would move to the Senate
for a trial, where a two-thirds
vote would be required to re-
move the president. \
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Italian PM loses
confidence vote

ROME, Oct 9: Italian Prime
Minister Romano Prodi re-
signed today after his centre-
left government suffered a
shock defeat in a confidence
vote in the lower house of par-
liament by just one vote, re-
ports Reuter.

In one of the closest results
in [talian parliamentary his-
tory, deputies rejected the con-
fidence vote by a wafer-thin 313
votes to 312.

President Oscar Luigi Scal-
faro accepted the resignation of
the man who led Italy's first
government led by the left. and
asked him to stay on in a care-
taker capacity, the president's
office said in a statement.

"Prodi offered his resigna-
tion and that of his govern-
ment.” the statement said. Ac-
ceptance of a government s res-
ignation is automatic after a
confidence vote defeat. ‘

Abducted Ctg
jeweller yet to
be rescued

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 9: A jew-
eller abducted from Nazirhat
area under Fatikchhari thana
two days ago is yet to be rescued,
police sources said.

Police raided different
places of Fatikchhari and other
adjoining areas to trace out the
abducted jeweller Shankar
Banik, police said.

Shankar was abducted at
gurll])oint on his way back home
Wednesday night from Nazirhat
bazar. A group of local terror-
ists kiddnapped him to realise
ransoii. police said.

CHT talks
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On many occasions, he also
expressed dissatisfaction over a
number of government steps
and accused it of 'violating writ-
ten and unwritten accords'
reached during the long negoti-
ations leading to the CHT peace
treaty signed in December last
year.

Envisaged to oversee law and
order, development and local
jovernment, the RC dominated

y tribesmen also have six
members from the Bengali set-
tlers. .

But Larma alleged that the
names of three of his nominees
were dropped.

The government had refuted
his allegations and Kalparan-
jan Chakma indicated that it
was contemplating alternative
measures to break the standoff
on RC.

Although he did not elabo-
rate, there had been specula-
tions that an alternative
chairinan was being searched

and Upendra Lal Chakma was

being tipped in place of Larma.
Besides, the government is
also preparing to announce

. schedules for election to the RC,

| Nation

| Automation of DU library

- likely this month

By Mahbub Zaman

Automation of the Dhaka
University Central Library is
likely to be completed by the
end of the month, the univer-
sity officials said.

Once completed, the Tk 1.13
crore project, Nlmnu}r funded by
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) and
University Grants Commission
(UGC) will bring all the univer-
sity libraries and departmental
seminars under computer net-
work.

The DU library is the first in
the country to brace with an in-
tegrated and total computerisa-
tion. The library is one of the
oldest and richest academic li-
braries in Asia with more than
55,0000 books and journals.
But due to lack of modern tech-
nological support, the library
has been facing problem in pro-
viding necessary services to Lhe
users.

The ambitious project also
aims lo provide all the students
and teachers of the university
with Internet facilities free of

Sharif warns
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place superseding two senior
generals.

The rule of the Constitution
and law should be the supreme
consideration and priority in
the country, he said, adding
supremacy of the parliament
and the democratic principles
should not be undermined at
(1Y COS1.

His remarks were the first
after Gen Karamat resigned on
Wednesday following a rift with
Sharil over the General's strong
criticism of government's poli-
cies.

The PML leaders, against
whom action is likely, include
F{art}r vice president Ejaz-ul

aq, who had openly endorsed
the comments of Gen Karamat
during the past couple of days.

Ejaz-ul Haqg, son of former
military ruler Zia-ul Haq. had
developed differences with
Sharif immediately after the
February 1997 elections because
of his non-inclusion in the
cabinet and has been criticising
the actions of the government
from time to time.

This time Ejaz-ul Haq is not
going to be spared, the 'Nation'
newspaper quoted a senior gov-
ernment official as saying.

He added that Haq along
with Ejaz Shafi, another PML
MP from Sindh, may be served
with showcause notice for vio-
lating the party discipline by
commenting on Gen Karamat's
statement.

A number of opposition
leaders had also welcomed Gen
Karamat's comments on the
functioning of the government
and lﬁs';})mpusal for setting up a

Security Council.

cost, The users can avail the
online service from 10.30 am to
4 pm every working day.

Other libraries within and
otitside the country could also
use the library through its web

pagﬁNDF has provided Tk one
crore urfder its Technical Assis-
tance (TA) facilities for the pro-
ject. Of the amount, Tk 12 lakh
welll to the Government of
Bangladesh as CD-VAT. The
rest of the budget came [rom

Mugger killed

old ornaments worth Tk 6,000
rom two rickshaw passengers
al Siddheswari in the city yes-
lerday.

They were identified as Ja-
mal, Akiz and Alamgir, all aged
between 28 to 30, police said,
adding. they were detained at
Ramna thana after bein
treated at the Dhaka Medica
College Hospital.

The mob also put the auto-
rickshaw used by the muggers
on fire, police said. Two knives
were also recovered from them.

According to police, the gang
of three riding an autorickshaw
intercepted the rickshaw carry-
ing two women. while they were
passing through the area at
about 2 pm.

Wielding knives, they
snatched two gold chains from
Hena and Mina, two sisters of
West Malibagh. The snatchers
also exploded crackers when
the women cried out for help.

But local people and passers-
by caught them while they tried
to flee the scene.

The mob started beating the
snatchers until police rescued
and took them to DMCH.

Three cases were filed with
Ramna thana in connection
with the incident yesterday.

Police, car owner
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searching all possible places.”

The investigating officer of
the case, however, said police
did not find anything with the
victim.

The OC of Tejgaon thana,
when contacted yesterday, said
that the owner of the car had
taken the car as per order of the
court.

The driver of the vehicle was
also granted bail when he sur-
rendered before the court, he
claimed.

Asked about the allegations
made by relatives of the victim,
the OC replied "It is nothing
new. There are a lot of allega-
tions against police and it can-
not be stopped.”

Asked why Monir's photo-
graph was not given to the
newspapers, the OC said, "We
were in the process of doing it."

Santu Larma
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written agreement”. Larma
said. "Our strand on RC will not
be changed.”

Replying to a question
Larma said "l am not informed
about withdrawal of any army
camp because any information
regarding this was not given to
me, although | am one of the
members of CHT peace accord
implementation committee.”

He further said they had
submitted lists regarding cases
filed against tribals and former
Sbantibahini guerillas to the
government.

He allc%ﬁd that a large num-
ber of tribal returnees from
Tripura could not come back to
their respective ancestiral
abodes due to land dispute. He
urged the government to solve
all these problems.

Larma will visit Bandarban
district for the first time. He
will leave Khagrachhari - for
Bandarban on October 11, if the
BNP-backed Parbattya Sar-
badaliya Oikya Parishad with-
draws its two-day road barri-
cade programme from that day.

The parishad announced the
programine protesting arrest of
their activists.

Nasim
From Page 1
said his party would deal with
any opposition movement po-
litically as they had done in the
past.
He said BNP leadership
thuught that the government

would not be able to tackle the
severe floods and gigantic post-
flood tasks, and lakhs of people

would die from hunger.

"But BNP's dream has turned
into a bad dream as we have
been able to overcome the ini-
tial impact of the disaster. In-
sha Allah, we will successfully
face the aftermath of the flood
with the support of the people.”

Nasim said seeing the suc-
cess of the government in com-
bating the flood, BNP has be-
come frustrated. Finding no
other issue, they are out to pro-
tect the culprits of August 15
and November 3 killings.

He said those who have no
E{:lit_ica.l aim, and no responsi-

ility for and trust in demo-
cratic means, can dream of
grabbing power through con-
spiracy.

He said the way people have
rejected BNP's- "drama of
movement" in last two and a
half years, the "future agitation
would also be thrown into
dustbin."”

The Minister said as a mat-
ter of fact BNP is suffering from
gglitlca] bankruptcy and it has

come desperate to protect the
killers and their patrons. "But
their conspiracy must have to
be foiled." :

Nasim said Awami League
government is now busy with
the rehabilitation and recon-
struction works.

"At this time, any conspiracy
to foil the post-iflood reha-
bilitation work will be thwar-
ted by the conscious citizens.”
he said.

From Page 1

they were getting loans from
some NGOs operating in the
area but it would be difficult to
pay the instalments in the com-
ing lean period.

At Char Fatehpur under
Sadar thana of the district, vil-
lagers who were without any
work only a fortnight ago, were
now busy clearing the rotten
straws from the fields.

Didar Ali., a farmer of
Fatehpur with severe asthma,
said they had received no help
from anyone, "Why are you
writing my name again? No-
body came to help us after you
visited this place 15 days ago,”
he said.

Asked about the government
scheme of Vulnerable Group
Feeding (VGF), the villagers said
they did not even hear about it.
"Now what we are cultivating
will be harvested in two to three
months’ time. We do not know
what to eat durmi.l these
months," said Sohrab Ali.

Mohammad Chandu Bepari
aged about 65, a weaver-turned-

| farmer and father of five chil-

dren, said he had survived the
flood by buying rice on credit.
He said he was unable to culti-
vate vegetables because the
seeds were expensive. "I am
thinking of going to chairman
Rafiqul Islam for help,” he said.

In the local market, plenty
of seeds was available but their
prices were much higher than
that last year. Farmers said
Kalai seeds were selling at Tk 20

r kg and they needed at least
ive kg for one bigha of land.
Cauliflower and tomato seeds
were selling at Tk 100 per 10
ﬁrams. pea seeds cost Tk 150 per

ve kg and mustard seeds Tk 30
per kg,
Five km north of the
Dhaleswari river, near Torab-
anj Bazar under Katuli union,

e local branch of BURO Tan-
gail, an NGO, was packed with
women who came to avail mi-
cro credit. An official of BURO
said they were disbursing loans
among the women,

At Torabganj Bazar, the
market had no suprly of veg-
etables. Local people said the
flood totally destroyed vegeta-
bles in the area andy they would

have to wait till the next har-
vest for new ones. "You can only
find kochu (yarrow plant) as
vegetables because tﬁnse can
grow in water.” said Golam Hos-
sain, a farmer who lost all his
harvest of jute in the deluge.

Mohammad Altaf Hossain,
Secretary of Katoli Union
Parishad, an employee under
the LGRD Ministry to work as
assistant to the UP chairman,
said they had received instruc-
tions to prepare & list of 1,000
people for the VGF scheme. "We
will give priority to victims of
erosion and the landless,” Altaf
said.

The government recently de-
cided to issue 1,000 VGF cards
in every flood affected union of
the country. Each card holder
would receive t kg of wheat
and eight kg of rice monthly
under the scheme.

Hossain said the committee
which would make the list
comprises of the UP chairman,
members of all the nine wards,

NGO representatives and two

focal Awami League leaders.
About the Agricultural Re-
habilitation Programme (APR)

~ Seeds available but pricés high

of the Department of Agricul-
ture Extension, he said with
42,000 people in 56 villages, the
Katoi union received seed allo-
cations only for 77 farmers.
Nine farmers would receive
seeds of Kalai, 30 of wheat, 20 of
boro, 20 of mustard, and eight
of vegetables. Each farmer
would receive the seeds to culti-
vate one bigha of land.

The local UP oflice was con-
verted into a temporary diar-
rhoea treatment centre. The on-
duty doctor, Mokhlesur Rah-
man and Medical Assistant
Chitta Ranjan Das said there
was an outbreak of diarrhoea in
the area. In one day the centre
had received 96 patients.

"The problem is all roads in
the area have been d ed and
people cannot bring the pa-
tients,” said the doctor who had
been brought from another area
to face the emergency situation.

"We have plenty of salines
and medicines which were pro-
vided by an NGO — Medecin
Sans Frontiere, Holland," said
Chitta Ranjan Das, adding that
one person died of diarrhoea in
the area.

Instalment facility available

'‘Country needs
non-partisan
- newspapers'

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 9:
Prominent citizens of the town
tudaY welcomed the forthcom-
ing launch of a new Bengali
daily — Prothom Alo — and
hoped that it would be a mod-
ern, non-partisan and indepen-
dent newspa uph the
values and qualities of objec-
tive journalism.

At a citizens' get together at
the Press Club Auditorium here,
they said that the country
needed newspapers committed
to improving the political situ-
ation and social and economic
situation of the country
through its courageous role and
concern for people.

The Prothom Alo is expected
to hit the newsstands shortly.

Editor of the daily Matiur
Rahman said he left the Bhorer
Kagoj, of which he had been edi-
tor for more than five years, be-
cause he was being restrained
from discharging his editorial

| duties independently.

Editor of The Daily Star and
Publisher of Prothom Alo.
Mahfuz Anam also spoke.

Assistant Editor of the daily
Anisul Haq gave an outline of
the newspaper and described
various issues relating to the
b?ckgmund of the Prothom
Alo.

Others who spoke on the oc-
casion included Principal of
Narayanganj Girls' College Dr
Karunamaya Goswami, rhyme
composer Abdul Mannan, poet
Amjad Hossain, General Secre-
tary of Narayanganj Bar Asso-
ciation Advocate Asaduzzaman
Asad, entertainer Dr Abdun
Noor Tushar and leader of the
Bhorer Kagoj Pathok Forum
Yakub Rana.

Narayanganj correspondent
of the daily Asif Hossain con-
ducted the programme.

Earlier, president of the lo-
cal Press Club Habibur Rahman
Badal received Matiur Rahman
and Mahluz Anam,
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expressed his ignorance saying:
"l don't have any knowledge
about that.”

About the killing of Col
(retd) Taher, Oli Ahmed said
Taher was tried by a court and
given death sentence, which
was subsequently confirmed by
President Justice A M Sayem.

"So, he (Taher) was not
killed by anybody. Rather,
Sira‘j Sikdar was killed and no
trial of his killing has taken
place. The Prime Minister
should talk about that.”

Referring to Major General
Manzur's killing, the  BNP
leader said a case is pending in
the court "and 1 should not
make any comment about that.”

About the trial of the killers
of Bangabandhu and four na-
tional leaders in Dhaka central
jail, Oli Ahmed said: "I've no
comment on it. [ don't believe in
the politics of vengeance, I be-
lieve in politics of welfare.”

BNP's former secretary gen-
eral Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar declined to make any
specific comment and said:
"First, we must assess her
(Prime Minister) intention.”

However, he wondered why
the Prime Minister has sud-
denly revived the jail killin
case after 23 years and arreste
three leaders — K M Obaidur
Rahman, Shah Moazzem Hos-
sain and Nurul Islam Manzur.

Talukdar said: "It she (PM) is
sincere, she should sgeciﬂcall}r
say about the trial of Siraj Sik-
dar and other political killings
carried out by the Rakkhi
Bahini."

Asked why BNP was reluc-
tant to hold the trial of Presi
dent Zia's killing during Begum
Zia's five-year rule, he replied:
"No comment."

When contacted, several se-
nior BNP leaders declined to

ve their instant reaction on

e issue.

BNP office sources said party
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan may give a formal
reaction today.
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.threats were still there.

Some other local people told
Odhikar that the abductors
were being patronised by some
local politicians and that they
were seen sipping tea and gos-
siping with policemen at the
camp even after the incident.

'ﬂ:’.lﬂ demand for punishment
also came from Vice Chancellor
AK Azad Chowdhury of Dhaka
University, who had talks with
home ministry officials, said
Odhikar.

Odhikar investigation also
found that police gave mislead-
ing information to the VC that
the girl had an affair with the
principal accused and that they
were married later.

Odhikar also said that the
alleged abductors had two polit-
ical faces. They allﬂﬁcdly pose
as Awami Leaguers during the
day and act as members of the
outlawed Biplobi Communist
Party at night. Local people do
not dare speak against them.

The OC of Shailkupa thana
told Odhikar that the alleged
abductors were members of Bi-
plobi Communist Party but de-
clined to say anything about
their liaison with local Awami
League leadership.

Abdul Majid, the OC,
claimed he was despatching his
men everyday to nab the ac-
cused but could not locate them.
The OC said he was not aware if
the accused had access to the po-

' lice camp.



