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- Human Trafficking

Trafficking of women and children seems to be

on the rise, The other day a leading Bangla daily
informed that five thousand females and minors
have been smuggled out of the country in the last
six months. This disturbing statistics came out fol-
lowing the interrogation of some of the traffickers
recently nabbed by the law enforcing agency.

Why are we unable to make any headway against
trafficking? Many feel it is not the want of laws
that handicap us fighting this social scourge. Traf-
ficking can be dealt with effectively if laws of the
land can be strictly enforced. It is true that traf-
fickers do not use exotic out-of-the-world routes.
Most of the times they use paths well known to the
law enforcers. But law enforcers’ own proneness to
corruption coupled with the lack of authorities’
seriousness have made it more daunting a task
than it actually is. One cannot help feeling the
kind of urgency and coordination it takes to attack
such a huge problem is missing in the government
ranks. Unlike the various relevant government
agencies that often suffer from coordinational
hindrances, the traffickers are extremely organ-
ised and networked. At a macro level this under-
lines the importance of closer cooperation among
the countries of this region . One way of forging
a regional unity on this issue could have been
to make optimal use of the SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation) . Belatedly
though this seems to have dawned on the SAARC
leaders, a fact that was quite resonantly evident
in the last summit of the seven South Asian
countries. One hopes this is just the beginning of a
much advocated but frustratingly elusive era
of regional cooperation in fighting this problem.

But mere sensitising of the law enforcing agency
or regional cooperation will not solve the ({me-
lem. It has been observed before that in order to
combat trafficking of women and children effec-
tively, authorities have to attach great importance
to the social and economic factors of the challenge.
Social resistance is a must. So far the government
has done very little in promoting this key factor.
What little consciousness has developed until now
is mainly because of the lone ranging efforts of the
few women's rights organisations and the press.
The government would do well to make imagina-
tive and extensive use of the electronic media to
enhance consciousness. But above all it should be
remembered that the main reason behind traffick-
ing is poverty. Unless something effective is done
to alleviate rural poverty. human trafficking will
be always there .

Quota Forgery

It has become a trait with us. We end up doing
something basic only when pressured by a Pando-
ra's Box opening right before our face, which we
could and should have done at the first opportunity

L]

in an unembarrassed frame of mind. A remedial
measure invariably comes as a riotous af-
terthought, hardly ever as a visualised antidote to
an evil that might well have been foreseen to occur
downstream.

All of this comes to mind when reacting to the
BGMEA's belated initiative to keep an online vigil
on export quota utilisation which is alleged to
‘have been defrauded in respect of a specific con-
signment to the USA. While the US authorities say

‘that some 14,000 dozen coats and non-suit wear
were overshipped to them — beyond the approved
quota, that is — the BGMEA points out there is no
record with it to show that the quota had been ex-

hausted.

It is alright that the BGMEA has signed a memo-
randum of understanding with the Amcham to im-
plement the automation project which operatively
involves the US port authorities and the US im-
porters but this effort should in no way detract us
from the cardinal need for a thorough investiga-
tion into the matter. All the dirty linens must be
washed for the sake of transparency. It is not only
a question of our export-earning being undercut
presumably by some ghosts but also spmethmg
that can tell upon our goodwill rating which needs
all the blandishments we are capable of giving it
after it has been recovered from the GSP certifica-
tion of origin mess.

Whether it is a human error on the documenta-
tion side or a deliberate act of fraudulence by a
third party or a country using the name of
Bangladesh, the truth simply cannot come out by
merely airin& suspicions or making conjectures. A
probe is needed to unravel it. We urge all concerned

‘to cooperate in this most needed transparency cx-

ercise. \ ] -

Something is wrong in the sea water. Large
number of dead sea fish have reportedly been found
floating on the water around coastal areas like Ku-
tubdia, Maheshkhali, Anwara and Sandwip. This
is an alarming piece of news. The worry does not
stop at the suggestion of serious pollution of the sea
water adding a new dimension to our environmen-
tal degradation but raises the sinister possibility
of a major health sector disaster. Given the poor
level of health consciousness and economic com-
pulsion of people in this part of the world, there is
every possibility that these dead fishes will land in
the markets and will be swooped upon as real bar-
gain by the unsuspecting buyers, specially those
who are not privileged enough to have this once
abundant protein source regularly and sufficiently
in their daily diet. And that can prove an occasion
for collective and mammoth health disorder. The
government will have to take steps to guard against
this possibility while making a thorough investi-
gation into this marine mayhem.

Forming a committee comprising experts in
marine zoo ugK will be the first step in that direc-
tion. The work has reportedly begun. Samples of
the dead fishes have been collected for that pur-
pose. Hopefully the reason behind this sudden dev-
astation of valuable marine resources will be
known sooner than later. There have been reports
quoting officials of the relevant departments sug-
gesting that dumping in the sea of rice earlier
deemed unfit for human consumption is the cause
of this pestilence. If that exactly is the reason then
the government should think about exercising its
right to protect country’s environment much more
'stmng‘l}/ than it has done so far. How dare foreign
ships despite being instructed to dump the rotten
rice in the deep sea offloaded themselves close to
our coastal areas? Who will foot the bill fqor the
damage? Apart from boosting naval vigilance to
guard against such stealthy sabotaging ot the envi-
ronment in future, the authorities should seek in-

‘ternational cooperation to curb the pollution of
|_seas and oceans.

The American Presidency

Beyond the Bill Clinton-Monica Lewinsky Scandal

by M. Rashiduzzaman

At the end of a bitter impeachment hearing, the Americans may have to settle for a politically hurt and
weakened presidency that cannot act with initiative and dexterity. He will lose his credibility as a
leader who can deliver.

ITH an impeachment
inquiry hanging over
the White House, Bill

Clinton's presidency is reeling
under the Monica Lewinsk

scandal that has sent shoc

waves throughout America,
also around the world capitals.
For me this is the second
catastrophic presidential crisis
to watch and read about, the
first one being the Watergate
climax, when | was relatively
new in America. Still, I remem-
ber watching angry President
Richard Nixon, exclaiming, "I
am not a crook!" I have that sul-
try summer day in 1974 very
much in my mind when Nixon,
already resigned from the pres-
idency in disgrace, was board-
ing the helicopter in the White
House lawn, and leaving the
most exalted position in his
life, for good. 1 was visiting an
upstate New York campus offer-
ing a summer workshop. MY
wife, my children and niyself
were invited to a barbecue at the
residence of a friend, also a po-
litical science faculty at the
University there.

We were glued to the TV
watching the high drama of
American politics when my
host, though a registered Demo-
crat, also ﬁall sorry by the sight
of a Republican president leav-
ing in shame, and, in a reflec-
tive mood, asked me: "Rashid,
how do you feel about the whole
development? Will it destabilize
the American form of gov-
ernment, forever? You are nol
an American, do you have a

"different perspective?’ 1 was

never an avid student of Ameri-

- can politics, but 1 knew wha_lt
was happening, mostly media
driven, not necessari most

objective. 1 did not 1 ink it
would permanently injure the
future American politics, but it
would possibly weaken the
presidency at least for a while.
That's what 1 told my friend.
Nearly two decades have
elapsed since then, and Clinton
may face the same fate, as that
of Nixon, but my thought on the
longstanding sustainability of
the American machinery ol

and ideological beliefs.

love to make speeches
about human rights and
freedom. Such speeches give
them an opportunity to deliver
idealistic phrases about the
dignity of the human species,
heaving oaths about the evil of
war and to invoke the Almighty
in the context of making
solemn promises to peace,

PDLITICIANS. of all shades

justice a1 ireedom.

Human rights speeches may
occur more frequently in com-
ing months, with the approach
of the 50th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, which was adopted
by the United Nations in De-
cember, 1948.

Only two reactions would be
suitable if any such speecli
should be made now by the
leaders of the so-called "[ree
world* — Bill Clinton. Tony
Blair, Kofi Annan, or any other
leader of the West. Listeners
may either gag or indulge in
sardonic laughter. After what
has been happening in the
Balkans for the last seven
months, no one can be blamed
for cynicism when it comes to
the rhetoric of the Western
leaders.

In the name of wiping out the
Muslim members of the sepa-
ratists Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA), the Yugoslav President,
Slobodan Milosevic has un-
leashed a terror campaign by
cracking down on the ethnic
Albanian population in
Kosovo.

overnment has changed little.
%he coming weeks, possibly
months will be grueling for the
president. and the American

political  precinects will he
topsy-turvy, but it will not
dramatica destanlize the

U.S. political system itself.

Belween the presidential and
parliamentary forms of democ-
racy, my personal preference is
for the laier depending on the
circumstances, and | am aware
of the negatives of the American
presidency that can be ag-
gravated by the congressional
gridlock. Walter. Lippman, the
journalist, writer and a politi-
cal confidant of several presi-
dents once said that the Ameri-
can system was like a two-vol-
ume novel where the hero and
heroine got married in the first
part, and in the second volume
they got a divorce! In a way, it's
very much true. The president
can propose, but the Congress
will dispose. Often, it's an an-
tagonistic relationship since
the power of the president is
largely determined by his
moral capacity to persuade the
legislative branch. The Ameri-
can political history could be
fantasized as a tug of war be-
tween the president and the
Congress. somelimes the presi-
dent wins. and sometimes the
Congress prevails. The presi-
dential power has been on the
downward slope since 1974, and
the current sexual scandal,
mostly catalyzed by the inde-
pendent counsel Kenneth Starr,
and whatever comes out of it,
may further escalate the slide.

The wheel of American his-
tory will possibly turn against
the executive branch for a num-
ber of reasons:

When the founding fathers
put together the U.S. Constitu-
tion, they did not anticipate the
enormous power of the media
that can keop on "exposing” the

government leaders’ wrongdo-
ing evidently for a better gover-
nance but also for sensational-
ism, and better ratings that
bring the industry more adver-
tisement revenue. The power of
investigative journalism im-
mortalized reporters like Carl
Bernstein and Bob Woodward
during the Watergate investiga-
tion, and the media assault on
public officials continues with
the growing advancement of the
electronic media.

Any president. however suc-
cessful, could be challenged on
the fuzzy grounds of moral im-
perfections including the pri-
vale life. The growing Christian
Right. lor exainple, has drawn
its political battle plan adinnst
Clinton to remove him lrom of-
fice on grnu;_lds ol his ailegec}

riury and failure in persona
E}cn{'aﬁy. Some Clinton back-
ers even hinted that Kenneth
Starr himself was also a be-
liever in the moral orthodoxy
cherished by the religious right
in America, According to the
published opinion polls, 21 per
cent of the Americans expected
their president to be a moral
leader. Such religious/moral

roclivities are likely to gain
urther ascendancy in the
American political life, and ob-
servers sniff polarization in the
air.

The old doctrine of executive
privilege has been dwindling.
and the future presidential
aides will think twice before
carrying out such responsibili-
ties that would have any poten-
tial for controversies and in-
quest. Beyond the gripping tale
ol Clinton-Monica sexual €s-
capade, Kenneth Starr's relent-
less inguisition will haunt the
White House for many years (o
COmne,

Numerous observers con-
clude that the Congress is now
more partisan than ever belore

and the old buckle of give and
take that links the executive
and legislative branches will be
weaker in the future. The events
and circumstances [e.g the
Civil War, the Great Depression,
the World War 11, the Cold War)
that generally make the
Congress yield its power to the
president no longer exist
presently. Economic prosperily
and international peace are not
the good times for the American
presidency to rise!

The White House crisis re-
ally put America at the cross-
roads of history between an in-
quisitorial Congress and a
hounding media on the one
hand, and the American public
on Lhe other. As of this writing,
the opinion polls indicated that
majority of the Americans,
distraught they may be, did not
want Clinton to resiﬁn or be
impeached. Well-orchestrated
volleys of the Starr Report,
coming in waves, and with the
pornographic details, did not,
so far, shift the quantum of
public support for letting Clin-
tom complete his term in office.
Even those wlio want him 1o go
arguc that the aupeachinent
provedhare will e divisive while
niatly burning questions are
knocking at the door. Indica-
tions are available that Clin-
ton, while fighting for his polit-
ical life, could not give his
fullest attention to the business
of the state. Recently, he post-
poned his trip to South Asia
where he was expected to take
initiative for halting nuclear
proliferation there. Events in
the Middle East, the Serb mas-
sacres in Kosovo, and the feared
economic meltdown. to men-
tion the important ones, de-
serve immediate presidential
attention. Any intensification
of those looming crises on the
horizon may invoke a [resh
resurgence of the presidential

power. There are born-again
skeptics about the congres-
sional ability to lead the na-
tion, in place of the president.
Impeachment is uncharted
water in American politics, and
nobody is certain whether Clin-
ton can be readily removed
from office unless he opts for a

" resignation on his own. The en-

tire American political process
may be entangled in the legal
hair splitting and semantics. of
what is an impeachable offense
and what constitutes a sexual
engagement. Indeed, impeach-
ment in America is both a legal
process and a political ques-
tion. Politically, the House of
Representative could go ahead
with the impeachment charges
sitice the Republicans held the
majority there, but that will be

of no avail in the Senate unless

the Democrats join the Republi-
cans to constitute the two-
thirds majority for the removal
of President Clinton through
impeachment.

At the end of a bitter im-
peachment hearing, the Ameri-
cans may have to settle for a
politically hurt and weakened
presidency that cannot act with
initiative and dexterity. He will
lose his credibility as a leader
who can deliver. Considering
all the distractions that will be
dawn upon the nation, many
pen‘]h: are suggesting a possible
deal that will include a legisla-
tive censure of President Clin-
ton, short of a removal by im-
peachment. In his New York
Times article, October 4, 1998,
former President Gerald R
Ford. recommendcd Congres-
sional rebukces lor Clinton to
avord the spectre of anpeach-
tent.

Notwithstandimg Clinton's
calamity, few would doubt the
underlying solidity of the
American political system that

the Watergate crisis, the Iran-
Contra scandal and occasional
legislative-executive deadlocks,
both Reagan and Clin-
ton's . |1 have heard
a few despairing over their
checks and balances that pro-
mote more conflict than ac-
commeodation. but most Ameri-
cans love their form of govern-
ment. The viability of a politi-
cal contrivance s on the
succession pr ure, and the
American presidential succes-
sion mechanism, well defined
as it i1s. has stood the test of
time and crises. We have seen
the American institutional re-
silience when President
Kennedy was assassinated, and
when Richard Nixon was forced
to resign in order to avoid a
pamful impeachment.

Finally, a weakened presi-
dency does nol necessarily in-
dicate an institutional collapse
for the United States. Two re-
cent American presidencies

ted by Gerald Ford and
Jimmy Carter respectively were
viewed by many as weak. By no
means, marked the "end of
history” for the American insti-
tutional arrangement. | don't
see any unusual tension in the
civil society. | was in Waﬁhkﬁ-
mni;hD'(S:' recently, tgd;};iﬁ
ter the Starr rt t -
ized the whnlminn. but there
were no troop movements therel
Nor did | see any military tank
patrolling the streets! It's an in-
dication that the Americans
could sail through a political
crisis without using the mili-
tary means. Except a few minor
scuffles between the pro-Clin-
ton and anti-Clinton protago-
nists in one or two cities, [ have
not heard of individuals and
groups shooting at each other
over what the president did or
didn't. The Americans are al-
lowing the Congress and the
constitutional stipulations to
go through the motion. That's
pretty instructive for other na-
tions struggling to establish
their own democratic process.

The author writes from

survived over 200 years. During Glassboro, New Jersey, USA

Speeches Won't Save Kosovo's Victims

Bosnia very nearly became the graveyard of the western world's moral reputation. Today, three years after
that war, the US and its NATO allies are marching toward the same graveyard, acting as though they have
seen nothing and learned nothing.

Suice the begimmunge of this
year, Miiosevic has tried to
wipe out the ethinic Albanian
separatists in Kosovo by con-
ducting a village-to-village at-
trition war. He seems deter-
mined to punish the civilian
population. More than a thou-
sand people have been Kkilled
while another halfl of a million
have been forced to flee from
their homes. They have limited
access to food and shelter and
mosltly live in the open. Facing
the onset of a Balkan winter,
Lhe plight of these refugees sig-
nal a looming humanitarian
catastrophe.

Images of Serbian police
rampaging through the Muslim
liomes in an orgy of destruction
ltas been flashed on TV sereetis
around the world. Busloads ot
Albamian  wonen: dragging
their tattered belongings and
holding on to their innocent
children have fled HKosovo.
Rather than confront the ethnic
cleansing and genocide, the
western leaders initially pre-
tended that it wasn't happening.
This gave Milosevic and his se-
curity forces enough time and
opportunity to burn and bomb
their way through the ethic Al-
banian Muslim-dominated
province of Kosovo.

Only in the face of universal
outrage, the western leaders

were [orced lo confront reality
and demand that Milosevic
cease all mulitary aclion

against the civilians or face
grave consequernces.

However, Milosevic is any
thing but naive, He called the
western bluff and continued
with his heinous act. From time
to time he would make a verbal
commitinent to agree Lo a cease-

lire, only to renege as soon the
international pressure on him
was softened.

Although the atrocities per-
petrated in Kosovo doesnt yet
match the horror unleashed in
Bosnia, the latest episodes of
civilian massacres point oul to
the potential for another catas-
trophe in the region. Last week.
the Serbian police killed more
than a dozen men in a mass ex-
ecution near the town of Kijevo.
a former stronghold of the sep-
aratist Kosovo Liberation
Army. Reports of this mass exe-
cution followed accounts of a

massacre of at least sixteen
civilians, including women and
children in a nearby village
Human rights activists have re-
ported the death of over sixly
people in a single weekend.
Memnbers of the Serbian po-
lice and Yugoslav army mur-
dered innocent Albanians in
particularly sadistic fashion.
Almost all the vicums werg

women, children or older
adults, who had been shot at
close range or had been slashed.

Atrocities in the Balkans are
not new, of course: they oc-
curred during the ethnic cleans-
ing ol Bosnia until 1995. Now,
similar atrocities are occurring
in Kosovo, committed by the
same Serbs. It seems like the
repeat of the same game plan,
only at a different venue.

The international commu-
ity needs to be galvanised to
face up to Milosevic and ratchet
up the pressure on him. How-

One day weekly
holiday

Sir, The present government
after assuming power imple-
mented two-day weekly holiday
which was not their election
pledge. The move was rather
criticised than hailed by differ-
ent quarters. And in apprehen-
sion of adverse effect on coun-
try's economy, bank holidays
were reduced to one day. Gradu-
ally came in the line ol one-day
holiday the stock bourses. It is
reported that PM Secretariat
wiﬂ remain open seven days a
week in view of proper distribu-
tion of relief work due to the
devastating flood.

My question is, when the
head of the government's office
can remain open throughout
the week, then why the Divi-
sional Commissioner, District
Commissioner and other gov-
ernment offices are not ordered
to enjoy one-day weekly holi-
day for intensive supervision of
relief distribution? Postal ser-
vices and other public utility
services should also reduce
their weekly holidays to one
day.

Due to century's worst ever
flood that engulfed the entire
country for more than two
months, communication net-
work has totally broken down.
Among the government utility
services only the railway au-
thority demonstrated their sin-
cerity with their limited re-
sources to keep the train com-
munication operative despite

inundation of rail track by
flood water at various points.
Communication network on
various modes will take a Ingg
time to be normal after flo
water recedes, as because
washed away roads, bridges and
culverts are to be reconstructed.
In this circumstance Postal
Department, one type of public
communication network can
play a significant role enjoying
one-day holiday and working
six days a week gearing up their
services carrying messages,
telegrams, money orders, dis-

tributing letters at the remotcs!
places to the flood-affectled
people whose near and dear
ones are away from them as an
incident of job, business or due
to devastating flood.

Md Lutfar Rahman
Malnichhera Tea Estate, Sylhet

National Savings
Bureau
Sir, Unlike the previous

regime, the present governinernl
has launched an attractive
scheme to motivate people by
inducing them to purchase var-
ious National Saving Certifi-
cates al lucrative interest rates.
Particularly two types of these
certificates are a source of gravy
train to the purchaser of these
certificates, viz, the certificate
which is valid for 5 years with
interest rate of 13.25 per cent
and payable on half yearly ba-
sis. Another certificate which is
valid for 3 years with interest
rate of 13.50 per cent which is
payable on quarterly basis,
These two types of certificates
are very popular among the
middle class.

But there lies the crunch
when the half-yearly and quar-
terly interest becomes due ...
and the person has to proceed Lo
the Bureau for drawing the
amount, along with the coupon.
Al the Bureau, the person con-
cerned has to wait and kick the
heels for considerable time,
From the Bureau, when a size-
able number of coupon holders
assemble, then the Assistant
Director assigns a staff to escort
them to relevant bank to which
the Bureau is affiliated. Then
these coupon holders have to
wait for a considerable length
of time simply to collect the
amount. This exercise is surely
a nightmarish ordeal particu-
larly for the old and aged per-
SOns.

This tedious and tiring
odyssey can be avoided if the
Asstl. Director of the Bureau is
authorised to issue cross on

suliply bearer cheque to anv
bank according to the conve-
tence of the client. If such a
syslemn is adopted, it will go a
long way to mitigate the hard-
ship and suffering of the op-
pressed and harassed clients.
The Finance Minister S A M S

Kibria and tlie Governur of
Bangladesh Bank cawork onl
the mwodalities in conjunclion

ul the Director ol National Sav-
ings Bureau.

N H Sufi
1 7/6-C, Tajmohal Road
Md Pur, Dhaka-1207,

Employment Bank

Sir. The Employment Bank
— the name which indicates its
speciality, has been inaugu-
rated lately be the government
through atcumulating a capital
of 1(}5 crore taka. The targel
group of the bank will be the
unemployed youths who have
latent potential to operate a
successful venture but have no
financial support. The most
distinctive feature of the bank,
beside the conventional system
is, sanctioning loans without
any collateral security. Loans
up to Tk. 50000 will not require
any guarantor, but the borrow-
ers will have to deposit their
academic certificates with the
bank. The bank will also dis-
burse loans among those who
do not have formal education,
but have the skill to make a
project viable.

The establishment of the
employment bank is a timely
effort as well as a bold step too.
Default culture spreads over in
such a way that 38 per cent of
the disbursed loans fall in this
category, of the government's
commercial banks.

Defaulters may give guide-
lines to the efficient operations
of the employment. Default cul-
ture will not grow in the mind
of the target group if loans are

LY

disbursed to the right people
who present viable projects.
considering socio-economic
condlitions of the country. Such
projects contribute to the

poverly alleviation ol the
country and also open up more
employment opportunities. It is
praiseworthy that the bank will
provide loans to farming. poul-
try, {isheries, small business on
agriculture and other sectors,
especially in computer busi-
ness. A network of the bank
allover the country would ac-
celerate economic activities in
the country and would also
bring social order.

Mohammad Arif Uddin
1167 East Nasirabad, Chit-

tagong

Nelson Mandela

shows the way

Sir. Addressing the 12th
Non-aligned Movement (NAM)|
summit in Durban, South
Africa, the lion of African con-
tinent Nelson Mandela without
fear, favour or ill-will towards
anybody said: "all NAM mem-
bers are 'concerned' that the
Kashmir issue should be solved
through peaceful negotiations.”

Nelson Mandela spoke noth-
ing against India or Pakistan.
He simply, from the core of his
heart, expressed the need for the
solution of Kashmir problem
on humanitarian ground.

We strongly believe and feel
that if the world leaders includ-
ing presidents of USA, Russia,
France, Egypt, Indonesia,
Chancellor nF Germany and

rime ministers of UK, Japan,

alaysia and Bangladesh
kindly raise their voice boldly
like l&'elsun Mandela in the half
a century old Kashmir problem,
which is threatening a nuclear
war in South Asia would be
solved in no time,

0. H. Kabir .
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203.

ever, the reaction that we see
from Lthe NATO and other in-
ternational leaders can only be
described as timid and tooth-
less. Now, as before, the outside
world is fretting and doing little
more. The government of the
United States urged "a strong
and decisive end to what is hap-
ening,” and Britain has called
or an emergency meeting of the
UN Security Council. Kofi An-
nan has reported to the Security
Council that the Yugoslav
forces had increased their at-
tacks on Kosovo's ethnic Alba-
nians even after a UN resolu-
tion demanding a cease-fire.

President Clinton has called
on Milosevic to honour the UN
resolution and has sent Richard
Holbrooke to drive home to the
Yugoslav leadership the gravity
of the situation. NATO has
threatened imminent air
strikes if Milosevic doesn't
comply.

But it seems that Milosevic
has called the blulf of the west-
ern leaders and is playing the
classic game of making false
proimises in order to come out
fromn the tight situation. He has
done this before and knows that
he can get away with it.

Why has NATUO stepped up its
verbal rhetoric and is calling
for air strikes? | can think of
only two reasons. First, the
shame and guilt of not acting

earlier in saving the lives of
many innoceént victims is fi-
nally getting to them. Second,
the {(ﬂsnvn episode gives NATO
an opportunity to redeem soIme
of its diminished credibility. As
someone pointed out, "What is
the point of extendin§ security
to peaceful parts of Europe,
while leaving other parts
burning?"

It is possible that their de-
layed reaction may be due to the
fact that the victims of the
atrocities are primarily Mus-
lims. We could only mne the
speed at which they would have.
acted if only the perpetrators
were Muslims! If this is not
hypocracy among the western
leaders, I don't know what is!

Despite the rhetoric, the
possibility of NATO air strikes
are reinole. Russia is making a
last ditch ellorl Lo save 1S ra-
ditional ally — the Serbs. Given
the already cool relations be-
tween the West afid Russia due
to the financial chaos in the
Russian economy, it is unlikely
that the West would want to an-
tagonise Russia any further.

Hence it is time to say to the
western leaders that please
spare us — above all, spare the
victims of Kosovo — the talk.
The time for action, for rescue,
is now. Bosnia very nearly be-
came the graveyard of the west-
ern wnrlcﬁs moral reputation.
Today, three years after that
war. the US and its NATO allies
are marching toward the same
graveyard, acting as though
they have seen nothing and
lcarned nothing.

Mother Nature had spoiled
the Bengalees for thousands of
generations to become lazy,
since the formation of the delta
in the region millions of years
ago. by providing plenty of wa-
ter, natural silt as fertiliser
(much more eco-friendly than
chemical fertilisers). fertile and
flat arable land. and plenty of
spare time for culture and art to
flourish (the badralokh mental-
ity is ecologically related).

The fertility of the womb
malched the fertility of the soil,
without contradicting the natu-
ral laws. The economic dispar-
ity was later introduced by hu-
man governance, unwittingly
becoming inhuman from time
to time, but today we are reap-
ing the harvest of the [all ouls
— LU Lliklly puupst il oo Lit-
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Natural calamities reposi
tion the levels once in a while,
Now the new notion of
Bangladesh is trying to take off
economically; but, paradoxi-
cally, with a 5-day week, seek-
ing higher GNP and GDP, out of
tune with the modern environ-
ment.

Our work efficiency and
standard of work ethics is much
lower than' normal; therefore
we have to work longer, and
harder, to raise the standard of
the country, which is statisti-
cally positioned at the bottom
group of ten of the UN list.

Let us face it: there is no
unanimity on the sudden intro-
duction of the 5-day week, from
the usual 55 days. The rehabili-
tation work after the recent
floods will take a couple of
years of abnormal and addi-
tional and supplementary ac-
tivities, This is the time to re-
vert to the previous working
hours, in keeping with the in-
ternational requirements,
Strike when the iron is hot.

H.E:E:i:

Stke Whe the Iron 1s Hot

A Zabr

Empty brain is a devil's work-
shop. Keep the people busy, for
their own good. We must re-
member we are shirkers basi-
cally inside (phaki metality).

This is the time to be strict
and enforce existing rules and
regulations to ensure that rou-
tine jobs are done in a routine
manner, without the popularity
syndrome interfering in dilut-
ing the sense of duty. Undue po-
litical interference should be
made a punishable offence. The
staff, workers, and wage earn-
ers have to be hammered with
the awareness aspect of respon-
sibility carried by each and ev-
ery post in the public or private
service. The incumbents should
realize the simple message:
work, or get oul. We are too soft
on the implementation side
(tryving for cheap popularity
through nepﬁtismr

There are too many exam-
ples to site here where the ad-
ministration has failed to de-
liver the goods — cannot make
the people work! The city's
perennial traffic jam is due to
soft-pedalling the existing regu-
lations, and misplaced human
kindness. The authority is try-
ing to please whom?

The DCC is a non-starter.
Politics cannot run a
metropolitan municipality; in
the sense that professionalism
has to be introduced, and re-
spected by tl:}%goliucal bosses.
'Igcre isag deal of differ-
ence between amateur politics
and professional political deci-
sion-making processing. Public
representation “oes not mean
dereliction of duty, and living
on air coming out of the loud-
speakers!

Lel us solve only two prob-
lems in the first phase: reintro-
duce the former weekly working
hours (as demanded by the in-
dustry and others), and clear

Dhaka's traffic jams. The third
item can wait.
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