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The Needy are Partyless

Some reports have cast doubt en whether the
government's agricultural rehab programme would
reach out to all the flood-affected farmer house-
holds. We are hopeful that the agile and receptive
agriculture and food ministry will graciously pay
heed'to it as something of an early warning — not
too early in practical terms though; because the
lead time to start the Rabi season was partly short-
‘ened by the long duration of the floods and partly
lost in determining the modus operandi for the re-
habilitation work.

The sovernment's massive rehabilitation pack-
age for the peasantry consists of emergency agri-
grants, loans and inputs in kind like seeds,
saplings and fertilisers approximately valued at
Tk 4000 crore, the biggest chunk being Tk 3200
crore earmarked for credit disbursement. The gov-
crnment has put a distribution mechanism in op-
cration and set the criteria for distribution as well.
The chairmen and members of the union councils,
NGO representatives from ADAB and Department
of Agriculture Extension officials will identify the
cligible farmers against certain stated yardsticks:
lLandless, small and marginal groups owing less
than 2.5 acres of land.' Sharecoppers too, would be
entitled to krishi loans without any collateral but
they should have guarantors to attest to their ca-

pacity to repay. from crops of course.
Some reports have it that the UP chairmen and

members are coming out in their true political
colours while listing eligible candidates for the re-
habilitation support with the result that many
flood-affected farmers are left deeper into the
lurch. This is tantamount to area-wise discrimina-
tion, patently so reprehensible given that those
who are flood-hit and needy belong to no political
party whatsoever; they are victims of a natural
calamity, pure and simple. The government should
require the listing to be done compulsorily on the
basis of consensus reached among all the compo-
nents of the distribution mechanism — the local
government leaders, NGO representatives, exten-
sion officials and NCB and specialised bank func-
tionaries.

Going by the massive size of the undertaking we
and the rest of the world would really be sick as a
parrot if even a single needy farmer is left out. And,
given the stake involved, we do not see why the
government should allow the exercise to be sub-
verted through any incipient political tug of war.

Challenge of Snail's Pace

It was on July 4 a barge carrying the generators
for the 75mw Shambhuganj gas-turbine thermal
power station arrived in Bangladesh. Two weeks
later, on July 18, the barge set out for destination
which lies opposite Mymensingh town, just across
the Old Brahmaputra. Well, the thing hasn't yet
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made its destination in 82 days since leaving
Mongla.

This, more than anything else, is surely a mea-
sure ol Bangladesh's underdevelopment. The barge
could travel up to Mehendiganj in Barisal and then
the flood currents proved too much for it to sail up.
Two tugs were brought in from Singapore and on
August 11 those two, helped in by a small fleet of
other locally available tugs — towed the barge up to
Bahadurabad. Reaching there on September 19, the
barge couldn’t make way any further. For with the
flood waters subsiding rapidly, the riverway has
been left with a depth of 1.5 metres and the draft of
the barge is way beyond two metres. It is stuck up
there and will remain so till the floods next season
give it way.

Beside badly hurting the commissioning sched-
ule of the Shambuganj power station — April, 1999
— the barge odyssey can earn us only one thing —
finding a place in the Guinness Book. Moving
heavy-weight plants and machinery is nothing
new to Bangladesh. There are much bigger power
plants in the land and these all were fabricated
abread and moved to exact site without a hitch re-
sembling the present one.

Involved first in the matter are two contractors,
one Japanese and the other French, who are also
responsible for reaching the generators to site and
erecting them. Then there is the Rural Power Com-
pany, the owners of the power station. And on top
of it all is the government of Bangladesh. How can
we accept the position that a 2,500 ton lot cannot
be moved by any means, in one piece or separately,
even after the four join their heads and resources
together? Whether the barge moves or not, its load
must travel up to Shambhuganj where 70 per cent
of all work is complete, to get the station opera-
tional by April next. .

Shameful Conviction Rate

The prosecution to conviction ratio in criminal
cases is low in Bangladesh. The share in this of
women's repression cases is still less. The rape
cases alone stack up in hundreds every year. And
aver a whole year there is news hardly of one or
two convictions. Bangladesh is that rare country
where a gang of rapists go about their crime in the
full confidence of having never to face the music.

That is why the sentencing of eight persons to
life imprisonment In a case of gang rape in a
Comilla village becomes a front-page news. And we
comment on the news to underline the necessity of
improving upon the conviction rate in such cases
particularly. If it doesn't, the criminal justice in-
stitutions of the judiciary will hardly have any
meaning and the nation would be condemned to be
a criminals’ quarry. '

The present case was disposed of by the special |

court for. child and women repression cases.
That's how the verdict could come in so soon. Oth-

erwise weighed down by tens of thousands of cases
dragging on for years, this could be lost without the |
judge's ever it. :
ere is more to such cases beyond the usual
crime and punishment. It is the social price ex-
acted from the victim for the crime of being raped. |
The 18-year old girl was married only seven
:n:ul:th& After th;clrnsvl:lfcgt her husb?_lnd would not
et her take up ely position. He completel
ceased to have any connection with the girl. 3 g
In India the courts are already making the con-
victs pay for the quantifiable losses of the wronged

ones. Let it be a food for thought for our courts and
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N UMEI}IC prntl';uinlnml
uantify poverty in stan-
gard measures of flows of
consumption and/or income.
A:cnrgin to tl}:ic:-f lﬁaumnte
aroun per cen e people
in Bangladesh subsist below the
poverty line and the crisis is
conceritrated in the country-
side.

The poor, and the much
more numerous rural poor, are
not homogeneous. Some poor
are " like us” only poorer than
us, but the "ultra poor’ are dif-
ferent. Suffering from acute
ph¥ﬂlnﬂl deprivation, lack of
PTG ST L) X 4
ctally peripheral, sometimes
very near to the untouchables,
They include the assetless,
abandoned women or widows,
those rngﬁged in lowly occupa-
tifons. ethnic minorities, no-
madic artisanal fishermen or
the floating population like

ieces of crumbling eroded

and. Many are physically at
the fringe, on the of or in

between habitats. They are the
wretched of the earth and there-
fore hardly visible. They are
easily missed out in surveys
and even In censuses.

They conjure up the h‘r%e of
the indigents in Paris in 1657, a
population without any asset or
resource, without social moor-
ings and a class rejected. On the
morning of May 14, 1657 the
archers of the Hopital General
began to hunt them down and
herd them into the Hopital.
They were allowed to exist, but
they must accept the ph{ynica]
and moral restraints ol con-
finement and remain invisible
(Madness and Civilization by
Michael Foncault).

How many of them are in
Bangladesh? Measured by calo-
rie intake of less than 1800
kecal, they constitute 36 per cent
of the total population, the ul-
tra poor in the countryside
varying between 24 and 40 per
cent. Call them by whatever
name, around 23 million of the
poorest of the r continue o

remain outside the dcwzlﬂf-'
¥

ment process and are hard

reached by poverty alleviation
measures like income genera-
tion through self employment
or capacity building through

o Much Alike, Yet So Different”

“S
Some

poor are “ like us” only poorer than us, but the uﬂr;:pom"md:ﬂ’émnt. Suffering from acute physical

deprivation, lack of self-esteem or control over day to day survival, they are socially peripheral,
sometimes very near to the untouchables.

access to education, th care
and nutrition. Even the social
safety nets quite often pass
them by.

Fuw:rt?r reduction has long
and rightly been the central fo-
cus of national development

lans. The targeted and discrete
nterventions have, no doubt,
resulted in a modest reduction
in poverty levels. But wretched-
ness remains. If it cannot be up-
rooted it is made invisible in-
stead. These invisible ultra
poor are very often the missing
poor. ;
The unindimensional con-
centration on income alone
may not be sufficient for meet-
ing the day to day, sometimes
hour by hour, survival needs of
the poorest. The laudable initia-
tives of micro-credit for self
emp t and income gener-
ation by the peer groups of the
poor have ind em ered
many of the disadvantaged and

less privileged women. given
ir chélq{ca lo educa
on and health care and pro-

vided them with secure roofs
over their heads. But, unfortu-
nately, the extreme poor are
sometimes bypassed through
soclal discrimination by the
not-so-poor. Sometimes th
exclude themselves due to lac
of time. energy, control over
day to day survival and most
importantly due to the more ag-
onising fact of loss of self-re-
specl. As mentioned earlier, the
social safety-nets elude them.
The resources allocated through
compassionate public action
are more often than not trapped
in the nets of the local power
holders. What is more distress-
ing but cannot be quantified are
the abuses and insults, helpless
and pain or ‘the touching of the
feel and swallowing abuses.’
There are other structural
problems contributing to the
deprivation process which are
either not taken cognizance of
or swept under the carpetl. To
illustrate some of these struc-
tural predispositions let me
enumerale a few: gender dis-
crimination in wage-rate and

intra-household distribution of
assets and benefits; sudden
shocks like natural disaster:
loss of assets such as homestead
and livestock: death or pro-
longed illness of an earning
member, and many others
ranging from seasonal deficits
to meeting unforeseen ex-
penses, i.e. dowry. It is nearly
impossible to reach nor, reha-
bilitate the still numerous mis-
c;ahle people without structural
c :
Acute physical vation
is no dou tran important pa-
rameters ol extreme poverty.
But their basic survival nceJl
cannot be encompassed by a fo-
cus on income generation
alone. Equally important -are

vulnerabili-
minimal asset
bases, Sr‘bu for ab-
sorbing sudden shocks and
overcoming structural handi-
caps. Without such a holistic
approach, the wretched of the
earth cannot take advantage of
micro credit or income generat-
ing activities.

Who are these ultra r?
First, as | have mentio ear-
lier, they are without any pro-
ductive asset. Their consump-
tion level is less than 1800 kcal
and their per capita income is
about 60 per cent of the other
poor. Second. they have fewer
adult earning members with
more children below the age ol
ten vears. Third, het us
as tlhey are many belong to the
least privileged women

income erodin
ties, creation

headed /managed households.
clthnic minorities or occupa-
tional groups who are consid
ered outside the shamaj P,

Nothing else matters

Sir. 1 was amused reading
the letter of Mr F Karim from
Khulshi Hill, Chluagnng. pub-
lished on 1st October, ‘98. 1t is
typical of the male dominant
world.

He wrote, "A woman has de-
stroyed the most powerful man
on earth. Monica Lewinsky has
finished President Bill Clin-
ton.” But how could a mere in-
tern finish the president if he
himsell is not inclined to be
finished? How could Monica
come near to Bill Clinton if he
had not arranged the secret
imeetings, phone conversation
and exchange of gifts? Accord-
ing to Mr Karim's observation,
Monica was an implant by
Clinton’s enemy to trap him. So
what? Hundreds of Monicas
may be implanted but why
should the president fall for
them? A very intelligent person
like Bill Clinton acted most
unwisely.

Then Mr F Karim praised
Hillary effusively because ig-
noring her husband's many
scandalous affairs she stood
steadfastly by his side. Bul
Hillary really puzzles me. De-
spite being a highly educated
and capable person, why is she
tolerating all these?

May be nothing else matters
to her as long as she could re-
main the First Lady of the
United States.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad. Chittagong

“Premium”
opportunity

Sir. Some people are truly
taking advantage of people's
sufferings during and after the
ood!

The case in here is the ser-
vice of the so-called comfort-
able “Premium or Metro™ buses.
Suddenly, taking passengers for

ranted. they increased their
are in all routes in the city.
And that too without any prior
notice of passengers. One fine
morning every counter of this
bus service was asking for more
money as fare. When people
asked as to why it was done,

The case in here is the service of
the so-called comfortable
“Premium or Metro” buses.

Suddenly, taking passengers for

granted, they increased their
fare in all routes in the city.

they -- without uttering even a
single word -- pointed al a no-
tice that said the company has
raised the lare.

What a service!

Moreover, we Bengalees
don’t have any self-respect; no-
body is supposed to travel in
those busses, standing. But it's
an every-day phenomenon.

We hear there are many
more companies wailing for
clearance of the authority con-
cerned Lo "serve” :passengers.
Why are those tompanies not
given the permission?

Should we smell the same
old political rat here?

Ishrat Parveen
Mirpur 10, Dhaka

Neck-breaking speed
breakers

Sir, The construction of
speed breakers In our country
are so weird that they have.
over the years da ed innu-
merable vehicles and are con-
tinu to do so which are im-

rted at the cost of valuable

oreign exch i

TEI: speed grukm are de-
signed to ensure that vehicles
slow down at a particular point
for salety reasons. But in ng
coun are designed to
'neck breakers' or to be more

precise ‘car scrapers’.

My assumption is that most
ol the engineers assigned to
construct speed breakers in our
country are only familiar with

overnment jeeps and the

eight of the speed breakers do
not take into consideration
that civilisation has reduced
the clearance of motor cars —
the reasan being that the roads
are supposed to smooth and
the low clearance give better
road grips to cars

The designs ol the speed
breakers at the Chittagong EPZ
are low. but having two bumps
they are designed 1o slow down
traffic without damaging the
vehicles.

The Roads and Highways
Department should take note
and concentrale on construct-
ing more civilised speed-break-
€IS

Mahbubur Rashd
110, Moghbazar
Ramna, Dhaka

Gas in Bogra

Sir, The news item aboul
possibility of finding gas in Bo-
gra has caught my attention
Although the same sign of com-
ing of gas bubbles has occurred
in the past. it will not be wise
for the authonties 1o neglect it
again. People in the northern
region of Bangladesh; espe-
cially the housewives know the
hardship of cooking with kero-
sine stove or LP gas. Those with
lower income group are using
wood as firewood. This is caus-
ing loss of trees in that region.

The authonty claimed in the
past that the reserved gas in Bo-
gra is not economically prol-
itable, The geologists claim that
the geographical structure does
not show any possibility of
finding gas in the northern re-
gion. But the reality is; there is
evidence of gas in that region
and it came out in the same
manner in the past. People of
that region believe that it is a
conspiracy with them. They
think that. when gas and
petroleum can be found in the
nearby Indian region. Why then
should it not be here? This is
the question that is to be con-
sidered seriously.

The government has planed
lo transler gas to the northern
region. It now seems very pos-
sible when the long cherished
Bangabandhu Bridge has been
completed. But if gas is found in
Bogra, it would be easier.

S.M. Enayetur Raheem

House # )35, Road #-4

Ar Eastern Housing
Section-7, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

Weakness rebounds!

Sir, A friendly early warn-
ing to leaders in all sectors:
your weaknesses and compro-
mises will rebound onto your-
sell, when the time is right. and
you cannot do anything about it
— the fall would be so swift and
sudden. For some transient rtr
sonal gains, you have deprived
many others of happiness and
opportunities. Nepotism s an
evil, and the price for its prac-
tice must be paid.

You cannot get more than
what is due to you by your ac-
tions, and you are no Ju: judge
of your reward. Group pressure,
when applied wrongly to right
persons will ultimately fail,
and the initiator will suffer
more than those op . AS
you sow, s0 you reap. It is a
crime to tear the fabrics of a
harmless society ltrugln* to
live a decent and peaceful life.
Even the high heavens will not

forgive transgressors against
humanity.

| am ing these thoughts
after ‘oﬁm October 5
Perspectives column on this

page.

An Elderly Obsen L"ur
Dhaka

Postal toll

Sir. Every post office in
Dhaka is charging Taka 20 for
mailing the DV "99 applications
to Washington. whereas the ac-
tual postal fee 10 the US is Taka
18

Why is this 2-taka impos!
tion? To make people suffer
more ’

Rubina Sultana
Dhaka University, Dhaka

Why no light on
rickshaws?

Sir; Would the Home Secre-
tary. IGP. Mayor DCC. Depuly
Commissioner (Admn. Civil)
Deputy Commissioner Trathe
or any other competent authot
ity kindly tell us it thereas any

law, rule and regulation, secret
government order or insiruc-

Fourth, some are located in
laces difficult to access or
orm of a nomadic popula-
tion artisanal fisher folk,
squatters, peddlers etc. Fifth,
they are, in general, highly vul-
nerable to catastrophic shocks
such as natural disasters, debil-
itating iliness or death of the

income earner of the house-

hold. Sixth their common
mechanism for crises co lrﬁ is
accessing credit throu n-
ship sources. patron-client re-
lationship or through tradi-
tional money lenders [re-
uently by forward selling of
their labour.
Food-assisted interventions
are su to address both the
chronic problems of hunger as

A Z M Obaidullah Khan

also the catastrophic crises.
Geared generally to crisis situa-
tions as those are. the acute
food-insecurity during seasonal
deficits is not. or should | say,
cannot be consistently ad-
dressed. Inaccessible geograph-
ical areas are rarely reached.
Costly as the delivery system is,
such intervention cannot pro-
mote sustainable liveli for
the beneficiaries unless linked
to support services for assisting
the vulnerable households to
reach a level where can ac-
cess both micro-credit opportu-
nities and public goods such as
primary health care and educa-
tion. Further, supported by
praisewortlry donor compas-
sion such intervention, to an
extent, devalues national or
community sell-reliance and
may not always be cosl-effec-
Live

Turndng to public action for
universal education or primary

- socio-economic status.

health care services, opportuni-
ties have definitely expanded.
Non formal education initia-
tives like those of BRAC, have
undoubtedly succeeded in
reaching the children of the
?oorut of the poor. Yet, leakage
rom food fgr education pro-
armme to the non-poor
Igsr:utlmattd to be as high as E
per cent. The problem of pri-
mary school drop-outs contin-
ues to fester and as for the qual-
ity of education, the less said
the better.

Pro-poor health sector in-
terventions are generally non-
discriminatory on the bauiuﬁn: of

I-—
panded I:rngramnm of immu-
nization has attempted to reach
children from the
households. But as public
sector health interventions
cover only about 12 per cent of
the rural populace. The est
households allocate 10-25 per
cent of their meagre income for
private health services. Under
nutrition of children is perva-
sive. Stunting and listlessness
continue to allect sizable numn-
ber of children. That. however,
is a silent disaster and not a
stuff for media head lines Mi-
cro-credit has no doubt made a
difference for the poor. The
Jury is still out on its accessi-
bility for the ultra poor.

The knowledgeable and
compassionate professionals of
the civil society are reluctant to
be vocal about structural con-
straints. The need for social
transformation must not be
pushed beyond the bare mini-
mum in recognition of the h
cost in political and social dis-
ruption. They take cognizance
of structural problems but -
balk' at the high cost of resis-
tance from the power holders, if
something has to be done about
It.

poorest

Quite some time back |1 wrote
in a poem. those who are coura-
geous go to the battle-front. 1 do
not have the courage. So. it will
be dishonest for me to talk
about social restructuring.

: My a al. therefore. which
made in Lhe ; ' a-
tional disa strrum(l:‘ "htl]';‘i]"'I fecent
unprecedented floods in this
very column, is to the 10 to 15
per cent of the fortunate T
of Bangladesh, the more u-
ent upper dle class and
quite comfortable profession-
als like me. If each one of such
households support 5 to 10
families of their ancestral vil-
lages and neighborhoods for an
eiﬁhttutm_'fcﬂrthmhnﬂm,a
difference can be made. A dif-
ference ms;th':l:.l ac::e“f llng{ the
rest to ety-

rammes, to work opportunities
or the able bodied, to education
and health care for the least
privileged women and children
and perhaps to their
empowerment in real terms and
not in rhetoric.

Arguments against such un-
sophisticated reversion to kin-
ship or neighbourhood ties and
responsibilities are many.
Could be, as they say, it is oaa:i ret-
rograde iﬁ:e dream in today's
Bangl . of nuclear families.
I have only a question to ask.
Those of us like me who are
comfortable professionals to-
day may like to take a deep
breath and look back to what
their parents did. Didn't
embrace their less-fortunate
village kins and provide educa-
tional epportunities for their
children? So, why is the apathy
of the more fortunate ones to-
da Is it because, they con-
sider such sentimentality as re-
action or anti pr Or
is it because, they just do not

care?
recall

Gracia Marquez and I quote:
“ 1 have been asleep a long

time,” Mr. Herbert said yawn-

ing.
e “Centuries”, said old Jacob.

"I'm st to death.”

“So is eve else,” Old
Jacob said, ere’'s to
do but go to the beach dig
for crabs.”

Tobias found him scratching
in the sand foaming at the
mouth, and he was surprised to
discover that when rich people
were starving, they looked so
much like the poor. (The Sea of
Lost Time),

=
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tion for the rickshaw-pullers
not to drive their vehicle on
roads. streets. lanes and by-
lanes of Dhaka city with light
in the darkness of night?

If no then why are Lhe nck-
shaw-pullers committing in-
numerable accidents one alter
another hitting, striking and
injuring passengers as well as
pedestrians while driving rick-
shaws independently and reck
lessly 1n the darkness of mght
without any light? And why
DCC. the traflic police and are
other law enlorcing agencies
stiting 1dle, deaf, dumb and
bhnd despile hundreds ol a¢ti
dents and repeated complaints
from the members of the public
and press reports? Is it not the
sign of deteriorating law and
order situatiorn in the country?

() H Kabur
6 Hare Street
Wan. Dhaka- 1203
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Is it really a
punishment?

Sir. Recently the rape inci-
dence of JU has stirred the
whole country. To investigate
the incidence the university au-
thority formed a fact finding
committee and got a lot of com-
’)iams regarding rape. The fact
inding committee identified
thirteen students including
three outsiders involvement in
the incident
But. it 1s surpnsing to us that
only five accused have been ex-
pelled from the university. Now
the question is that: is it really
a punishment? [s it the only so-
lution and enough to expel the
culprits from the university for
committing the cnime ? | think,
it's a reward for the culprits for
doing this heinous act. The
right punishment of those
criminals should be death sen-
tence.

Ahmed Imtiaz
Mirpur,. Dhaka

Crime and

punishment

Sir, 1 have been [ollowing
the DS reporting on campus
rapes intently. How co0ld thise
criminals claim themselves to
be students? [s it because of
their political affiliation that
they dared to do so? The moral
degradation of that group of
students has saddened and out-
raged us all.

Considering the crime, their
punishment is like an affec-
tionate pat on the back and say-
ing. "Be a good boy, don't be
naughty.” | strongly condemn
the rapes on the campus and
protest the politically moti-
vated judgement. Where are our
intellectuals now? Why are they
tightlipped? _ i

Criminal cases should be
filed nst the seven accused
and they should be expelled for
life from the university. If Ja-
hangirnagar University au-
thority cannot take these deci-
sions boldly, then they should
better resign acknowledging
their fatlure to punish the
rapists.

Y Zaman
Uttara Model Town
Dhaka- 1230
"As she is a JU
student"
Sir, Few days back. a news
blished Iin a daily en-
tled "As she Is a JU stu A
drew my attention.

Amordicl'}g the news, the en-
t of a girl was cancelled

the bridegroom's guardian,
when they came to know that
she is a student of JU. But what
is she guilty of? Is it just be-
cause she is a JU student?

| appeal to all to come for-
ward with an open mind.
Please. dont destroy their inno
cent lives.

Mustahidur Reza Chowdhury
209 Zia Hall
Dhaka University

Beyond condemnation

Sir. Rape incident in JU is
beyond condemnation. [ felt
bewildered at the extremity of
the situation. This bestial be-
haviour must be stopped. | have
become afraid and distressed
not knowing what is in store for
the victims in future. VC's con-
duct does not be seem his posi-
tioni. Is he a bonafide VC for the
female student? How is il possi-
ble that he does not know about
such a serious matter before
publication?

| do hereby beseech Prime
Minister's kind attention to the
victims and also his golden
SON S.

AKM Aziz Ahmed
i1 2. Nazrul Islam Heall
BUET,. Dhaka: 1000

Take bold step

Sir, The people of
Bangladesh have experienced
different types of rape cases, but
rape in an educational institute
like JU has astonished every-
one.

It has been reported that a
female teacher of JU while
taking photographs of a pro-
cession was assaulted by a
ﬁruul:: of miscreants in broad-

ay-light

| think hoodlums. who at-
tacked the procession and the
teacher must be the rapists or
their accomplices.

The varsity administration
must come forward boldly
without any delay to discern the
culprits and give them an ex-
emplary punishment for the
greater interest of the whole
country.

Sabbir
207. Rashid Hall, BUET.

Criminals' den

Sir, One feels stunned by the
report of the fact finding Com-
mittee on Jahangimagar Uni-
vernllgeau published in DS of
26th tember. The fact that
such a large scale of rape and
sexual harassment can take
place in a university is simply
unimaginable in a civilised
world. This Is possible only In a
savage society devoid of all
morality and ethical values.
This should not be called a uni-
versity. It is actually a den of
criminals. Poor tax payers of
the country are paying through
their noses to maintain crimi-
nals of worst category.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka :

—
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Equity in education
system

Sir, the authority of the Na-
tional University has taken a
timely decision to bring into

ractice the ace system at
ionours level as well as at
masters level

Though they decided to give
three marks and ten marks as
grace respectively to get first
class and second class both In
honours and masters degrees,
surprisingly, they have given
the pgrace nuinber only to the
students of honours level,
passed 1 1994, Bul Lthe studernts

+of masters degree, passed in the

same year, have not yet been
brought under the above-men-
Lioned system.

As a matter of fact, these
students are really deprived ol
the opportunity which is truly
unjust. It should also be men-
tioned that, the grace system is
a convenlional system which is
still being practised in Dhaka
Liniiversit

Th‘-’:]’frglr!_". it is an earnest
request to the authorily of the
National University lo bring
the students of masters degree,
passed in 1994, under the
above-mentioned grace system
considering the above circum-
stances, which would be a re-
flection of their consciousness
and justice.

Supan
Sultana Kutir
College Recod, Barisal

Sharing experiences

Sir. It's very timely and ap-
propriate suggestion by Joesph
Jabbar writing from the UK (DS
Sept 21, '98) that we should ini-
tiate an international confer-
ence to share the experiences of
the countries that are affected
by floods and other natural dis-
asters

Sirnce we are used to joining
many international conler-
ences/scimnars. with or with-
oul result, we should better
utilise experiences offered b
other developed countries suf-
fering likewise, may be not to
our magnitude. through such
conferences.

It's no denial of facts, any
more, that we have been at-
tacked by unprecedented devas-
tation of the century. In the
words of Michael Elmquist (of
UN team) as quoted by BBC that
“the total toll of one of the worst
ﬂuudtnﬁ of the century could be
as high as 20 million and as
such we should be ve
and attentive to the
of the flood.”

| may mention here that in
the American States, emergen-
cies are declared without hesi-
tation and without even consul-
tation of the Federal Govern-
ment whenever such natural
disaster (though no comparison
can be made of the loss and

damage as done in Bangladesh)
befall there.

A F Rahman
Dhaka.

careful
termath

Publicity, free of cost?

Sir; The mynw is-
sue is here once n.
say, she is very lucky. A writer
of her class, with no literary
‘calibre is getting so much pub-
licity. Everyday the newspapers
are carrying news on her. The
fundamentalists are bringing
out processions in response to
which, the intellectuals are giv-
ing statements of resentment
Some Human ts or?nln-
tions are active monitori
the situation, ng track
Taslima's whereabouts. Even
the Foreign Minister has ex-
pressed his view in this respect.

Whereas, the best way to
punish Taslima Nasreen would

have been to ignore her abso-
lutely. There is no greater hu-
miliation than being ignored in
her own homeland and treated
a persona non-grata. On the
contrary, the whole country is
engaged in popularising her
name. In this regard, let us rec-
ollect, the issue of Golam Azam.
Could anybody do anything
about him? He is still living in
this country, talking big about
nationality and other political
issues, daring to criticize the
governmendt.

Speaking of religious senti-
ments, what are the fundamen-
talists doing about so many
anti-Islamic activities going on
in the country? Is Islam onl
for the literate and the well-o
[t is high time that these fun-
damentalists should feel their
obligation towards Islam and
try to stop the anti-Islamic ac-
tivities in the villages and city
slums where people of all ages
are being addicted to drugs.
poverty stricken families are
committin suicide, half
dressed mothers are compelled
to feed their babies openly, men
are marrying innumerable
times without their first wife's
permission, in-laws are killin
women for dowry, women of al
ages are raped. and killed or the
raped victims commit suicide
in fear of facing the conse-

uences. How about making
this section aware of the Is-
lamic values and educate them
about the honour Islam bestows
on the womenfolk than persu-
ing trivial issues like punishing
Taslima Nasreen?

Neclima I[slam

House: 49, Road: 2
Mohammadia Housing Society
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

Hospitals in
Bangladesh

Sir. One of the most unfortu-

- nate things we, the foreigners

have observed in Bangladesh is
the conditions and the atmo-
sphere of the hospitals which
are terrible.
| stayed in Nawab Habibul-
lah Road for almost a year. My
house was just facing the back-
sicle of the PG Hospital. It was
dis%::ting to see that almost ev-
erybody including doctors.
nurses, patients and visitors
were thro out the windows
whatever they had to throw in
the dustbin. And the worst
thing was all those ple were
spiting as much as they could.
Anyone who sees the backside
of Hospital will not find any
difference between a rubbish-
dump and the hospital and
there were always bad smell.
mosquitoes. insects etc. It is
sad to see that both literate
and illiterate people don't
bother about this. If the PG
Hospital is the best of all gov-
ernment hospitals it will not be
difficult to imagine the atmo-
sphere of other hospitals.

Recently one of mI' friends’
wife was about to give birth to a
child. Since we were advised
that Aysha Memorial Hospital,
a private hospital in Mu-t
hakhali is very good, we wen
there. C to the other
government hospitals it was
rather clean. But what we have
observed there is whoever took
a tensiometer (for tension) en-
tered the room to see the pa-
tient. There was no doc-
o ool 32,000 (twenty. two
a bill’ :

thousand) taka. They said that
each visit of a doctor cost 300
taka. Even the King

Hospital of Singapore Iis
cheaper than A emorial

Hospital. Howtmlgaoluon is:
is this tal expensive
or is it just for foreigners?

§

Mahmut Kaletli
A Foreigner. Dhaka



