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Turkish President Suleyman Demirel; right, shows the guard of honour to his visiting
Egyptian counterpart Hosni Mubarak during a welcoming ceremony at Ankara's Esenboga
airport on Tuesday. President Mubarak, who began a shuttle diplomacy Sunday in Damas-
cus, arrived in Turkish capital for mediation between Turkey and Syria in an attempt to

avoid a military confrontation over Kurdish guerilla bases in Syna.

— AP/UNB photo

Mubarak continues mediation effort

Turkey issues last warning to Syria

DAMASCUS, Oct 7: Turkey Mubarak heard the Syrian

been killed in the conflict.
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54 arrested
in Myanmar

YANGON. Oct 7: Myanmar's
military government said
Wednesday it had arrested 54
people for staging anti-govern-
ment demonstrations and ac-
cused groups funded by the Vati-
can, the US government and fi-
nancier George Spros of incit-
ing unrest, reports AP,

Of the 54 arrested, 23 were
members of the National
League for Democracy, the

olitical party of opposition

eacler Aung San Suu Kyi, and ¢

included one elected member of
parliament.

'In July and August of this
year, the NLD has stepped up its
confrontational activities and
attempted to create unrest and
upheaval,” Col. Thein Swe, a
high-ranking military intelli-
gence officer, said at a news
conference.

The 54 people were arrested
for participating in brief “hit-
and-run” street demonstrations
calling for an end to military
rule in Myanmar, also Known
as Burma.

More than 1,000 people
joined in the first, near Yangon
University on Aug. 24. The sec-
ond erupted near the Sule
Pagoda in downtown Yangon

on Sept. 22.

Thein Swe said the dissi-
dents instigated unrest in col-
laboration with exiled Myan-
mar students in Thailand who
are backed financially by the
Vatican-based Jesuit Refugee
Services, the US pgovernment-
funded National Endowment
for Democracy, and the Open
Society Institute of billionaire
George Soros.
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Iraq not divulging information on
bio-weapons: UNSCOM report

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 7:
[raq may be close to me&llnl_{ UN
demands concerning the elimi-
nation of its chemical and bal-
listic arms but not of biological
WEEIP'DHH. a major UN report
said on Tuesday, reports
Reuters.

Full disclosure by lIraq re-
mains the “crucial ingredient”
for completing the disarma-
ment process although Baghdad
has largely refused to cooperate

with UN weapons inspectors for

the past two months the report
by lﬂe UN Special Commission
[UNSCOM) also said.

The report covering the last
six months said the "disarma-
ment ?hase of the Security
Council's requirements is pos-
sibly near its end in the missile
and chemical weapons areas
but not in the biological
weapons area.’

UNSCOM Chairman Richard
Butler also indirectly chal-
lenged Secretary General Kofi
Annan's concept of a review of
Iraq s relations with the United
Nations which the Securily
Council will undertake oiice
Iraq rescinds its Aug 5 decision

suspending cooperation with
the arms inspectors.

Annan submitted proposals
to the council on Monday sug-
gesting it was up to UNSCOM to
prove  Iraq had not complied
with demands to dismantle its
weapons of mass destruction.

Butler in the report said this
would be reversing the onus of
disclosure clearly placed upon
Irag by the council and would
instead require UNSCOM to
disclose fully information that
only Iraq had at its disposal.

“The question may be asked
what sound purpose would be
served were the commission to
substitute an overall statement
of its own for Iraq's statement’,
the report said. "Would Iraq
then be asked to verify the
comimission's statement?”

Iraq is not happy with the
review plans either saying the
United States was delaying the
review and had expanded it be-
yond weapons, Depuly Prime
Minister Tareq Aziz, now in
New York, L{}lcs reporters the
review did not appear to give
Baghdad enough guarantees it
waold get a fair hearing,

Aclean bill of health is nee:
essary from UNSCOM beflore
the council can consider lifting
sfringent economic sanctions

imposed on Iraq when it in-
vaded Kuwait in August 1990,

"Butler put into writing for
the first time his oral state-
ments that Securitﬁ Council
might at some stage have to be
satisfied that he could not pro-
vide 100 per cent verification”
in accounting for Baghdad's
prohibited arms.

In that case, he said, it would
become even more important
for UN inspectors to have access
to all sites under a long term
monitoring programme cur-
reritly ‘scheduled to continue
alter completion of intrusive
weapons inspections.

He said Iraq was permitting
UNSCOM's monitoring work to
be carried out only
than satisfactory level, though:

‘this was vital for the future.

Full disclosure bi.r Iraq of all
necessary materials and in-
formation remains the crucial
ingredient for both an end to
the disarmament process and
future monitoring, he said.

AP report from Washington
adcls: Members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus started a
campaign Tuesday to lift all
nonmilitary sanctions against
Iraq and open the way for more
lHumanitarian aid and com-

at a less |

merce,

Opponents of the US gov-
ernment's Iraq policy, mostly
Democrats, escorted a former
Baghdad-based UN coordinator
for humanitarian aid around
Capitol Hill to tell a story of
sulfering by Iraqi civilians.

The former official, Denis
Halliday, resigned effective last

week, protesting the UN sanc-
tions.

Rep John Conyers urged that
Halliday and others be allowec
to formally testify before
Congress on the damage caused
by the sanctions. If necessary,
he said, the Black Caucus will
sponsor a hearing on the issue.,

Halliday., a 34-year UN vet-
eran from Ireland, estimated
that more than 5,000 Iraqi
children a month are dying be-
cause of malnutrition and dis-
ease related to the sanctions,

"The death of one Iraqi child
attributable to UN sanctions is
one too many,” he said at a spe-
cial briefing sponsored by
Conyers and several other
members.

More than 40 House mem-
Iers signed a letter to President
Bill Clinton on Tuesday calling
for the strengthening of mili-

Sexual harassment
Paula Jones won’t

mind media

Turkey believes it is close to
defcating the PKK rebels on the
battlefield and its troops hine
made I[requent lorays nto
northiern Irag to attack PKK

strongholds Lliere,
Western diplomats and

viewpoint from Assad, Kourieh
said without giving any further
details, Other Syrian officlals
did not elaborate on whether
Mubarak was making an
rogress in his mediation ei-
Orts.

modifying i o iE
constitution - Y &2 e e

issued a "last warning” to Syria
on Tuesday over what it called
Damascus's backing of Kurdish
separatist rebels and cancelled
all leave for troops guarding the
two countries’ frontier, reports
Reuters.

seeing evidence

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas, Oct
7. Paula Jones does not object to
media groups seeing evidence
in her sexual harassment law-

Mubarak shuttled between
Turke
tion etfort as Ankara issued its
last warning in a dispute that
could have serious implications
for the whole Middle East.

has cancelled all leave for
troops guarding the Syrian-
Turkish frontier.

Tuesday after a 70-minute
stopover at the city's airport on
his way home from Turkey. He
had held consultations with
Syrian President Hafez Al-As-
sad following an initial round
of talks in Damascus on Sun-
day.

Turkish Prime Minister
‘Mesut Yilmaz told a meeting of
his party deputies earlier on
Tuesday, "We are warning Syria
for the ‘{ast time. We want them
to stop their support for sepa-
ratist terrorism and stop their
policies of hostility. We are
waiting for a reply from Syria,’
he said.

Yilmaz did not say what ac-
tion Ankara might take if it did
not receive a satisfactory reply
from Damascus.

The Turkish stock market
plunged nine per cent on Mon-
day amid fears over an escala-
tion of the Syrian dispute
adding to the turmoil afflicting
emerging markets in general
but on Tuesday the market held

Egyptian President Hosni

and Syria in a media-

Officials said that Turkey

Mubarak left Damascus on

Mubarak briefed Assad one

the outcome of his visit to Steady. F 4

Ankara and his talks with se- Turkey accuses Syria of giv-

Turkey say PKK chief Abdullah
Ocalan is based in Damascus.
Syria has repeatedly denied the
charge.

e United States, disturbed
about a potential clash. urged
its. NATO ally Turkey and Syria
Lo exercise restrainil.

Syria has called lor ‘Arab
support on a level with that
seert in the 1973 Middie East
war when Arabs united behind
Syria and Egypt against Israel.
The Arab League has echoed
Syrian and Iranian charges
that Turkey's new infornial
a!ii,:, Israel, lomented the row.

thyan Leader Minmar
Gaddafi said on Monday night
he would consider any Turkish
altack on Syria as an aggres-
sion" against Libya. He warned
Ankara that its business inter-

——— e

PHNOM PENH, Oct 7: King
Norodom Sihanouk has said he
is against modifying the Cam-
bodian constitution to allow
stronginan Hun Sen to form a
government without the opposi-
tion, according to a statement
released Wednesday. reports
AP.

Hun Sen's Cambodian Peo-
ple’s Party won 64 of the 122
seats in parliament in July 26
elections, short of the two-
thirds majority needed to rule
without a coalition.

Cambodia's two upFusiticn
parties have so far refused o
forge a ruling partnership with
Hun Sen's party: leaving the
country in a political deadlock
with parliament unable to con-
vene more than two months af-
ter the polls.

suit against President Bill Clin-
ton. her attorneys said in court
papers Tuesday, reports AP.

Media groups want the pre-
siding judge to release evidence
in the case as soon as possible.
US District Judge Susan Webber
Wright said in a Sept. 1 order
that she would release some
materials beginning sept. 28, il
no challenges were raised by
Sept. 15.

Mrs: Jones' attorneys filed a
motion on the deadline day say-
ing Wright should release more
materials than planned, in-
cluding Clin: n's videotaped
depasition in the case.

Because of Mrs. Jones' mno-
lisn. the Sept. 28 release was
automatically delayed.

The media groups, which in-
clude The Associated Press, said

US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, left, shakes hands with Palestinian lcader
Yusser Arafat following their joint press conference at Arafat's headquarters in the West
Biink town of Jericho Tuesday, Albright is in the region on a two-day visit in preparation
for a possible summit in Washington in mid-October between Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. In background is Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat.

. . — AP/UNB photo

ing logistical support to the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK].
which has been ﬂ]ghtin a cam-
paign for Kurdish sell-rule in
southeast Turkey for the last 14
years. Sonie 29,000 people have

The opposition alleges Hun
Sen's electoral victory was
achieved through fraud and in-
timidation. International ob-
servers said that by and larde
the election was clean.

nior Turkish officials and the
Turkish viewpoint on how to
find a way out of the current
situation, Syrian presidential
sp?jkesman Joubran Kourieh
said.

ests with Tripoli would be hurt
should any attack take place.

Lebanon, Jordan, Algeria,
Saudi Arabia and Gull countries
have all urged a diplomatic
solution to the dispute.

in subsequent court papers that
Wright scl'muld at least release
the portion of evidence previ-
ously planned, because no
challenge was: made regarding
that portion of the material,
Mrs. Jones responded Tues-
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ROK president in Japan: -
Korcan President Kim Dae-Jung arrived yestérday at Tokyo's
Haneda airport for a four-day visit expected to include an
official Japanese apology for its 1910-45 colonial rule, AFP
says from Tokyo.

Kim, on his first official visit to Japan since being inau-
gurated as President in February, will hold a summit with
Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi today. The leaders are to
issue a joint statement aimed at fostering closer relations into
the next century.

Gunman kills 5 in California:

Khatami asks for int’l action
against Afghanistan

TEHRAN. ¢t 7. lraman
Prestdent Mohainiad Khatani
on Tuesday urged international
action against Afghanistan,
saying the ruling Taliban had
to understand they could not
impose their will on all
Afghans, Iran's state television
reported, says Reuters.

"Bullies have to be forced to
accept international norms.’

Diplomats said earlier Iran's
Defence Minister Rear Admiral
Ali Shamkhani told Brahimi,
that Iranian forces would not
pull back until Tehran's terms
for peace with the Taliban were
et

Mahathir won’t
appoint Anwar'’s

Albania offers airspace for NATO strikes

Holbrooke-Milosevic talks make

no progress on situation

BELGRADE. Oct 7: Last diteh
talks to avert NATO air sirikes
designed to end Serbian niili-
tary action in Kosovo appear 1o
be making little headway, a US
diplomat said today. reports
Reuters.

"We want as far as possible to
move in step with Russia and
give the Russidns every oppor-

lunity to move with us. one -

western diplomat said.
Holbrooke before his second
meeting this week with Milose-

forces were getting reidy for
winter which suggests they are
foing to stay for a very long
time and make [relugee) returns
even more difficult.

Pristina based UN_ High
Commissioner for Relugees

day that she would not object to
Wright granting the motion.

The media groups also ar-
gued for the release because of
the investigation surroundin
Clinton's relationship wit
Mounica Lewinsky. Clinton ini-
tially denied having a sexual re-
lationship with Ms. Lewinsky
as parl of his swiotn deposition
iy MrsodJdones case

20 LTTE rebels
killed in
fighting with
Lankan troops

“This is grim ... it seems to vic met Kosovo Albanian (UNHCR) official Fernado Del :

A disgruntled former city worker shot live people including the the lﬁi_mdsbﬂr? qunt;e? }{hat::lmi me the grimmest situation Leader Ibrahim Rugova in Mundo said a relatively calm T‘“EE?EED' Dj::éru?ﬁ'{wenty
mayor and two council members on Tuesday in a botched effort f‘f t’i—"] mgi : Bpecha Len:%}dﬂn repl acement we've faced in this region, "the  Pristina but neither side would week in Kosovo encouraged Ll f‘ehtis wﬂf} e spu;
to take them hostage before a council meeting, officials said, Hh RANEREA L R AL MPUR ©Oect 7: | diplomat familiar with the  comment on the outcome. people’s return to their villages T '8 ngrth ! gg-.?rlljm?
Reuters reports from Riverside, California. Bra limil h H KUALA LUMP X hlc Mo. | talks said after US trou- Holbrooke said Yugoslav  and he gave as an example the 1'; ps 1_“1 "ﬂt : 561[:1} r 133_63

The gunman was shot and wounded by police after he opened R a’:jamlil. WTD;?'E munfrg,r a8 EHmE MBISIEr Mahalnl hu— ' bleshooter Richard Holbrooke 2 T Glogovac area in central Kosovo i"' lfrE ak Eas} = PROPIE CUE
fire in a small room next to the main council chamber where he at:cuist Sthti:'il a L‘lan“ﬂ masé ham?‘id said wﬂdnlfﬁd‘]}] € | met Yugoslavia President Slo- |8 more dllE in DRC province. ' taﬁ WeeK in the I! i E_stlbatﬂe ,lg
had tried to take the mayor and council members hostage. One sacring & DIMBAILS Al would not appoint a replace- | 041 Milosevic for more thati AP adds from UN: The Secu- wo years, officials sai

of the injured, council-man Chuck Beatty, was in critical
condition.

L] . L] L]
Habibie cancels trip to Malaysia:
Indonesian President B J Habibie has cancelled a planned trip
to neighbouring Malaysia this month and might not attend an
Asia-Pacific leaders’ meeting there in November, news reports
said yesterday, AP reports from Jakarta.

The Indonesian Observer quoted Foreign Minister Ali Alatas
as saying Habibie is facing a busy work schedule at home.
However, the announcement, which had been widely
anticipated, follows criticism by Habibie of the treatment
meted out to Malaysia's sacked Deputy Primne Minister Anwar
Ibrahim who has been arrested on sex and treason charges.

11 die as 2 houses collapse in India: no

houses collapsed after heavy rains in southern India yesterday,

other opponents, said the Sunni
Muslim militia had to respect
the rights of Afghanistan's eth-
nic and religious groups to
share power, the television
said.

"We do not see war as the
Frimar}r solution to the prob-
ems. But of course our patience
depends on the success of the
United Nations and world bod-
ies, Khatami added.

Iran has been involved in a
face off with the Taliban since
the killing of Iranian diplo-
mats in August in Afghanistan.
Tehran has massed some

ment for Anwar Ibrahim as
anti-government protests re-
merged with thousands de-
manding justice for his ousted.
jailed deputy. reports AP.

After chairing a meeting of
his United Malays National Or-
ganisation Party until early
liours, Mahathir said he would
wait to fill Anwar's seat until
the party's internal election in
1999,

Last week., Mahathir, 72,
said he could "drop dead” at any
time, fueling speculation that
he was about to announce a
deputy after consulting his

that aic strikes

j

two hours on Tuesday night, the
second such meeting in two
days. |

"We are on the edge of a ma
jor use of force or on the edge of
something substantial that
would avoid the use of force.”
the diplomat added.

The meeling camne as the
west stepped up ils warnings
could come
within days. Russia announced
it would veto any UN Security
Council resolution legitimising

v such action and China also said

it oppo

sedd the idea.

Govt, rebels both

claim control
of Kindu
KINSHASA, Oc¢t 7: Forces
loyal to President Laurent Ka-
bila said on Tuesday that they
had repulsed a rebel attack on
Kindu, their forward base and
last major bastion in the east of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo, reports Reuters.

The army and the rebels gave
conflicting versions of the mili-

rilty Council declared that com-
batants have not complied fully
with UN resolutions demanding
a cease-fire in Kosovo and spe-
cial Serb police units have
failed to withdraw from the
separatist province. -
Although it doesnt carry
any legal wengtht, the declara-

ton ol noncaniphanee eould
fuel calls tor military nterven-
tion, Council president, Brtisli
Ambassador Jeremy Green-
stock, read the statement late
Tuesday to reporters hours alter
sentor US envoy Richard Hol-

Wednesday, reports AP,

Soldiers on patrol north of
the town of Mankulam clashed
with a group of guerillas on
Tuesday and killed 18 of them
without suffering any losses.
sald Major Kumar Dewage, a
miilitary spokesman.

Two other guerillas were
killed on Tuesday in separate
lighting in the nearby Trinco-
nmialee district, said Maj.
Dewage,

The rebels did not immedi-
ately comment on the inci-
cdlents.

The

. R R . Ba T : ; 2t ilitary captured

00 00 Af 7. : US President Bill Clinton tary situation in the town bt bhrooke apparently fajled again s = : :
killing 11 people and injuring four, a domestic news agency i?cier {}Mtgsl EF tliljgséhtiunpgsh;i; par ﬁ","’upr eme council, di i said NATO was prepared to act both gave the same death toll ol 4 ]‘I't‘I'SUZ:E]??. Yugoslav President ?xf..t:} ﬁglz“;fﬁ;:' ?gg’;ﬁﬁgg‘l’{ L:i-?é
reported, says from New Delhi. dise teshold war games at the is Is not a matter dis- | nleags Milosevic ended the of- 18. y :

Eight members of a family, including three children, died in

frontier soon,

cussed by the party. That is my

fensive against ethnic Albani-

Kabila himselt Jeft the capi-

Slohodan Milosevic (o f:ml_ i‘:h-:“.
crackdown in Kosovo, raising

nearby town of Kilinochchi.

their sleep when their home collapsed on them in Chitradurga. Khatatt miso: satd e p'rlf'?gamrg ITSal tstmy ?imﬁi | ans who make up 90 per cent of lal Kinshasa for Nigeria 1o {he prospects of NAT E;ﬁ«J‘?‘ﬁ,ﬁ'E%riﬁﬁgﬁtggé?g
a Karnataka state town 1,575 -km south of New Delhi. United United Nations should pressure  (ep oy an ® Mahathir tolg | the population in Kosovo. drum up diplomatie support.  gjrstrikes. eS|
News of India said. thie Tatiban o Pslesia'doianaice o to anyone,” Mahathir to Diplomats in Brussels said  there while Chad's defence min- Fin

140 bars, clubs closed in Naples:
Local authorities in Naples ordered Tuesday the closure of more
than 140 bars, private clubs and gambling rooms knowm to be
frequented by members of the city mafia, the Camorra, AFP
says from Naples.

A statement from the Naples government office said other
sirnilar measures could follow in a crackdown on gang warfare
following a car bomb attack. The bomb exploded Friday outside
a club in Naples injuring 13 people. The following day a rocke!

was fired at the suburban home of a Camorra member's brolher,
causing no casualties.
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Miss World 1997-98 Diana Hayden from India peses for
photographers during the MIPCOM (International Film
and Programme Market for TV Video, Cable and Satellite)
at "La Prumenade de la Croizette,” Tuesday, October 6,

998 in Cagges French nviera — AP/UNB photo

Iranians it holds and return the
remaining bodies of Iranian
diplomats, and to punish those
behind the murder of the eight
diplomats and one reporter.

Brahimi said the coopera-
tion of neighbouring states was
required to resolve the
Afghanistan crisis, the televi-
sion said.

reporters after the meeting at
party headquarters in Kuala
Lumpur,

As the meeting was going or,
a crowed of about 10,000 people
gathered late Tuesday night in
the eastern state of Pahang for
an anti-government rally or-
ganised by a new opposition
coalition, the Malaysian Jus-
tice Movement.,

UUS “"Secretary -of State
Madeleine Albright may meet
foreign ministers of the six na-
tion contact group of Kosovo
including Russia in the Belgian
capital on Thursday. They said
intensive efforts were underway
to organise a meeting including
Russian Foreign Minister lgor

: Ivalowv.

ister wrapped up talks with Ka-
bila's administration on how
its troops could help him fight
the two month-old rebellion

Kindu is well and truly in the
tinids of the Congolese Armed
b orces who have pone froni the
delensive to the offensive, a de-
ferice ministry spokesman said ,
in a statement on state radio.

‘Russians

MOSCOW 'Oct 7: Russians
frustrated by the country's deep
economic recession took to the
streets in nationwide protests
Wednesday that were expected
to be among the largest mass
rallies in recent yvears. reports
AP.

Russians have been enduring
their economic crisis stoically.
with few public outbursts agai-
nst President Boris Yeltsins
government, which has been
unable: to halt an economic
decline that's ravaged the
country for most of this decade.

But hundreds of thousands,
perhaps millions, of people
were likely to take part in ral-
lies across the country orga-
nized by trade unions, the
Communist Party and other
critics of Yeltsin.

"Look at the hole the Russian
people have fallen into. Look at
the people on their knees,” Ma-
rina Rubintsina, a 19-year-old
student. told demonstrators in
the eastern port city of Viadi-

vostok. "We don't have a future.”

The marchers included
union workers, pensioners,
students and members of widely
divergent political factions.
Some carried photos of Soviet
founder Vladimir Lenin, while
others hoisted flags from Rus-
sia's czarist era. Many carried
anti-government banners.
"Stop the genocide of the Rus-
sian people,” read one.

"We are on the crest of a wave
that will roll over the country
and break over the walls of the
Kremlin," Vladimir Grishukov,
a Communist member of par-
liament, told the crowd.

However, there were no re-
ports of any unrest early in the
day.

On the eve of the protests,
Prime Minister Yevgeny Pri-
makov made a nationally tele-
vised appeal to Russians to re-
main calm, both during the
demonstrations and for the du-
ration of the economic crisis.

Primakov promised there

would be no food shortages this
winter and said the government
would start paying overdue
wiages and pensions.

"The populace will be fully

provided with vegetables, fruit

and potatoes,” Primakov said.
'l appeal to everyone not to rock
our common bhoat in today's
too-turbulent sea.’

Communist Party leader
Gennady Zyuganov predicted as
many as 40 million of Russia's
148 million people could take

art in Wednesday's protests,

ut others say it will be closer to
the nearly 2 million people who
participated in a similar
protest in March 1997. _

Russia's economic condi-
tions have deteriorated consid-
erably since then, but the
Erntest organisers may have

urt themselves by sending out
mixed messages.

The unions watil to focus on
the economy, which is expected
to shrink by more than 5 per
cent this year. Millions of

take to the streets against Yeltsin

workers get paid months late,
and inflation now is forecast il
200 per cent.

The Communists, nieal-
while. have been calling for
Yeltsin's resignation and see
the protests as a way to further
weaken the president, who still
has two years left in his term,

But the Communists find
themselves in a bit of an awk-
ward position because several

of their members are playing

key roles in Primakov's new
government.

Yeltsin has maintained an
extrernely low profile since Lhe
economic crisis struck, spend-
ing most of his time at a presi-
dential residence on the western
outskirts of Moscow.

The Communists and the
unions have pledged that the
protests WII‘I_J be peaceful.
Nonetheless, police and inte-
rior troops have been pul on
alert throughout Russia.

Meanwhile, Albania has of-
[ered its ports and airports to
NATO for use in any military
operalion against neighbotring
Yugoslavia, the muntay'ﬁ for-
eigrn minister said Tuesday.

"We are waiting for detailed
requests from NATO,” Foreign
Minister Paskal Milo Lold re-
porters,.

Kilinochchi, 275 kilometers
(170 miles) north of the capital,
Colombo;, and Mankulam,
which is 30 kilometers [18
miles) south ol Kilinochehi, are
along a strategic highway that
links the isolated military
controlled nerthern town ol
Jaftna. with the governmeunt
held South ol the Indian Ocean
island.

Off the Record

A blue dress, a cigar ...
and Halloween frights

BOSTON: This year's m-:}stc!)
call for a blue dress, a beret anaq,

opular Halloween costumme may
yes, a cigar, re

rts AP,

"We Umugiht Titanic' costumes would be the ig rentals, but it
i

looks like B

| and Monica are winning the race,” said Stephen

Laliberte, rental manager at Boston Costume,

As the impeachment process moves forward in Washington,
stores around the United States are fielding requests for cos-
tumes of President Bill Clinton, Monica Lewinsky and Linda

Tripp for the Oct.
old dress up as eveqrthln§{
president. And that's not all,

"volvr:n—drivin%/—[type
a

costumes;” said
"The

liberals are lookin
ry Papayotou, owner of Chicago Costumes.
warnt to support the president.”

31 celebration, when Americans young and
from ghosts and pirates to the

for Kenneth Starr

The story didn't break early enough for manufacturers to put
together rubber masks or costume ensembles in time lor
Halloween. But customers are asking for wigs, dark berets,
cigars and other props.

"People even want the tie." said Maril wick, owner of the
Fort-Lauderdale, Florida-based chain Costume World, referring
to one of the gifts the former White House intern gave the
president, LaLiberte suggested "power business suits" for those
who want to show up as Starr, Tripp or the first lady, and a
blond, stringy ~wig for Tripp.




