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Built-in Unsafety

It was a height of irony that a building in Dhaka
should collapse killing two on the day following
the World Habitat Day with Safe Cities as its theme
for this year. These international days, mostly in-
troduced and held under the aegis of the United Na-
tions are aimed at improving upon defective and
injurious practices in the collective existence of
the different peoples of the world. On our part we
can prevent such building collapse in our towns
and cities and make urban living safe in one im-
portant aspect,

The Islambagh structure was but an apology of a
building — a lime and brickpowder thing almost
jutting into the Buriganga. It stood on the flood wa-
ters all the while the deluge was there. And for
some more days due to its peculiar situation. Its
strength sapped in the process, it gave in, and well,
according to physical laws known to man for thou-
sands of years. Two children were buried under the
debris. It could be more. Indeed much more.

There must literally be hundreds of such struc-
tures, housing thousands of people in this over-
crowded city. This is, by that known factor, a very
unsafe city. It devolves on the right authorities to
mount an emergency and yet exhaustive survey of
all such precarious buildings and either evacuate

e RS SP Months OF Hoda BAd Welf Thto Some
future months Dhaka's roads did and would consti-
tute a hazard to public safety. The utterly pock-
marked and crater-filled roads invite traffic acci-
dents. As it is, Dhaka is a city with not many miles
of motorable roads. Mayor Hanif has called for
some 400-crore taka help to tidy up the roads.
Good, but where will the money come from? Pres-
sure is mounting on government coffers, and yet we
have to scrounge money from some source to repair
the roads.

If houses and roads are unsafe can bridges re-
main as dependable as they should? It is reliably
reported that at least three bailey bridges — or
those steel structures thrown across rivers etc as
an emergency matter, have developed cracks. For
no better reason than using low-quality steel. If
any of these collapses, hundreds may be killed at
one stroke.

Unsafety, it seems, is being built into our houses
and roads and bridges. This must stop.

Clinton Remains on Hook

Apparently insensate to converging world and
US public opinions fatigued by the information
surfeit on Clinton-Lewinsky scandal and the con-
stitutional wrangles raging over it, the US House
Judiciary Committee in a partisan vote has

against the US president. All the 21 Republican
members of the committee — as against the
Democrats’ 16 — decided there was more to know
and thought that prima facie grounds existed to
look into the allegations Starr report has levelled
against Bill Clinton about perjury, obstruction of
justice and abuse of power. The vote for and against
the motion was wholly along party lines, a far cry
from the bipartisan approach one had seen
adopted on the question of releasing the Starr re-
port. In the interregnum, the release of the video-
tape of President Clinton's testimony before the
grand jury brought partisan differences into the
open.

It is interesting to note the incremental manner
in which the House Judiciary Committee has seen
the battle lines being drawn between the Republi-
cans and the Democrats on the question of press-
ing ahead or setting at rest the controversy over the
US President's conduct. It is difficult to delink this
partisan trend from the upcoming US congres-
sional elections due in November. The Republicans
who are in a majority in the Congress seem quite
anxious to capitalise on the scandal to retain their
position through a revalidation in the approach-
ing polls. One has to wait and see whether by play-
ing the system to its utmost limits they would be a
gainer in the Congressional election or not. We
need not be surprised if in the context of volatile
US politics the Republican rubbing on the Clinton
affair recoils on them. '

It would seem from the revelation of fresh de-
tails which Kenneth Starr allegedly deliberately
screened out from the report he submitted before
the Congress Judiciary Committee that there are
countervailing points that Clinton's defence
lawyers can vigorously stress in favour of the US
President to place him in a better light. Anyway,

we want normality to return to US politics sooner
than later.

Inform the People Also

Bangladesh is poised to submit a report on the
status of its military hardware to the United Na-
tions. Although it hardly smacks of any novelty
since, over the years, this has been an internation-
ally abided norm, with most, if not all, member
states of the international body complying with it,
the decision nevertheless reaffirms Bangladesh's
commitment to UN’s objectives in real terms and
also, heralds a belated, slow but welcome dawning

h _
. El%‘t"tgt %iésal{ﬂ té?'ﬁlea in Bangladesh have

maintained an unnecessary veil about its military
affairs. Even the most privileged citizens of the
country have hardly any clue to the most common
defence statistics of the country. But why? Is not
this a gross violation of the basic tenet of democ-
racy which espouses accountability and people’s
right to free flow of information? Barring a few ex-
clusive information about it people have every
| right to know about an institution that is main-
tained on their money. It is true years of autocratic
rule blunted our democratic sensitivity in this re-
gard. Relentless acrimonious bickering among
I politicians over non-issues have not helped mat-
ters either.

But to be a nation aspiring for a truly democratic
culture we have to address issues like these. If an
| extremely security sensitive country like the US

can provide information on its military hardware
what s us from being little more o and little
less hushy with military affairs in this coun
Not only easier access to mili information will
address a long ignored condition of democracy but
will also decrease the erous tiap between the
military and civil society. let there be light on
:g‘l:tary. Let there be more information available

u

launched an open-ended impeachment inquiry

gl

DS are gone leaving be-
hind devastated farms and
homesteads. The loss is

colossal. Government plans to
distribute Taka 3,250 crore of
culture rehabilitation loan

to enable ruined farmers to buy

agricultural inputs, prepare
land for the next crop, rebuild
homesteads, buy livestock and
rejuvenate fish ponds. No
doubt, it is the necessary and
timely initiative.

However, it has to be effec-
tive. First, the money should
reach those who deserve it most
and as early as sible. Time is
of essence. At least before the
end of the year funds should be
distributed. Between October
and December, there are 64
working days. There is need for

reparation time and one day
n a week is necessary for
book-keeping and maintenance
of accounts. Perhaps 50 work-
ing days on the average for each
bank branch can be made
available for actual distribu-
tion of fund still the year end,
even if government reverts back
to one day week-end. If the av-
erage loan size is Taka 4,000,
then Taka 65 crore need to be
distributed among 162,500 bor-
rowers every day throughout
the flood-affected areas. (In
fact, to realize the full benefits
of the rabi season, the credit
should ideally reach by Novem-
ber.)

Over eight million farm

families will directly benefit
and B.me the size of the affected
ru

population, funds are in-

deed adequate. Utilization

Credit for Whom, When and How?

Only speeches and posters are not enough. Specific institutional arrangements are necessary to close the gap
. - between what is said and what is done. It may be noted that in spite of mounting a combined effort of all

thereof is the key issue, Will the
combined efforts of all rural
branches of government-owned
banks located in flood affected
areas be sufficlent to accom-
glei:h the huge task?  Has it ever
n tried before — anything
near around this ,massive
scale? What had been the per-
formance*in the past? Can the
capacity be increased within a
short span of weeks, not
months
Credit should reach not only
on time but only those who de-
serve it most should get it. How
do we ensure this bank
managers and ad hoc commit-
tees supporting the selection of
borrowers? Is the management
infrastructure sufficiently
ﬂfﬁ'%ﬁn ang_elrly identif
. rw.-ﬁ' od;;r or
50 distribution days? ;
The answers to all the ques-
tions are in the negative. The
notoriety of local banks is well
known. As much as 40 cent
of the loans paid in tﬂf past
throughout the banking system
are long over due. In case of
agricultural credit, the perfor-
mance may be worse. Most
likely those are considered to be
grants rather than loan and in
ractice, the cost of credit to
Eorrmrl is too high if 20 per

cent is ucled al SOUrce as
informal service charge or sim-

concerned, the task is monumental.

ply the bribe . Therefore
even if one is eager inpnyhlck.
it becomes too difficult, when
the real rate of interest shoots
up to over 40 per cent. It is fool-
ish to assume that Bangladesh
or for that matter country,
is full of saints but at the same
time, there are scarcely few
countries with so crooks
‘and criminals, in . on
the rural credit front when ﬂ&
ernment is too eager to off

tons of money within a short

time.
The agonizing reality of dev-

astated villages in the flood
lains are entirely different
rom far away air cenditioned
meeti rooms where ambi-
tious sions are taken in
comfort and with confidence.
No doubt, starti with the
Prime Minister. all t
will visit some villages and find
out that credit amme is
ing on smoothly. But tlcausﬁ*
no foresight to predict that

eight milllon families can
never be reached on time nor
the huge amount of 3250 crore
Taka will be fully utilized.
Most important, there will be
leakage of funds, more so be-
cause of the required speed of
distribution and among those
who receive, many may not
fully deserve the benefits.

e problem boils down to
effective measures to make the
post-flood rehabilitation plan

Window on Asia

much more meaningful so-that

intended benefits are maxi- -

mized. The credit money gov-
ernment plans to distribute is
like transfusion of vital life-
saving blood to millions of
hiFhlf anemic patients who are
all bleeding. No doubt, the
highest authority of the gov-
ernment as well as top man-

t personnel of the banks
are fully aware of the predica-
ment which itsell gave rise to
the bold and ambitious credit
programme. However, ulti.

mately reaching the target
group on time is the critical is-
sue.
Let us all work together; win
or lose doesn't matter — | think
this should be the first princi-
ple of work. The devastation
that we faced was a national
calamity. It was not a calamity
of, for or by the government.
Therefore why government
alone should bear all the re-
sponsibilities? Why the mas-
sive agricultural rehabilitation
credit should be an
exclusive government activity
only. In addition to govern-
ment-owned banks, other
banks and NGOs with of
experience to deal with migro
credit should be involved since
they have the appr te man-
agement infrastructure for the
gmpuﬂ:. For le, Grameen

ank’s micro-credit pro-
amme now involves over

.000 out of 68,000 of
Bangladesh c ml-
lion landless rural families.
Around 51 per cent of these
families have been badly af-
fected by the flood. Also NGOs
like BRAC, Proshikha and sev-
eral others have developed ef-
fective micro credit pro-
Frnmmu entirely confined to
andless poor households.

Thus if a ?nrt of the massive
agricultural rehabilitation

loan is channeled through these
organizations, the capacity to
distribute and the effectiveness
to identify the beneficiaries
lwﬂl be ‘“‘”“"‘fﬁ.; This is what
8 necessary at moment and
the credit will entirel to the
government. After all, ﬁgese are
government funds and the out-
come of a bold government de-
cision. The p is to rein-
force the implementation ca-
pacity of the government. It can
never be a question of competi-
tion. It is the complementary
role of Grameen Bank which
was set up by the government it-
self as well as other capable .
NGOs which may be taken into
account since relief and reha-
bilitation is not the responsi-
bility of the t alone.
Any one who can should coop-
erate but the government may
first create the opportunities to

cooperate.

Only speeches and posters
are not enough. Specific insti-
tutional arr o ts are nec-
essary to c,]cm: between
what is said and what is done.
It may be noted that in spite of
mounting a combined efiort of
all concerned, the task is mon-
umental. It may not be possible
to complete the task on time;
nor the benefits to reach all the
intended beneficiaries. There
may be leakage since corrup-
tion is so ram tin n-
try. Nonetheless, we do
our best and as B bandhu
pronounced in 1971: "We must
confront with whatever we
have”.

Why Do Serious Crimes Like Rape Occur in the Campus At All?

by Dr M Masum

APES at Jahangirnagar

University hit headlines

of national newspapers
during the last few weeks, and
were a central topic of
discussion virtually
everywhere. Every segment of
the society expressed its deepest
concern. As a teacher of
Jahangirnagar University for
the last two decades, | also had
to face a number of embarrass-
ing questions, sometimes in the
form of accusations, as if we as
teachers were a party to it for
failing in our duty. | deeply
thought about the issue and de-
ci to share my thoughts with
others. The outcome is the pre-
sent article,

Universities as i1 highest
seats of learning are supposed
to be centres per excellence. But
are they really so In
Bangladesh? liniver.ities are
institutions where students and
teachers are supposed to be
deeply engaged in studies, train-
ing and research respectively
I:rnnmtlng and disseminating

nowledge: but are they doing
so? The answers are clearly no.
But

Simply because the system
and the environment act more
against than in favour of

achieving the above lofty ideals.
e 3 University Act in-
aemocratic principles

lroddiice

Students being one of the most organized and vocal segments in the society, all political

their student wings in all campuses. The armed cadres of the student wing of the ruling party, backed by
police, invariably turns out to be the most influential group, exercising tremendous power.

in university administration in
Bangladesh. The Vice Chancel-
lor. Deans and Teacher-Mem-
bers of the Syndicate, the high-
est decision making authority
of the university, are now
¢lected representatives from the
respective bodies. Democracy as
a principle may be good for gov-
erning a country. but in nour-
ishing and administering a
university as a centre per excel-
lence can it serve any useful
purpose? In my opinton. no. Be-
cause excellence and democracy
are not mutually compatible.
Democracy is the rule of the
majority — and mediocres form
the majority while excellence,
by definition, is rare. The mo-

ment democracy is accepted as a
principle of ming a univer-
sity, the mediocres take over at
the cost of the excellent and the
university can no longer serve
as a centre per excellence. Vot-

ers, not teachers. are recruited

So the quality of teachers suf-

fers. Requirements for promeo-
tion to higher posts get diluted

under pressure from mediocre

majority. a!luwinﬁ mediocres
to move up the ladder to profes-

sorship and through the demo-
cratic process to the elected po-
sitions of Dean and Vice Chan-
cellor. And what academic
leadership can you expect from
a non-academic Dean or Vice
Chancellor? The Chairpersons
and the Deans, responsible for
running the academic pro-

ammes of the department and
the faculty respectively can
hardly be effective for fear of
losing votes if they aspire to
hold elected positions or intend
to get re-elected.

The Vice Chancellors. espe-
cially those aspiring for a sec-
ond term would never like to
antagonize their eleclorates,
and therefore take no active in-
terest in monitoring the aca-
demic programmes of the uni-
versity e electoral process
keeps most teachers busy for a
considerable period within an
academic year which itself is
quite short. As a result. classes

- and examinations including

tu-
torials are not held regularly.
The students under no

ure
for studies get involved In
"more rewarding® non-aca-

demic pursuits including poli-
tics. hijacking. chandabaj{ and
what not.

Students being one of the
most organized and vocal seg-
ments in the soclety, all politi-
cal parties maintain their stu-
dent wings in all campuses. The
armed cadres of the student
wing of the ruling party. backed
by police. invariably turns out
to be the most influential group,
exercising tremendous power.

They share the contraclor's
[:)vrn t (allegedly brokered often

y the Vice Chancellor himself)
for construction activities that
go on in the campus. They pro-
vide protection to the profes-
sional gang comprising stu-
dents and employees of uni-
versity, engaged in leakipg
question papers during admis-
sion tests and there u‘nnd
their armed cadre by legal
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

An appeal

Sir, Situated on the Gangetic
delta, Bangladesh, due to its ge-
ographical location, is prone to
natural calamities. But this
year's flood which lingered
nearly eighty days left a disas-
trous effect on the country. Out
of 64 districts, 52 were directl
hit by floods affecting some
million people. The calamity
shatte the fragile economy
of country damaging severely
the agricultural and the indus-
trial sectors.

1, therefore on the behalf of
my country, appeal to the world
leaders. non-governmental and
philanthropic organisations to
come forward to help the dis-
tressed, many of whom are now

ing days without adequate
m ﬁtlu:r and medical care.

Yasmin Sultana

House No 47, Road No 3,
Block-B, Section-12, Mirpur.
Dhaka-1216

Cleanliness of roads
and parks

Sir, At present the country is
in a grave situation because of
the devastating flood. The gov-
ernment is to engage all its ef-
forts to cope with this situation.
But along with all those activi-
ties relating to relief and reha-
bilitation, we expect that our
cities and towns remain neat
and clean. It seems that there is
none to look after this aspect.
Why are dustbins for gargzcﬂ:
overflown? Why not the streets,
lanes and by-lanes are cleaned
nowadays except a few VIP
roads? .

Particularly, | would like to
mention about the parks in
Dhaka city. [ am sorry to say
that none of the small parks In
this meg];o:‘.ltﬁ (1) is taken care
of. They look like garbage spots.
Time will come when people
will throw their wastes prod-
ucts in parks. because garbage
bins are always full.

Are not some people in the
Corporation responsible for

cleaning and maintaining
parks of the city? If so. why are
they not out their du-

ties? Why should we pay taxes
to DCCt réni::rnu: nulﬂdcpegﬂrun-
men so dirty and pol-
luted? As citizens we can lr:ie
care of places around our
homes, but not the streets and

- | dﬁr'l*:_lrnmh:k:ttgﬁ;lnn of the
ayor o Corpora-
tion to this aspects and request
him to take necessary steps for
the sake of health and hygienic

environment,

One person's wish?

Sir., We never heard of
Mukuli m's name before —
only recently her name came up

relating to Rubel's death.

We learmed that she is a local
leader of the Awami League,
otherwise we certainly have
heard her name. still it did not

revent AC Akram and his
orce to arrest Rubel and beat
him mercilessly until he died.

AC Akram rcpartcdiﬁ acted
on her request to punish Rubel
as she was feeling annoyed with
his presence along with some of
his friends in the street in front
of her house.

It is just like medieval days.
when a queen was displeased
with someone and asked to
chop off his head — it was done

instantly.

Nur Jahan
East Nastrabad
Chittagong

Six-day fix
= Sir, The DS editorial “Five-
ay, Six-Day Fix", appearing in
the 28 September 155?1: lsntﬁ:ry
gratifying.

We are very grateful to the
FBCCI for their clarion call for
the resumption of six-day week.
And we are very grateful to the
DS for suggesting that this
weekly holiday be on Sunday as
it used to be some years ago.
Amung other cogent reasons,
the DS have correctly pointed
out that this would be “in keep-
ing with international official
and commercial practice, to fa-
cilitate contracts, transactions
and operations.”

As the Prime Minister of
Pakistan took a bold step to re-
alise this in his coun r; we
earnestly request our Prime
Minister, to take a decisive step
to realise this in Bangladesh.

Md Razzak
Sonadanga, Khulna

Military police and
traffic control

Sir. | want to thank the
members of the armed forces
?ndthou\rirhntunk}hcdmmm n
0 post military police in Ma-
hakhali area.

Knowing very well that this
is not a permanent solution, at
leakt it has given a big relief to

le like us who have to ¢ross
his area several times a day.
This has also the inef-
ficlency of our police force. Will
the rank and flles of our police
force retain this lesson? Will
they ensure that the standards
set by the armed forces are
maintained after they are with-

_pornograp

mus

drawn’?

But [from expenence it does
not seem so. e military will
be withdrawn soon, and soon
we will be back to the usual an-
archic traffic, the shameless
tnefficiency. the damn-care
corruption of the police. And
this time possibly the intensity
will be higher to cover the in-
come losses of the past few
weeks. | wish this lesson could
(reate a social pressure — but
possibly it will not.

Don't we have any solution
to these sumple problems with-

oul being pushed or told by the
donors?

Rasheed
Uttara. Dhaka

Right to smoke?

Sir. It is now scientilically
roved that smoking 1s not good
or health and so the cigarette

companies all over the world
have been printing statutory
warning that ‘Smoking is inju-
rious to health’ on every packet
and advert of cigarettes,
Smnkingh by a smoker is
equally harmful to the non-
smokers around him or her.
Smoking also causes environ-

* mental pollution.

Even the smokers are fully
aware of the injurious effects of
smoking. But unfortunately
they are fighting for their right
lo smoke. Some medical re-
searchers also claimed to have
developed gene-therapy to con-
tain lung cancer caused due to
smoking of cigarettes.

Well, we have no conlflict
with the smokers but our con-
cern is with youngsters and
non-smokers. In order to pro-
tect the younger generation in-
cluding the children and also
the non-smokers from develop-
ing smoking habit we have to
take some pragmatic measures.
I think an international con-
sensus is necessary to discour-
age people from smoking
cigarettes or taking tobacco
products.

The king, queen, president.
rime minister.. social and po-
itical leaders of different coun-

tries of the world can take a
leading role in generating pub-
lic opinion against smoking.
President Bill Clinton has
taken a bold initiative in pass-
ing a legislation to protect
younger generation from the
evil ol smoking in the United
States. The international lead-
ers and personalities have to
come forward with a concrete

resolution to banish smoking.
M Zahidul Haque

BAl. Sher-¢-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.
Clinton and
conscience

Sir, I congratulate Kenneth
Starr for ﬂreunung the best
ic report of present

Lime,

I wonder whether the Ameri-
can law-makers thought of
their children, particularly the
dlu*hlﬂ' of the president who

have and will continue to

receive psychological trauma in
every sphere of her life. Does
American constitution give the
richt to the American law-
iiakers to inflict injury upon
the American children in par-
ticular and children of the
world at large?

They should have thought of
the consequence before allow-
ing the Starr report to be pub-
lished on the Internet.

In American societv. where
‘sex” is freely allowed and Lo
which the law-inakers are also
not probably free [rom. should
have n a serious thought be-
fore exposing the behaviour of
the parents to their children.

M Haroor )
208 Mahakhali

Dhuika-1206.
Pro-nuclear to

anti-nuclear

Sir, 1 have seen many trans-
formations over the years. But
nothing could be as dramaltic as
changing from pro-nuclear to
anti-nuclear. Commander
Robert Green's write up "Nuclear
Deterrence is a Dangerous [llu-
sion” (DS 6-8-98) is a must-read
item for all new nuclear trigger-
happy nations.

Cpummander Green made de-
tailed observations as to how
nuclear devices were used, its

radual changes. the cold war,
ew real life examples as to how
close nations were in using
their nuclear weapons. using
these for blackmailing purposes
etc. What [ liked about his

"article was the varied views he

expressed upon this topic.
Commander Green analysed
this weapon of mass destruc-
tion from a humanitarian,
military, diplomatic, scientific
and technical point of view. His
entire article kept on playing
one particular note, and that is
nuclear deterrence alone cannot
deter nations from using their
arsenal. As a matter of fact
nuclear deterrence will en-
courage the use to a greal extent.

Shaaqor
Dhaka.

Telecasting BBC and
CNN programmes

Sir. Since the BTV has
stopped telecasting BBC and
CNN programmes, only a hand-
ful of rich and affluent persons
who have costly dish antennas
installed with their TV setls are
viewing and enjoying BBC and
CNN programmes, but most of
the common people are deprived
of many important news. views,
comments and information of

national and international
affairs and they are kept in
dark of day-to-da de-

velopments in the world.

e would request our Minis-
ter for Information to kindl
order telecasting BBC and CN
programmes in view of at
public demand and in the inter-
est of public service,

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street
Warl, Dhaka-1203.

means i.e. through the pre-
scribed admission procedure
besides sharing the booty gen-
erated from such activities. The
Vice Chancellor, already in-
debted to them for his own ap-

intment to the current posi-
tion (it is well known that from
the three-member panel, the
one, favoured by the student
wing of the ruling party, Is usu-
ally appointed Vice Chancellor
by the government), suffers
fromn strong disincentive in
taking any punitive action
against them even when ade-
quale evidences are made
available. Moreover, he wants
to retain his position, hard-
earned through sizeable in-
vestment in time, energy and
money as active mem-
ber/supporter of the ruling
party during his entire career
often at the cost of students in

terms of classes not taken.
Given the above system of
university governance the
armed cadres of the student
wing of the ruling party know
fully well that 1Lh«:¥l can indulge
in any activity, however im-
moral or criminal may that be,
with full immunity. The Vice
Chancellor owes his position to
them. He would retain his posi-
tion so long they are pleased
with him. They have direct ac-
cess to the Education Minister,
even the Prime Minister. They
know fully well that the police
are also at their service given
the fact that the police assisted
them in capturing the residen-
tial halls ousting the armed
cadres of the student wing of the
major opposition political
party. They are not arrested by
the police even while carrying
illegal arms and even when
charged with murder and other
crimes. Under these circum-
stances, incidents like rapes at
gun point are rather inevitable.

The writer ts a Professor,
Department of Economics, Ja-
hangirnagar University.

| backdrop o
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What it Amounts to?

Sumon Mahmud

I am writing this note in the
the on-going
protests of JU students against
rslij_)c by some members of BCL
JU unit. We, at Jahangirnagar
University strongly condemn
such heinous act and urge stern
action against the culprits.
However, my point of writ-
ing this note is a theoretical
one, precisely speaking. to put
things into perspective. I have
been wondering for quite some
time now how people react to
incidents such as rape? How our
intellectuals have reacted to
such incidents? What are the
dominant expressions in these
events?
Let me start with my own ex-
rience. As a student of Ja-
angirnagar University now a
days. I'm often faced with ques-
tions like: "Hay! What's wrong
with your University? Is it true
that students have raped three
girls? What was the time when
the incidents occurred? Was it

at night? Was the girl alone or
with a boy friend? By the way, |
hear the girl was at the swim-
ming pool quite lateot night. Is
it ecl?’

%ﬁrzr having all these

queries, comes Llic 1nevitable
question, "Don’'t you have sun-
set rule in the campus?”’ Then
suddenly remembe JU stu-
dents having protested the im-
positibn of sunset law, these cu-
rious people hurriedly come to a
conclusion. "Oh boy! It was a
great mistake to wave-off the
rule. It could have ensured the
security of the female students.”
Some even goes a step forward:
"Had there n a sunset rule,
the rapes wouldn't have oc-
curred in the first place! Your
authorities should reconsider
i

| have noticed that most of
the times these inquisitive
people don't even bother to lis-
ten to my arguments or pay
heed to what | have to say.
Rather they indulge themselves
in their own remarks and
statements like: "It's a shame ...
In our times these were not
common things". And then re-
membering something of sig-
nificance or simply being nos-
talgic they say: "Yes there were
bad boys who used to tease fe-
male students, at best they
would follow a girl on her way
back home from the university,
but never dared to..." So, the
outcome of all these analysis
and remarks leads them to a
conclusion. "See! What ha -
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dom. of anything is bad",
they would say now.

A friend of mine recently
told me that while he was hav-
ubg a chat with a reputed dally's
editor; the editor sahib ex-
pressed his views on JU hap-
penings in the [ollowing line:
“Yes, rape is a seriously con-
demnnbEnﬂmu. the culprits
should not go unpunished, but

cannot make an issue out u_f
ﬁw it is a matter of shame.
Presumably the editor was re-
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dents of rape, simultane-

ously held at Dhaka and JU
campuses.

Recently many of the emi-
nent personalities of our soci-
ety have also commented on the
recent events of JU. In fact they
all have expressed their ttter
disgrace about the fact that even
the members of the best institu-
tions, the highest pits of educa-
tion in the country are not safe.
They all have argued that the
culprits responsible for these
acts should be punished. But
again many of them were quite
modest in saying that rapists do
not belong to any party. In say-
ing this they have reiterated
their concern not to charac-
terise the on-going protests
against rape as an anti-AL
movemernt,

What is frustrating about all
these is that on issues such as
rape, our intellectual's opinion
is invariably the same: "Yes,
rape is a very sensitive issue; of
course condemnable.” But again
they wouldn't see it as a na-
tional level problem. Rather
they would try to define inci-
dents such as rape as an iso-
lated phenomenon, works of
some people having psychic
problems and the likes. State-

1ents like, ‘rapists.and terror-
{sts cannof be members o any

particular party or ‘they are
the enemy ol our society’
sounds a bit like that. True
though that rapists are like en-
emies of a society but state-
ments of these kinds does not
overshadow the truth that a
rapist or a terrorist don't be-
come a rapist or terrorist out of
his own in isolation, We all
know how obviously he re-

uires some sort of backing and
shelter from the upper quarter
of influential and powerful
people. So why be so modest in
isolating terrorists and rapists
from their party affiliations.
Why our intellectuals are so
unassuming?

It has become quite a fashion
now-a-days to talk about and
protest against incidents like
rape. Whoever you ask, every
one will agree with you that
rape is a heinous crime, ra_H:st
should not go unpunished. They
will even agree with you about
enactment of new laws for rape
victims. All said and done, they
will indulge themselves in dis-
cussing about all these I have
been saying so far, which
amounts to nothing but a male
way of thinking and evaluation
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carefully al the remark can we
realise how coherently same,

invariable and also resenta-
tive they are of masculine ways
of thinking that it could be
termed as male id .1 don't
know how long it will take to
bring in change in our minds.
But before that day comes |
would like to conclude with an
optimistic note. Let all of us
start to realise the main issue of
all these talk: Rape is not justi-
fiable under any circumstance.

The writer is a student of Ja-
hangirmagar University.
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