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Pallab Bhattacharya writes from New Delhi

BJP Jittery about Bihar Issue

Buoyed by the success .in preventing ouster of RJD ministry in Bihar, La

loo Yadav and Samajwadi Party

chief Mulayam Singh Yadav, who formed a new political front called "Rashtriya Loktantrik Manch"

a few mon'ths ago, mounted efforts to galvanise unity among anti-BJP forces.
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» ISM froma allies
:% need to avoid a

stand-off with President

arayanan prompted the
E}I"ﬂed y;amrnment 1not to
ahead with its decision to

dismiss the nBEluniun.n
Rashtriya Jamnata (RJD)
ministry in Bihar state,
to BJP sources.
"In de

the President, we have decided
not to press for thw recommernl-

tion on Bihar,” said Home
ﬂ{lin;ter L K Advainnl emerging
from a meeting of 1the cabinet

Saturda ht.
1-JI'I'“‘T‘IIW: B-\ﬁ’mﬁ:adcn‘hip- the

sources said, was ke not to
give the impression t hat the
party was :mharkix:ﬁ or\ a path
of confrontation with the Pres-
ident and force on him tie cab-
inet recommendation by send-
ing it to him the second tme
after Narayanan had returned

to it the first time.
Besides, what influencec’' the

cabinet's response to the pr €si-
dential decision was the sta.nce

of criticism by some parties of
the ruling cnilitlun ke Akeli
Dal. Lok Shakti and Biju

Janata Dal who disfavoured

ce to the wishes uf_

=

dismissal of RJD government

in Bihar.

Representatives of Akali Dal
and namool Congress did
not attend the meeting of the
caldinet the day it recommended
thé dismissal of RJD ministry.
Telugp Desam Party, whic
bailed out the Va{|pa}ree gov-
ernment In its first confidence
vote in March, also let it be
known that it was opposed to
sacking the Bihar government.

All this had made BJP jit-
tery as the saffron party feared
the possibility of the cabinet
recommendation failing to
earn the approval of Lok Sabha,
where the ruling coalition en-
joys a wafer-thin majority, and
in the Rajya Sabha where the
opposilion is in majority.

Under Indian constitution,
the cabinet decision to dismiss
a state government needs par-
liamentary endorsement even
after it was cleared by the Pres-
ident.

Although the government
bowed to the wishes of the
President, BJP disagreed with
his contention that constitu-
tional machinery had not bro-

ken down in Bihar. The reac-

tion of the opposition to the
President's decision to return

the cabinet recommendation
went along predictable line. The
entire opposition welcomed
Narayanan's ruling,

The CPI(M) went a step ahead
by demanding that the Presi-
dent's communication to the
cabinet be made public to facili-
tate debate on the issues raised
by him. RJD President Laloo
Prasad Yadav stood out by
claiming that Vajpayee gov-
ernment had been reduced to
minority on the issue of dis-
missal of his party's govern-
ment in Bihar and should,
therefore, seek a fresh vote of
confidence.

Buoyed by the success in pre-
venti nug%::r of RJD ministry
in Bihar, Laloo Yadav and
Samajwadi Party chief Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, who
formed a new political front
called "Rashtriya Loktantrik
Manch”" a few months ago,
mounted efforts to galvanise
unity among anti-B.JP forces.
Laloo Prasad Yadav met CPI
{M) and CPI leaders and dis-

cussed the possibility of findi
some common ground to bul

on the unity shown by opposi-
tion parties on the RJD min-
istry issue. Mulayam Ya-

dav said he was willing to hold
talks with Congress for an anti-
BJP front.

But opposition sources said
it was premature to interpret
the unity displayed by the oppo-
sition on the Bihar Issue as a
prelude to a fresh political
alignment.

A senior Congress leader
said a joint opposition offen-
sive against the BJP-led gov-
ernment on the RJD ministry
could not provide a platform for
long-term alliance, electoral or
otherwise, with RJD in Bihar or
Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh.

Only last month, nmjnrlll of
senior Congress leaders dis-
favoured any alliance with RJD
or SP as the assessment in
Co ss now is that tie-up with
the two parties in the past had
contributed to Congress' decline
in Bihar and Utter Pradesh
from its number one position in
electoral battles.
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Devastated by Deluge : The famous banana (above) and betel (below)
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HE World Bank has
I warned against the
possibility of widening
knowledge gap pushing
developing nations further
behind in the race for develop-
menlt, accentuating thereby the
disparity between the rich and
poor countries.

But it also says that the
global explosion of knowledge,
now under way, has the poten-
tial of lifting hundreds of mil-
Hons of the world's poor out of
poverty.

A study titled "Knowledge for
Development” analyses the
risks and opportunities that the

plantations of Munshiganj bear the marks of batt
— Star feature photos by AK M
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by Vasantha Arora

global information revolution
is creating [or developing coun-
tries and concludes that access
to financial. technical and
medical knowledge is crucial to
improving the health and liv-
ing standards of the poor. Bank
President James Wolfensohn,
in the foreword, says the rapid
growth of knowledge is raising
the danger of the poorest coun-
tries and communities falling
behind more rapidly than ever
before.

“In our enthusiasm for the
Information Superhighway, we

Bangladeshi

Hindus

Celebrate Puja in NY

Jyotirmoy Datta writes from New York

OR the Bangladeshi Hindu
community here, Durga
Puja this year was a much

Ionf -for milestone: the 1998
festival was conducted in a
m'niple of its own.

n previous years, thz festi-

val took place on the two days
of any weekend in a convenient
church compound that was
available in the Qumnahur\s:g\.

of whether the -
end dates actually coincided
with the dates in the Bengali
calendar,

This vear the festival was

strictly according to the scrip
tures and the calendar, extend-
'ne to its full five days.

Fach day, starting from ‘an-
(Nower offering) early in
ihe Moming to the goddess to
the tnd of the evening with a
culty '@l programme at 11 p.m.,
the te '1!"33'1‘ with its spacious
.-k ay M front courtyards was
@ whirl of activities
“ing of a temple of
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its own has been the crying need
of the community, said commu-
nity leader Dwijen Bhattach-
arya.
The desire for a temple to as-
sert their separate identity and
preserve their traditions led the
community members to launch
a campaign across North Amer-
ica. After only a six-month
fund-raising drive headed by
Vancouver-based [reedom
fighter Suraranjan Das and

California-based Kali Pradip
Chowdhury. the temple was
purchased for $430.000 in July
That the comununity han
kered for such a4 magnetl was
me” by the endless flow of
Jengall Hindus thronging the
Puja hall, Bhattacharya sald
"It is [reedom indeed to be able
to attend a Puja, wearing dhotis
and saris, and let Into our chil-
dren our tradition without

fear.” he said,

— India Abroad News Ser-
vice

must not forget the villages and
slums without telephones, elec-
tricity or safe water, the pri-
mary schools without pencils,
paper or books,” Wollensohn
says. "For the poor, the promise
of the new information age
knowledge for all can seem as
remote as a distant star.”

The report says that low na-
tional incomes are not the only
reason why poor countries are
less prosperous than richer
ones. Many developing coun-
tries lack t¥m capability to ac-
quire and adapt the economic,
technical and social knowledge
that has spurred many of the
world's development success
stories. Since creating this
knowhow is often costly, indus-
trial countries have greater op-
portunities to use knowledge to
obtain better health and rising
prosperity for their popula-
tions.

It, however, says countries
can narrow the knowledge gap

by putting in place policies to
acquire and adapt knowledge
from abroad and by making the

most of indigenous knowledge.
Countries that do this can
greatly improve the living
standards ol their citizens. For
example, 40 years ago Ghana
had the same per capita income
as South Korea. By the early
1990s, the latter's per capita in-
come was six times higher than
Ghana's. Some develo t ex-
perts claim that at least half
that disparity can be explained
by South Korea's greater success
in acquiring and using knowl-
edge.

Poor countries also differ
from the rich in their pursuit of
knowledge by having lewer
public Institutions to safeguard
the quality and truth of the in-
formation people need to lead
healthy. more affluent lives. Of-
ten there is no capacity to cer-

Knowledge Gap May Widen RiEF\-P-or DispaW

tify the quality of goods or ser-
vices, enforce standards and
performance and gather as well
as disseminate key informa-
tion needed for business trans-
actions, it adds.

"Knowledge can make the
difference between sickness and
heaith, between poverty and
wealth,” says Carl Dahlman.
director of this year's World De-
velopment Report team. "Gov-
ernments that adopt policies to
make the most ol knowledge
will have a major advantage in
improving the lives of their cit-
lzens.”

The report recommends
three types of actions to enable
developing countries to make
the most of knowledge. First,
developing countries should

adopt policies to narrow the
knowledge gaps that separate
them from rich nations in-

vesting in education, maintain-
ing an open trading regime
which brings foreign invest-
ment and licensing agreements
and removing barriers to com-
petition in the telecommunica-
tions sector as well as building
on and applying indigenous
knowledge, it says.

Second, the report recom-
mends that governments, mul-
tilateral institutions, non-gov-
ernmental organisations and
the private must work to-
gether to s the mecha-
nisms needed to resolve infor-
mation problems, it adds.

Third. governments must
recognise that knowledge gaps
and information problems
cannot be eliiminated. but by
recognising that knowledge 1s
at the core of development ef-
forts. policymakers can some-
times rlli:iruvrr unexpected solu-
tipns to scemingly intractable
problems, the report says,

— India Abroad News Ser-
vice
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Sweden Lett-turn

The general election in Sweden has shifted
the government to the Left. As a result,
the country could move away from Blair-
Clinton centrist policies and greater
attention may be paid to the needs of
developing countries. Gemini News Service
reports on the sudden growing influence of
Gudrun Schyman. Moussa Awounda
writes from Stockholm.

UDRUN Se leader
of the Left Party, has
suddenly become a key
Eﬂc.n'e in h politics. After
Hwt;nt:, which 1:1.131E téu: Prime
8 to 36. cent
S e e
Left has become the third
largest with 43 seats in
parliament.

Her views will now carry

much more t. Just before
olling on 20 September,
hyman, a 50-year-old re-
formed alcoholic and single
mother, summed her view on
the state of the .

“There’'s no doubt that glob-
alisation has Iincreased In-

ality between the rich coun-

in the North and those in
the South.”

She said her party would
champion the cause for eco-
nomic justice inside Sweden as
much as st & She cited the
growing ¢ clamour to com-
pel the iBEﬂd Bank to write off
debt to the most indebted coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and South
America, and said:

"We hope to soli-
darity with movement across
the world so that the

of mass un;:-mpl ent and
poverty are fought er. |
support the Jubilee Move-

ment (on debt relief) and | hope
to pay more attention to what is

required to be done”.
In an election fought on do-
lems be-

mestic economic

setting the Swedish welfare sys-
tem, the Left Party and ﬁu:
Green Party were among the few
in opposition Lo dedicate issues
of global interdependence In
their manifestoes.

In its election manifesto, Yes
to the World — No to the Euro-
pean Union, the Left wrote: “The
plundering by the affluent
countries ol the world's raw ma-
terials and labour Is creatin
poverly, war, oppression an
environmental destruction.”

The European Union. it
wamed. is part of the unfair in-
ternational order. “Its purpose
is to strengthen western Euro-
pean capital against competi-
tors in Japan, the US and the
Third World"™

It is now evident that the Left
Party's global vision. egalitari-
anism and militancy against
“Fortress Europe” capitalism,
has paid off, confounding crit-
ics who ruled them out as living
in the past of failed Marxist

ideology.

The Left Party has
from the election as the real
winner in the Sweden's socialist
bloc. With 12 cent of the
votes, it ecli the Liberal and
Centre . Both lost heav-

ily.
1"‘v'l"l*.u.-. pularity of the Left is
reflected in its 5.6 per cent gain
from the last election four years
agowhmithadonlyﬁ;l:ernmt.
Only the inward- nuking
Christian Democrats s
the Left with a rise nt"l?? per
cent new votes.

Part of the Left's popularity
springs from the person of
Schyman and her style of lead-
ership. She is not shy to use
ﬂ;:ﬂ;jm:I exper}:i%u of
chi f)oveny e-par-
enti alcoholism to {llus-
trate her commitments to so-
cial change. -

Her success in reviving the
Left's socialist ideals tl!:c ng
regarded as u t-
ist tendencies of Sweden's
cial Democrats, who are in-
spired by the drift to centrist

licies of Tony Blair's Labour

arty in Britain and Bill Clin-
ton's Democratic Party in the
US.

Goran Persson, Prime Min-
ister since March 1996, leads
the Minority Social Democrats,
who lost 8 per cent. To retain of-
fice he has to seek the hand of
Schyman to form a coalition
government in the next parlia-
ment. She has won a kingmak-
er's role.

Will the ll‘;tﬂ live up u: iﬁn
campal rhetoric, especially
on Mh policy towards the
developing countries? Eva
Zetterberg, spokeswoman for
the Left on North-South coop-
eration, Is sure her party will

stick to thﬂrﬁun-.
After the election, she spoke
enthusiastically about Swe-

den's future role in fighting
global poverty and exploita-
tion.
She will call in Parliament
for aid to be raised from 0.73
r cent to one per cent of GNP.
he says: "We want to show that
Sweden is stll committed as a
front-runner in global coopera-
tion. We lost this tradition in
the past few years. Moreover, we
want aid to be channeled
through the NGOs and targeting
children. women and the el-
derty”
*"We are not satisfied with

Could Lead to Aid Boost

Voice from the Left

Is it not

abundantly
clear that the
experiment in
competition and
marginalisation
has a price
which the
majority do

not wish to pay?*

Gudrun Schyman,
Leader of Left Party

Sweden's new parliament

Green 16
SDP 131

Left 43

the World Bank-led Structural
Adjustment Policies (SAPs),
particularly in Africa. We are
oing to support debate about
this should be changed and

at the same time support to
the Jubilee 2 campaigns

which calls for debt-relief mea-
sures.”
Although, almost all the ma-

jor political parties in Sweden
support debt relief and there is
consensus on foreign aid, cam-
paigners agree the will to push
things along is lacking in a
climate of aid fatigue and eco-
nomic recession.

NGOs in Sweden says the Left
may be able to provide a cat-
alytic role. Lars Olof Hellgren,
campaign co-ordinator,
Swedish Coalition for Jubilee
2000, which brings together 42
NGOs, says:

"We hope that with a strong
Left, It will push the govern-
mernlt to be outspoken on ald is-
sues and raise the debt question
with the World Bank. We par-
ticularly think it is good to
have the Left Party because the
Social Democratic Government
had written to us to show their
commitment to Jubilee 2000
demands. The Left, we hope,
will use this to push them to
implement thtngu."

"For every dollar given as
aid to Africa, the Africans are
paying us back one dollar 30-

'CUIU'O‘IQ Christian

cents. This can't go on. Some-
has to be done."”

or the African community

in Sweden the triumph of the

Left P mism that
the ;n-lm-ltym !_mupﬂ on Africa
can be regained. Since joining

the European Union three years
ago, Swedish aid policy has
tended to loosen its close asso-
ciation with the African conti-
nent.

Although the ruling Social
Democrats last year created as
an afterthought at the end of the

liament term a blueprint
g:l.llcd Fartargrshlp Africa, ob-
servers believe it lacks the vi-
tality and that in reality
Swedish aid is looking. more
towards the Baltic States, and
Central and Eastern Europe.
About 10% of aid last year went
to those countries.

Persson did not visited
Africa in his first term in of-
fice. The days of close affinity
between, for example, Julius
Nyerere of Tanzania and Olof
Palme, who led Sweden in the
1970s and 1980s, are not being
renewed, ajaartlj.r because of the
ideological crisis that has been
facing those in power,

The writer is a Kenyan jour-
nalist who has been living and
working in Sweden for several

years.

High Noon in Kosovo

by John Shattuck

LOBODAN Milosevic has

roclaimed the end of the

osovo conllict for weeks
now. But the brutal work of his
security forces has only
continued and reports of new
civilian massacres abound.
Earlier this month [September],
| traveled through Kosovo with
Senator Bob Dole on a human
rights mission. We witnessed
not only a human rights crisis
but a humanitarian
catastrophe in the making. The
world should not be taken in by
the Yugoslav resident’'s
rhetoric. It has little to do with
the bitter reality of Kosovo.

The Milosevic regime ap-
pears determined to punish t
civilian population there. The
devastation goes far beyond any
legitimate police action. The
violence is punitive, not inci-
dental. Houses are bumed from
the inside, while nﬂﬁhbuuﬂng
homes stand untouched. On a
daily basis, government forces
terrify civilians. obliterating
the infrastructure that makes
their lives tolerable. The result-
ing plague of destruction is not
remotely justified by govern-
ment claims of "apprehending
terrorists.”

Since the fighting began,
hundreds of thousands have
fled from their homes. The vast
majuritr remain within
Kosovo, living in the open both
day and night, on the edge of
winter, facing freezing tempera-
tures and with limited access to
food and shelter. Some families
return to their villages during
the day, only to flee into the
mountains at night. We saw
signs of malnutrition on the
faces of children. Unless the
international relief community
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takes immediate steps to inter-
vene, tens of thousands could
starve or freeze to death this
winter

The looming humanitarian
catastrophe now threatening
Kosovo is only a symptom of a
political and military crisis
thial threatens again to destabi-
lize the region and undermine
the Bosnian peace process. Mr
Milosevic created this broader
crisis. He must take the steps
necessary to resolve it. Despite
his claims that he favours the
return of the displaced to their
homes, his security forces have
created a climate of deep and
pervasive fear throughout the
civilian population.

Mr Milosevic must stop his
government's brutal assault on
towns and villages and with-
draw security lorces. Mean-
while, Albanian political rep-
resentatives and the Kosovo
Liberation Army should do all
they can to end civilian deaths
and harassment and provide
information on missing Serbs
to the international commu-
nity. Both Albanians and Serbs
stand to benefit from indepen-
dent forensic investigations. as
neither side will believe the
other. We should not let propa-
ganda add to the pain of those
already grieving.

The US is taking steps to
ratchet up the pressure on Mr
Milosevic. Last week at the
United Nations, US leadership
resulted in a strong Security
Cauncil resolution demanding
a cease-fire, the withdrawal o
security forces, and immediate,
unimpeded access for the Red
Cross and other humanitarian

organizations. At the same
time, NATO is completing
preparations so that it will be
ready for military action if nec-
essary.

In Kosovo, the US is provid-
ing a direct response to the
needs of displaced persons, in-
cluding more than $40 million
to address immediate human
needs. US Ambassador
Christopher Hill is leading in-
ternational efforts to broker a
settlement that will let the peo-
ple of Kosovo govern them-
selves within Yugoslavia.

There are other initiatives
that the US will continue to ad-
vance to pressure Mr Milosevic
toward a just and peaceful set-
tlement. Since the conflict
erupted this spring, we have
worked with our international
partners to tighten sanctions
on Serbia, especially to stop in-
ternational purchases of Ser-
bia's aging economic infras-
tructure — purchases that would
give Mr Milosevic the spending
money he needs to finance cur-
rent and future Kosovos.

The US is also strengthening
the "justice track”. In The
Hague, the International
Criminal Tribunal for the for-
mer Yugoslavia has jurisdic-
tion over Kosovo, and the US
has increased its financial sup-
port for its investigation into
the prosecution of crimes there.
The US is also supporting ef-
forts by the Security Council to
change Milosevic's dismal
record of cooperation.

The US is stepping up its
support for the democratically
elected government of Mon-
tenegro, and is working to en-

sure that Montenego reo its
Kosovo border. The willingness
of the Montenegrin government
to assist refugees and to coop-
erate with international hu-
manitarian relief agencies as
well as the Yugoslav War
Crimes Tribunal demonstrates
that there is a democratic way
out for those willing to find it.

What has happened to date
in Kosovo does not yet match
the sheer magnitude of Bosnia.
But the latest reports of civilian
massacres show that the poten-
tial for a similar catastrophe —
a Srebrenica or Omarska — is
real, and should galvanize the
international community to
further action. Everywhere we
went we saw shelled, destroyed,
and sometimes still burnin
towns, abandoned to packs o
wild dogs and heavily armed

olice and army units. We
E:arned that Serbian authori-
ties had started rounding up
civilians and separating men
and boys from women and chil-
dren.

What Senator Dole and [ saw
underscores the high stakes the
Kosovo conflict represents for
those under Mr Milosevic's rule.
The stakes are also high for the
international community. Ul-
timately, as with Bosnia, only a
strong international response
can induce Mr Milosevic to do
the right thing. Over the longer
term. only democratic institu-
tions and respect for basic hu-
man rights can provide the ba-
sis for the states of former Yu-

oslavia to assume their right-
and peaceful place in the Eu-

ropean family ol nations.
The author is US Assistant

Secretary of State for Democ-
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