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PCJSS Stand-off

This is a PCJSS sticking point that sounds
downright obsolete before the benign spirit. and
forward-looking substance of the CHT peace ac-
cord. They have given a mere technicality the look
of a "principle' by rejecting out of hand an interim
Regional Council the government has had to nom-
inate pending elections in the CHT which are to be
held under new laws in due course. While making
the nominations the government stuck to the

ratio of representation between the tribals
and the Bengali settlers as is illustrated by the fact
that the 22-member body is to include 19 tribal
leaders as against three plainlander representa-
tives.. Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma, the moving
force behind the PCJSS, is to head the interim re-
gional council. In what appears to be a same-side
folly he is rejecting the proposed body wholesale
on the sole plea that the three Bengali nominees to
the RC are not the persons the PCJSS had named.

Since none of the clauses of the CHT accord has
been violated in any manner or shape we are in-
clined to regard this as a tiff over a small detail
rather than a conflict of either principles or inter-
ests. It is an interim body to which the govern-
ment, albeit in consultation with the local leader-
ship has sent some Bengali settlers' names and
that too in an agreed proportion.

When the polls to the three hill district councils
are eventually held and they form an electoral col-
lege for the regional council all the members of the
RC proper including the settler component of it
will have been duly elected public representatives.

Such an obdurate stance of the PCJSS has led
the Minister for Hill Tracts Affairs Kalparanjan
Chakma to suggest that the government would
have to look for alternative steps to form the RC if
the PCJSS continued with their one-point stand-
off. We do not want to guess the kind ingenious so-
lution the government has up its sleeves but suffice
it to say that we are for an amicable settlement of
the question.

The peace accord should not be a captive of ego-
centric semantics or sentimentalities. Especially
when the 700 Shantibahini members who had sur-
rendered their weapons have been absorbed in the
police force, the refugee returnees are picking up
their lives, prisoners are being speedily released,
military camps are winding up and a massive de-

velopment programme has got underway.

A Better Deal from Teachers

What's teaching? And who's a teacher? It is pos-
sible that in any serious understanding of these
two terms, not all belonging to the profession of
teaching are teachers. And also that many a one
outside the fold is quite a capable teacher doing the
self-appointed job with more application than is
generally seen in the profession. Education in
Bangladesh is in a worse shape than its economy

or administration. The problem is so bad that one '

never comes across any teacher or teachers' body
dwelling seriously on this number one problem of
our education — the vanishing race of good teach-
ers and the extinction of effective meaningful
classroom-teaching and the absence in the teacher

of an inner urge to be a teacher indeed, in and out
side the classroom.

The teachers have their share of problems of se-
curity and employment although the government
has been bearing the lion's share of the emolu-
ments of all regularly employed teachers in the na-
tion. In spite of the big salary support, teachers in
non-government schools and colleges are still not
in any enviable position. All teachers enjoy a per-
fect state of unaccountability though, facilitated by
a system of examination that totally precludes the
need and practice of education. At the end of the
day after a sixteen-year one-stretch schooling, a
vast majority of those that pass out do so without
acquiring any literary or numerary faculty what-
soever, not to speak of majoring in matters of atti-
tude and judgement based on a growing awareness
of life and the world around.

Ways must be found to exorcise the ghoul in the
mustardseed itself. Who will do that? It is better
that the teachers do it. For to develop true profes-
sionals out of the poorly performing education
employees in the schools and colleges, impositions
would not help. The urge must come from inside
the individual teacher or his or her community.

In this land of a thousand movements, popping
up so often, there hasn't been todate an education
movement launched by teachers aiming at an
overdrive of self-improvement as teachers.

Yesterday was the World Teachers' Day. We have
no doubt in Bangladesh teachers' bodies met on the
occasion to clamour for better deals. The society
deserves a better deal from them all.

The -7 Myopia

It is shocking the manner in which the seven
richest countries of the world, in their worry and
eagerness to tide over global recession bypassed the
problems faced by the developing nations. The
joint communiqué at the end of the first round of
G-7 meeting in Washington spoke of the developed
world’'s resolve to fight pervasive economic dis-
tress with intensified cooperation. Apparently this
intensified cooperation is focused on a very lim-
ited area and have got very little to do with the eco-
nomic fortunes of the developing countries. Al-
though the meeting dwelt on the economic crisis in
Japan its agenda did not include the negative im-
pact of capital outflow and high debt servicing
costs calling for a reduction in the interest rate.

The oft-repeated appeal for an equitable world
trade order also went a- . How can there be a
healthy global trade order when dices are so un-
fairly loaded against the developing countries?
Can the developing countries ever be partners in
the progress of the wealthy and resourceful nations
in the present export and import format which re-
mains discriminatory and unjust.

To make an effective contribution in saving the
world from economic chaos G7 has to broaden its
vision and play a pivotal role in addressing the
chronic grievances of the developing nations.

The global economy is in much too dire a strait
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ALAYSIA appears to be
sailing in unchartered
waters as Malaysians
continue to defy a ban on public
gatherings and called for
Pnlltir,:ll reforms chanting
reformasi”. After sacking his
deputy, Anwar Ibrahim (51) on
September 2 on various alleged
serious ch s, Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohammad (72)
thought that he was safe
politically as the allegations
were serious enou not to
elicit any support for his
d"—'P“It)'* However, Dr. Ma-
hathir's sudden disposal of the
man he ed to succeed him
appears to have shocked the av-
erage Malaysian and further-
more they were horrified to
learn the alleged violence on
the person of the former Deputy
Prime Minister while he was in
police custody when he was
roduced before the Court on 29
ptember. Although the gov-
ernment assured to investigate
the matter, it appears that the
reputation of the government
appears to have been seriously
damaged in the eyes of the
Malaysians.

Some of the anxious ques-
tions that are being agitated the
minds of the Malaysians are:
why did Dr. Mahathir not take
any action against Mr. Anwar
in 1993 when he was reportedly
informed by the police of cer-
tain allegations against his
deputy ? why were the allega-
tions raised when it was per-
ceived that Mr. Anwar's sup-
I:bortcrs were preparing to chal-
enge Dr. Mahathir as the Pres-
ident of the Party, UMNO
(United Malays National Or-
anisation) ? how could Mr.

war, a high profile political
person, evade the commission
of alleged offences when in all
probability he could be never
alone [ either the driver or secu-
rity fuardn must always be with
him)? are the allegations
against his character credible
given Mr. Anwar’s deep Islamic
convictions and having a fam-
ily of six children and a practis-
ing Muslim wife ? why are the
specific charges not prepared
rior to his arrest and why was

r. Anwar arrested under the
"omnibus” draconian law, In-
ternal Security Act (ISA) when
specific laws were there to

NDER the caption "How

Convenient”, the

following lead editorial
was published in The Wall
Street Journal, America's
largest circulation daily, on
September 30, 1998,

“Today there is peace in
Kosovo-Metohija. Life in
Kosovo-Metohija has returned
to normal. The Republic of Ser-
bia has thwarted the secession-
ists’ attempts to realize their in-
tentions through terror. The
terrorist &an%s have been de-
stroyed. Serbia has once again
shown that it is capable of re-
solving its problems alone,
with full respect for democratic
countries’ principles and stan-
dards regarding human, civil
and minority rights." — Ser-
bian Prime Minister Mirko Ma-
janovic

The above quote was part of
an Orwellian victory perora-
tion given by the Serbian Prime
Minister on Monday September
28. How convenient that the
Wesl is now demanding that
Slobodan Milosevic call a
cease-fire and withdraw his
forces from Kosovo. For the
last three months, Mr. Milose-
vic's army and police forces
have been burning and bomb-
mg their way across the ethnic-
Albanian dominated province
of Kosovo in an "antiterrorist”
campaign that has left more
than 200 villages destroyed and
sent more than 250,000
into the woods and mountains,
or across the border to an un-
certain fate in crumbling Al-
bania.

The timing of the new cease-
fire demands from the United
Nations Security Council and
NATO beggars belief. If these ul-
timatums have a familiar ring
to them, rewind several months
to the first days when televi-
sion cameras relayed pictures
of the bodies of murdered Al-
banians and their burned-out
homes. The tough-talking
Madeleine Albright led the out-
rage club: The United States,
declared Secretary Albright in
March, was "not going to stand
by and watch the Serbian au-
thorities do in Kosovo what
they can no longer get away
wit h't Bosnia."

In late June, foreign minis-
ters from Britain, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Russia
and the US met in London to
demand that Bel cease all
m:lll:ary action against Kosovar

ans

"Alphabets of Agony"

Sir, Mr. A Z M Obaidullah
Khan's article "Alphabets of
Agony” dated 25th September in
your editorial page was indeed a
vallant effort to overcome the
daunting task ahead for the
country with respect to the
floods. It also seems to be an
honest appraisal in alleviating
the uuﬂ:ﬁ;‘lfn of the people.

But, | fail to agree on a cou
of points, The proposal for
“contribution” and “adoption”
struck me as impractical and
far fetched. ,

The reason being that the
‘adoption method” would only
be viable if the country was
ready to bear the cost and the
efforts of "nation building".
Bangladesh isn't facing ﬂooﬁ-
and other environment-related
problems for the first time and
world ald and sympathy
haven't done much to overcome
the situation so far. The fi

to overlook the need for an interdependent ; { po bili d
I . e ependent world I?nlm nsi tyn#mgr:ﬂm'

civil : helE the return of pared to recognize an au-
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by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

Dr. Mahathir, by sacking H:is
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Malaysia at a time of economic recession in the country. Foreign investment is a must fbremm::cmh
but the unstable political situation may discourage the investors to pour in money in Malaysia.

frame charges against him ?

PSA Lo detain a person
or in eﬂnlg period without
trial and was primarily de-

lo combat communism.)

Unless the Government
comes clean with the answers to,
the above questions, grave
doubts on the allegations will
remain irresistible and the
country may continue to suffer
from political instability and
adverse international reaction
The mere fact that Mr. Anwar
has now been charged for 10 al-
Ie&ed offences after nine days
after his arrest and produced
before a court may not absolve
the tion of abuse of power
by the Government.

In the past Dr. Mahathir was
successful in eliminating his
political rivals with ease such
as former Finance Minister
Tunku Razaleigh. This time it
appears to be a problem for him
as the political protest appears
to gather momentum. Not only
there were several successive
rallies with 20,000 Malaysians
since Mr. Anwar's arrest but
also a new coalition of some 18
political parties and religious
and human ts groups under
the name of "Democracy Coali-
tion” has been launched. It is
significant to point out that the
rallies cried out for reforms. In
my view, the programme of the
Coalition has become wider in
scope in political terms and is
not confined only to Mr. An-
war's arrest. It is now the cry
for democracy and reforms in
the country's political architec-
ture.

Dr. Mahathir is known for
his authoritarian rule for the
last 17 years. Under his rule
Malaysia progressed with im-
pressive record in economic

growth. The aver Malaysian
endured his rule use
were becoming affluent and

had enjoyed a quality of life
never experienced belore The
Malaysians had the impression
that their country's economy
would remain a permanent is-

land of prosperity in an eco-

"When the country slip

nomic turmoil in the region.

But that was not to be the case.
into
economic recession . Ma-
hathir's management of econ-
omy including the projects,
such as the world's tallest
building in Kuala Lumpur and
the new airport, became ques-
tion marks.

It was an secret that Dr.
Mahathir and his deputy An-
war |brahim were at logger-
heads over economic policy af-
ter the recession. Dr. athir
appeared to believe that Mr.
Anwar's policies were dictated
by the West. They did not see eye
to eye over the proper response
to the continuing devaluation
of the currency ( ringgit) When-
Dr. Mahathir decided to fix the
currency to the US dollar, Mr.
Anwar as Finance Minister was
reported to have disagreed. Fur-
thermore, there is a view that
after the fall of President
Suharto Prime Minister Ma-
hathir has become worried
about his political fate.

In the backdrop of the above
situation, Dr Mahathir sacked
his deputy in a dramatic fash-
ion on 2nd Seplember amidst
charges of serious offences in-
cluding the one impinging his
moral character. It was thought
this serious charge against his
character in a conservative
Muslim country such as
Malaysia would pcrmancnl{_]v
damage his reputation and en
his political career. However
Mr. Anwar denied the charges,
saying that they were part of
conspiracy at a high political
level and he would t ﬁm’t
them. His wife Dr. Wan Azizah
(46), an eye surgeon. had full
confidence and trust in her
husband. Mr. Anwar's arrest
on 21 September from his resi-
dence in a violent manner
scems 1o have added more fuel
to the agitation of Anwar’'s sup-
porters. As of writing (Oct 1), t
supporters have staged three
huge anti-government demon-
strations  (between 10,000-

20.000 people) in the past four

days despite the government
Ean on assembly of more than
ve .
€ question now arises:
why does Dr. Mahathir face
such continuing unprecedented
anti-government protests from
his own nationals ? | wish to

offer some observations on the

uutgn

st, Dr. Mahathir's action
against Mr. Anwar and his ap-
parent determination to stay in
power may have alienated
many younger party (UMNO)
officials, in particular at a time
when there was an unsuccessful
attempt by Anwar’'s supporters
to pressure him into re ;
Dr. Mahathir is a of ear-
lier generation and Mr. Anwar,
being much younger in age, re-
mains popular with you
ple. The protests could de-

scribed as yearning for a
"generation change.”
Second, most of the

protesters belong to new emerg-
ing middle class and the irony
is that their parents became
rich through rmment pa-
tronage under Dr. Mahathir.
This new educated middle class
are articulating demands of
democracy and reforms from
the environs of a controlled po-
litical culture in Malaysia. E:'
Anwar’s arrest became the focal
point of their aspirations for
more democratic and free soci-
ety. Globalisation of informa-
tion ln:hnnloa has broken the
frontiers of Malaysia and the

ung people do not like their
ives regulated. The protests
could be seen as signs of social
revolution.

Thirdly, the economic re-
cession in the country has
shaken the very credibility of
the government's policies. It is
the startling realisation by the
Malaysians that its economic
stability and years ol hard-won
growth |Is destroyed within
months and thcﬁ ound their
Prime Minister helpless to re-
verse the situation. The con-
traction of economy, according
to the World Bank new r .
will be 3.4 per cent in Malaysia

Letter From America
In Kosovo and Elsewhere, Muslim Blood is Cheap!

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Prinmton_

this year. Furthermore the
Malaysians now realise that
they have to endure economic
and social hardships at least
for 3 to 5 years and this bleak
prospect may have propelled
the protesters to demand the
removal of the Prime Minister.
Fourthly, with the economic
melt-down in South East Asia,
Malaysian neighbours, namely
Indonesia and Thailand had a
change of their governments.
President Suharto’'s downfall
from political power remains a
powerful symbol of “people’s
wer”. If President Suharto in
ay 1998 and President Marcos
in 1986 could be forced from
ower, why <can't the
alaysians do the same thing?
Finally, as | have stated ear-
lier, Anwar's arrest |Is per-
ceived to be unfair and the
treatment of a former Deputy
Prime Minister by the lice
appears to be ruthlesg. If there
are charges of serious offences.
they believe that Mr. Anwar
should have been produced be-
fore a court as soon as possible
within 24 hours with formal
charges and the fact that his
members of family and his
lawyer were reportedly denied
to meet him for a few days was
considered to be gross violation
of human rights and decency.

Cracks began to appear in
imrnm:nt'l case t Mr.
as he a in court.
Conclusion

Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad must be credited
for his remarkable achieve-
ments in the economic progress
of Malaysia. He has trans-
formed Malaysia from an ex-
porter of rubber and tin into an
“Asian tiger® producing elec-
tronic equipment, cars and
steel. He introduced many re-
forms in his country including
curbing the powers of the roy-
alty. In addition he became the
spokesman for the developing
countries in the world forums
criticising the existing unfair
global trade and mon sys-
tems.

’

The only way to get things done in the West is through activism. Bending at the knee, begging and appealing
to compassion are not positions of strength. The Muslims have to support the Western action against
terrorist-murderers like Bin Laden. Only then can they ask why even after Sudan had acceded to the US
demand to expel Bin Laden, was Khartoum bombed?

refugees and allow interna-
tional monitors into the areas.
"President Milosevic will be
making a grave mistake if he
imagines the international
community will be as slow to
act in Kosovo as il was in
Bosnia." said British Foreign
Secretary Robin Cook. And
later: "President Milosevic is
now on his last waming.”

NATO then conducted mili-
tary operations in neighboring
Albania and Macedonia. issu-
ing a statement that the opera-
tions have "the aim of demon-
strating NATO's capability to
project power rapidly into the
region.” The m . it turmed
out, was just another pit stop
on the photo-op diplomacy cir-
cuit,

There were more warnings.
“If President Milosevic does not
realize how rous the game
he and his military forces are

laying. the mnsc-:i::nncts will
very serious for him and his
country,” Richard Holbrooke
told a National Press Club audi-
ence in June. He was echoed by
British Defense Minister Gfﬂrﬁt
Robertson after a spate of high-
level talks in Brussels =

It is difficult to think of a
time when the language of
t:li|::l+l:1n:15u::3{fl has been so deval-
ued; or when U.S. and Western
leaders have been so careless
with the principle of credibility.
These warnings were followed
by — as Milosevic knew they
would be - three months of
relative silence as Serb tanks
and howitzers made their way
from village to village in
Kosovo. Now there's the onset
of winter, with its potential to
leave thousands of refugees
stranded in the mountains and
woods dying of cold or starva-
tion — a humanitarian crisis
that would no doubt be embar-
rassing for governments that
swore they wouldn't let it hap-

The truth is that the West
made a conscious, if nonpublic,

decision to leave Milosevic to
his dirty work in Kosovo. There

were plenty of "reasonable”
justifications for doing so alo

tlonomous Kosovo, which is
what the ethnic Albanian lead-
ership in Kosovo and the
Kosovo Liberation Army were
seeking.” Or. "Had we inter-
vened earlier, we might have
emboldened the KLA who after
all are a hunch of outlaws too.”
Or. "We never expected his
forces would take it this far and
kill this many civilians™ - and
so forth. Privately, European
foreign ministry officials have
told us that they would have
Eladly supported an effort to hit

ack at Milosevic if only the
U.S.. which would need to sup-
ply the air power and leader-
ship. had said the word.

But the fore icy appa-
ratus in the Ulg.,‘ Il:::s lost its

com . When leaders refuse
to lead and instead hide behind
empty threats. high-minded
phrases and supplicant visits to
the ssor, credibility Eues
out of the window. If the .
vars foolishly thought the West
would come to their rescue, Slo-
bodan Milosevic knew better

Now that the job is done, the
Clinton administration, which
still pretends to lead the West-
ern world, is conveniently de-
manding justice. It will no
doubt declare victory when a
salisfied Milosevic follows the
script. Whatever "deal is now
cut in Kosovo, don't expect those
refugees to be on the right end of
it.”

One major omission in the
otherwise very frank editorial
is a very pertinent fact: the
primary reason for the West's
reluctance to act is that the
Kosovo Albanians are Muslims.
And that Milosevic should be
added to the list of war crimi-
nals headed for the Hague, as
suggested by former U.S. Secre-
taries of State and Defense in a

New York Times advertise-
ment a few days . And that
Yugoslavia should be banned

from international sports until
Milosevic surrenders.
The same day, September 30,

there were ghastly photographs
ol ethnic han!gn[; mugt"rdtﬁcd

by the Serbian security forces,
on the front pages of leading

British Foreign Secretary
Robin Cook called for a meeting
ASAFP. Thus s so la

it is not y. We have
from’ ‘the Bosnfan holocaust
days that whenever the mas-
sacre of Muslims became pub-
lic. the British would call an-
other meeting to express their
indignation! Does not the
British intelligence inform the
Secretary of what is going on in
Kosovo every day? He is out-
raged only when the massacre
is public knowledge. Why
doesn’t he call a meeting before
a massacre, (o save Albanian
lives?

A few weeks . New York's
Democratic candidates (Charles
Schumer., Geraldine Ferraro
and Mark Green; Schumer won)
hoping to unseat the incumbent
Republican Senator Al D'Am-
ato, were debating on televi-
sion. They all put the blame for
the stalled Middle East peace
process squarely on the shoul-
ders of the Arabs and Arafat. It
was not Netanyahu's intransi-
gence that concerned them, it
was the Muslims'. They all
agreed with Al D' Amato’s insis-
tence that America should not
sto with the bombing
Mgganiﬁtan and Sudan, it
should send its missiles to de-
stroy the enemies of Israel! If
the current Senator, or the
would-be Senators talk this
way in public, imagine what
they think and do in the privacy
of their Senatorial offices.

One of the things that they
have done recently is to resur-
rect the Religious Freedom Bill
("Anti-Christian Persecution
Bill"), that the Clinton Admin-
istration opposes. The Bill is
sponsored by Congressman
Frank Wolf of Virginia and
Senator Arlen Specter of Penn-
sylvania — two Jewish legisla-
tors well-known for their
diehard support for Israel. The
Bill is designed to punish any
nation that persecules religious
minorities in theory, Chris-
tians in reality. The Ianguaﬂ

IS
in the Bill has been carefu j{
crafled so thal Israel does no

et blamed for persecuting
hristians and Muslims, but

seer, Fé{g}re of Christians world-
e’

‘persecuting” Christians.
Why would Jewish legisla-
lors be so concerned the

Alfter all, the world's
number one religion is, by all
accounts, flourishing. Are th
trying to express their gratitu
for the Holocaust, the expulsion
of the Jews from Christian
Spain or Shakespeare's Jew-
baiting? The answer lies in
Harvard Professor Samuel
Huntington's 1993 thesis that
Islam is the West's new enemy.
Without any debate, that thesis
has been accepted as the gospel
by the West, and Zionists are
hard at work making that a re-
ality, so that the historical
wrong committed with the cre-
ation of Israel remain un-ad-
dressed. Huntington also theo-
rized that the Confucian cul-
ture. represented by China, is
currently aligned with Islam.
That is why, China also gets a
special treatment in the Bill. It
is ironic that China represses
its 30 million Muslim minority
in the Xinjiang province far
more than it does the Chris-
tians. and as Pakistan found
out last May, China is distanc-
ing itself Ifrom its Islamic
friends as it covets acceptance
in the mainstream of nations.

The Muslims must be quick
to condemn terrorists’ like
Osama Bin Laden, treat their
religious minority justly as
their religion demands, and
stop the reported persecution of
Christians in East Timor. Af-
ter cleansing themselves of
their own wrongs, they can go
after their rights.

The only way to get things
done in the West is through ac-
tivism. Bending at the knee,
begging and appealing to com-
passion are not positions of
strength. The Muslims have to
support the Western action
aﬁalnat terrorist-murderers
like Bin Laden. Only then can
ll‘ﬂ'ask wttéy even after Sudan
had acceded to the US demand
to | Bin Laden, was Khar-
toum bombed? It now ap
that with no US Embassy in
Khartoum, the factory to be
bombed in Sudan was selected

Is Credibility of Malaysian Government in Peril?

Political analysts believe
that Dr. Mahathir might go for
an early election to se the
situation. He has been a tough
political fighter and it is re-
ported that the tis

its own rally on 10 Oc-
tober for 100.000 members of
youth movements linked to the
ruling coalition. Action is also
being planned to purge dissident

mem of the ruling party.

sacking this deputy Anwar
[brahim, has rocked the politi-
cal and economic stability of
Malaysia at a time of economic
recession in the country. For-
eign investment is a must for
economic growth but the un-
stable political situation may
discourage the investors to pour
in money in Malaysia.

The political instability in
Malaysia will have spill-over,
effects in the region. Both Thai-
land and Singapore, the two
countries sharing borders with
mainland Malaysia, will have
particular trade and strategic
concerns in the events in
Malaysia. The Pacific- rim
countries including the US,
Canada, Japan , China and Aus-
tralia are concerned whether
the Summit of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-operation Forum
(APEC) could be at all held in
Malaysia in November if the
political turmeoil continues in
the country. Furthermore the .
US. Australia and Britain ex-
Er:sacd concern at the reported

rutal treatment by the police
Mr. Anwar.
Dr. Mahathir appears to be
litically vuln:rage as never
e. If the fragile economy
deteriorates further, the dissat-
isfaction of Malaysians is
likely to grow against the gov-
ernment. Dr. Mahathir's au-
thority and reputation may
further suffer. The divided op-
position parties became re-
cently united and they declared
that they would fight the next
election to defeat Dr. Mahathir.
They think that time has come
for a change at the top. It is sad
for his friends to see him in
that situation of his own mak-
ing.

The writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in Geneva.

mer President Carter said that
the US should send a fact-find-
ing mission to Sudan. and
should scold the Sudanese if the
factory was indeed found to be
producing deadly chemicals. If
not, the US should apologize to
Sudan. And pay compensation,
Carter should have added! That
would enhance US prestige. not
diminish it.

The lack of activism in the
defense of their rights is cost-
ing the Muslims plenty of
blood. are being repressed
in Bosnia, Kosovo, Chechnya,
Nagorno-Karabakh, Palestine,
Kashmir and China, to name a
few places. The least they can
do is express outrage at the
Western hypocrisy (it took the
US less than two weeks after the
Kenyan and Tanzanian bomb-

ings to bomb Bin Laden: it took
them over three years to do
anything in Bosnia. and nine
months and counting, in
Kosovo.) Let us also remember
that two US Presidents — Presi-
dent Bush in December, 1992
and President Clinton later —
had promised the Kosovo Al-
banians that what happened in
Bosnia will never happen to
them. Are promises of two US
Presidents worthless? Even if
NATO were to punish Milosevic
now, it will to too little, too late
for the decimated Kosovars.

Muslim activism should ex-
tend to countering intellectual
terrorismm. The damage Hunt-
ington's thesis has done to vil-
Ey the Muslims is enormous.

ow comes another Islam-
bashing best seller by V. S.
Naipaul, who because of his
ethnic background, is consid-
ered an authentic spokesman
for the third world and Islam by
the West. It took an intellectual
Olympian like Professor Ed-
ward Said, a Christian, to point
out how damning Naipaul's lat-
est book is going to for the
Muslims. To quote Professor
Said: "The greater pity is that
Naipaul's latest book on Islam
will be considered a major in-
terpretation of a great religion,
and more Muslims will suffer
and be insulted. And the ga
between them and the West
increase and deepen. No one
will benefit except the publish-
ers who will (fm ably sell a lot
of books, and Naipaul, who will
make a lot of money.” It is a

ity that so few Muslims at

50 years ago.

control by

the lines of, "We were unpre- newspapers such as the New  Egypt. Saudi Arabia, Sudan, through deductive reasoning by and abroad seem to un-
York Times. The outraged Indonesia and China do for a low level US employee! For-  derstand that.
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alternately unifying the nation. world. nuclear bombs. E shining example for the free
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are seen in Japan who per- taken at this stage, it wouldn't reclate the offer of the Indian free world
formed a post-World War eco- be long before fickle environ- rime Minister Atal Behari Va- Sir. President Clinton's SMS Zaman
nomic miracle. Israel which  mental conditions on the global jpayee which he made on the dcpuslijnn before the grand ju 76 /A. Segunbaghicha
has grown to be respected as a  scale vanquish low-lying areas  occasion of Indian Indepen- . o jacast by CNN on 21. 98 Dhaka 1000
military power as well as a self- including Bangladesh to obliv- dence Day at Moghul built Red from 7:45 pm and onwards. |
sufficient nation in terms of lon. Fort, New Delhi that "India Is could watch it from 7:45 pm lo Ban on polyt.hene
agriculture and energy re- ready to hold talks with Pak- 11:30 pm. During this period he
sources, from a Pan:hf desert Anish V. Hnshy istan on any issue, at any level, Eppﬂ’ﬁ]’tﬂ to be morose, B'Lllkﬂ'lg m
And of course  Mirpur, Dhaka anywhere.... | do not believe and rarely truculent. During Sir, It is really nice to know
China, who have also done re- that there is any problem which this period | also saw that he that the government has de-
markably well on the economic g 2 can not be resolved through dia- drank water/soft drink 32 cided to take steps to control the
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firmly im“plemcntlng the “one § oler India and Pakistan to kindly As 1 rightly guessed that  put a ban on the production and
policy. Sir, Following carrying out hold talks on Kashmir issue at use of polythene which are

child”

There is no doubt that good
work is being done at the micro
level in the country regarding
the floods with the help of as-
sorted NGOs, but the problem
needs to be tackled at its roots.

More stress should be fo-
cused on river control and dis-
aster t with the ac-
tive involvement, of its bigger
neighbour, India as well as ex-

in this field around the

tit-for-tat nuclear tests by India
and Pakistan the relations be-
tween the two countries have
become very risky, bitter and
d rous due to half a century
old Kashmir dispute.

We wonder whether India
and Pakistan would ever be able
to do away with their enmity
and rancour against each other
and solve this dispute or the
would destroy each other wi

the level of Prime Minister at
the UN Headquarters, New York
and resolve the problem for
good for the sake of peace,
progress, happiness and allevi-
ation of poverty of millions of

eople of India-Pakistan-
Banglnduh.

0O.H. Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

night the Presidents rntinﬁ
with the US public woul
improve, 1 had an Initial
premonition that I would see
the demolition of a president as
it was touted by his opponents.
But | was impressed by his
resilience and ability to handle
the questions with aplomb.

The entire proceedings
showed that the excellent
democratic system of USA is a

menace to the environment.

Bangladesh Television can
also play an important role to
inform and aware the public
about the hazards of these bags.
Let us all use paper and jute bags
like old days and save our coun-
try from pollution.

Yasmin Zaman
H‘ni M'-ﬂ'



