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The Rape of Sisters at JU

The Rape of a Nation's Conscience

by A H Monjurul Kabir

“.... Further plec?mg that
it shall be a fundamental
aim of the state to realise
through the democratic pro-
cess a socialist society. free
from exploitation — a soct-
ety in which the rule of law,
fundamental human rights
and freedom, equality and
justice, political. economic
and social, will be secured
for all citizens; ........... 3rd
paragraph of the Preamble
of the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Bang-
ladesh.

NLY fifteen months before

he 21st century we have
Os:t a new horrifyin
record: University. consider

and sexual assault also reveals
some ugly considerations and
questions the very role of our
so-called civil society.

Firstly, the attitude of the
varsity authority is not victim
t'rl:ncﬁy at all. Rather they
played a surprising pro-rapists
role. Initially they were even re-
luctant to take up the issue in
the name of protecting the im-
age (1) of the university. The
malaise and perversion we find
today among a section of the
student community has not
happened suddenly or in one
day. This is the outburst of pro-
lo use of students for petty
political interest. And the au-
thority is very much a party to
it.

Secondly the students of JU
particularly the unfortunate

seems that the political alle-
ance of the rapists works as
the inspiration of syndicates
inaction. If the varsity author-
ity could decide to lodge com-
plaint with the police against
the three accused outsiders, why
it would not take the same
course against the several stu-
dents. Are they above the law?
Or is their mere studentship
sufficient to give them immu-
nity from one of the most
heinous crimes like rape?

Fourthly, the role played by
some leading human rights and
legal aid NGOs waging move-
ment against such atrocity is
callous and deplorable. It is al-
Icég:l that a leading legal aid
NGO refused to act in favour of a
JU rape victim when ap-

democracy in which fundamen-
tal human rights and freedom
and respect for the dignity and
worth of the human rson
shall be uarantecgﬁ....'.
(Article 11 of the Constitution).

The JU syndrome amply tes-
tifies our inherent bias towards
rapists and their political alle-
glance and connection. It
proves the inefficacy of consti-
tutional protection for funda-
mental human rights and free-
doms and the dignity and worth
of the human person. The gov-
ernment led by a female Prime
Minister and the opposition led
by a female Leader of the -
sition are k an astonish-
ing low-profile regarding the
event. The electronic media, as
usual keeps absolute mum. The
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Nature/Age . 6-11 12-15 16-2( 1- 26-30 D+ | Age Unknown
Rape 35 .Y 50 I __as | 18 b e ) agee| 71_
Death after rape 5 5 6 N 1
icide after Rape 1
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Rape o | -
Rape by Police 4 3 1 2 1 2 I 16 I
Nature of Rape not 1 2 2 1 5 11
mentioned . . |
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Courtesy: ODHIKAR, a coalition for Human Rights

h?' most of us as the highest seat
o} knnwltdgc. has turned the
den of hardened rapists. Our
sisters are routinely sexually
abused. harassed and raped
there by their male class mates,
other students, political goons
and even, as reported in the
print media, by some respected
teachers! The worst revelation
of 20 rapes and over 300 cases of

victims felt ashamed of their
Tespected teachers' cowardice
in not coming forward to sup-
port their cause. Even many of
them when approached by the
victims regarding the culprits’
heinous crime, instead of aid-
ing warned the complainants of
the possible social repercus-
sions they would face. All most
all the accused culprits were
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The role played by some leading human rights and
legal aid NGOs waging movement against such
atrocity is callous and deplorable. It is alleged that a
leading legal aid NGO refused to act in favour of a
JU rape victim when approached. Such mysterious
stand of 'not embarrassing the government', lifted
their veil and crystalises their anti-people stand.
Besides the role of ADAB leadership in dealing with
this grave crime questions their sincerity. The

pioneer and
also playing a dubious role.

sexual assault at
Jahangirnaﬂar University (JU)
by the J Fact Findin

Committee Report has rocke

the nation's conscience with the
sense of disbelief. shock, fear
and hatred. "Are we a civilised
nation?” — possibly now-a-
days. is the most asked ques-
tion to one's own conscience
that also haunts us with the
deepest feeling of shame and
hatred. 26 years ago, we pl

in our sacred constitution that
we will establish a society in
which the rule of law, funda-
mental human rights, freedom
equality and justice will be en-
sured. But we shamefully failed
to fulfill any of the criteria nec-
essary for a just society. We not
only violated our beloved sis-
ters but also our constitutional
obligations, mandates and
promises. '

The whole episode of rape

—

of the so-called civil society is

hacked by teachers for their po-
litical gain. Even there are alle-
Zations that teachers are in-
volved with sexual assault.
Thirdly, students, teachers
and student leaders of Ja-
hangirnagar Untvcrnit[w; feel
that the action taken by the
authorities against the seven
Bangladesh Chhatra League

"(BCL) leaders for committing

rapes were [ir Irom being ade
quate. JU authorities have no

plans to file criminal cases or
initiate legal proceedings under
penal code and concerned ﬂx-
cial act (Nari O Shishu Nir-
jatan-Bishes Bidhan Ain 1995])

st 7 BCL leaders punished
in connection with the rape in-
cidents. Even the issue of filing
criminal cases against the ac-
cused was not discussed at the
last syndicate meeting. The au-
thorities did not consult any le-
gal expert over the issue. It

|

proached. Such mysterious
stand of 'not embarrassing the
government', lifted their wveil
and crystalises their anti-peo-
ple stand. Besides the role of
ADAB leadership in dealing
with this grave crime questions
their sincerity. The pioneer and
supporters of the so-called civil
sofi:ty is also playing a dubious
role.

Fifthly, the students com-
munity at large has also failed
to act or even react at all. Their
lenient attitude towards the just
cause of JU students surprised
and shocked the whole nation
Is it because the culprits are
students? the students should
be outraged most. Sadly. they
even failed to express their
minimum grievance.

Act Now, Please
"The Republic shall be a

intellectuals are trying to hide
the political connection of the
rapists by giving the oft-spoken
sermon "Hate the sin. not the
sinner .

By doing all these. whose in-
terest we are serving? Are we
not giving a wrong m e to
our young generation that we
have an opulent heritage of for-
giveness of crimes against hu-
manity? Are we not kicking the
very promises we made in the
constitution 26 years aga?
There is no alternative of tak-
ing stern legal action against
the p:rgrtratnrs of sexual
crimes. Otherwise. history re-

ats itselfl. Are we prepared to
et our sisters be violated at
such a gross scale in another
citadel of learning again?a
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Joint Statement Demanding

i x

Immediate Arrest of the Rapists

E are outraged at the recent incident of
W harassment at Jahangimagar Universit
immediate arrest of the accused nﬂ‘s-nc]

r;we and sexual
(JU). We demand the
ers on the basis of the

report of the Fact Finding Committee. We also demand the initiation

of stern legal achon under pena

oCourrence.

| code against them. We condemn the
university authonty's inaction regardin
action against the culprit even after f

taking appropnate legal
nrma? idmu.EmnPg[ sﬂch heinous

We, at the same time strongly protest the vulgar comments on the

female students of the varsity

made by the

ice Chancellor of the

same in an interview fn'en to the Daily Bhorer Kagoj. We demand
a

immediate withdraw

of those comments and see

unconditional

R o,
18 15 the third statement issued by the same alliance
Statement signed by. Odhikar, Law Watch, Karmajibi Nan, DRIK and

a group of individuals

Peace Keeping and Humanitarian Action

by Wilbert van Hovell

EACE keeping is changing.
It is no longer confined to
monitoring ceasefires. The
mission of many armed forces

is expanding and so is the
mission of m own
organisation. Although refugees

who have crossed international
boundaries remain our primary
beneficiaries, UNHCR and its
5300 staff members have
become increasingly involved
in assis millions of people
who are fleeing from war and
persecution but remain within

their own countries. In so
doing. we work with the ICRC,
other UN agencies and a range
of NGOs. Nowadays the number
of internally displaced persons
is much higher than that of
external refugees. The
Bangladeshi army's logistical,
medical and f distribution

support during the flood
catastrophy in this country is a
nearby example, but also

further afiel

Entitled to

adopted children to inherit
absence of a will.

The High
Rajasthan has said that Muslim
as part of
pu.lﬁr of succession, The Hindu
that the concept of ancestral
Muslim Personal Law, was
gions.

of a parentless child but not to

solute owner of
queathed to him

lings and even
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However, the Shariat has no
inheriting their father's pro

Rehman, an adopted son, who
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law does not rec

erent

nder Islamic . it is mandato
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Property

N India court has ruled that Muslim law <oes not allow

their parents property in the

Court of the western Indian state of

law recognises adoption only

a custom or for any other reasons, but not for the

qu:a.g:r reported.
ruling delivered by Justice,. Mohammad Yamin, said

under the Shariat, or
om that in other reli-

for a society to take care

said, a Muslim is the ab-
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time and he
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Efn i‘::rrfnttwrs during his 1
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if he leaves it tﬂmma
a petition jidur
rights on his "adoptive”

for his client's claim to the property, Rehman's

counsel had contended that adoption was an accepted practice
classes of Muslims in the country especially be-

then converted

e dismissed the argument saying that the Muslim
se filiation when the parentage of the child

| is known to be rent.
— India Abroad News Service
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army and police personnel are
successiully participating in
UN peace keeping missions
with important humanitarian
objectives.

Peace keeping missions are
probably the main meeting
lace for military and police
orces and humanitarian or-
anisations. That is where we
ave worked closely together,
from Bosnia to Tajikistan,
from Cambodia to Rwanda and
from Haiti to Georgia. Peace

keeping and peace building
have become multi-dimen-
sional, with political, military,

police. humanitarian and re-
construction components that
have to join hands if peace is to
be given a chance in societies
torn by conflict or emerging

fro, itmany situations we in
UNHCR need the milit and
the police. Together with our
E:'rlm:rs such as WFP we can

ng in the food and medical
supplies to save civilians
trapped in besieged cities, but
we cannot provide the security
umbrella necessary to ensure
the safe arrival of these 8 —
and of our own stafl. We can
protect civilians in conflict
against starvation and milder
forms of harassment, but not
against arbitrary bombard-
ments or genocide. During the
aftermath of conflict we can
bring refugees and internally
displaced person back home,
but we cannot clear landmines
and we may need international
military and police support to
enhance the protection of re-
turnees when the situation is
still unstable. We can manage
refugee camps, but we cannot
restore law and order when the
innocent in such camps are
controlled by intimidation or
even armed ps. We can hire
trucks and planes, but without
the airforces of some twenty
countries the UNHCR-coordi-

nated airlift to Sarajevo would
not have kept the 400,000
courageous citizens of that city
alive during the war in Bosnia.
Nor would hundreds of thou-
sands of Rwandan refugees have
survived in Zaire in 1994 with-
out a similar air operation to
Goma.

As the working environment
is often complex, politically
charged and dangerous. the
collaboration between peace-
keepers and humanitarian ac-
tors must be highly profes-
sional. It must be on the
principle of predictable com-
Flcm:nlarit . While respectful
or each other's mandate and
independence., we must know

each other's roles and
st 8. We must better un-
derstand each other's profes-
sional culture. We must have a

clear appreciation of the prin-
ciples t:rlp neutrality and lgllparr
tiality, which guide both of us,
and of the principle that hu-
manitarian action should not
be subordinated to political in-
terests, which is sometimes less
evident. And very imgonant;
we must agree on the humani-
tarian standards of protection
and relief that should underpin

fHarian Teones yefreoften ot

fully known or give rise to un-
necessary misunderstanding.
Consensual and neutral
peace keeping and relief mis-
sions should not stand in the
way when only forceful mea-
sures can save civilians from

- systematic, barbaric attacks.

Ensuring aid deliveries in the

. midst of conflict when warrin

parties use food as a weapon o
war, is difficult enough, but the

biggest challenge is to ensure
physical protection. The
painful ence of the people

of Bosnia and of peace keeping
there has demonstrated that en-
forcement action may not only
be morally nece but prac-
tically unavoidable in the worst

I=i?u: second point is — and 1
will end here — that | sincerely
hope that the plan to establish a
regional Peace Keeping Institute

in Dhaka will be followed
through and that there will be
training and pr ation of the
future Blue Helmets of this
country for humanitarian sup-
port functions. UNHCR is inter-
ested in foreign ties with the
Bangladesh military and police
as we have done in so many
other countries or regional or-
ganisations, such as NATO.

The writer is the Represen-
tative of UNHCR in Bangladesh

.Law and Our Rights

-

A Wake Up Call to Justice

by Saira Rahman

Society as a whole has to shrug off the taboos which shroud the crime of rape and realise
that the victims are someone’s daughter, sister , mother or wife. These women are part of
society and have the same freedoms of speech and rights to occupation, justice and equality
before the law as any other citizen of Bangladesh. Ensuring that their tormentors are
properly punished is merely one step to helping victims of rape get on with life bearing the
mental and physical scars - something that cannot be healed. However, it is a step in the

HE recent occurrences of
I rape at Jahangir Naﬁ?r
University and the
previous occurrences of such
crime and other cases of
molestation which have now
been made public have shocked
the nation. However, the long-
time silence of the victims does
not come as a surprise.

The crime of rape is proba-
bly one of the meanest crimes
perpetrated by criminal-
minded man and probably one
of the oldest kinds of violence
against women. In a patriarchal
society like Bangladesh, it is a
way in which the ‘stronger’
section of society - the male
one- attempts to prove that they
are indeed superior to the
‘weaker’ section - the female
one. The perpetrators are al-
most always supported by or
part of a male dominated
group or organised force - be it
economic strength, social class
or political affiliation or
structure. For example, in rural
Bangladesh. it is usually mem-
bers of the rural elite or the
economically powerful who are
the trators. Again, the po-
litical affiliation of the accused

CARERSR St R prots”

bly one of the reasons why the
(politically biased ?) University
syndicate have decided not to
take any action against them
and have passes such a limp
punishment to them, almost
amounting to shaking a finger
at them and saying “tut. tut, you
naughty boys'. Do the Univer-
sity authorities realise that
without taking any strict. judi-
cial proceedings against the al-
leged criminals, they are only
encouraging more such inci-
dents - thus falling in the posi-
tion of silent abettors to the
crime? Unfortunately there
have also been allegations that
some criminal-minded univer-
sily teachers themselves put
[emale students in uncompro-
mising situations with the
threat that unless they do so,
they will fail in that particular
suhr|ﬁ:t.

t is unfortunate that even
though some of the Jahangir
Nagar University victims com-
plained to their ‘respected
teachers. they were warned of
the social repercussions they
would face. Rape is still a taboo
subject in Bangladesh - made so
by the [act that the crime affects

the izzat of the family first -
meaning the lather, Erulh:—:rs
and/or husband - and the vic-
tim is left to face the family's
wrath or neglect. This silence ol
the victim is one of the reasons
why alleged rapists take advan-
tage of perpetrating such an of-
fense. The taboos against rape
is also the reason why such a
crime goes unreported to the
law-enforcing agents. However,
the fear of further rape in what
is ironically termed as ‘safe
custody’ also puts a damper on
matters. Soclety has degraded
so much that even those or-
dained to protect us have turned
criminal.

According to a Daily Star re-
port of 24 April 1997, there were
111 cases ol rape reported in the
police records of February 1997
and 165 such cases in March
1997. Why has there been such a
rise in the crime? The above-
mentioned factors play a lead-
ing role in the rise of this crime,
but there are a few more rea-
sors ~-The mad rush to join the
global market has opened up
job opportunities for women, of
the lower income brackets, in
the industrial sector. particu-

arly in mtiLFarmcnl iidniulac-
uring industry. There have

been reported cases ol women
being raped in this sector by ei-
ther their male co-workers, or
strangers either on the factory
Frtmisu:s or on the way home
rom working overtime. Fur-
thermore, as women seek work
and come from rural
Bangladesh to the cities, they
fall in the clutches of ‘agents’ or
traffickers, and there are cases
of these women being raped
while held by agents even before
they are trafficked.

Loss of moral values also
contributes to the rise of the
crime of rape. Our social value
base has been spoilt due to cor-
ruption. the massive influx of
‘black money’ by the new-rich
and other forms of criminalisa-
tion by social segments. There
is also a serious lack of good

overnance. This can be seen
rom the fact that despite the
ever-introduction of "'women
friendly’ laws and institutions,
there is a sertous lack of appli-
cation of these, leading to the
rise of crimes against women.
At one time, not many years
ago. people had more self-re-
spect and did not stoop to such
low levels due to spirituality

right direction for making a more livable, safer soc_i_:ety.

and religious teachings and
ideological beliefs. These value
bases have been destroyed as
sociely becoines more material-

istic due to globalisation and
neo-colonialism. It is general
human nature to break rules,
and with no guiding principles,
some cannot restrain them-
selves and destroy the personal
rights and security of others.
The overall soclal view of
rape, the taboos, the powerful
socio-economic or political
force m&pf)orting the perpetra-
tors an aﬁsc of morality are,
therefore, the fundamental rea-
sons why such crimes occur and
why they are rarely reported. If
the crime is brought to light.
lack of proper evidence. poor
?}ﬁ?m%lri amination of the vic-

ery and/for threals
from the perpetrator, etc., pre-
vent any legal action. Further-

more, the mere fact that the
victim must relate her story in
the publicity of a packed court-
room will make any woman

cringe, as cases of rape are !{cl to
the

be heard in the privacy o
judges or m
- unfortunately our male-dom-
inated legal system is yet to be
s0 sophisticated and sensitive.
Again, the evidence of the vic-
tim in the court of law is viewed
with a certain amount of suspi-
cion which makes cases of rape
even harder to prove, In the case
of Federation of Pakistan Vs.
Ali [hsan (1967) it was decided
that the ‘evidence of the pros-
ecutrix in a rape case is custom-
arily received by the courts with
some suspicion. In certain ju-
risdictions it is the rule that the
solitary evidence of the pros-
ecutrix being a woman of full
age is not accepted as sufficient.
but requires corroboration by
independent evidence. in order
to be believed ‘
What can we do to lift the
taboos and see that justice is
done? We could start by realis-
ing that rape is a serious crime
and like any other crime, the
perpetrators have to be pun-
ished, regardless of their social
or political or economic stand-
ing. We have to realise the ter-
rible effect the crime has on the
victims - the physical and,
more important, the mental
scarring they live with for the
rest of their life. If we can re-
alise this. we will be able to
support them and give society a
small moral boost. There

strates chambers

should be a war against corrup-
tion - a difficult task, indeed,
but one the people can come to-

ether and fight in stages in

ifferent sectors. Unity is the
key here. Furthermore, Lhere
must be specific shelters and
homes where victims can stay
without fear of further rape In
custody. As for the judiciary,
cases of rape must be heard in
the privacy of the judges cham-
bers, or 'in camera’, while law
enforcing agents who turn into
criminals must be charged as
any ordinary criminal.

Universities also urgcnllz
require such offices where suc
complaints can be made,
against any male student or
teacher, the victims given sup-
port and criminal Investiga-
tions and later on charges can
be made against the accused.
Criminalisation of politics by
student organisations in educa-
tional institutions. and the pro-
tection they receive from their
‘political gurus' have put the
teachers in fear of their jobs, if
not their lives, which seriously
hinders the course of justice.
And the fear of failing and in-
ternal corruption prevents stu-
dents from making open as-
sessments of their teachers
which seriously affects the state
of higher education. In many
countries in Europe and Amer-
ica - and also in Asia - assess-
ment of teachers is almost a
compulsory matter and stu-
dents are told to do so in order
to imprave the standard of edu-
cation.

Society as a whole has 1o
shrug off the taboos which
shroud the crime of rape and
realise that the victims are
someone’'s daughter, sister .
mother or wife. These women
are part of society and have the
same freedoms of speech and
rights to occupation, justice and
equality before the law as any
c-?hﬂr citizen of Bangladesh.
Ensuring that their tormentors
are properly punished is merely
one step to helping victims of
rape get on with life bearing the
mental and physical scars -
something that cannot be
healed. However, it is a step in
the right direction for making a
more livable, safer society.

The writer is a Member of
Odhikar: a coalition for human
rights.

" Civil Society and Democracy

FTER |liberation of
Bangladesh our prevailing
otions of a written

constitution, its supremacy and

the power of the Republic
belonging to the people all
crystalized iInto a real

Republican Democratic Consti-
tution. This embodied our
dream for a democratic civil
society and we made no mistake
and declared that the Republic
will be a democracy in which ef-
fective participation by the
people through their elected
representatives in administra-
tion at all levels shall be en-
sured.

Over the years along the so-
cio-political fault lines of the
emerging democratic order the
society of those who make deci-
sions and wield centralized
power — economic, social and
political, has separated from
our dream of a civil society.

The civil society continues
to be the largest constituency
composed of the large majorit
of our populations rural an
semi-urban, yet they find them-
selves excluded from the pro-

ﬂﬂm ce said

we should together build a
"house of law where the strong
are just and the weak pro-
tected.” In reality in countries
like ours this still is a far cry.
The class of the s!.ronghha\rc un-
dergone a metamorphosis for
worse in two most important
ways. Firstly, in its class com-
position and secondly, by its
criminalization.

We are face to face with the
medieval ghosts of Stuart EnF-
land when the king could
standup and say "l am under no
law.” Agout three hundred years
before that Henry Bracton who
from now lived about eight
hundred years ago, a judge in
the years of ki enry III left a
legacy which has remained
firm upto this day, when he
said, "The king is under no.
man, but under God and the
law.”

The primary and the most
important concern of the repre-
sentatives of the civil society is
to strive and work for re-estab-
lishing a democratic order
where the strong who remain
above law, are not above law
any longer.

'?I‘hc civil socie
primarily of those who are ex-
cluded [rom the participato

rocesses. They are peaceful,
E:ntla_ harrnlt-;m;:r and ngfwe all a

e namanisen
0 e soci and uno A
In this society the new members

ty is composed

in Bangladesh

by Syved Ishtiaq Ahmed

enter with ease. Together they
suffer deprivation, poverty. ha-
rassment and injustices and
dream of a better world for their
children. Their strength lies
only in their patriotism and
love for humanity.

The representatives of the
civil society are people with
courage, but a courage which is
neither violent nor vulgar but
restrained in every respect.
These are the people who swim
against the current. They too
have patriotism and love for
humanity. Without these noth-
ing good can be achieved, noth-
ing can be reformed. They have
the will and the commitment to
work for the civil society in ad-
dition to the work they do for

thegr, diyebdpRAfkd courage, pa-
triotism and love [or humanity,
tHE&r ability to swim against
the current and to perform the
additional work, distinguish
them from the representatives
of the other society. Underlying
this is the their selflessness,
their will for self effacement
and sacrifice and a firm con-
viction that the dark night will
be over and the day will dawn.
The representatives of the
civil society will welcome a na-
tional debate on the declared
principle of the state policy as
under the constitution for en-
suring participation of the peo-
ple through their representa-
tives at every level of adminis-
tration. The constitutional ju-
rists call such principles con-
science of the constitution. The
uestion here is not of the par-

ticipation of the representa-

tives alone but with them of the
le, too. Unless the nation
m a way whereby the people
are really put first and are no
longer the excluded class we
cannot prosper in freedom.
Written constitution where
it exists is a framework of the
Governmental system. The
essence of this is that it con-
tains basic limitations on each
organ of the state. In one of the
state trials of Stuart England
the Attorney General said,
which is an off-quoted state-
ment, "shall any say, the king
can not do this? No, we m
only say, he will not do this,

. The coneept of limited Govern-

ment is such that we can say
that "The government cannot
do this."

The constitution in the mod-
ern times is not only an In-
strument of Government but
also an instrument of social
justice. New tools, new meth-
ods, new approaches are being

invented to achieve what we
could not have even dreamt of
in the olden times. The Courts
thereby are not encroaching on
the ﬂ:ifd of administration or of
the Government or of the legis-
lature. Those who make laws or
take decisions are accountable
to Parliament or to the Gov-
ernment as lut‘ CHIE-E msiy hl': [c}:lr
e GoRimedtor e Fatffa:
ment is the sole judge. But they
are responsible to the Court of
justice for the lawfulness of
what they do and of that the
Court is the only judge. The new
tools of social intervention
therefore is for promoting law-
fulness and justice not for in-
terfering with the Government

or the legislature.
Judiclary as an organ ol the

state, is an institution in which
the people's confldence must be
maintained at all costs. Its in-
dependence and separation
from the Executive is an unre-
solved question which is con-
stantly menacing the civil soci-
ety's faith in the Government
and the law both, Even people’s
confidence in the constitu-
tional means of social justice is
being shaken. It requires a little
courage and statemenship for a
leader to achieve it. This will be

ood for the Government and
%h: people both. Unfortunately
while out of power a political
party is vocal in demanding
this. But when in power the

prqﬂjnlﬁﬁl{%%qg@n{s dissatis-

fied and tired of the conven-

tional and traditional devel-
opmental models. Over the
years the poor and the middle
classes have paid more and

more in taxes and have got less
and less in return. They work
harder and harder but had suc-

ceeded only in perpetuating
their poverty. The representa-

tives of the civil society do not
rest by merely demanding elim-
ination of poverty. They are out
for a movement for making this
the sole national economic

uuwﬁmplc'a most abundant
resource, their labour, must
have a productive use. Labour
must cease to be goods for ex-
ploitation or be wasted by un-
deremployment or unemploy-
ment altogether. Stcnndlr.
mere slogan of investment in
people is not enough. It must be
seen that basic soclal services —
education, health and nutrition
are provided and enlarged as

of this strategy. One thing
s certain. There will be resis-
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the largest share and benefit of
this policy will go to the poor.
The poor people who have no
representation in the Govern-
ment and do not participate in
decision making have remained
for long at the mercy of the
urban elites, be they the

liticians, the bureaucrats, the

ig business, and of late their
armed gangs of cohorts. Yet no
meaningful policy for elimina-
tion of poverty can be initiated
and implemented without a
Government politically celer-
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litics of poverty must begin.

he political commitment must
be total. The national strategy
for elimination of poverty must
dominate all issues of public
spending and investment. The
Civil Society will continue to
exist as a pressure group for at-
tainment of such an objective,
Let us enter the new century
with this New Politics.
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cern, — the educaltion ol our
children. Nobody has ever
doubted our children’'s capabil-
ity, brilliance and the talent to
derive the benefit of the new
science and technology which
the fund of human wisdom of-
fers to them as a gift. It has been
our misfortune that for ages the
policies in this field are mis-di-
rected. The education system
particularly the higher educa-
tion has by now been made an
stem of
criminalised politics. Our Pres-
ident. in no uncertain terms ex-
pressed his agony and dis?-
roval of the prevalent condi-
jons. A national debate is a
crying need of the time on this
uestion which must receive
the highest priority.

What disturbs and concerns
the Civil Society is the fact of
criminilization of politics. So
much so that the weak and the
unprotected find themselves in
their own land hostages of an
evil society. Unless they are
freed, protected and are able to
breath freely in freedom, no so-
ciety can claim itself to be civi-
lized. These Feoplc existing at
the bottom of our human heap
have to be treated with -
thy and humanism which is due
to them as of right. Because to-
gether the people are the
Wtﬂ All powers in the Re-
public belong to the e. This
the Constitution proclaims.

The writer, la.{é S-i'lnlgr Advo-
cate of Ban es upreme
Court, fwas dviser to the last
Caretaker Government.



