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Why Should Universities Bleed? |
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of emergency decisions, there is this fear — and not
an unjustified one — that the speed and urgency it
has sllmm*l in taking decisions to shore up things
may just be betrayed by its own systemic complica-
tions.

The PM's address Wednesday last at the Na-
tional Economic Council homed in on this per-
ilous possibility and marked out the areas in reha-
bilitation programmes that need be kept not only
out of the bureaucratic ambages but also the pit-
falls of indiscretion and corruption that spirals
the losses and compounds the problems in a crisis.

In order to have the desired pace in the rehabili-
tation programme it is imperative the authorities
get a move on to change the present system. Valu-
able time is wasted in getting the projects approved
let alone implemented. There should be immediate
measures to simplify the process both in terms of
the content of the projects undertaken and the en-
tire machinery that work towards their realisa-
tion.

It is equally important the dual perspective of
natural disaster and environment is not missed
from government's infrastructural rehabilitation
programme. Flood is not an unexpected calamity
in this country. Our roads, bridges and culverts
should be great deal more strong than they have
been so far. Obviously this calls for establishment
of accountability from the bureaucracy to the
ground level of construction contractor. If that is
too expansive a problem to be solved quickly there
should not be any ado in incorporating environ-
ment as an inviolate factor in the repair and re-
building work. Too often in the past our develop-
mental quest founded as it is on quick and smooth
communication system had been brutally unfeel-
ing and ruthless to environment. To have its revis-
itation would be like planting seeds for future
calamitous disasters. We cannot help floods but we
certainly can minimise damage caused by floods to
OUT resources.

Kosovo Massacre

The United Nations Security Council in an
emergency session passed a resolution condemn-
ing the genocidal killing of ethnic Albanians in
Kosovo by the Serbian security forces but fell short
of deciding on military intervention. NATO is said
to be preparing for air strikes on the Serbian posi-
tions in Kosovo. Even so the world wonders
whether another Bosnia is not being enacted there.

For, with all that sound and fury signifying vir-
ally nothing on the ground, the Bosnian night-
mare does look resurrected with defenceless vic-
tims being hounded out to be butchered.

Essentially, if the big powers had really willed to
end the Serbian military strangulation of Kosovo
they could have done it by now paving the way for
constructive negotiations. Since the fighting began
between the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) and the
forces from Belgrade in February it has been one
big swathe of a humanitarian tragedy aptly con-
jured up by as many as 275,000 refugees of Alba-
nian descent flecing villages and towns overrun by
the Serbian troops all this while. They have be-
come refugees in their own land. And as some of
them ducked for safety in a forest thicket, a roving
platoon spoke the Albanian language in complete
darkness to deceive the refugees into coming out of
their hide-out. Only to be butchered in the classical
genocidal style of racist power-mongers. Women
and children have been the worst victims.

We demand an inquiry by the War Crimes Com-
mission materialising here and now unlike the
procrastination that had marked the investigation
into the acts of genocide committed in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

The Serbians are saying that they have crushed
the 'secessionist’ Kosovo Liberation Army and
would soon withdraw their forces completely from
Kosovo. But the world is hardly hoodwinked by
this false claim, for it knows that fresh deploy-
ment of forces and fighting are taking place behind
the scenes.

Kofi Annan must ensure that the UNSC resolu-
tion for a ceasefire is immediately implemented by
the Serbian that the military commanders and
refugees are safely back to their homes.

Sullied Face of Public Exams

Finally the long arm of the law has got hold of
them. Criminal proccedings against the culprits
who for the last two years in succession made a
mockery of one of the two major public exams of
the country, are about to begin. The law enforcing
agency has chargesheeted 20 people for their in-
volvement in leaking out question papers of last
two years' SSC examination.

Nice as it is to know that the baddies have been

brought to the book what continues to disturb the
mind is the involvement of such a wide variety of
people in this sordid tale. From press binder to
teacher we have people practically from every pro-
fession in this vicious cycle and that does form a
very alarming and sad commentary on the state of
our society, the moral imagination and restraint
of its members.
It is a systemic aberration and we would only
fool ourselves to think we have solved the problem
by putting the villains of '97 and '98 behind the bar.
Unless the system is overhauled we will keep on
hearing of Musas and Qayyums.

The reason question is leaked almost every year
is it pays off to know the questions beforehand. If
the students knew that it won't be of much help to
get hold of the questions before the examination
they would not be keen on getting them.before they
are due in the exam halls; rather they would con-
centrate in their books. Consequently the great
commercial interest which is generated at the pros-
pect of question | e would not be generated.

Whlyl won't we be able to have an evaluative sys-
tem that would discourage copying and test the
real merit of the examinee? Time has come for the
powers that be to ponder over this question. Our edu-
cation system has to be rethought and reorganised.

So far the Education Ministry has shown an ap-
palling want of resolve and imagination to tack?e
the problem. Its curative efforts has been limited to
a few measures that have failed to stem the rot and
are unlikely to gain in effectiveness in future.

Be bold and innovative we say; destigmatise our
ublic exams.

but, bravely, the DU authority
stood up to bell the cat.

In fact, all other universities
should also follow the DU suit.
It is now simply a matter of
force and not of choice any-
more. Most of the public uni-
versities are, allegedly, facing
huge financial crisis. Needless
to mention here, perhaps. that
the financial hleccﬂ:lg caused by
the rise of revenue expenditure
to an astounding height tends to
tell upon teaching and research
activities In the universities.
And allow me to argue that a re-

ble part of the pains could
be avoided, albeit quite easily,
if and only if wastage of limited
resources could be curtalled and
at the same time, appropriate
pricing of services provided by
the institutions could be en-
sured,

Let me draw upon my own
experiences in this regard. Not
long ago, | was Treasurer of Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU) for
two years. While in my office, |
cotild learn that JU campus res-

Tinkering

NWITTINGLY the Bhar-
l l atiya Janata Party has

landed itself in a
situation where the coalition it
leads at new Delhi may fall
earlier than expected. The
tinkering with Bihar has
proved costly for the party.

Two things have happened.
One, the entire opposition has
got united. The dillerent parties
went their own way. That was
the biggest advantage to the
BJP. Congress wanled govern-
ment to collapse under its own
weight. Others waited for
Congress to take the initiative.
The Bihar issue brought them
together. They seem to have re-
alised that if the BJP-led coali-
tion could recommend to Presi-
dent K R Narayanan the dis-
missal of the Bihar govern-
ment, which proved its clear
majority in the assembly a day
earlier, none of the non-BJP
administrations was safe. Few
have been taken in by the rea-
sons given for the takeover,

Indeed, il at all there was a
case 10 oust the Bihar govern-
ment, it was al the time when
Laloo Prasad Yadav, then head-
ing it, was found involved in the
Rs 1.000 crore fodder scam. The
Janata Dal-led coalition let
him off because he stelgaprd
down and made his wife, Rabri
Devi, the chief minister. This
was a blatant violation of
democratic norms. But he got
away with it because the Janata
Dal could not afford to ignore
his crucial support in the Lok
Sabha. Raking up the one-year
old case does not make sense.
There has to be fresh charge

The allegation of breakdown

Syndicate for having honoured
our advice and the meters were
homed in houses. | was told

that, during® the last two
months, Tk 40-45 thousand has
been flowing to JU coffers. This
relates to a of the campus

and hence is first a tip of the

. But if the whole campus
could be brought under the
mandates of the meters, the
savings could be to the tune of
few lakh taka per month. We
hope that the present adminis-
tration of JU continues to up-
hold the "pay as you consume”
principle,

Another source of financial
crisis in JU is its transport sec-
tor. The university has to spend
Tk 1 crore per year just on this
sector. It is a residential uni-
versily and hence should not be
hillcdy so heavily in allowing
students to coonmute to Dhaka
few times a day. The price that
commuters pay is nol even
worth mentioning. For exam-
ple, a student pays only one
taka as fare (one way). Teachers

vices, Non adherence to this
teaching of neo-classical eco-

both Gulshan Walas (residing
in Gulshan) and Pension Wala

nomics seems to have the most
adverse impact on university
financial management. Since
education is almost a ‘free
oods' users tend to use it at
their own terms.

Why should there be a rise in
tuition fees in universities? It is
not simply to pour some money
to university coffers since we
know that only tuition fees
cannot (and possibly should
not) constitute a major chunk
of university resources, at least
in public universities. The :
ermnment MUST subsidize public
educational institutions. But
subsidy for whom and how

(living on pension money).

To go back to JU example, a
bus fare of Tk 1 is being paid
the students belon to bot
the rich and the r classes. In
fact, in real terms, the rich is
sacrificing much less than the
poor to further socio-economic
inequity. There should be a
"safety net” approach in this
kind of subsidy for university
education. For example, uni-
versity authorities should col-
lect household in-
come /expenditure data of each
student and then pick up X
number of students to bear their
educational expenses. Those

with Bihar — Costly

optimum use of scarce re-
sources._ If we fail to correct our-
selves, the most vulnerable vic-
tims would be the most wanted
academic activities and re-
search. And truly speaking, in
most of the universities, a

stantial amount of resources
are being siphoned off to un-
productive pockets putting
pressures from vested interest

Uﬁvcrsitits do not seem to
cut their coats according to
cloths. The appear to plan lor a
much bigger coat that the avail-
ability of cloths would have
suggested. And quite obviously,
to put cloths to coats. the au-
thorities are forced to axe de-
veluﬁmcntal activities and run
for higher and higher revenue
expenditures. The practice
needs to be stopped immedi-
ately, otherwise a time might
come when these will be noth-
ing left to pursue development
activities,

Who will then bell the cat?
First, there should be a consen-
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in the law and order machinery
also does not jell when the
Home Ministry’'s own assess-
ment is that out of 539 districts
in the country, 215 are dis-

turbed. It has specially listed
four states: Andhra Pradesh.
Maharashtra and Uttar

Pradesh, apart from Bihar. Why
to single out Bihar for dis-
missal if the motive is not po-
litical?

The second development to
the BJP's disadvantage is that
the chinks in the coalition have
begun to show. It has become
easier for the opposition to

rove weak links. Except for the
mta Party, which is an oppo-
sition party in Bihar. and the
Shiv Sena. which shares com-
munal outlook with the BJP. all
other allies have taken excep-
tion to the dismissal. It means
that the coalition partners, who
constitute 70 odd votes in the
Lok Sabha, can turmn against the
BJP at any time on the basis of
their perception and pull down
the government. It is not a good
scénario for the party. which
could save the coalition only by
seven voles when asked (0 Prmf
the majority in parliament.

Left to Home Minister LK
Advani and the B.JP hardcore
including its chief Kushabhau
Thakre, they would have
pressed for the Bihar govern-
ment's dismissal. But the cabi-
net, which met to consider the
President's advice not to bring
the stale under Central rule

was divided. One of the BJP
ministers even voiced his op-
position.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, who was not In
favour of dismissing the Bihar
government from the very be-
ginning. clinched the matter by
advising from New York not to
E’?‘.ﬂgainsl the wishes of the

sident. Advani chairing the
cabinet meeting had to eat a
humble pie,

He feels hurt on another
point. Somehow he got the im-
pression after meeting the Pres-
ident before the cabinet deci-

the central take-over on the ba-
sis of stale governor's report,
almost redundant. This was
bound to happen one day be-
cause the governor Is a political
appointee He is ever rrndf to
act at a mere telephone call by
New Delhi. Gone are the days
when there were persons like
Surjit Singh Ramala, who
submitted his resignation but
did not obey Mrs Indira Gand-
hi's directive to dismiss the
Karunanidhi government in
Tamil Nadu,

What it boils down to is that
the ground has to be prepared
for the imposition of Article

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

sion on central rule that things
would have become easier if the
overnment kept in mind the
guprrmt Coun judgment o the
disniissal of the Bomunal gov-
ernment in Karnataka The
idea of keeping the assembly in
‘animalted suspension was on
the basis of advice in the
judgement. Unfortunately, all
the directions of the Supreme
Court were not followed
The BJP s mishandling has.
however done one good thing: it
has made the use of Article 356.

356 In its report, the Sarkaria
Commission on the centre-state
relations has said: "The use of
the power under Article 356 will
be improper if the President
gives no prior warning or op-
portunity to the state govern-
ment to correct itself. Such a
warmning can be dispensed away
with only in cases of extreme
urgency. This power cannot be
le%mmalel}' exercised on the
sole ground of stringent finan-
cial exigencies of the state. [t
cannot be invoked merely on

Weekly holiday

Sir, | refer to a news on
28.9.98 in a local daily wherein
it was said that the existing
two-day weekly holiday was
likely to be changed.

There will be one-day weekly
holiday on Friday as before
since there is no alternative
Friday as "holiday".

Some in this regard opine
that the new oflice timings may
be as follows.

1) Saturday through Thurs-
day with working hours from 8
AM to 2:30 PM.

2) Saturday through Thurs-
day with working hours from
B,gﬂ AM to 3 PM everyday ex-
cept Thursday. On ursday
there will be a half-day holiday
i.e. The working hours would be
from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Of the above two options, the
latter has more demerits than
merits, if any. Firstly the ex-
tended hours daily beyond 2:30
PM (up to 3 PM) will be too tax-
ing on the employees since by
the time they reach home, the
time would be too late for lunch
as many of them live far away
from the capital. Only a few se-
nior officials have full time
transports while some have to
and from office lift facility. The
bulk has to depend on public
transports which are too small
in number to cater to the needs
prupcrli. In this situation, one
can’'t help missing lunch.
Missing lunch means inviting
health problems.

Secondly a half-day holiday
means almost a full-day holi-
day because people would take
advantage and leave office
much earlier on weekends and
leave for home. And on the
opening day they will report
late. Thus around 3 hours leav-
ing office early on week and ar-
riving late by around such time
on opening day almost makes
an extraday weekly leave at the
cost of work. Hence a half-da
holiday means almost a full
holiday. This would defeat the

urpose of the revision of holi-
day schedule and hence no de-
sirable,

The first option l.e. a one da
weekly holiday on Friday, wit
working hour from 8:30 AM to
2.30 PM dally appears to be
ideally suited here. This worked
well earlier without question,
and so would do now. This
therefore merits consideration
of the authorities concerned In

eager interest of Bangladesh,

Abdullah
Dhaka.

Calling CAB

Sir, MP' grocer showed two
brands ol soybean oil. locally
packed. labeled one litre each.
and told me the price of one was
Tk 55, while that of the other
Tk 65. When | asked how the
latter could compete in the
markel with 18 per cent higher
price for the same product, it
was reveled to me that one bot-
tle contained 800 cc., while
other contained 1000cc (one
litre).

Since most of us have lost
faith in government inspectors
at different production, distri-
bution and retail levels, may |
ask how many cases the Con-
sumer Association ol
Bangladesh have detected. and
had the energy and patience to
pursue the cases till prosecution
or discharge by the courts?
Sucks prosecutions are hardly
publicised in the media.

There appears to be some-
thing wrong in the structure
and status of CAB. Its uni-
formed presence (including red
booths) is not visible in the
markets and shopping centres.
Why the government is indif-
ferent to its activities — a [unc-
tion it is unable to perform it-
self? The CAB magazine should
be a high profile media gun to be
looted at the newspaper stalls.
NGOs cannot be associated with
CAB for field operations and
strengthening of its base and
structure? Perhaps the real bot-
tleneck if funding.

A Zabr
Dhaka

It'l be too late

Sir. The proverb "Black will
take no other hue” seems to be
eternally true, especially now
when the country is just gettin
through the worst natura
calamity of the century. The
criminals are taking revenge on
their rivals by killing them.
The extortionists are claiming
their booty even from the ma-
rooned masses.

The police after the Rubel
murder have deliberately let
loose their hold on the crimi-
nals and many of them are
coming out on bail. One fails to
understand as to how those
charged with rnEe, murder and
dacoity get bail! Either the cases
have not been framed properly
or the courts are not viewing the
social interest seriously, That
is to say, the society's interest,
safety and security have been
nobody's business! We wonder
how the government is tolerat-

ing all these!

Will 1t not be too late if the
rein is not tightened in time?
The law enforcing authorities
may note that just because they
are not allowed a free hand to
harass innocent people. they do
not have the right to stop work-
ing! They are paid to do their
duty which they cannot neglect
nor can the government neglect
to note what's going on through
thie country.

F Al
S Bank Bhavan
Minto Rd. Dhaka

The whole truth,
nothing but the truth

Sir, This refers 1o a news
item under the caption, "Relief
Quota” published in the DS on
21 Sept. '98 in which one AL MP
from Sherpur-3, Mr Abdul Bari
complained against the Food
and riculture Minister Be-

um Matia Choudhury for in-

uencing district administra-
tion in distribution of relief
materials. Giving detalls of dis-

arity in distribution of relief
rom area to area and is not get-
ting the right share he warned,
“if the situation continued. he
would not be able to come out in
the next election.”

| congratulate the MP for be-
ing so honest and truthful,

A number of letters were
published in different dailies
suggesting to the government to
form an "All Party Relief
Commitiee” to remove doubts
from the minds of the people
and most importantly from
those of the donor agencies that
no politics is pla with relief
E(mdu- Now that the truth is told

y an MP in a press conference,
the PM might as well think of
forming a trust with trustwor-
thy people from all walks of life
for this noble and extremely
sensitive job ol relief distribu-
tion, Otherwise, distribution by
one political party, thal too the
party in power. will never get
the credibility of being honest.

It never did — 1974 for ex-
ample.

Mahmood
House # 59, Road # 7
Dhaka Cantonunwnt

Postal service

Sir, | have always observed
that the Postal Department of
our country has been one of the

most acuve andd dutiful among
the governmental departments.
But recently [ have been let
down by the department on sev-
eral occasions.

Last January. as we were told
over phone by a 'relative’ a let-
ter from Canada did not reach
us. Mentionally, towards the
end of last year. | received an
interview card after the inter-
view date had been over.

On 12th September 1998, |
received another interview card
which was dated 6th August 98
and the test was scheduled on
4th September, 1998. Because ol
this late delivery. | missed an
opportunity for securing a job.

The Postal Department
should look into the matter and
take steps to restore their repu-
tation,

Richard Gomes
3/ 1 Protap Das Lane
Shingtola, Dhaka-1100.

Demolition of
dilapidated buildings
Sir. We have come to know
from news reports that Rajuk is
oing to launch a drive soon to
gtmnlish about 500 old and di-
lapidated buildings especially
in old Dhaka which have be-
come very dangerous and risky
for human habitation.

[t may be mentioned here
that the house owners of
Dhanmondi, Gulshan, Banani
and Baridhara areas are rich
and influential persons and
they have easily obtained huge
amount of lecan from House
Building Finance Corporation
and other sources for construc-
tion of their buildings but most
of the owners of old and dilapi-
dated houses in Dhaka are poor
and not important persons and
as such they are not able to get
any loan or help or assistance
from any quarter for construc-
tion, repair or renovation of
their houses.

We would uest the author-
ities concerned especially the
Ministry of Works and Min-

istry of Reliel and Rehabilita-
tion to come to the aid of the old
and dilapidated buildinlg own -
ers of DICP Dhaka and help them
construct their houses on hu-
manitarian ground after demo-
lition of their decayed ancestral
homes.

0. H Kabir
6. Hare Streel
Wari, Dhaka- 1203

the ground that there are seri-
ous allegations of corruption
against the ministry.”

The President in his com-
munication to the central gov-
ernment has reportedly pointed
out that it had to give a warming
or a show-cause notice to Bihar
to put its house in order before
imposing central rule in the
state. In all fairness, the Presi-
dent's communication should
have been made public. This is
clearly against the announce-
ment the BJP-led government
made after assuming office that
its working will be transparent.

Article 356 is a product of a
sense of insecurity that the sub-
continent's partition created.
The constituent aus:mhlf' re-
siled from Its earlier resolution
of establishing a real federal
structure. If there is no Presi-
dent's rule at the centre, why
should it be there in the states?
Let Article 356 stay on the
statute book. But when the cen-
ire feels that the situation. is
ripe for its intervention, the as-
sembly should be dissglyed and
fresh elections held. To ensure
that the dismissed state gov-
ernment does not meddle in the
administration at the time of
polls, a caretaker government
of eminent people should be ap-
pointed under the state chief
justice for 60 days to hold elec-
tion.

It is obvious that the BJP
had some other ideas on Bihar
'Stale party chief Sushil Mody
sald soon after the decision on

ers — who are at the helm of af-
fairs — who would do

for the benefit of the society at
large. After all, it is the taxpay-
ers' money that we should

utilise properly. And lastly,
there needs to some change

in management style. The age-
old practice of management of
universities should be revised
and serious should be
?vcn on the drawbacks of "over

:mncrntuatm]}';; of university
management. or ment's
sake, we assume ﬂa];gt'u lack of
democracy in the past debili-
tated university education, we
should at the same time realise
that "over democratisation” is

going to kill it.

The prices of university ser-
vices should be right. No gov-
ernment can afford to allow
such unhindered abuses of re-
sources in the highest citadels
of learning when resources
cannot be managed to ensure
basic elementary education to
the millions. The bell rings to
tighten the belt.

for BJP

central takeover that the BJP
was looking into the possibility
of forming an alternative gov-
ernment. Some members of
Laloo's Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) were dangled the carrot of
ministership before them.
Probably that was the reason
why the assembly was kept in
"animated suspension.” The
BJP and the Samta Party would
have then got a chance to entice
members [rom the RJD. Fortu-
nately, the President did not
oblige them.

ether the BJP realises it
or not, it has caused so much
damage to the coalition that its
collapse is not a far-fetched
tdea. Some predict it in Novem-
ber when parliament reassem-
bles. Nonetheless, the part
may get a reprieve if it does well
at the assembly polls in four
states on November 25. Doing
well at the assembly polls
means the BJP must retain its
rule in Delhi and Rajasthan
and oust Congress from Mad-
hya Pradesh and Mizoram. Not
even the most optimists in the
BJP see this happening.

True, the B..Fﬁs putting up a
brave front and talking even in
terms of pursuing the Bihar
problem even after the Presi-
dent's advice. But the party has
lost face in the country. To
mollify public opinion, the
least it can do is to recall Bihar

overnor Surender Singh

handari, who from the day of
his appointment has led a cam-
paign of vilification against the
state government. The very fact
that the President has rejected
his report should have stung his
conscience and he should have
resigned on his own.

4OPINI &
Sikandar Ab

u Jafar and

Shwadhinata Purashkar

Dr Sajed Kamal

One of the major obligations
of freedom is to acknowledge
and honour everyone who had a
role — minor or major — in
achi-eving freedom. Among
them some may have had a spe-
cially significant role. and they
are to be honoured accnrdin%l :
This is not an easy responsibil-
Ity. Just as the history of a free-
dom movement is not made u
of one person, all the roles do
not get evaluated overnight.
Some roles are not even readily
noticed by others. But to keep
searching for such roles, to go
on evaluating such roles, and
then to honour them — there’'s
no substitute for this responsi-
bility. It is in our efforts to
carry out this responsibility
that we realise one of the major
sources of freedom and also an
inspiration and a viaticum in
our even harder task of keciping
freedom alive and letting free-
dom flourish. It is in our ability
to properly carry out this re-
sponsibility that we hnd the
true sigmilicance and intrinsic
meanmng  of "Shwadhinata
Purashkar” (Freedom Award).
The awarding of the Shwadhi-
nata Purashkar then becomes
an outward expression of that
responsibility.

ikewlise, it is a matter of
one utmost sadness when we ig-
nore someone who had a par-
ticularly inseparable and uni-
versally acknowledged role to
a}lﬁy in achieving freedom.
en that happens. it doesn't
really become as much a matter
of ignoring or dishonouring
him or her as much as it trivial-
izes and dishonours freedom it-
self. Whether such things hap-
pen due to mistake or wrongdo-
ing. it must not end there — as
long as we are still able to value
and love freedom, and so long
as we still have left within us a
bit of consciousness, conscience
and dream of freedom.

Over the years the Bangl-
adesh government has annou-
nced "Shwadhinata Purashkar”
and awarded it to several
persons, living and dead, for
their especially significant role
in our Liberation War. This
initiative is commendable and
it is a major step toward, and an
indication of, carrying out the
national responsibility we have
towards freedom and the roles
in achieving freedom. With my
appreciation for the govern-
ment's initiative and my re-

spect for those honoured, with
profound sadness | also notice
that the name of Sikandar Abu
Jafar is absent from the list of
the recipients of the award.
Moreover, his name is absent
from the list announced thus
far of the names of those who
are to be the next recipients of
the award.

Sikandar Abu Jafar's name
is inseparable from both our
freedom movement and attain-
ing freedom. His specially sig-
nificant role is universally ac-
knowledged and it is on the lips
of every freedom seeker and
freedom fighter. In fact, without
his song "Amader Shangram

Cholbei” (our t go on) any-
thing to be said or remembered

about '71 remains incomplete.
His poem "Bangla Chharo” (get
out of Bengal) crystallised the
feeling of the Bengali people’'s
intense protestation and rejec-
tion of the infamous martial
ruling by the Pakistan regime. |
can say this much that. in the
area of freedom, Sikandar Abu
Jafar is no less dese than
any other recipient of the
award. In the words of Poet Su-

fia Kamal: "In his fearless,
cour us, fighting, strong and
truthful voice he has acutely

protested against unfairness,
oppression and injustices. He
vigorously spoke up during the
Ayubi regime. He wrote 'Bangla
Chharo' and 'Amader
Shangram Cholbei'." It is pos-
sible to say a great deal more
about the specially significant
role which Sikandar Abu Jafar
played in the freedom move-
ment and in achieving freedom,
but I don't think that's neces-

sary”.

a’%’htn the authorities an-
nounce the "Shwadhinata
Purashkar™ next time, 1 ho
that the name of Sikandar Abu
Jafar will be included in the list
of its recipients. The responsi-
bility of showing proper honour
does not rest only with the in-
dividual. but also with the na-
tion. Through such honouring,
in fact, a nation honours itseif
and facilitates the difficult path
of keeping freedom alive and
letting flourish. In that
journey, forever a viaticum and
an inspiration will be Sikandar
Abu Jafar's "Amader Shangram

Cholbei."
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