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Reli&’, Concerns, Thouglits and

by Julian Francis

To inexperienced eyes, the disaster would seem to have gnn.t away. However, that is far from the truth, While
the resilience and determination of Bangladeshis are not in doubt, from a recent visit to Bogra, Jamalpur and
Kurigram districts, I can say that man

HE floodwaters have gone
down, the levels in the
rivers are, after nearly 3
months, all below their
respective danger levels, there
are no reported diarrhoeal
epidemics, people who have
been homeless for many weeks
are dismantling their
temporary shacks perched on
embankments, or vacating
flood shelters and are going
home. Though late, rice lields
are being planted, where at all
possible, at a furious place.
So, to inexperienced eyes,
the disaster would seem to have
one away. However, that is far
grum the truth. While the re-
‘silience and determination of
Bangladeshis are not in doubt,
from a recent visit to Bogra,
Jamalrur and Kurigram dis-
tricts, I can say that maﬂﬁ Fco
ple are not getting enough food
to eat. The ooclzllfralns are in the
country in suflicient quantity,
and more than adequate sup-
plies are in the pipeline as a re-
sult of the World Food Pro-
gramme's (WFP) quickly orga-

nized procurement pr:ﬁ:umne.
bilt P WANE L SRR S AR AT
the World Food Programme,
their suggestions to increase the
numbers on the government
Vulnerable Group Feeding
(VGF). though accepted by the
government, have taken a long
time to implement, and so, the
number of VGF cards per flood-
affected Union remains, in re-
ality, at 300 families who dur-
ing August and September are
supposed to have received 16
kgs of foodgrains per month.
Knowing the at number of
Peoglc who cannot afford to buy
ood, the World Food Pro-
gramme would like the VGF
scheme to be extended accord-
ing to need, and while the gov-
ernment has increased the
number of VGF cards to up to
1000 per Union, the requisite
supplies have not been allo-
cated and moved to the Union
level.

In a recent visit to s of
the districts of Bogra and Ja-
malpur, | visited some distribu-
tions under the Gratuitous Re-
lief (GR) scheme. What | found
was that most of the distribu-
tions were quite well organized,
and that the hundreds of people,
mostly women, waiting in the
burning sun, were clearly r
and hungry. The amount of rice
available, however, was insuf-
ficient for the number of bene-
ficiaries already identified and
selected correctly by members

===

of the
Parishads.

The planned allotment of 16
kgs per family per month has
gradually been reduced to 10
and then 5 kgs and at one centre
allocations were of 5 or 3 kﬁl,
depending on the size of the
family. e nutritional guide-
lines, that most relief and de-
velopment workers use, tell us
that, for a maintenance diet, an
adult needs 400 gms of rice or
wheat per day alongwith other
commodities like pulses, oil
and salt. 400 gms a day trans-
lates into 12 kgs a month for an
adult and for a family of five,
some 42 kgs per month per
family. These ligures, indeed,
provide serious food for
thought.

Unless the government ma-
chinery gets into a new gear and
the f supplies under all the
varied schemes get through to
the right people in the right
guantities, there are likely to be
serious problems. Until suffi-
clent work is available and/or
the harvest comes, there will be
a lot of hungry people looking

lor @a8ipla\§fe special role of

women Now, people are trying
to look at the future and imme-
diately seeds of all types are
being procured and sowed, es-
pecially the nutritious and fast-
growing vegetables like
spinach, radish etc. There are
many families who have lost
the seeds which had been pre-
served at the household level.
The reasons are as follows:

a. The farmers had already
planted some of the seeds for
seasonal vegetables during the
month of Sraban (mid-July]),
and, usually, most of the farm-
ing households do not kee
seeds that are already planted.
After planting these seeds, there
was the prolonged flood for two
months or so. b. Many seeds
which were still in the houses
during the flood were damaged
due to damp conditions. c.
Marginal farmers were forced
to sell the Aman rice seeds
when they were unable to culti-
vate them.

In many areas womern have
always been the keepers or
guardians of the seeds, and as
soon as the floodwaters began
to recede they started assessing
the situation and started to
share the seeds available be-
tween them. The rich cultural
practice of 'sharing’ is the key

aradigm. The urge and deep
eminine passion to regenerate
what has been lost and the

respective Union

is Emfnundl}' strengthening the
in

ople are not gettin

equally intense sense of com-
munity responsibility for oth-

ﬁl liu. the guh principle.
or ours,
do nnl:’gcmwh er ﬂtere?;

water still around. Their work
will bring new life. Everyone is
interested in planting seeds.
The disaster must be turned
into the celebration of life.

The unprecedented floods
have been able to demonstrate
the enormous im ce of lo-

seeds and enous vari-
gtulu. For example. the disaster

has proved again the wisdom of
rurnr women who are in favour
of old Aman varieties that can
be wn in flood conditions,
instead of the dwarf varieties of
HYV. Now, as a preparation for
the Rabi crop (winter season),
the seeds they are recommend-
ing, for obvious reasons are be-
ing accepted by others. The
whole selection process of seed

igenous knowledge of the
{:g,gununlty to cope with disas-

The selection itself is a
highly technical task, and im-
possible for the formal sector to
understand and rationalize be-

cause of the subtlety of the

practice and logic to meet the
diverse need of the different
households. So, there is no ‘one’
single variety, or one kind of
vegetable for everyone. Each
and every farming household
has different and diverse needs.
These are met through recipro-
cal exchange and appreciation
of each other's specific needs. In
case one woman has a particu-
lar variety which she cannol
plant now because of standing
water in her field, she is offer-
ing the seeds to the other fam-
ily.

yWumcn are particularly in-
terested in rtcelﬂng“pumpkln
seeds. All the pumpkin plants
are gone. A house looks bleak
without a pumpkin plant
growing all over it. Rushia Be-
um, a woman farmer was de-
iﬁhtcd to get pumpkin seeds,
She expressed her happiness by
singing a snnﬁ. "Praner
bondhu, tomar dekha patlam”
— O dear friend, I am happy to
see you', She was very happy
because she did not have to buy
from the market, which is usu-
ally of HYV or hybrid.

Farmer Bilatan said. "The
local seeds are as valuable as
our own lives. We, the women,
never buy seeds from the mar-
ket. it is the men who do it.”

Sharing of seeds is part of
the farmer's culture. They be-

Where the Media 1

The number of AIDS cases in Pacific
countries is relatively low, but the danger
of rapid growth is real. Yet the media has
done little to warn and educate people in
places like Papua New Guinea. A Gemini
News Service correspondent who was saw

how Aids hit Malawi, says the Pacific

should learn the lesson of Africa.

Trevor Cullen writes from Brisbane

HE possibility of being in-

fected with the HIV virus

that leads to AIDS has
been a serious public health
risk in many Pacific countries
for a decade.

Yet newspaper editors in the
region readily admit that they
lack enough knowledge of the
disease and have no editorial
policy.

As a result HIV/AIDS stories
they publish are either from
other continents., promoting
the myth that AIDS is a foreign
disease, or coverage is restricted
to superficial snippets about lo-
cal seminars.

No attempt is made to do any
in-depth reporting and expose
the extent of the problem as was

aphically outlined by the

nited Nations at an Interna-
tional AIDS conference in

Manila a ago.
Then gall;ctcr Piot, head of

UNAIDS, told the conference
that up to seven million people
were infected with HIV in the
Asia-Pacific region — double
the number three years earlier.

He warned that the region
could overtake Africa as the
world's worst-hit region. Yet the
trend. he said, could be reversed
il goveriiuenls sliook ofl their
COllpuac ity

s walnings received scant
media coverage. In Papua New
Guinea (PNG) only one of the
three major newspapers both-
ered to cover the story, allocat-
ing it just a few lines. And this
was nol an isolated example.

In December, PNG Health
Minister Ludger Mond said
HIV /AIDS could devastate PNG
unless drastic action was taken
to reduce {ts d in the coun-

try. If control measures were
not firmly established now, he
sald, between 15,000-20,000

persons could be infected by the
year 2000, by

Hunlﬂ r;fm;ﬂ to what hap-
. pointing out
rcrwdm d in Uganda. pointing

DS had crippled produc-

MONPAY

I'M NOT
AFRAID 0

You!

tivity and the economy in that
country. The same pattern was
lilm-._'li%zl to be repeated in PNG.
e urgency of his remarks
received immediate coverage.
But it was not sustained cov-
erage. Weeks passed belore the
next story on HIV/AIDS ap-

Then at the launch of the
PNG National HIV/AIDS
Medium term Plan [1998-2000)
last June Prime Minister Bill
Skate repeated the need for a de-
termined rvslmnﬁr "No leader
can pretend that HIV/AID is not
a problem in Papua New
Guinea.”

Press coverage reached satu-
ration point with a continuous
string of public awareness cam-

gns. Yet once again coverage

as dramatically dropped and
in this third stage complacency
has set in.

Many Pacific countries like
PNG have missed the [irst two
s and are stuck at the level
of denial and in;:!iﬂ':rcm:c. This
is worrying. A clear message is
needed.

I worked in Malawi is south-
ern Africa from 1981-91. When
1 arrived no one had HIV. By the
time | left, 22 per cent of the 10
million population were in-
fected.

The Press, the government,
the churches all failed to re-
spond until it was loo late.

ousands of people, especially
the young, died unnecessarily of
ignorance.

HIV/AIDS caine late to the
Pacific. It is possible to learn
from the mistakes made in
other parts of the world. As yet,
this has not happened. The
Malawian situation could reoc-
cur in slow motion throughout
the Pacific.

The South Pacific Commis-
sion (SPC) warned in its 1997

B:Port on Sexually Transmitted
sease/AlIDS in Pacilic island

courntries and territories: "It is
widely acknowledged that HIV
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Relections

enough food to eal.

lieve that if you share seeds
with your neighbour and
friends, the yield will be higher.
Il the farmers keep seeds in
their stores, while other farm-
ers have none, then it will bring
misfortune to the farmers since
she/he deprives others. The cul-
ture of sh indeed ensures
diversity, a system that also en-
sures in situ conservation. It
follows, therefore, that women
are likely to be suspicious
of vegetable seeds in fancy
packs, even tho that is the
only way in which different or-

anisations can or ize seed

istribution. It is a consider-
able dilemma.

Fﬁﬂfc%?.'undly. | Am In a

rivileged position to be able to

ook back and see If we have

learnt from the mistakes we
made at the time of the Bihar
Famine (1966-67), the t
in western India (1972-73), the
food crisis in this country in
1974 and the aftermath of the
1988 floods. There is no doubt
that the government adminis-
tration system now right down
to Union level is much better
than in 1974, but it is the area
of coordination where there is
still much to do., In some
Thanas and Unions there is
good coordination between lo-
cal authorities and NGOs, in
others it does not exist at all,
and we hear re s that NGOs
still deliver relief supplies to
flood-affected people without
informing the Union Parishad
nr- Than nl'l'lrlat_.lﬁ.
1en | see the vacant stare

ol the old and destitute queuing

.up lor relief food. | recall the

desperate looks of the millions
of refugees in the camps in In-
dia in 1971 when many of the
camps were flooded by mon-
soon rains that year. It is vital
and possible that. by better
coordination between all of us,
we can now, as then, brin
smiles back to these faces. Wit
a new growing season round the
corner and plenty of moisture
around, there is much hope in
the agricultural sector.

We must, however, make
sure that those who have noth-
ing and cannot access anything,
are not left out. Given a collec-
tive will, there need not be any
starvation, but to ensure this a
lot of people need to wake up. sit
up and take notice.

The writer, a Disaster Pre-
paredness te, IFRCS, has
worked in many relief and de-
velopment situations in South
Asia during the last 30 years.

latest UNAIDS figures

Australia & !
New Zealand '12.000
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North Africa &
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East Asia
& Pacific

Western Europe
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Sub-Sahara
Africa

infections and AIDS cases in
Pacific island countries are un-
der-reported. "Nevertheless, the
HIV epidemic in the Pacific is
considerably more serious than
the available data suggest. The
epidemic s also undoubted]
worsening in the region uvr.ra]{
and particularly so in some
countries.”

The figures for HIV/AIDS in
the South Pacific are relatively
low at present. But testing is

r or non-existent. peoples'

owledge of the disease is woe-
fully inadequate; stigma and
prcljudicc are rampant. The in-
visibility of the virus means
¥nu can carry and transmit jt
or up to ten years without even
knowing.

Add to this the continui
increase in STDs, casual an
unprotected sex, unwanted
pregnancies and the picture be-
comes much sharper. The issue
is not the figures, but the huge
potential risk of infection.

In defence of Lthe editors, it
must be said that it is not the
sole responsibility of press to
inform the public. The govern-
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ment, health de
government o
the churches
play.

But the press has a strong
influence in info the pub-
lic and embarrassing politi-
clans and decision-makers lo
act. As one editor remarked:
"When governments are weak
and corrupt. the press is often
the last line of defence.”

Two years ago. Prime Minis-
ter Sitiveni Rabuka of Fiji
talked of "a clear enough signal
that there is a storm gathering
force: a storm than can become
a devastating hurricane such as
we have never enced be-
fore and a storm which, if we do

1s. non-
anisations and
have a part to

not take the necessary precau-
tions, we will not live through
or live to t forever.”

Hopefully, it is not too late

for newspaper editors to hear
and embrace this advice.

— Gemini News

The writer (s a Journalism
lecturer at Queensland Univer-
sily. Brisbane. His PHD re-
search is on media coverage of

AI’IDS.
by Jim Davis
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imilations in covering all the ultra

poor living in villages. its micro-credit

system discouraged them in self-employment. What was needed for them was wage employment. So, BRAC

close study of BRAC Re-
Zs search 1997 brings out the

ded im on
the implications of RED re-
search on BRAC amines.

The publication objectively,
subject-wise, discusses synthe-
sis of BRAC research, institu-
tional collaborations, capacity
development, dissemination of
Ecuarchﬁ studies znmpleted

uring the year, and ongoing
studies. It lastly gives a timeline
of RED.

The success of an organiza-
tion much s upon
evaluation 6f its work so that
what is learned in the of
work is constantly used to rede-
fine its programmes stra 3
otherwise its activities become

uut%unL
the outset, while intro-

duci BRAC, it s how
more 18,000 staff
and 30.000 -time func-

tionaries now work in its de-

velopment interventions that
cover 50,000 of 81,000 wvil

fB with an annual
of 8 108 million.

C’'s core Rural Develop-

ment Programme (RDF) has or-

anized more than 2.2 million
andless farmers into 62,000
village organizations (VO) and
disbursed Tk 21.72 billion since
1994 with astonishingly 98
cent recovery to help dmf:;
their income generating activi-

l”ﬁﬂqﬁﬁmﬂ all its activities,

BRAC has a number of diversi-
fied programmes like training.
research and evaluation. moni-
Lnnng_ pumuz and a mar-

Eu.l? ou Aarong. In-
stead of mlcl;udr.-pcndl upon
donations, it established its
own source of income that in-
cludes a modern printing press,
a cold storage, and a textile

mill. Aarong milk is a popular
source of milk to cit lers.
BRAC Bank and BRAC Univer-

sity are in the offing.

As we proceed significant
achievements in various fields
that unfold themselves filled us
with awe how an organizations
known for its philanthropic
work could shine so |llu-
minably in research. As ol De-
cember 1997, RED had produced

has been creating new sources of w. (2

563 research reports. Its t
study on RDP area on 1,700
households ::131 ; 5350 BRAC
participants compari-
son households demonstrating
better performances than com-
parison households in terms of
asset accumulation, savings,
hou status, food and non-
food expenditures and average
per capita calorie con g

They also enjoy better
health and sanitation facili-
ties. Fifty-two per cent of BRAC
and 69 per cent of comparison
households were below the

ﬂovm{l line. The percentages of
ouseholds living in exireme

gov:rly were 27 for BRAC and
7 for comparison households.
Seasonal fluctuations in per
capita manlhlﬁr food expendi-
ture were much lower for BRAC

(3%) than com son house-
holds (18%). '
BRAC enabled poor women

either to become involved in
new IGAs or to old ones.
More than 90 cent of all
women owned either productive
or non-productive assets.

The impact assessment of
BRAC’s Human Rights and Legal
Education (HRLE) training was
effective as the level of training
of VO members who had re-
ceived it increased substan-

tially. The training dissemi- .

nated relevant practical legal
knowledge to BRAC members.
After getting the HRLE training,
the trainees showed an increas-
ing desire to assert their legal
rights.

To improve the condition of
the poor fishermen community.
the Oxbow Lakes Small-scale
Fishermen Development Pro-
ject that started in 1991 show
several positive changes taken
place in the malerial well-being
of the participating households
and indirect impact on non-
participating households.

RED research finding show
BRAC limitations in covering
all the ultra poor living in wil-
lages. its micro-credit system
discouraged them in self-em-
ployment. What was needed for
them was wage employment.
S0. BRAC has been creating new
sources of wage employment.

mentl.

Over the past decade it has em-
ployed 14,000 poor rural
women as caretaker for road-
side plantations and
Etg;}t} to crafts mar-
RED studies on the health
programme show that 54 per
cent of the I|:u'an.emt women in
the rura ocation were
anaemic. Another study shows
an overall intestinal parasite
infestation of 33 per
cent among adults and
adolescents. Arsenic contami-
nation of un water in

h has recently cre-

ated t concern amonﬁ
le. Tubewell water of 96 m
eld offices, out of 794, was
tested and found contaminated
with arsenic beyond the accep-
tance limit of 0.05 mg/L. Those
WeTe su ]
Although the impact of
BRAC efiorts had been than
ed its poverty alleviation
efforts had shown positive ef-
fect in particular on income
y which had unknown, if
not limited, effect on the over-
all economy of the nation.
However, the poor are yet to be
linked firmly to the market. Ef-
forts were, in many cases, re-
stricted to addressing only the
income poverly group. thus giv-
ing little attention to other di-
mensions. BRAC's emphasis on
creating backward-forward
linkages may go a long way in
sustainable poverty reduction.
RED also gave consultin
services to several others, suc
as the All Institute of Education
in Lahore, Pakistan, to review
some of its new components of
in-service training lor govern-
ment primary teachers and
UNICEF Bangladesh to imple-
merit its concept of the Acceler-
ated District Agprunth (ADA)
and empower the community
and enhance their participa-
tion in ADA strategy. In 1992,
BRAC and the International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR.B). jointly studied
BRAC's socioeconomic inter-
ventions on health and well-be-
ing of the rural poor. In two
phases 15,600 households were
studied that showed positive ef-

fect on nutritional status of
children and mortality level.
calorie intake and bi post-

ponement for BRAC household
mem

The 92- book, in a word,
is ar compendium of
BRAC's 25 years of existence in
social service. Although I my-
self worked for some time, |
knew not so much of it until |
read this informative book.
Printed on white offset paper
the book illustrated with suit-
able attractive pictures at ap-
pm%ﬂatﬂalplamﬂ : :ml:_]hcaut.iﬁll set-
up in royal size, a
cover gives a mmcﬂl:lannmg tlook.
Its 2-column text has further
enhanced its beauty. But why its
editor justified some pages and
some not is not understood;
while marshalling of facts
needed a little more care, major
headings nﬁci&lly RED high-
lights and the synthesis report
could be gmupetrt-logether into a
more appropriate headin
which would have helped in
avoiding repetition.

Moreover, since enough
work was done, national and
international collaborative re-
search could receive separate
treatment to give them due im-
portance.

The author is Freelance
Communication Consultant,
and Ex-Technical Editor,
Bangladesh Rice Research Insti-
tute, CGrazipur

Clinton Under Fire over Nuclear Waste

Danielle Knight writes from Washington

Outraged environmentalists protested Clinton's action last weekend in quietly signing into law the Texas/Maine/
Vermont Radioactive Waste Dump Compact, effectively giving the nod to Texan officials to start up the

bulldozers if they chose to do so.

S President Bill Clinton

is ih more trouble —

nothing to do with White
House interns but for approving
a bill that allows two states to
dump radioactive waste at a
proposed site in Texas near the
Mexican border.

Outraged environmerntalists
protested Clinton's action last
weekend in quietly signing into
law the Texas/Maine /Vermont
Radioactive Waste Dump Com-
pact, effectively giving the nod
to Texan officials to start up the
bulldozers if they chose to do so.

Congress earlier passed the
bill, under which Texas would
accept radioactive waste from
the northeastern states of Ver-
mont and Maine, in exchange
for 25 million dollars each. In
January. the Texas legislature
will vote on funding the pro-
posed dump site — which will
also store nuclear waste [rom
Texas.

“The radioactive waste gun
was pointed, loaded and the
trigger cocked and Clinton's
siﬁnatur: effectively pulls the
federal trigger.” said Diane
D’Arrigo. an activist with the
Washington-based Nuclear In-
formation and Resource Ser-
vice. 'This makes is harder for
local residents to fight it but
fight it they will, with growing
local, national and interna-
tional support and concern.”

The controversy surround-
ing the Compact project re-
volved around the site chosen
by Texan officials to receive the
waste — the town of Sierra
Blanca, just 30 kms [rom the
Mexican border. set in one of
the economically poorest re-
gions of the country.

Supporters of the Compact
said that the proposed site will
bring money to the state and
only hold ‘low-level’ radioac-
tive waste. But environmental-
ists declared "low level does not
mean low risk"™ and pointed out
that plutonium and other ra-
dioactive elements are consid-
rrcg “low-level.”

nvironmental groups
maintain that the area around
the site Is not a safe place to
store radioactive waste ause
it is prone to earthquakes and
is situated on an aquifer — a
scarce resource in Sierra Blan-
ca's arid desert climate.

Civil rights groups and Mex-
ican-American organisations
have accused Clinton and
Congress with racism because
two-thirds of the residents of
the town are of Mexican origin.

“Clinton is now an accom-
plice to the racist government

of Texas.” charged Richard

Boren. coordinator of South-

wesl Toxic Watch, an advocacy

group that monitors hazardous

:;F:s[t along the Mexico-US bor-
£

"Now the United States gov-
ernment has given the green
light to send nuclear waste from
primarily white states like
Maine and Vermont to the
Texas Border region that is over
70 per cent Mexican-Ameri-
can. he said.

Environmentalists were
concerned that Clinton's signa-
ture approval of the Compact
would open the door to Texas
becoming the nation's next na-
tional nuclear power dump.

The bill signed by the presi-
dent omitted amendments orig-
inalli passed by Congress
which would have protected
Texas from allowing other
states to join the Compact pro-
ject. The amendments, pushed

y Senator Paul Wellstone, a
Democrat of Minnesota, also

woirdd have given the local
community Lhe right to chal-
lenge discrimination.

sroups said Clinton's ap-

roval of the bill contradicted
1is own 1994 Executive Order to
Address Environmental Justice
in Minority and Low Income
Populations. This required the
government to ensure that mi-
nority and low-income com-
munities were not dispropor-
tionately burdened by envi-
ronmental hazards.

Bill Addington, a local store
owner in Sierra Blanca called
approval of the Compact an 'en-
vironmental injustice — a ref-
erence to Clinton's 1984 Execu-
tive Order on Environmental
Justice which "isn't worth the
paper it's Erinted on. "Adding-
ton and others said they would
continue to pressure Texas

liticians to abandon plans
or a dump.

"All hope is not lost,” said
Erin Rogers, director of the
Sierra Blanca Legal Defense

I_—Checking

Mad Cows

NDIA has banned imports of

roducs from the UK. Switzer-
land and the European Union
that are prone to Bovine Spon-
gioform Encephalopathy (BSE).
also known as the ‘'mad cow’
disease. These products/items
will have to carry a health
certificate from the government
or the health authorities nlir' the
exporting country, certifyin
thgl tlﬁ: prnd{mls h};veg
originated only from health
animals, free from BSE.

Up For
Grabs

UROPE'S leading medical

echnology company, Sulzer
Medical has planned to sell its
heart pacemaker business. The
decision has been taken in the
wake of stiff competition faced
by the company from the US.
Company officials said that
Sulzer has decided to concen-
trate on its orthopaedics and
cardiovascular prostheses
business, as these products have
good market prospects. The

Plastic-on-
wheels

I AST October, Chrysler Cor-

ration, USA, unveiled its
first Composite Concept Vehicle
(CCV]. the first automobile with
a body made from injection
moulded plastic derived from
recycled plastic bottles. The
colour of the automobile is
added directly to the plastic be-
fore it is moulded, eliminatin
the use of harmful paint an
rust-proofing agents. Since the
body is made from one large
moulding process, the size of
the assembly factory is smaller
than one for traditional sheet
metal cars. The CCV auto-body
Is more resistant to dents and
scratches,

Ice Talk

A;alking refrigerator will go
n sale in Japan very soon.
Developed by one of the nations’
technological giants, mat-
sushita, this "hi-tech” fridge
warns its user if the food stored
inside is in danger of going bad.
Sensors linked to a micropro-
cessor monitor the energy effi-
ciency of the internal cooling
system and the temperature in-
side the fridge. The fridge also

‘probably

1

Fund. "The Texas legislature
still has to vote on this, we
think we still have a chance.”
Mexican officials also have
joined the fight against the pro-
posed dump. The Mexican Con-
gress's Permanent Commission
voted unanimously against the
dump saying it violates the

1983 La Paz Agreement between
the two countries. The Lreaty
prohibits the construction of
such projects within 100 kilo-
meters from the neighbouring
country's border.

"We cannot permit the
United States to build up
garbage dumps on our border,”
said Sen. Norberto Corella of
Baja California. "Is there any
sense in entering any interna-
tional agreements if they are
going to violated? We will go
to whatever means required in
order to stop this project.”

Mexican officials said they
would fight the pro-
posed deal within the context of
the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) or an in-
ternational court such as the
Organisation on American
States or the United Nations.

"Who's going to guarantee
1.00 years from now there s not
going to be a leak.” asked Mexi-
can Senator Hector Murguia of
Ciudad Juarez. "The border does
not distinguish between the
water in the wells between the
United States and Mexico.

Environmentalists and US
senators opposing the Compact
blamed the large utility indus-
tries for using political cam-
paign contribution to influence
politics. They said the nuclear

wer industry are using the
aw to shift liability from pri-
vate industry to the taxpavyers
D[Tti'"gs'rr}rstal clear what
money can buy and money is
one tﬁing Sierra Blancans do
not have.” said D'Arrigo. "It can
buy hundreds of hours of expen-
sive professional lobbying time
and clout.”

More than 100,000 dollars
went from the state of Vermont
toward ftting the Compact ap-
proved by Congress, she said.
The Texas Utilities Service Inc.
reportedly spent up to 420,000
dollars on lubhsg,:?g politicians
to get the bill pa ;

ouston Industries Incorpo-
rated spent up to 400,000 last

year on lobbying on energy, en-
vironment and utility issues. In
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