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BGMEA Allegations

Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (BGMEA) chief Golam Quddus
last Wednesday put on the firing line just about ev-
ery organisation his association members come in
contact with while carrying out their export busi-
ness obligations. He reeled off pent-up grievances
about coercive palm-greasing against NCBs, police,
customs, port personnel and T&T in a meeting
with the Board of Investment (BOI) Executive
Chairman Farooq Sobhan against a highly
charged backdrop of urgency being attached to
garment export in the disruptive sequel to the
floods. Furthermore, a, meeting between the
BGMEA and the foreign entrepreneurs already in-
volved in the garments sector is due to take place
shortly so that there was a precious bit more to the

stocktaking exercise.
Such ang expansive critical mood Quddus 3:-
at the

lowed himself to be in that he even took a dig
foreign investors who, according to him, "had
come to produce high-fashioned garments but are
now turning out low-cost wears which any local
factory can do." This smacks of an unhealthy con-
flictory situation but surely we must look into
their charter and verify the allegations.

This in no way should detract from the main
burden of the complaints being aired against a
whole range of public sector functionaries falling
head over heels for a finger on the pie. Officials of
Sonali, Janata and Agrani Banks dealing with LCs
are reportedly even bending laws at the jingle of
coins; but generally they could be making anything
between Tk 50,000 and Tk 100000 per day! By com-
parison, private banks have been disposing of LC
cases on the spot, even on the computer without
any gratification sought whatsoever. It falls on
Bangladesh Bank now to make the NCBs meet the
standards set by the private banks. By the BGMEA
chief's own admission, since the deployment of
Army at the ports the loading and unloading ope-
rations have been free of corruption. As for the
'sackful' of money being spirited away by the cus-
toms officials at the airport and the policemen’s
pickings on the roads, corruption would need to be
de-institutionalised by a consensual political in-
tervention and the refusal to give bribes duly
backed up by vigilante squads positioned at the
right places.

We are afraid, the BGMEA chief's allegations are
much too generalised for any punitive action. In

—

was only last Thursday. An
evening of trance, as it were
like music asleep in the shell

of memory. For one long mo-
ment time dissolved and in the
waves of its breathing between

the m and the real, the an-
cient Mandai (Sal) forest came
alive nnlﬁ to be devastated
along with its children. Trees
murmured, the wild boar and
the little rabbits came out of
their hiding places, doves cooed
and the birds hummed, a
woman and a man's love wa-
vered between desire and faith.
Then in one fell , the
avarice of the powerful intrud-
ers burnt down the living al-
phabets that sgnd out roots,
shoot-up, bud, fly off scatter
and fall. As in the mythical
past, an ancient community is
ravaged again by the maraud
hordes of Parshuram of recen
times in Madhupur Gar. And
the ghostly dust rises from the
ashes in brown and reddish spi-

"]1‘ am talking about an epic
oem, an inscription on a
allen stone, a drawing in the

chest of green that scatters

birds in the garden of wind, rat-
tles the dice-cup of the moon

and the stars and creates a

woman by mixing night and

music and sacred wine for Lord

Shiva. It is prosody of the
heart that makes Innﬁ syllables
short and the short long. It is

Selim Al-Dins legend of "Bana
Pangsul”, the children of forest.

nacted by Nasiruddin Yusuf

and his compatriots of Dhaka
Theater. | saw the men and
women of an ancient warrior
community, the Koch or the
Mandai, reliving their far-away
past and the very recent one
that we can still touch if we care
to do so. They were driven eut of
their ancient domain by mythi-
cal Parshuram and entered into
their new habitat of dense 'Sal’
forest in our very own Mad-
hupur. And like the fallen
leaves and trunks of dark tall
and handsome trees, lheﬁv were
brutally evicted and killed,
their women, ravished, their
habitat devastated.

Gunin, thousand old in
his faith in Lord Shiva, a mixed
deity of the rituals and the fold
tradition, is also utterly inno-
cent like a }rnun% tree. He is
afraid of the dark [ace of death,
but finds an eternal home in the
trunk and branches and leaves
of an ancient tree. Shuki. the
infant-widow given away to
Shiva as a mistress wants to

A Tree Grows Within My Head

Why am I writing all this? Because

th; other day my eyes dampened with deu;-dmpa of joy when I saw in the

leader of our people, a messenger of peace, embracing the men and women of the hills and dales of the Hill
Tracts in Chittagong. They had been exiles from their ancestral habitat for more than two decades.

break out of the strait-jacket of
ritual faith and embrace young
Anil who composes and sings.
But Anil wavers even when the
humming birds hum. He is
afraid of the wrath of Shiva.
And then destruction strikes
with barbarians of the plains
looting, burning, maiming and
killing like Parshuram of the
myth. But rising from the ashes
of ghostly dust, Shuki and Anil
rebuild their home in a corner
of the devastated forest. In rav-
ished Suki's womb, the beauti-
ful ‘dark eyes and heart of a
child of the forest flutter. S/he
will come back again.

| recalled the words of two
saintl of the subcon-
tinent. The first, known as

in the early sixteenth century.
He beli that the arid land

Ja3. the rrault gL hnman WRdt
the depth of perversion 1o na-
ture and culture would require
reverence for all that is created
in the plant and the animal
world. He enunciated 29 codes
of conducts for his followers,
the ‘Vishnois" two of which are
i) not to cut down a tree
and ii) not to kill an animal.

In 1730, the same Vishnoi
community, children, women
and men of Khedalji village
near Jodhpur embraced e
tree., when the King's men
struck. Three hundred and
sixty-three men and women led
by Amrita Devi resisted and
lajd down their lives. That
blood has no witness in the his-
tories of arrogant men and
women of the so-called civilized
world, as there is hardly any
scribe to portray the epic strug-
%l::- destruction-resurrection of
the children of forgotten forest
of ours — the Koch and the Ra-
jbangshis. Yes, in our times,
Ghanasyam, the folk poet of
Chipko movement n Garhwal
regions sang:

Embrace the (rees

your life;

Emhrcla&e_ﬂu water
rou.r e,
Ig:n:i death

Why am [ writing all this? ,

Because the other day my eyes
dampened with dew-drops of
joy when | saw in the | r of
our people, a messenger of
peace, embra the men and
women of the and dales of
the Hill Tracts in Chittagong.

had been exilés from their
ancestral habitat for more than
two decades. And | wrote, love is
like a bunch of white roses and

the mountain-top is pure again:
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But then, some inherited
problems, still lingering, dis-

turb me. If our leader does not
intervene the forest may be des-
olate again, the birds may fly
away from their nests and the
long-limbed young ones may

disa :
'!E problem is a series of
azette notifications dated

5.06.1990, 04.01.1992,
08.01.1994, 12.05.1998 and
31.05.1998 declaring a total
area of 217,790.30 acres as Re-
serve Forest in accordance with
section 4 of the Forest Act of
1927. Some areas have already
been converted accordingly.
Conservation of forest, pur:fcu
larly in critical water-sheds is
no doubt essential and a re-
sponsibility that the govern-
ment must outl. But is con-
servation possible by evicting
the children of the forest from
their own habitat or by ignor-
ing their generational wisdom

ing the resources that en-
sure their livelihood?

And that, when our leader
has nced in no uncertain
terms aboul the principals of

cipatory conservation and
afforestationn Today because of

=

her the trees murmur and
the

the ng girls dance
ﬁppﬂ?lug waglv;: of Karnaphuly.
It is, therefore, that the ¢
of forest make their appeal to
their most reliable benefactor
and respected soul-mate. Not
only they, the trees also are in
terror and the birds and the
beasts. Will the bondage
between human d and the
foliage be severed a ?

Let me briefly delineate the
four types of land about which
notifications have been issued.

. "F'Irlt, tf:lhunaﬂudl of
i ple under itt £
Hill cts Regulation of m

According to rule 50 (1), hill
people may occupy upto 0.30
acres of nun-urhpli land with
rior consent of the mouza
eadmen without applying for
formal settlement or registra-

tion to the Deputy Commis-
sioner. Suth land may be ac-
quired by the Government on
payment of compensation for
structures and trees but not for
D Douhmee i Gown 1o
in rule
and the CHT Land Acquisi-
tion Regulation of 1990.

Second, registered home-
steads and agricultural/
horticultural lands. In such
cases total compensation is to
be paid as CHT Regulation.
Thtp;gﬂrtlep;rpcu;ﬂr #l‘f both
from the hills and the plains
such as in 95 Kaskhali and 95A
Betbunia mouzas within
Rangamati district. Many of
them were displaced by the
Kaptai dam and rehabilitated in
these lands.

Third, Jum, agricul-
tural /horticultural lands under
long occupation. These lands,
not registered, have been under
long occupation and use by hill-
people including many dis-
laced by the dam in Kaokhall,

laichari and Langadu thanas
of amati.

Forth. plantation lands un-

der Government Rehabilitation
Schemes like those of the
Bangladesh Forest t
of the '60s and the "70s: of the
Bangladesh ture Devel-
opment Co ation in 1967-
: and of the CHT Develo
menaﬂ't Board in the *70s and
As for the fourth category let
me give some examples. Land-
less Jumias were rehabilitated
under the Jum Control Division
of the Forest
lands, later, became Protected
Forest Land. There were express
commitments, however, that
these lands would be settled in
the names f the planters. After
the orchard failed
in the 1970s some of these lands
were converted into both hard
and soft wood plantation em-
ng the same Jumia farm-
ers under Tungya method.
Many of them continue to face
under Forest Act.
Similarly under the BADC
scheme many Jumias were
given three to five acre hill-side

plots for P s
and fruit-orchards. Some of
llal'.- were recorded, many were

n

Aﬁajn Chit Hill Tracts
Deve npmmtl‘ﬁgd rehabili-
tated lahdless hill-farmers and
some plains people for planta-
tion of fruit-trees and trees
farms. In most cases, the land
was never recorded in the
names of the rehabilitated.
This was in the '70s and the
‘80s.

All the notifications follow
the words of the law but perhaps
not the spirit. For example, af-
ter the notification, a Forest
Settlement Officer is to-be ap-
pointed to register any com-
plaint or claim of the Jumias.
After that, with the acceptance
or rejection of claims, full com-
pensation is to be paid. Only
then the Deputy Commissioner
concerned will hand over the
land to the Forest department.
The legal formalities apart,
there are soine hard realities.
Before the historic Peace

ment, many of the hill-

e were in hiding or in ex-

le, use of the conflict. How

could they a to any Forest
Settlement Officer, thus ap-
pointed?

department. These *

Besides. on ar
the Chakma Raja in
the Government had created a

tation
1992,

committee headed by a Join-
Secretary of the Forest Divi-
sion/Ministry to reexamine the
problems on humanitarian
grounds. Also, some affected

sthali thana in

ple in
Eﬁ\‘flmati strict have re-
can filed a writ petition to

stayed the implementation of
the impugned notifica-
humfnrdcr. But | do not want to

arp upon legalities. | want to
emphasise the ethics of forest
conservation, the fraternity of
the forest and the plains, the

coming together once of
ﬂw;ﬂﬂnuﬂeand Siﬁnhﬂ-
dren of the . 1 want to echo
what | wrote three decades back

windows of my room
shuttered and closed.

wuf)g}gnu!_se. even the roses

The Koch and the Rajbang-
shis today are almost extinct

Bepndn of he ke o S
epic Bana-
E:?hul. But will come

like the in

, the
mist of the doves and the little
?d: like dew-drops on blades

grass or the just opened eyes
of a sparking fish-child.

Then ‘Sraban’ will peep at
the bird-nest, come down the
roots of 'Hijal' tree and knock
at the doors of a river. And
mother earth will be covered
again with a mist of love that
sends out roots, shoots up and
blossoms. The words tumbie
down my blood as I say it:

A tree grew inside my head
A tree grew in.

Its roots are veins,

its branches nerves,

thoughts its tangled fo-
liage

the tree speaks.

Come closer can you hear?
(Octavio Paz)
(Ac nt: I am in-

debted to my two young friends,
‘l‘ﬁi.j!ﬁ vaas ish Roy and Selim
-1 -
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order that he and others in a similar position can
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| not used to launch attacks on Israel.

bring up specific details, we suggest that the gov-
ernment open a special cell to heed the complaints

and take action wherever necessary along the con-
duit.

Oh No, Not from Malaysia!

We are flabbergasted at the way ousted deputy
premier Anwar Ibrahim has been treated in captiv-
ity. Slapped, bruised and bloodied through the nose
on the night of arrest! Even if it were less of a tor-
ture inflicted on him, how and why could even that
happen? Even a most discredited autocrat felled by
a popular uprising, to say nothing of someone who
had voiced a dissent with reasonable public sup-
port for it against any political supremo was
hardly ever known to have been 'slapped’ by min-
ions. It is such an incredible shock our sensibili-
ties — a deep hurt that will take time to heal. Come
as it does from Malaysia — a middle-income for-
ward-looking country with a rich cultural lore in-
cluding political traditions, religious ethos and a
normative smack of British legal system, this is
unbelievable , all said and done.

Moreover, is it a kind of treatment one even in
the most bizarre frame of mind expected would be
meted out to a man Mahathir had once held so
close to his heart grooming him up through many
high calling of the state almost making him look
like his heir apparent? Well, differences of opinion
between Anwar and Mahathir developed subse-
quently and they fell out of each other. So what?
Mahathir was within his constitutional rights to
sack him. And, then the wheels moved quite awk-
wardly for all to see. Anwar was arrested on unbe-
lievable charges; and now he is beaten contrary to
all norms of civility, decency and legal propriety.
By this single act of indiscretion the standards of a
legal government have been lowered before the eyes
of the world.

What is more, a highly dishonourable precedent
has been set. We urge prime minister Mahathir
Mohamad to desist from the self-demeaning path.
And, we implore him to give Anwar the benefit of a

fair trial.
Mid-East Peace

Even though fiery exchanges from Hebron
threatens to dilute optimism, the world has

enough reason to look wistfully to the US brokered
Middle East peace talks between the Palestinians

and the Israelis. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu recently confirmed that Israel would
withdraw from the West Bank provided the land is

For a mind as
closed and bigoted as that of Netanyahu who once

in his ambassadorial days reportedly refused to
share the same table with famous Palestinian
scholar Edward Said without even knowing that

Said was not a Muslim he thought him to be, that is
quite a progress.

Key to the reconciliatory

ingness to withdraw from 13 per cent of the West
Bank territory. This will be on top of 27 per cent
already vacated to the Palestinian Authority
along with two-thirds of the Gaza Strip. Under the
new withdrawal acka%e Israel would hand over 10
per cent of the West Bank to Palestinian control
with an additional three per cent designated as na-
ture preserve in which Israel would retain security
control for the time being.

President Clinton has invited both Netanyahu
and Arafat for further talks . All eyes are focused
on the October 15 talks of the trio. Unless the ls-
raeli leader reverts to any of his old tricks the
Palestinian crisis is destined for some sort of a
denouement. Both parties should exercise extreme
caution to make sure that provocations are
avoided on both sides. The region has long been on

fire. It is more than time olive branch spread th
over endless acrimo =

deal is Israel's will-

I Nasreen Huq
Dhaka

An ode to Lara

I met you

but twice

And knew you

from eternity

You wanted to fly

Ride th the clouds

Soar up to hi

and higher altitudes

1 admired :
' You were reaching for the
sky

A Bengall woman

named after a Russian
heroine i

You knew no boundaries

I had said to you

It is a woman's world

The sky is the limit —

Never ever

did | think

the sky would

come down

and limnit you

to the ground

Lara

Rise up again

You wﬁl not be grounded
Your spirit is free

Do your m.uﬁil:
Flash us that magnificent
smile
i S0 that we too can learn to
y
and reach out for the sky

some questions

Sir, Lara was a friend. No
need for me to describe how |

felt hearing the news of her
death. [ still visualize her
around me talking and it is un-
believable. that such beauty is
lost not only in death but also
under fire! Along with my fam-
ily, her grief-stricken family,
friends | have some questions.
How is Bangladesh still us-
ing Cessna, an aircraft used in
World War lI? Did the company
have licence to buy these air-
crafts? Did they have proper au-
thorization from the govern-
ment? | hear that these air-
crafts have cost Bangladesh
only USDB000. Is it true? Why
were these old aircrafts bought
knowing that these were full of
techinical problems?
Moushumu Nasser
Dhaka

The same old

sabotage

Sir, A very shameful inci-
dent happened at Chittagong
Stadium on 14th September
during a football match in
which five journalists and at
least 100 persons were injured
by Fulir:e atrocities.

t is reported that the sup-
porters of the two teams became
a bit unruly over a controver-
sial goal but after some time the
situation became normal. Po-
licemen were silent during the
upheaval but suddenly they
leapt up and started throwing
stones, when some press pho-
tographers were taking snap-
shots, policemen attacked them
shouting abusive words. They
angrily said, "You have made
enough trouble for us concern-
ing Rubel's death. You have got
only pen and cameras in your
hands, we have got licensed
weapons, now have the feel of
the fun." Then the policemen
started beating the press pho-
l?graph:rn mercilessly in front
of thousands spectators, and
man:r tear gas shells were also

al that time.
e are stunned! It seems thal

policemen are becoming more
arrogant day by dlf in spite of
the current dissatisfaction of
the public by the misconduct of
some members of the police de-
partment.

During a meeting with the
Journalists at Chittagong Cir-
cuit House on 20th September,
Home Minister Rafiqul Islam
sald that he will inform the
Prime Minister about the inci-
dent and will take steps to pun-
ish the cfuill policemen but he
also added that it will be inves-
tigated if there is any conspir-
acy behind the incident.

Oh no! We have become tired
hearing of sabotages and con-
Spiracies.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

"Tale of a President”

Sir, the letter by Ms. Nur Ja-
han, "TALE OF A PRESIDENT"
in the DS dated 23rd September,

‘98 has drawn my attention
She has opined in her letler
that if Bill Clinton loved Mon-
ica Lewinsky in true sense of
the term; and, if he his
post because of Monica, then he
would be a successful President
and he would be remembered
for his love to Monica.

But | am astonished to read
this comment of Ms. Nur Ja-
han. | think, such a comment is
an indirect attack towards
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton.
Did Ms. Jahan being a woman
not think of Hillary and her
daughter Chelsea a wee bit? |
shall say that she has totally
overlooked Hillary's psycholog-
ical condition;: otherwise she
could not make such a brutal
comment as she knows very
well that Hillary is still Clin-
ton's wife. Is it possible on the
Ea.n of a wife to share her hus-

and or vice-versa?

| am also confused n:gnrd
ing the concept of "success” — if
Bill Clinton resigns his Presi-
dency for Monica Lewinsky,
only then he would be a success-
ful President. This is incorrect.
The success of President Clin-
ton definitely does not depend
on his resignation for his illicit
love, but on political ability,
achievements in the supreme
interest of United States and,
above all, his total and com-
plete fidelity towards Hillary
and their daughter Chelsea.

E‘;’f,“tf o Aol L
s

Arag Chmlﬂﬂim )

68, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong.

Half cricket!

Sir, Cricket cannot be gla}':d
in Kuala Lumpur with hall a
team and without coach
Greenidge. It was good experi-
ence for the Bangladesh team
sharing the common wealth.

Something is wrong with the
health. Thz escaped the floods,
but fell sick. Play half day Test
matches! Where to bury the
‘ashes’?

Allf Zabr
Dhaka

Use of laser beam

Sir. After reading A Hus-
nain's column (DS Sep 11) 1
looked into the McGraw Hill
Electronics Handbook, 1982
Edition, and fond that a high
power laser beam of one cm can
deliver an energy as h as
SO0OMW | awalts). If that was
the technology 16 years ago, the
super power star wars are be-
tion!

int struck me
which is: what happened to the

huge volumes of steam ﬁm.'r—
ated by the vapourisation of

ice? More rains?

~An Envrmm Student

Dhaka

"Turning crisis
into opportunity”
Sir, Letters by Mr Md Kam-

ran Reza Chuwdhua. Mr
Aminur Rahman and Mr Kafi
published on 18.9.98 reflected
the common views of the con-
scientious citizens of this coun-
try. We also express our indig-
nation in the same vein.

The journey of Hasina-
Khaleda from the kitchen to
crown should ultimately not be
a disaster for the nation. They
must read the writing on the
wall and shun politics of rage
and pain. Great leaders’ sacri-
fices are proportionate to their
slature.

Forgive and forget would be

the best policy.

Md Shah Jahan
Dhaka

Flood and the HC

Sir. When the whole world is
aware and extending help to
cope with the unprecedented
flood damage in Bangladesh,
our High Commissioner in the
UK y (DS Sept. 17, '98)
over-enthusiastically stated in
a BBC interview that "there is
nothing to worry about and ev-
erything is under control™!

What a travesty of facts!
There cannot be more upsetting
statement than this. ile the
natural calamity that befallen
very badly on this poor nation,
it is being fought and faced
unitedly by all at home and
from abroad, lhl.segpe of state-
ment is discouraged.

The most important duty of
the responsible concerns is now
to assess responsibly and cor-
rectly the extent of and
post-flood requirements of cash
and kind. And care and proper
handling of the health and san-
itation should also top the list
— which otherwise may become
another irreparable catastro-
phe for the nation.

i The government h:ﬂd ﬂ.:l}y o

ne a great e
declaring that 'they would not
need outside help to combat this
natural disaster. And now they
will be doing a great service to
the nation if they formulate
very constructive and eflective
policy and execute them hon-
estly and responsibly.

A F Rahman
Dhaka.

Tax-free donation

Sir, Innumerable industrial,
trading, commercial, non-
profit mak1n¥ organisations,
elc., are continuously coming
forward to donate to the gov-
ernment's flood relief fund.
These donations, as always
seen in the past, are fully tax-
deductible expenses for the
donors' corporate income tax

assessment purposes.

- cess of ICC win h

There is yel another consci-
entivus class ol business houses
and entrepreneurs who have al-
ready or are seriously planning
to make additional donations
to the worse-affected members
of their staff. But these dona-
tions are not going to be like-
wise tax-deductible for the
donaors' corporate tax assess-
ment purposes: on the other
hand, such donations are going
te become taxable income, as
perquisites, in the hands of the
employees on which they have
to pay tax in all applicable
cases.

Considering the merit of the
case which needs no elucida-
tion. | would like to make on
appeal to the Finance Minister,
to arrange issuing a notifica-
lion on a priority basis to make
the said additional donations
to employees fully tax-free both
lor the employers as well as for
the employees.

M Mushtaque Ahmed
Senior Pariner & Tax Con-
sultant. SF Ahwned & Co

AKtel's incoming
charge

Sir. Considering the sufier-
ings of the subscribers due 1o
this ycar's devastating llood.
the cellular wlephone compan
AKTEL has decided to suspen
implementation of its decision
to im charges on incouing
calls till 7/1/99. We appreciate
AKTEL's concern for the welfare
of its subscribers.

But the point is, why AKTEL
should impose charges on in-
coming calls because they are
already realising a monthly
charge of Tk. 500 (plus VAT Tk.
75) in addition to monthly call
charges and other charges. Of
course the mobile phone com-
panies have cited a logic that
imposition of incoming call
charges will discourage the sub-
scribers from keeping their
mobiles engaged for a long time
in conversation which will in
turn help in ensuring best use of
the limited number of channels
(only 8 at present) interconnect-
ing T&T and cellular operators.

Meanwhile it is felt that the
authorities concerned should
take appropriate measures lo
increase the number of chan-
nels for the GSM Network and a
uniform and reasonable rate
for mobile service charges
should be introduced.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI. Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Decision by BCB

Sir, For cricket lovers who
have been following the ups and
downs of cricket in Bangladesh,
the sacking of 'erring captain
should have come much earlier.
The performance of Bangladesh
cricket team has been goin
from bad to worse since the |
trophy win. Probably the suc-
gone into
their head. For who else should
be responsible — if not the cap-
tain?

His individual performance
was not at all encouraging, for-
et about his leadership quali-
jes! We are sure, if a survey is
held, most of Bangladeshi
cricket lovers would welcome
the BCB decision. To restore
Gordon Greenidge as the coach
is a welcome step and the Board
has clarified that it is not the
end of the road of Akram — if
his performance in domestic
cricket is good, he can be con-
sidered. Sometimes such shock
treatment is necessary — look
what wonders Azharuddin of

India has done in his second
stint as captain.

The report 'SIRAJ — The
Jack of All Trades' Is shocking.
It demeans the chairman BC
selection committee. Is the DS
is on a witch hunt?

Fahim Khan
Purana Paltan
Dhaka.

Polybag Menace

Sir. Polybags indeed are a
menace to the environment, to
our soil and to our drainage
system. But they have become
so indispensable that knowing
all its drawbacks full well, we
still continue to use it, includ-
ing very learned le too, as
is obvious from reliefl distribu-
tion pictures! The distributing

hilanthropists are seen

anding over these little men-
aces to each of the flood victim
g?v their own hands! Knowin

1 too well their disastrous ef-
fects. What a pity.

So the only way is to close
down its production, as it does
more harm than good but
s enough none of us can
help but use it! It is time we
to manufacture jute s of al
size and shapes, good looking
and light to carry. It must be
cheap as our country is the
bigﬁ:st jute producer in the
world. It is environmen-
tally friendl it will rot
the soil and not

only to enric
IHute it as the undegradeable
;!;:ﬂy%ags do &
ry

too,

Everybody must carry his or
her own bag or the shopkeepers
can hand over the things
bought in jute bags, just as they

do in pol s now. Even in a
develo coun like Japan
to do away

thcﬁ felt the n
with synthetic bags. So their
slogan now is 'My own bag'.
Which means, minimum syn-
thetic bags are given by the
shopkeepers as everybody car-
ries his or her own bag for
shopping. We should follow suit
before it is too late. It will also
help boost our dying jute sector
if we can create a b&:;mrkﬂ for
it at home, rather seeki

buyers abroad with not muc

success. Who knows others
might follow our example, as
more and more people are get-
ting aware of the harmful ef-
fects of synthetic bags, and ask
for our jute bags. making it a
golden again as in the good

old days when it earned the
maximum foreign exchange.

Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Clinton's conduct

Sir. the Americans seem to
think that Clinton's affair with

Monica is his private
matter and not become a
factor for his impeachment or

resignation from office. But the
office of the President is the
centre of all activities of the
American administration and
what happens in the execulive
premises of the White House
cannot possibly remain outside
domain of the public. Had
Clinton's sexual activities
taken place in his bedroom in
the residential rtion of the
White House, , one could
argue that the public had no

business to into his private
life! But the took place in
the office complex in the

knowledge of his staff and
secret service men.

In Mr Clinton's case, it is
difficult to defend his conduct
when it is seen that he

to be happily married to Hilary
Clinton with a grown-up
daughter living in the White

House.

Mrs Clinton is saying that
she has forgiven her husband's
misdemeanors. But is she
saying this only to save
Clinton's presidency? It is
difficult to understand how a
self-respecting woman can put
up with a husband who has
done what Clinton has done
with Monica Lewinsky over a
period of 18 monthsl!

If 1 l::m;:—‘l]ybﬂ Eﬂl'I'E'fEH]}'.
duru':f the e stages o e

resi cntiagrrﬂmm:y of 1992,

r Gary Hart who was a front
runner at the time, had to
withdraw from the race because
of a sex scandal even though he
was. perhaps, separated [rom
his wife or was about to be so.

M A Mohsin
40 Siddheswari Circular Rd,

Dhaka

I Questions about |
FBCCI candidates

Sir. In view of the impending
election of the presidency of the
apex body of Bangladesh busi-
ness chambers, one must appre-
ciate your interviews on both of
the candidates, Mr Abdur Rouf
Chowdhury and Mr Abdul Awal
Mintoo.. running for president
of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI). One would be
more appreciative of The Dail
Star if you were to probe a little
further rather than take their

i %% Parfﬂfaﬁﬁ-‘iieema to revel
inn his claims ol academic su-
periority and business success
two decades ago, whilst the
other appears to be smug in re-
minding us of his high political
connections and of his high-
salaried job in America in
1980-81. One expects The Daily
Star to dig beneath the surface
of such claims and bring into
picture the really substantive
issues. In order to do so, one
needs to know the CURRENT
business activities of the candi-
dates. Is Mr Chowdhury run-
ning his vegetable oil refinery
well? How is Mr M}ntmi'ﬁ Es:)hz -
i company performing: DO
?hl;igr companies enjoy leadin
sitions in their concern
industry? If a candidate is not
successful in running his own
business, shouldn't the voters
Know? It may also be interest-
ing to know their level of com-
mitment to business ethic. For
example, have they defaulted on
their loans? Do they pay their
taxes? Do the contributions of
the candidates to the Inland
Revenue reflect their wealth?
What are their plans to make
the FBCCI more eflective in
serving the business commu-
nity if elected its president?
The fact that se issues do
not play a dominant role in the
election campaign allows the
election of the president of the
FBCCI to be in the i%illlnds ﬂfr?tm
litical parties. e merits
Ed the dgmtrttn of the candi-

dates become secondary to who
is the Awami e candidate
and who is cked by the

BNP. Instead of knowing about -
the candidates business and his
plans for the FBCCI if elected its
president, the voters are sub-
jected to mud shinging and the
candidates' claims to fame for
issues which are either irrele-
vant or outdated. One hopes The
Daily Star will do its level best
to ensure that the right climate
prevails for the election cam-
for the president of the

'C1 by bringing to the atten-

tion of the volers the relevant
and the substantive |ssues.

A Concermmed Voter

Dhaka




