Transcom Elec

Aunoraed deuhetor o langldesh for Whiripoo! Applances. A

VOL. VIII NO. 248 REGD. NO. DA 781 INTERNET: http//www dailystarnews.com

President hosts |

reception on
the occasion
of Durga Puja

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Begum Shahabud-
din Ahmed hosted a reception
on the occasion of Durga Puja at
Bangabhaban yesterday, re-

UNB.

Parliamentary Adviser to
the Prime Minister Suranjit
Sengupta, State Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs Moulana Nurul
Islam, Justice Bimalandu
Bikash Roy Chowdhury, Indian
High Cnmgalssiu:lrﬁ Dz}r
M jee, Charge d'Allaires
Nepa]ﬂjﬂambhakta Prasad
Thakur and Srimati Chitra
Bhattachariyva MP were present
on the occasion.

Besides, Justice Debesh
Chandra Bhattachariya. Prin-
cipal of Ramkrishna Mission,
Swami Akkharananda, politi-
cal personality Adv Sudhangsu
Shekhar Haldar, secretaries
and high officials of the gov-
ernment, educationists. doc-
tors, religious nalities, re-
cipients of national awards.
political leaders, senior advo-
cates, . writers, journalists
and leaders of adesh Puja
Uﬂ?pan Parishad and Hindu
Welfare Trust were present on
the occasion.

Earlier, President Sha-
habuddin and Begum Sha-
habuddin welcomed the guests
and exchanged greetings with
them. -

AL activist
killed in clash
with BNP in
Rajshahi

RAJSHAHL Oct 1: An Awami
League worker was killed and
30 others were injured in a
clash between the ruling party
and opposition BNP activists at
Puthia today, reports APB.

The Awami Leagué activist
identified as Taser Uddin, 52,
succumbed to his injuries at a
local hospital, polite said.

Witnesses said a grouI: of
BNP aup%ortern attacked r
Uddin while he was going to
Maizpara this morning.

Being informed, AL activists
rushed to the spot and locked in
clash with BNP men which
soon spread to Nayapara, Maliz-

Jpara, Hiraldaha and some other. -

areas in Puthia thana. i

Both the groups went on
rampage and set several houses
and shops on fire during the
day-long clash. Police lobbed
tear gas shells and fired rubber
bullets to disperse the clashing
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Alleged food pilferage

High-level teams to
act as watchdog

Disturbed by news of irregu-
larities in distribution of food-
grains the flood-allected
people, the government has
taken uF special measures to
stop pilterage of food before it

oes in a bigger way with the
GF pro ;
The government yesterday
named some 15 deputy secre-
level officers who would be
sent out to different districts,
thanas and unions to act as
watchdog, sources said.

According to official
sources, all press cli ph;%ls re-

arding reports of alleged pil-
erage in food distribution were
sent to deputy commissioners
concerned for immediate veri-
fication.

The food minis
ready sanctioned 71,

has al-
tonnes

By Reaz Ahmad

of foodgrains for distribution
in October among some 40 lakh
families. who are supposed to be

rovided with one VGF
vulnerable nuJ: feeding) card
each by Oct :

Foodgrains for the pur
would be allotted at union level
from the nearest government
silo and the stock would be later
replenished with food aid.

In many areas, press re
say, reliel committees headed
by union parishad chairmen
are giving less than the stipu-
lated 16 kilograms of food-
Erzu‘ns against each VGF card

older.

Sources in the food and re-
lief ministries confirmed it to
The Daily Star yesterday that a
circular had been issued re-
cently alerting all field-level of-

ficials to keep vigil against pil-
ferage at distribution level.

According to the circular,
union shad chairmen and
thana level officials concerned
would be made responsible for
any sort of food-related irregu-
larities in their respective
command areas.

Prior to distribution, allot-
ted foodgrains cannot also be
stored at the residences of the
chairmen or members instead
of the union parishad office
premises. -

The union parishad office
bearers will have to produce the
allotment letter issued by the
DC’s office when they receive
their respective share for each
union from the nearest gov-
ermnmment store.

See Page 12 Col 8
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7-party demands
release of 3
political leaders

part alliance
condemned, Tues-
day's arrest of three political
leaders and demanded their
immediate release, reports
UNB. :

The alllance at a meeting
yesterday refrained from tak-
ing the course of street agitation
in view of the devastating situ-
ation caused by the flood.

Presided over by Abdus
Salam Talukdar of BNP, the

viewed that the arrest
was In ed to divert people's
attention from government's
failure in tackling the post-
flood situation.

BNP standing committee
member K M Obaidur Rahman
MP, and Barisal district leader
Nurul Islam Manzur and Jatiya
Party leader Shah Moazzem
Hossain were arrested on Tues-
dnﬁ' in connection with the Jail
Killing Case.

Sources close to the meeting
told the news cy that the
leaders of seven- combine
discussed various course of ac-
tion to seek release of the oppo-
sition leaders and activists.

See Page 12 Col 3

Jail killing

The three liticians ar-
r:;-itud in ::undnectinn with the
jail killings, during interroga-
liuglycllﬂdl}', divulged some
“vi information” regarding
the plot that led to the murder
of four national leaders inside
the Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3. 1975, reports APB.

CID officials were convinced

that more than 20 peliticians
and army officers were involved
in the plot. sources said.
. "We are just cross-checking
the evidence st the accused
in the jail killing case,” a CID
official said adding that the
three politicians, arrested on
Tuesday, would be interrogated
further.

BNP Standing Commitliee
member K M Obaidur Rahman

| Ehaicman Shab Moaszem Hos

sain and Barisal BNP leader
Nurul Islam Monjur are now

under a four-day remand.
See Page 12 Col 6

Judicial body had
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| Petrobangla-Cairn discord over
pricing of gas sold to govt

Petrobangla and British oil
and gas company Cairn Energy
are in disagreement over inter-
preting the method of calculat-
ing the price of sold from
the Sangu Gas to the gov-
ernment.

Sources said, the Ministry of
paid Cairn

for the Nangy gateoppliss
r the gas supplied in
July and August. The EHI sub-
mitted in dollars, amounts to
over 3 million US dollars.

During this period. Cairn
supplied Sangu's gas to
Bakhrabad Gas System's
glpe]lne (a subsidiary of

tro a) for 22 days in July
and nearly a month in August.
Cairn has supplied about 60
million cubic feet of gas per day
(mmcfd) during this period.

The Sangu gas tariff is fixed
under a formula taking the
[:ricf. of High Sulphur Fuel Oil
HSFO) sold in Singapore mar-
ket as the benchmark. As per
the Gas Purchase Sales Agree-

By Sharier Khan

ment (GPSA) signed between
Cairn and Petrobangla, the
Sangu gas price would be fixed
on quarterly basis and the
quarterly average price would
be 92.5 per cent of three month's
average price of HSFO,
Accordingly, Cairn submit-
ted its first bill of 1.6 million
dollars to Petrobangla a couple
of months ago. It calculated the
price at 2.25 dollars per unit of

Petrobangla wverified the
price in its own method and the
rice turned out to be a little
ower than Cairn's price. The
government paid Cairn's bill as
per Petrobangla's calculation.

Cairn objected to this calcu-
lation by Petrobangla, the
sources said,

Besides, Petrobangla de-
ducted 8 per cent of the gas price
as royalty for using
Bakhrabad's gas pipeline from
Chillimpur Gas Processing
Plant of the Sangu Gas field.

Contractually, Cairn was sup-
osed to supply gas to
akhrabad pipeline from Chit-

tagong city gate point. But as

Cairn has not finished setting

up pipeline between Chittagong

city gate and Chillimpur sta-
tion, it is currently usin

Bakhrabad’'s system on rent

basis.

Again, Cairn objected to
such deduction. It argued that 8
per cent of 60 mmcid gas sup-
plied from Sangu was too high a
price which was fixed unilater-
ally by Petrobangla.

This dispute is expected to
end very soon and Petrobangla
is holding a series of meeting
with Cairn regularly, the
sources said.

_'But the main dispute is over
determining the gas price,
Cairn has made the gas price
calculation as per its own in-
terpretation and Petrobangla
its own. Both feel that they are

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Implement East Baridhara,
Purbachal housing projects
without delay: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
officials concerned for the
s implementation of the
' chal’ and the east 'Barid-
hara’' residential projects of Ra-
jdhani {éjaaﬂﬂayan I{B%stfi-

ya , reports .
mﬁkl?t gave thﬂ directives while
presiding over the meeting on
progress and development of
various projects under the
Ministry of Works at her offi-
cial residence at Ganobhaban
in the city.

Sheikh Hasina also directed
the officials to restore original
canals while formulating an
development plans. She call

shelter plans for normal areas,
cyclone-prone and flood-prone
areas of the cnunt‘.lliy consider-

ing the h conditions
ngﬂh:—'w

keep highlands reserved for
shelters to the people
and the cattle during the time of

for rmpnrlng three categories of

 thiend- B0

natural calamities. She also
emphasised the need for river
dredging for navigation facili-
ties and rapid recession of flood
wilters.

The Purbachal Project hav-
ing 6,150 acres of land will be
distributed in the form of plots
while the East Baridhara Pro-

ject with 5,950 acres of land

will be given both as plots and
residential flats, the meeting
was told. -

There will be special plots
earmarked for the diplomatic

missions at East Baridhara
Frn&ect-
rime Minister Sheikh

Hasina asked the officials to
provide modern civic amenities
in those projects such as
schools, playground, hospital,
mosques, police outposts, fire
service stations and post office

md-hnﬁ\hgmkx. _
She also directed them to

give priority to the affected per-
See Page 12 Col 5

8 Comilla Board
staff charged with
SSC Exam

irregularities

COMILLA. Oct 1: Eight peo-
ple, including an assistant con-
troller of the Comilla Educa-
tion Board, have been charged
with involvement in malprac-
tice concerning the 1993 SSC
examinations, reports APB.

The permission for framing
the charges against the con-
cerned was granted by the office
of the Prime Minister.

The persons had alleredly
used fa?sc registration num-
bers, released false SSC number
sheets and PPCs.

The accused are: Assistant
Controller of Examinations
Abdul Hamid, upper division
assistants AKM Rezaul Karim
Bhuiyan and Abdul Mannan,
section officers Ayat Ali and

Abdul Latif-1, typist Shamsher

Ali, headmaster of Debidwar
Khalilpur High School Deen
Mohammad and assistant
headmaster of the school
Shafiqur Rahman.

According to the allegations,
the Debidwar High School au-
thorities, in tandem with the

See Page 12 Col 5

'US to cooperate

-Donors pledged $ 210m
. flood aid till Sept 30

no sitting after in sending back

jail killings'

u
’-"E?&I.‘.he injured, 11 were ad-
mitted to the Rajshahi Medical
Collegé Hospital and the rest

treated at different local clinics.

Jubo League
leader shot
dead at Natore

NATORE, Oct 1: A Jubo
League leader was shot dead al-
ly by his rival ﬂf.rt_}lrnmn in
ampur area e town
today, reports UNB.

Police said, supporters of a
faction of Jubo League, youth
front of the rul , sud-
denly attacked ur man
Kochi, 20, at 10 am while he was
returning home trom a hotel.

The assailants shot Kochi,
kaderhinf :nuther Ifntﬂnnhi::
point blank range leaving
dead on the spot. Previous en-
mity might be the cause of the
killing, police said.

Police nabbed four youths —
Ziaul, Siddique, Awal and
Bablu — from the spot in con-
nection with the and re-
covered arms from their pos-

Potice have been deployed in

olice have
the area to avert any untoward
situation.

Inside Today

Within My Head
Column: Do I Dare!

Iran and Bangladesh:
Fatwas and free -
speech; and let the dis-

tility in capi
flows: Kibria seeks
adequate int’l-level
arrangements to
contain effects
Russian govt mulls
over Soviet-era eco-
nomic plan
' | India, Pakistan lag on
reforms to ward off
crisis, says IMF
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GOING BACK TO HEIR ROOTS: Thousands of them came to towns and cities for succour
and shelter as floods washed away their homes and belongings in rural areas. The photo,
taken yesterday on the Buriganga near Kaliganj, shows a group of families from the low-

lying outskirts of the city on a boat ride back home.

- Star photo

AJM: Guns and goons glow

as workers groan

By Nazmul Ashraf and Ehsanul Haque

Terrorism and bad man-
agement go hand in hand at the
state-owned Adamjee Jute Mills
(AJM). Asia's largest jute manu-
facturing outfit. Chronic losses
over the decades have already
ml"’d“g I:?;rn piles nl:' firearms
posses its workers pose
the biggest threat.

The mills premises have be-
come a safe haven for armed
goons who now use sophisti-
cated l;t}r;a%s like AK-47 rifle
when t t each other,

But the authorities' move is
only confined to deployment of
police at the trouble-torn AJM,
where the conflicting labour

gnuiqu t yet another fierce
ttle on day. The clash

per cent of deaths worldwide are
caused by pollution and other
environmental factors and
climate change will make mat-
ters worse, Cornell University
scientists found in a study re-
leased yesterday. reports
Reuters.

After studying population
trends, climate change, increas-
ing pollution levels and emerg-
ing diseases, 11 graduate stu-
dent researchers led by Cornell
ecology Professor David

left one killed and some 150
injured. mostly bullet-hit. Huge
contingents of police, posted at
the tensed area, were not seen in
action to nab the culprits or re-
cover Lhe unauthorised arms
until yesterday.

Apparently concerned by the
grave situation; the jute min-
istry., which owns the AJM. is
learnt to have requested the
home ministry for a special
drive to free the mills from all
unauthorised arms. :

But the superintendent of
lice at Narayangani, ﬂlﬁ
Nooruddin, told The Dally Star
last night that he did not re-
ceive any directive from the
ministry for any such opera-

Life on earth is killing us’

WASHINGTON Oct 1: Forty

Piemnentel concluded "life on
earth is killing us.*

Increase temperatures
caused by global climate change
will further encourage growth
of human diseases and prod de-
velopment of new (linesses,
they wrote in the October 1998
journal Bioscience,

They predicted the millions
of people would become envi-
ronmental refugees forced to
flee their home areas in a des-
perate search for food.

More and more of us are liv-

tion.

Russian Automatic Kalash-
nikov-47 or AK-47 rifle and
Chinese rifles were among the
sophisticated guns reportedly
used during Monday's battle.
AK-47 guns have a 500-yard
range and spray 34 bullets at a
time, according to experts.

The SP further said he was
not aware of existence of such
sophisticated firearms at AJM
while ASP Emadul Haque dis-
closed to this paper that police
were investiga into the mat-
ter. "We've emplo ‘sources’
to know all about the AK-47 ri-
fle and its users at the AJM. We
may rald the hideouls of the

See Page 12 Col 3

ing in crowded urban ecosys-
tems that are ideal for the
resurgence of old diseases and
the development of new dis-
eases, wrote the author of the
report. |

We humans are further
stressed the disease prevalence
is worsened by widespread
malnutrition and the unprece-
dented increase in air water and
soll pollutants, he wrote.

o help address the problem
pnlic}rma.ﬁcrn should adopt fair
See Page 12 Col 6
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By Staff Correspondent

The judicial commission
that was {ormmed in connection
with the jail killings In
November 1975 "had no sitting.”
Justice KM Sobhan, one of the
members of the commission

said yesterday.
'1{8: three-member commis-

sion with Justice Ahsanuddin
Chowdhury as its head was
formed on November 5, 1975,
two days after the incident.
“The whole scenario had
changed when a counter coup
was staged on November 6,
during which Khaled Moshar-
raf and others were also killed,”
JumThSOh[;:]l;r agtid while talk-
to The ar,
ina"I am not sure whether the
vernment made any gazette
notification for dissolving the
commission.” Justice Sobhan
said in reply to a question.
Asked whether they had
asked the law ministry any-

See Page 12 Col 6

Send information
on flood damages,
requests NDMU

By Staff Correspondent

The newly formed "Nagorik
Dulglu Mokabila Udyog"”
(ND has requested members
of the public to send informa-
tion on damage caused by the
flood to its coordination centre
in the city to help it evaluate the

damage and prepare rehabilita-
tion programies.

Any person or group in-
n::'a.detir to support the post-flood
rehabilitation work is re-

uested to contact NDMU coor-

ination centre at 10, Eskaton
Garden, Dhaka or on telephone
number B36737. said a press re-
lease yesterday.

Information can also be sent
to the Grameen Trust, telephone
9005257-69, BRAC, telephone
884180-87 and Proshika, tele-

phone 805945-56.
See Page 12 Col 4

Rain due to

low over Bay

By Special Correspondent

A low, lying virtually sta-
tion in the west central and
adjoining south Bay near the
Andhra coast of India, induced
rains and drizzles in most parts
of the country yesterday.

As its stretched to the
north and southwestern Bay, it
influenced rains in a number of
places

Rains were reported from -

Patuakhali-11 mm, Khulna-2
mm, Mongla-3 mm, Satkhira-
71 mm, Jessore-23 min,
Ishurdi-2 mm. Rajshahi-25
mm, Bogra-8 mm, Dinajpur-1

See Page 12 Col 2

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said
Bangladesh received commit-
ments of 209.77 million US dol-
lars in cash ana kind as flood
aid from donor countries and
agencies till September 30, re-
ports UNB.

Of the pledged amount,
141.05 million dollars are food
aid, 58.57 million dollars in
cash and 10.15 million dollars
in kind.

Talking to newsmen on his
return from New York where he
led the Bangladesh delegation
to the 53rd UN General Assem-
bly session, Azad said, so far 27
countries pledged their full sup-

rt to the rnment's efforts

n overcoming the impact of
flood and in launr:hinglt € post-
flood rehabilitation plan.

He said the United States has
committed to give three lakh
metric tons of food grains in
addition to the previously
commitied four lakh metric

tons.

Azad said he had separate
meetings with the Foreign
Ministers of as many as 17
countries on the sidelines of the
UNGA session.

During the meetings, Azad
reiterated the appeal for imme-

" diate assistance for flood vic-

tims and the need for intensive
post-flood reconstruction and
rehabilitation works.

Referring to his meeting
with Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee, he said
he had stres the need for
conducting a scientific survey
to find out the causes of such
prolonged floods.

He said Vajpayee agreed that
such scientific survey would in-
deed be very helpful.

» He also met UN Secretary

General Kofi Annan and

thanked him for the support be-
ing extended to Bangladesh by

UN system. Annan assured
continued UN support. He also
accepled an invitation to visit
Bangladesh.

alleged killers'

Washington has assured
Dhaka that it would cooperate
in extraditing the persons ac-
cused in Bangabandhu Murder
Case who were reportedly hid-
ing in the United States.

This was stated by Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad on
his return yesterday from New
York where he held talks with
US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright on bilateral -
matters, reports APB. _

“l had detailed discussions !
with Albright on sending the .
killers of Bangabandhu back to
Bangladesh. She has given as-
surance of cooperation,” Azad
told a questioner at the Zia In-
ternational Airport.

Talking to overseas corre-
spondents here on Wednesday
on the same issue, US Ambas-
sador to Bangladesh John C
Holzman said that his country
had no extradition treaty with
Bangladesh.

When his atlention
See Page 12 Col 1
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