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Agassi surges
past Pioline

MUNICH, Sept 30 (Reuters/
Internet): Andre Agassi needed
just 37 minutes on Wednesday
to whitewash Cedric Pioline in
the shortest match in Grand
Slam Cup history

w::rldp numher eight Agassi,
who received a wild card for the
lucrative tournament for the
best performers in the year's
four grand slams, won his first
round match with embarrass-
ing ease. Frenchman Pioline,
who qualified for Munich by

MUNICH, Sept 30:
(AP): Flnail
she’ll get to ta e
that Porsche ac-
@ companies her at
tournaments.

Martina Hingis turned 18 Wed-
nesday.

“Bcl‘urc my mother had to
sign when | was asked to sign
something. Now | can sign on
m}r nwn

reaching the semifinals at the ngis could pick up another
French Open, became the first hmnd new Porsc ﬁc next week in
player to huw out of the 86.7 { Filderstadt, Germany, where
milﬁn event without winning tsh"ni‘;_ company is the main
Th: shortest match of the p,‘c"But Hingis could also lose
eight-year-old event had been | her No 1 ranking, which she
the 6-1. 6-2 demolition of has held since March 31, 1997,

After winning three of the
four Grand Slam tournaments
last {car (Australian Open,
Wimbledon and US Open) and
rcachlw the final of Lhe French
Open, Hingis captured only one
this year — the
tralia.

Since then, she has won only
three more titles, at Indian
Wells, Hamburg and Rome, and
she is being challenged by Lind-
say Davenport, who beat her In
the US Open final earlier this
month,

Her tournament singles
record is 45-10, and she
been beaten three times by Dav-
enport, and twice each by Venus

Dutchman Richard Kraji cck b
American MaliVai Washi
in the first round in 199-6

match lasted 46 minutes.

Who's the boss?

LONDON, Sept 30 [Reuters/
Internet). World soccer's ruling
body FIFA said on Wednesday it
had asked the Bulgarian Foot-
ball Union (BFU) to state who is
charge of the national game be-
fore two European champi-
nnshig qualifying matches next
mont

The FIFA request was made
after reports the government P
had revoked the BFU's licence,

rst one in Aus-

Bulgaria are due to play Eng-
land at Wembley on October 10
and Sweden at home in Bourgas

four days later.

The Bulg &rlan state commit-
tee nf}rﬂulh Lﬁ ysical education MUNICH, Sept 30:
and sports, the equivalent of a Jonas Bjorkman

rallied from a 5-1
deficit in the
opening set to de-
feat Tim Henman
7-5, 6-4, in the first men's
match of the 6.7 million dollars
Grand Slam Cup Tuesday,
reports AP.

Bjorkman saved three-set
points and broke Henman's
serve when the Briton commit-
ted a double-fault in the seventh
game.

The Swede, fresh off leading
his country into the Davis Cup
final, then rolled through the
next five games to clinch the
set. He broke serve again in the
fifth game of the second.

Bjorkman, currently No 13
on the ATP computer ranki
reached the quarterfinals of
two Grand Slam events this
year, in Australia and at the US
Open.

Henman's best Grand Slam
showing this year was at home,
when he reached the semifinals
at }‘;Vimhledun. He is ranked
11th.

sports ministry, said earlier
this month it had revoked the
BFU's licence and handed con-
trol of soccer to thc Profes-
sional Football

However, the B is the only
body recognised by FIFA to run
the sport in Bulgaria.

"We do not think the match
against England is not going to
take place.," said a FIFA
spokesman on Wednesday. "But
we are walting for a reaction
from them to know what the
situation is.

"It may be that any suspen-,
sion could be coming into effect
only after the match.”

The BFU was accused by the
government of failing to take
action in a doping case prior to
the World Cup finals.

Quinn recalled

DUBLIN, Sept 30 (Reuters/
Internet): Irish soccer coach
Mick McCarthy recalled Sun-
derland striker Niall Quinn on

Wednesday to his 20-man squad Earlier, top ranked Martina

for next month's Euro 2000 | Hingis opened the women's era

qualifying matches. in lucrative event by beating
In:f’1 5 travel to Belgrade to | Conchita Martinez 6-Z, 7-5.

The Swiss, who will cele-
brate her 18th birthday
Wednesday, needed one hﬂur
ahd 20 minutes t§ bvercorte the
26- jl‘:ar-uld E’Iﬁﬁ'afn:l and reach

3' Yugoslavia on October 10
then play Malta at home

fDLll' days lalcr

'Quinn has 63 caps to his
name and made his last ap-

Happy birthday Ht mgzs

Williams and Monica Seles.
Davenport is now only 26
points behind in the rankings
and could ca thun: the No 1 spot
in Fildersta
But right now, Hingis is too

MARTINA HINGIS

busy celebrating to worry about
the ran

One of her German sponsors
(Opel) is preparing "something

the semifinals of the women's
draw.

"l felt very well as a 17-year-
old for the last time,” Hingis
said.

"Tomorrow, 1 am one day
older, but that won't change
much. I've been getting rea
and waiting for thlu mnmrnl

JONAS BJ UHI\M .

pearance for Ireland in a one-
off international against Ar-
gentina in Dublin in April. He
scored for his English club side
against Norwich on Tuesday in
his comeback game following a
period of injury.

LONDON, Sept 30

Ireland got off to a flying [ritt-rmf:‘::gdh‘g:;-
start in their qualifying cam cessing tycoon
pau,n earlier this month wilh a Sergio Cragnotti

World Cup mmi-ﬁnalists Cma-
tia.

some return on his S111

} million investment on big-

A K Sayeedul Huq

SOUTH WAS UNREASONABLY AMBITIOUS
BUT THE DEFENCE FAILED TO TAI(E THE

ADVANTAGE!
(Hand # 108)

North

West
&8 :Q
YH: JBTX

&8 9BXXXX
YH EBX

*D . KXX

&C KB

East
458 K10
YHAK10X

+D: 887
&C:JTEXX

South (D)
&8 AJA7
YH Q8X
*D.AJ

& C AQEX

¢D:Q106XX

llﬂ:'lﬂ! __I

South West North East

1 Club* Pass | Diamond** 2 Diamonds
2 No Trumps Pass 3 Spades Pass

4 No Trumps Pass 5 Clubs Pass

5 Spades Pass Pass Pass

* Artificial, 18 or more HCP

** Antificial, showing 0-6 HCP

mmuuum&ummm I-lﬂnw.hnhn:l.:ﬂr
stopped at 5 Spades, a contract which hinged on the placement of
opponents’ cards. :
THE PLAY
Eﬂﬂpﬂdhkﬁ;ﬂlﬁ&ﬂmmﬁe%hhm.
he switched to the 10 of Clubs. The declarer won the trick in the closed
hand with the King and played a small Spade. When the 10 appeared

Club Queen but that was the end of the story for him. The declarer made
the hand as the Diamond Queen was in the finessable position.

| East was under the impression that the declarer had the Queen of Spades
for his bid of the suit. As he showed 0-6 HCP, the declarer had at best
mmn-uhmumuumm
the declarer could not avoid losing
that if partner did not have the King of Clubs, hwﬂlh“qﬂ
suit for eventual disposal of the Heart loser from the closed hand.

Sport

big, something special,” which
could result in lnuthtr car.
"1 don't know, it may be a big
media hype."
“I want to see tl‘u: soccer

match tomorrow ni nst
Manchester United, ingis
said.

The Champions' League

match between Bayern Munich

and Manchester United is being

E]l next door to the tennis
at the Olympic stadium.

"l will definitely be there.”

H

!:ﬁn}rbe on Thursday 1 will
have the opportunity to have a
quick look at the Oktoberfest.”

” Andﬁi;nt in case .lll'jclm out

of poc money while
out the beer and the Bim
wurst, Hingﬁl could end her
week in unich earning
800,000 dollars — the first-
place prize for women at the Ju-
crative Grand Slam Cup — after
three matches.

Just by clearing the first
hurdled, a 6-2, 7-5 over
Conchita Martinez on Tuesday,

earned s at least 200,
dollars.
“It's really a great tourna-

ment | would say. There are no
ﬁointu to win so you can really

ave fun playing,” Hingis said.”
"Of course, there's always the
money, which isn't bad for
three matches.”

rs,” Hingis said.
Eight women are participat-
for the first time since the

introduction of the tournament

for two

in 1990 and Hingis got the hon-
our of playing the first match.

Hingis also beat Martinez in
the final of the Australian
to win her only Grand Slam ti-
tle of the year, and again earlier
this month in leading Switzer-
land to the Fed Cup ti

The tournament nominally
brings together players with the
best records in the four Grand
Slam events of the year — the
Australian, French and US
Open and Wimbledon.

But three men's Grand Slam
champions of the year have de-
cided to skip the tournament
despite ils huge prize money —

Wimbledon ¢liaupion and top-
ranked Pete Sampras. US Open
champion Patrick Rafter and
Carlos Moya. the French Open
champion.

Only Australian Open
champion Petr Korda is among
the 12 men here.

The women are fully repre-
sented., with Monica Seles the
only absentee from the top
ranks. Seles refuses to Elay in
Germany since her stabbing in
a tournament in Hamburg in

1993.
In the final match of the dn}r

name players when Lazio battle
to stay in the European Cup
Winners' Cup on Thursday.

Having splashed out in as-
sembling a classy squad in the
close season, Cragnotti must
have hoped that Lazio would be
among the front runners to
usurp cup holders Chelsea.

But after labourin
draw at home to
Sports in the first leg two weeks
ago the Italian club travel to
Switzerland in danger of mak-
glg an embarrassing first round

t

toa l-1
ausanne

Lazio go into the maich
without suspended Yugoslav
midfielder Dejan Stankovic,
cup tied striker Christian Vieri
and Croatl striker Alen Boksic,

defender Alessandrp Nesta and

Spanish refs’
solidarity

MADRID, Sept 30 [Reuters/
Internet): Spanish first and
second division referees and
referees’ assistants decided on
Wednesday to donate their en-
tire wages from one weekend's
work to help one .of their
stricken colleagues.

Carlos Sanz, who last season
was a Spanish first division
linesman, recently contracted
hepatitis C and requires an ur-

ent liver transplant. Sanz will

nefit to the tune of 9,110,400
pesetas (560,055) from the F:n-
erosity of his fellow officia

ﬁm&tomova-

APPIANO GENTILE, Italy,
Sept 30: Inter Milan cannot
field their injury-hit star
Ronaldo until mid-October,
coach Gigi Simoni sald Tues-
day, reports AFP.

The Brazilian ace is suffer-
ing from tendon trouble in both
knees and has not only been
rcuhl:d I;.Il of > t's E

mpions e tie against
Sturm Graz hu.t‘:hn Sunday’s

Serie A game .
soccer to a halt
the fo as Italy
playing a Eu Cham-

glnmhlp qualifier against
witzerland at Udine on Octo-

ber 10.

“I'm sorry about it, but not
over-worried,” said Simoni.
"Ronnie had this inflammation

after the World Cup finals, but

ing serious and | think he will
be fully fit when the champi-

onship re-starts.”

Inter's first match after the
break is tial title
rivals Lazio on ber 18 at

San Siro.

l Record not on
| Healy's mind

i RAWALPINDI,

Pakistan.

Sept 30 (AFP): The prospect of
becoming cricket's most suc-
cessful wicketkeeper is an
added incentive for Australia's
lan H ahead of the first Test

_éll_ﬁnln akistan starting here
ursday.

The 33-year-old Healy needs
three more victims to over-
fellow-Australian
Marsh's world record of 35
dismissals in 96 Tests.
"It is just another little bit of
ressure, another little chal-
but my main thought is
about contributing to my team's
success. If we beat Pakistan |
am going to get my score of
dismi s.” Healy said.
and u:-p:: 1 L his 10
behind Test y has
caught n;ti:?m tsmen and
"l never really even thought
much about the world record
until 1 got near the 300 mark
Now | am definitely looking
forward to it but | make sure it
doesn’t Elay on my mind.”
Heal
Auﬂrﬂim wicketkeeper
thinks enjoyment the key to
productivity.
"One should en ﬁwlhmgs to
the hilt and that's SUCCESS
can be achieved.” he said.

Felix Mantilla outplayed Nico- Four years a
go Healy lell
las Escude 6-3. 6-3 tp reach “"" Pakistan injured and regretting
last eight. a missed stumping of Inzama-
mul Haq that cost Australia the

Lazw face a test of character

Spanish midfielder Ivan De La
Pena. all injured.
But Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved thinks the team will
ive Cragnotti some return on
is huge investment in Lau-
sanne.
"It won't be easy for us as a O-
0 draw will see them through.”
Nedved said. "But | expect a
show of real character from us.”
Roberto Mancini, 33, steps
in alongside Chilean Marcelo
Sala in attack for Lazio, while
Argentine Matias Almeyda and
Portugal's Sergio Conceicao

come in lor De La Pena aml
Stankovic respectively.

Injured Swiss international
miﬁ:ll;:ld;r E]hrlsm he Ohrel
wi the only regular missing
from the Lausmncgs:dc

English premier league
Chelsea also face the pmslxﬂ n!'
:lnl unmmfua:;t_lahlc evening

elsingbor er stru in ln a
1 Dwinln%hclr hn::rnn:qgl .

Chelsea, like I...azm packed
with high-profile players, must
have fancied their chances of
becoming the first side to retain
the Lrnghy considering this sea-
son's threadbare field.

The fitness of combative
midfielder Dennis Wise could be
a significant factor in the hold-
ers progressing further. He is
winning his fight to shake off a
knee inju

Hrlsinr{or will be locking
to Nnrwrgia.n Id Stavrum to

provide the firepower to embar-
rass Chelsea. :

Karachi Test by a single wicket.

"1 have e this stumping
20,000 times since but I missed
the one that counted,” Healy
lamented later,

Four years on Healy is virtu-
ally certain to leave Pakistan
with a world record.

"It will be fantastic tu over-
take Rod Marsh who has been
my all time favourite behind
the stumps.” Healy remarked.

It was in Pakistan that
Healy started his Test career in
the 1988-89 season. Injury to
Peler Anderson gave Healy.
with just six first matches
to his name, a chance to board
the plane to Pakistan. Since
then Healy has become the
world number one.

le and accurate. Healy
has linished with 24 or more
victims in a series on three oc-
casions. Only Marsh and En-
glishman Jack Russell, with 28
and 27 victims respectively,
have claimed more victims in a
series.

In 1993 Healy recorded 63
victims in 15 Tests in a calen-
dar year - still a record, beating
the s feat of the West In-
dian r Jefl Dujon'’s 55 vic-
tims set in 1984.

A student of sports science
and physical education, Healy
has missed just one out of the
104 Tes Enj,red by Australia

Thc Shane Warne-Heal
combination has emulate
Dennis Lille-Marsh pairing and
it is Healy's all-round ability to
keep wickets on all types of

I bowlin Lﬁelhal places him cul

Fiorentina's German international Joerg Heinrich (R) tries to keep
Hajduk Split player prepares to challenge during their UEFA Cup first round second leg
encounter at Split on September 29, The game ended 0-0 giving Fiorentina a 2-1 aggrega

win.

ssion while a

te
—AP/UNB photo

DHAKA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1998

@

{ Demluun HLal Betis' Hru.-:lll.:m superstar, about to t.ake a shot during the UEFA Cup flirst

round second leg fixture against Danish side Vejle BK at Sevilla on September 29.

— AFP photo

German clubs stage comebacks

LONDON, Sept 29
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): VIB Stuttgart

completed a

Fiorentina, who have won
their o g three matches in
Serie A and are the team in
Italy, were held to a 0-0 draw by
Hajduk Split in Croatia but

a second in the 70th minute

thr h Kristijan Djordjevic,

to be heading out on the

awag goal rule.
ut

' thrilling recove with injury time bein
with 5?15 in ul:J'r played Bobit, v.{rhlg had hit thg went th 2-}1:}“: tli:l

ime goal by striker Pr jc st a minute earlier, scram- However, Sc » Who
to win 3-0 at Feyenoord and se- led the ball home to give Won this competition in 1996-
cure a 4-3 ate victory in  Stuttgart a memorable victory. 97, were the first su Cn
the UEFA Cup first roun Werder, beaten 2-0 in Nor-  alties of the night. losing on
Tuesday. way, pu lled level on aggregate Penalties to Slﬂﬂﬂ

Werder Bremen. who have through Raphael Wic ]I and Slavia defeated Schalke 1-0
made the worst start to a Bun- ,\ndrg Wiedener (70). The supe- in the second leg with a 17th
dtlll season in their history, rior fitness of the German side minute Richard Dostalek goal

ought back from a first I
ddﬂt to beat Brann Ber

after extra time and go t
4-2 on le. g gh
Girondins Bordeaux. the

French league leaders, were an-
other team to leave it late,

winning 2-1 at Rapid Vienna for

that levelled the aggregate score
at 1-1.

There were no goals in extra
time and Slavia went through
5-4 on penalties. Schalke won
the UEFA Cup on penalties
against Inter Milan in 1997 and
reached the quarter-finals last

told in extra time with Yuri
Maximov (101) and Norwegian

striker Havard Flo (110) deliv-
ering the knockout blows.

In Metz both teams had a
man sent off -- David Regis of
Metz went after 51 minutes and
Goran Drulic of Crvena Zvezda

' season.
:a::m?m ﬂfiéﬁﬁ?fhﬂh o4 ’hlf'*"""“ the red card a Among other casualties on a
minute from time. -

ciding goal three minutes from There was 110 dip-up lor Ba: night of 31 matches were Por

Lime.

tuguese giants EForLIng Lisbon,

glish league leaders Aston Villa who were unable to overturn

- orwegian part- their home 2-0 first leg defeat
ﬁ‘:uﬂg:? i {:'bf:ﬁ"thc rivals  timers Stro set 3-0 for a 6- by Bologna. losing 2*1g to the
Zvezda Belgrade 2- ?fmrr;;? %taﬂﬂrégﬁlt vicmhry.tt:'n?nﬁcs to a Italians and going out 4-1 on

an Collymore hat-trick. a te.
f:,’:,i;ﬂ.’:u?md”;ﬂ; E;aunnc ”:c Liverpool also cruised gg:lr'hcgca Italians were shaken
after extra time and wﬂ:n'; through to the second round. when Leandro pulled one back
Zvezda won 4-3 on pcnalties. crushing 1FC Kosice 5-0 for an for S rtin aficr 65 minutes,
Stuttgart, mnncﬁfu in last g.ﬂl Eﬁﬂﬂntg jucccus. Robbie but a bounced back to
season's European Cup Winners' owler |2) a amie Redknapp win with ate goals from Carlo

Cup Final. needed all their Eu-
ropean experience Lo rescue the
tie after losing the first Irg 3-1
al home two weeks ago

The

uperm!rﬁi: sSCor
ter ﬂﬁrmlnulcs throu h%&
simir Balakov but, aItcr adding

(2) spearheaded Liverpool's

Nervo (68 Giuse Sig-
whitewash with Paul Ince © {08).an e e

nori, who scored with a 90t

adding the other. minute alty,

But Blackburn's involve- italians Parma also went
meertt ended after their 2-2 draw *  through, overturning a 1-0 first
in France with Ol que Lyen leg deficit- against kish.side
who went through 3-2 on aggre- Fenerbahee 1o win 3-1 on the

gate. night and 3-2 on aggregate.

ROME, Sept 30

jollcd I:‘rz' a report

that a pusmve doping test in-
volving a first division soccer
match was covered up and
falsified.

The report splashed on the
front-page nf Milan's Corriere
della Sera said a random dop-

test was carried out on the

¢ of a Udinese player after a
match with Roma on January
4. Udinese won 2-1.The player,
who was not named, tested posi-
tive for a banned substance,
identified only as a stimulant.

The technician at the CONI

rtlaj laboratory in Rome

carried out the test told
a superior. But the superior told
the technician to keep his dis-
covery quiet, the paper said.

The same technician later
discovered that a second test
tube which contained more of
the same player's urine for a
cross check had been tampered
with.

Its seal was broken in viola-
tion of standard procedures and
the results of the test disap-
peared, Corriere said.

The revelations appeared
bound to intensify the storm
over flawed doping tests in
Italy’'s premiere division, They
appeared two days after the
sudden resignation of Mario
Pescante, embattled president
of the Italian Olympic Commit-
tee (CONI), following the biggest

'Doping report rocks Italy

doping probe in Italian soccer ing paper and one of the coun-

on Wednesday's morming's news
bulletins, predicted that heads
of other sporting authorities
may face the sack and that the
government may appoint a spe-
cial commissioner to run CONI.
which oversees all sport in

ltalg.
orriere, [taly's largest-sell-

Hasselbaink

softens his
threat

LONDON, Sept 30 (Reuters/
Internet): Dutch international
striker Jimmy Floyd Hassel-
baink on Wednesday retracted

(Reuters/ Inter- history. try’'s most authoritative, said
net): The [talian [talian radio, reporting the the lab technician to Turin
sports world was  Corriere article 2s the lead item magistrate Rafaelle Guarinello

recounted the episode.

Guarinello has been con-
ducting a criminal inquiry into
doping allegations in Italian
SOCCeT,

Asked by reporters for a
comment as he was entering his
office in Turin. Guarinello in-
dicated he would have no im-
mediate comment on the report.

Udinese said it was waiting
for executives to arrive before
making a comment and a
spokesman for the Italian soc-
cer federation said a statement
may be issued later.

Corriere said top soccer au-
thorities knew CONI's proce-
dures for doping tests were sus-
pect but did nothing about it.

"Guarinello uiscovered that

his threat to quit Leeds United the top authorities in Italian
should manager George Graham soccer knew but kept quiet.” the
move to Tottenham Hotspur as newspaper said.

expected.

“If the next man comes in
and wants to build a team to
win things | will sign a six-year
contract tomorrow,” Hassel-
baink said on the team’'s tele-

Pescante's head was the first
to roll over the doping contro-
versy, which dominated the
sports press this summer,

“1 want to restore calm to an
organisation caught up in an af-

phone club call.
"It all depends on what is $o- fair which seems to me lo have
ing to happen. It is the same for  been blown out of proportion,
bodp Pescante told reporters when he
e 25-year-old Dutchman, Tre cd
who jﬂincd Leeds from Por- . in which Guar-
tuguese side Boavista for 2.0 inello ucstmned top players in
million unds (S$S3.4 million) the Italian team, followed alle-

15 months ago, said only two
days earlier Graham's ru-
moured departure would make

ations by Roma coach Zdenek
man that drug-taking was
rife in Serie A soccer.
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