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LONDON, Sept 28 (Reuters/
Internet): Wisden editor
Matthew Engel has adjusted his
world championships stand-
ings after outraged New Zealan-
ders claimed the present system
unfairly discriminated agalnnt
their team.

New Zealand had been
ranked ninth and last behind
Zimbabwe despite beating them
2-0 in their latest senies this

In an article in Wisden
Cricket Monthly, Engel said
tw ints would still be
ed for winning a series

:md one for drnwlr:_ﬁ
Butidnstead of the standings
determined on the differ-

tween the number of se-
layed and the points
ﬁd e table would now be
. on the average number of
points gained per series.

"New Zﬂﬂluldr.ra have com-
plained bitterly and they have a
case,” Engel said. "Decimal

ints are horrid, but injustice

s worse."
Revised (tabulated

undcr playcd ;{mnts avtm%:l

ﬂE-‘l

2 West Indjea 17 1.31
3. South Africa 14 17 1.21
4. Pakistan 13 15 1.15
5. India 14 15 1.07
6. Sri Lanka 16 15 094
7. England 14 10 071
8. NewZealand 16 8 050
9. Zimbabwe - 10 4 040

Asian TT
starts

OSAKA, Japan, Sept 28:
North Koreans warned they aim
to be a renewec force in world
table tennis when they returned
to the Asian Championships
here today. reports AFP.

The women's team, led by
Kim Hyon-Hui, beat Kaza-
khstan 3-0 as North Korea
made their first appearance in
three Asian Championships.

"We had already taken part
in the Atlanta Olympic Games
and the World Cham pionships.
Even though it is the ﬂrst time
in three championships for us,
we don't feel any disa I.afe
said team captain An Yo

"Since we decided to l:nm[)e
in the chmnﬁiunships people
my country cxpecung
us to do well. I hope we can get a
medal, of course, the gold is the
best." added An.

North Korea stayed awa
from the mnﬂntn event
ter the 1992 championships in
New Delhi.

When they visited Japan for
the 1988 championships, they
quit the event halfway through,
blaming the Japaneae govern-
ment, which stopped them join-
ing a party of Korean residents
in Japan.

But North and South Korea
fielded a joint squad that won
the team title at the 1993 World
Championships in Chiba, and
returned to the same city for the

ualilzl g round for the At-
lanta Olympics in 1996.

In Osaka, North Korea lined
up three women who finished
second to China at the World
Championships last year in
Manchester in their opening tie
against Kazakhstan.

“l was not nervous in the be-
ﬁjnnjng I was just not ready for

e game mentally, because it
was lhl'.': first matc ." said Kim,
19. who shrugged off a slow
start to beat Yelena Pereverzeva
21-14, 21-9 in the women's
Group B tie.

i Bok-Sun followed her
with a 21-10, 21-15 win over
Elmira Zainabudinova and Tu
Jung Sil completed a 3-0 vic-

ry in the best-of-five battle
bealin% ‘U’al:ntina Uspanova
21-12. 21-1

|

ASIA'S TORCHBEARER: Peru
against Lazio during a Serie A

ia's Japanese international Hidetoshi Nakata in full cry

ixture on Sunday. The game ended 2-2.

— AP/UNB phnt,u

ROME. Sept 28

(Reuters/ Internet)

Giu
a rare

as Inter M an

came from behind

lo beat nine-man Empoli 2-1
and maintain their unbeaten
start’ to the Serie A season on
Sunday. Nicola Ventola hit the
Inter winner.

. Lazio struggled again, twice
having to fight back [rom a goal
down to earn a 2-2 draw at
newly-promoted Perugia.

Japanese Hidetoshi Nakata
scored for the home side while
Lazio's Roberto Mancini was
sent off [or dissent.

Calgiari, also promoted last
season, hammered Sampdoria
5-0 in a stormy match which
saw two Sampdoria players
sent off.

Inter had entered their
match at Empoli in hesitant
mood after failing to impress in
their opening two league
matches and their Italian and
European Cup ties They were
knocked backwards almost
immediately when Empoli took
the lead through 20-year-old
Christian Bucchi after just four
minutes.

Bucchi, making his Serie A
f‘l:but. rose above the Interde-
ence to meet a deep cross and-

pe Bcrguml |

Inter’ s hard-fought vmtory

fired a header past Ginnlunn
Pagliuca. The ltal oalkeepe
got a hand to the b but r:uuld

unl;i( p it into the net.

he match turned Inter’'s
way on 24 minutes when Em-
poli's experienced captain and
central defender Daniele Bal-
dini was sent off for a second
bookable offence-- a foul on In-
ter winger Francesco Moriero.
Moriero swung in the resulting
free kick and ﬁ omi, shuudng_
more sangfroid than his op
site number Baldini, powered a
header past goalkeeper Matteo
Serend.

Inter took the lead hefnr:
halftime when pre-season si
ing Nicola Ventola collect
ball inside the edge of the hux
and stroked it across Sereni
and inside the far post.

Sereni's match ended early
when he was sent off for dissent
three minutes from time, forc-
ing midfielder Pierpaolo Bisoli
to play in goal until the final
whistle.

Inter's victory lifted them
into fourth place after three
matches -- a point clear of
champions Juventus, who lost
1-0 at Parma on Saturday. and

two behind leaders Fiorentina,
3-1 winners at the San Siro.
“After they-scored we went

to fouls and one of thcm lu

all out in attack. Th

resulted in a sending ofl Inter
coach Luigi Simoni said. "Inter
have never won here before. It's
always a difficult ground to
come to and win."

Winning is just what Lazio
cannot do, as their coach Sven
Goran Eriksson lamented after
Sunday's stormy draw.

"Three league 'games this
season and three draws. We al-
ways seem to be close to victory

and we were tﬂday but un-
fortunately we can't find a win-
ner,” he said.

With the score at 1-1 shortly
before halftime, Lazio fans be-
hind their ®wn goal threw tear
gas cannisters on to the pitch.
engulfing it in smoke and
causing the match to be sus-
pended for four minutes.

The start of the second half
was delayed by 10 minutes
while the smoke lifted and po-
lice restored order. Nakata re-
stored Perugia's lead with a goal
which Lazio claimed should not
have been allowed because of an
earlier clash in the build-up.

Mancini was sent off for ar-
ﬁjin g with the referee. Sinisa

ihajlovic then equalised with
one of his trademark curling
free kicks from 30 metres. -

Villarreal thrive on Romanian recruit

MADRID, Sept 28
(Reuters/ Inlcr-
net): Villarreal
striker Gheorghe
Craioveanu is as
surprised as any
one is by his great start to the
Spanish league season.

The Romanian interna-
tional switched from title hope-
fuls Real Sociedad to the first
division newcomers over the
summer and he was expecting a
tough start to the campaign.

ut two goals on Sunday
made it four in four games for
the 30-year-old, and set Villar-
real on their way to a 5-0 vic-
tory over Salamanca and 12th

place in the table.

AKSayeedulHuq
SOUTH MADE AN AMBITIOUS BIDDING
| (Hand # 106)
[North
a8 X
West $H XXX [East
48 Q109 e o8 8
vH 876 | 2CARQIIE L L en:xiiae
$D: AIDBXX oD Q98
4C: XX South (D) 4C 9876X
48 AKJTBXXX
VH: AQX
*D X
&C X
Bidding: Both sides were vulnerable
South West North East
| Spade Pass 2 Clubs Pass
3 Spades Pass 4 Diamonds Pass
4 No Trumps Pass 5 Diamonds Pass
6 Spades Pass Pass Pass

South picked up an extraordinary hand with eight cards in Spades and
singleton in both the Club and Diamond suits. He almost made up his
mind to bid a slam if partner showed some strength, On one Spade bid
and rebid when partner bid Clubs and Diamonds he was virtually seeing
‘2 Grand Slam, However when he checked Aces, he found one of them
missing. Reluctantly, he settled for six Spades.

THE PLAY

West, who was (0 initiate the lead against six Spades, listened carefully to
the bidding It appeared to him that the declarer was holding a long
Spade suit and as his partner did never support him, the dummy would
have at best one or two low Spades. Hence, his Queen of Spades was
definitely a trick for the defence. The declarer must have the Ace of
Hearts. The lone Ace shown by North must be the Club Ace. It was
therefore mandatory for West to cash the Ace of Diamonds, because, if
the declarer could win the lead somehow, he was sure to slap the losing
Diamond (if he had any) on Clubs. West therefore led the Diamond Ace
Hu“hﬁhmwlﬂlm;umhhﬂmw the
setting trick was the Queen of Spades.

m“ﬂmﬁMhmmm“m“Mlﬂ
partner did never support him. It was the long Spade suit that blinded

him. His partner graciously pointed out that it was his bad luck that West
had the Ace of Diamonds. With any other lead South could make his

Mhﬁﬂmm
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'l hadn't dreamed of starting
the season like this,~
Craioveanu said on Monday.
"But | hope the run carries on
for a long time."

"] said when 1 came here that
I'd take the responsibility for
scoring goals and I'd respond to
the faith everyone put in me. |
think four goals in four games
is a way to start.”

Villarreal's victory has

iven the table a topsy-turvy
ook about it, with Craiveanu's
old club Real Sociedad in bot-
tom place and star-packed Real
Betis just one above them.

Although Real Madrid are
leading after their hard-fought
3-2 victory at Athletic Bilbao.
the next two places are occupied
by Real Zaragoza and Mallorca.
hardly glamour clubs.

Sociedad’'s 4-1 defeat by
Atletico Madrid on Saturday
left them with a goals conceded
tally of 10 after just four games,
their worst delensive display
since 1983.

International midfielder
Francisco de Pedro acknowl-
edged on Monday the team's
morale has been hit.

"The team is low at the mo-
ment and it's starting to show
in the way we're playing. Bul
we've got to give everything and
raise mnralc to beat the next
team.”

Their next league game is at
home to Deportivo Coruna, who
turned in a battling perfor-
mance to beat Espanyol 1-0 on

Sunday.

Rtal Betis, who could only
draw 1-1 at home to newly-
promoted Extremadura on Sat-
urday. have a much tougher
clash next week as they travel
to the Bernabeu to take on Eu-
ropean champions Real
Madrid.

Guus Hiddizk's side have
been electric so far this season
and Betis will have lo raise
their game if they are to come
away with anything.

Another insipid perfor-
mance against Extremadura
had coach Vicente Cantatore
talking in riddles on Monday.

“There isn't a problem, be-
cause if there was a problem I
wouldn't be here," he said. "The
only real problem are the re-
sults.”

But the most likely result of
another Betis defeat next week
would be an early exit for Can-
talore.

——— e

Div Il soccer

Jatrabari Krira Chakra and
Motijheel T&T Club won their
respective matches in the
Metropolis Second Division
football league at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur yesterd é ports UNB.

Jatrabari K heal Mirpur
Cit a soli

Club goal.

otijheel T&T Club defeated
little Friends Club also by same
margin.

South Korea's Ryu Ji Hye

Sport

Lazio fans
run riot

MILAN, Sept 28: Lazio face a
heavy fine this week after ei hl
of th:ir fans were arrested,

people were injured and a scriea
nl‘ elays caused durinﬁ their

at Perugia, r

garilcl eight arrested and one of
the injured, who suffered a
15¢m cut down his neck, were
Lazio fans. Three policemen
were injured, along with a
Lebanese man who was attacked
by a Lazio supporter ‘while
queuing for a

Two cars were also damaged
and the visiting supporters had
to have a police escort to the

station on Sunday night, during
which the eight alleged trou-

blemakers were spotted and ar-

rested by anti-hooligan
Tear gas used during scuffles

at the ground prompted the ref-
eree to suspend the end of the
first half for four minutes,
s also caused the
of start 10 minutes

police.

while tear
second h
late.

The Iincidents inside and
outside the Perugia ground will

be rcpurted to the I‘mlball fed-
eration's disciplinary commit-
tee and a substantial fine is ex-

cted to follow. The match
shed 2-2.

Burley calls
few Celtic
mates cheats

GLASGOW,
Internet): Celtic's Craig Burley
has sparked a storm at- th:
Glasgow side by claiming some
of his team maltes are cheating
the club.

The Scotland lntcrnallnnal
accused other Parkhead players
of hiding in the treatment room
instead of ting on the pitch
to help the troubled league
champions out of their current

slump. ’
Celtic fought out a 1-1 draw
at home to Hearts on Saturday

and currently lie fifth in the
caﬁur wllhdu-l 10 nts from
matches --

ve off the
Burlcy"l outburst came just
24 hours before Celtic face Vito-
ria Guimares in a UEFA Cup
first round second leg match.
Celtic lead 2-1 from the first
match in Portugal a fortnight
ago, one of only two games in
the last 10 they have won.
Burley, who has taken over
as captain from injured Tom
Boyd -- whom he absolves of
any blame -- said: “There are
certain playe;rl at this club who
could be doing a bit more.

“| don't mean that in a disre-

| way because there are a

lot of boys playing with in-
juries.

“There are a lot of honest
people doing everything they
can but it is‘di inting that
there are others who are sitting
in the treatment room.”

Kenyans
triumph

USTER. Switzerland. Sept
28: Paul Koech of Kenya won the
men’'s world half-marathon -
tle here on Sunday, reports
AFP.

Koech's compatriot Tegla
Loroupe won the women's race
as the Kenyans completed a
double in the 68-nation, 21.1
km race around the Greifensee
Lake.

Koech, 29, made his break in
the middle of the race to very
quickly open up a gap of about
150m.

He said afterwards: "After
that, I only had to consolidate
my lead and my situation was
really very comfortable.”

He own by 23 seconds from
South Africa's Hendrick Ra-
mala and Morocco's Khalid
Skah was third.

In the men's team competi-
tion, South Africa came first
with Kenya second and
Ethiopia third.

The race was closer in the
women's but Loroupe [inally
managed to retain the title she
won last year in Kosice. Slo-
vakia.

She left it till the penulti-
mate kilometre to pull away
from South African Elana
Meyer. who finished second.
and Romania's Lidia Simon
was third.

In the women's team event,
Kenya came first. Romania was
second with Spain third.

==

Sept 28 (Reuters/ | |

DHAKA

LONDON, Sept 28(
Reuters/Internet):
An [talian back-
lash can be expec-
CHAMPIONS ted when Europe's

LEACUE club competitions
resume this week, with Inter
Milan and Juventus in par-
ticular out to

kick-start their campaigns
after faltering starts.

Neither team won their
opening Champions’ League
match a fortnight ago. and with
only the top side in each of the
six grque guaranteed to
progress they cannot afford to
drop more points on Wednes-
day.

Inter, who went down 2-0 at
current European Cup holders
Real Madrid, will be hoping
Brazilian Ronaldo overcomes a
knee injury to show his worth
in what is on paper their easiest
home game in Ercmp C against

Austrian team Sturm Graz but
there is some doubt Ronaldo
will be fit in time.

The Italians will be without
Salvatore Fresi, Nigerian

f"*
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Italians aim to restore pride

Taribo West and Francesco
Colonnese through suspension.
Champions Juventus, last
ear s lusin% finalists, were
t‘]d 2-2 at home by Turkish
team Ga]alnaray lm time out
but they will not have any easy
task in Trondheim agﬂnut
Nurwc%an side Rosenbor
group B. Juve will be wi nut
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi, sus-
pended after being sent off
again at Galatasaray.
Real will need to be on their
ﬁmrd when they visit Spartak
oscow, who won impressively
a fortnight ago against Sturm.
Probably the game of the
night will tal-u: lace in Bavaria
when Bayern Munich play host

to England's Manchester
United.
The match will evoke

painful memories for the En-
ish club whose team of Busby
abes was all but wiped out at
Munich in the Air Disaster of
1958. On F:brumﬁ' 6, 1958, their
lane on a refuelling stop after
nited had p lacd a European
Cup match in Belgrade the pre-

ITUVESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1998

vious day, crashed on take-off

killing 23 p:nplc includin

1: Fli ally, despite B .
onic a

and United -t

giants in the years since ;
they have never met in Euro-
pean competition and this will
be the first match United have
ever played in the city.

Bayern slum to a shock
defeat by Danish team
in their game but have
been in form domesti-
cally, winning their first six
matches.

United, held 3-3 at home by
Barcelona in their o pening
grou Dmaich.rmuph'

ed.neldls‘l trip with an
impressive 2- over Liv-

erpool last will
hmgmw%
Butt, whnm-mt:llw
Barca.

Panathinaikos, mpdthwp
E. will face a stiff test of their
credentials against English
champions Arsenal, as will
B , who lead Group D, at
hmmm

A

Action from the Spanish Premier leaguc¢ match between Salamanca and Villarreal at
Villarreal on September 27. The locals thrashed Salamanca 5-0. -

— AFP photo

- LONDON, Sept 28
: [Reutess/Internet)
. . Sheffield Wed-
nesday’'s Italian
striker Paglo Di
Cando was char-
ﬁtd on Monday with miscon-
ct for pushing a premier
referee to the
"Di Canio has today been
charged with misconduct for
his reported assault on referee
Paul Alcock.” the Football As-
sociation (F.A.) said after study-
ing the referee's official report
about the Wednesday v Arsenal
match on Saturday."He has 14
days to respond and to request a
personal hearing,” it said.
adding the F A intended to hold
a disciplinary committee
hearing as soon as possible.
The Italian pushed Alcock
after he was shown the red card
for his invdlvement in a 44th
minute brawl at Hillsborough
in Wednesdays 1-0 victory.
Wednesday immediately sus-
pended him, a move that was
applauded by the F.A. on Mon-
day. Di Canio's offence was the
worst in England against a ref-
eree for many seasons.

Gordon Taylor, head of the
Professional Footballers" Asso-
ciation, suggested that the inci-
dent coul the final nail in

Di Canio's career at Wednesday.

"I think there's a problem

with him at the club and I think

it might see a parting of the
he told BBC radio.

o‘r referee David Elleray
called for tough sanctions
L&atnat Di Caniu and warned

at there was a growing trend
of assaults on match officials.

“Everyone will expect the
F.A. [(Football Association) to
deal with this appropriately but
firmly."

Elleray. involved in a simi-
lar incident last season when

F.A. Charges Di Canio

Newcastle United's David Batty
pushed-him, said there werg 400
assaults on referees g year
local lea football: He classi- -
fied the Di Canio incident as as-
sault. "What happens in the
premiership is repeated in
parks up and down the coun-
"he said. "Enough is mnugh.
is cannot be toleratec.”

Di Canio, who played for
Italian clubs Lazio, Juventus,
Napoli and AC Milan before

muvi% to Celtic in 1996,
joined Wednesday from the
Scﬂttlsh club in 1997. The

er flew to Rome on Sunda
d.li English newspapers quo
him as supﬁcsﬁng Alcock had
nw:r reacte
| pushed the referee in the
stomach and he took three or
four backward steps before
fa]ling over like someone div-
ing to win a penalty,” the for-
mer AC Milan and Celtic player
said.

"When my hearing comes up.
| will get the best lawyer I can to
bring up the extenuating cir-
cumstances.” The Sun quoted
the striker, who was charged
with misconduct last year lor
baring his buttocks on the field
after scoring, as saying that Al-
cock "looked like someone

who was ac 3

The incident at Hillsborough
capped a depressing disci-

hn weekend for British

ootball with a total of 21 play-

ers sent off in England and
Scotland.

Di Canio's a~tion drew in-
evitable comparisons with
Manchester United striker Eric
Cantona's spectacular assault
on a heckling spectator at Crys-
tal Palace four years ago. He re-
ceived an eight-month ban
from the game,

In February a linesman at a
Portsmouth v Sheffield United

yesterday. Ryu won 21-18, 21-13.

plays a return shot n:ninlt Li Chunli of New Zealand during
‘the Asian Table Tennis hampmn:h:pl women's team event first round encounter at Osaka

— AFP photo

i CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS Capp's 2 State 22 Sea-rela-
1Use a hangout 3 Wiison of ted: abbr.

ray gun 46 Man “La Femme 23 Take the
4 Still unpaid behindthe  Nikita" helm
8 Quatrain wheel? 4 Profited 25 Office
rhyme 50 Seducer more bigwig
scheme 55TinMan's 5 Teensy 26 Skip

12 "— been g%. 6 Shade 27 Ohio nine

had!” 56 provider 28 Acerbic

13 Ubangi shape 7 Agey. 29 Bacchana-

feeder 57 Frenzied B In Europe lian cry

14 Stoker of 58 Energy 9 Shape 30 Put

horror 59 Test the shifter? together

15 Bottom line  walers 10 Prevent 31 'Smm
1IFnrlth-IﬂHupoml- 1

18 Mower's - cuh

A

first division match was
knocked unconscious by a fan
whjlc Arsenal's French World
player Emmanuel Petit was
ivcn a thrc:-match ban last
ober for pushing referee Paul

Durkin.

Liverpool joint er Roy
Evans last week accu refer-
ees of "ruining the game" after

his side lost 2-0 to Manchester
United. Wimbledon manager
Joe Kinnear on Sunday also
slammed referee Alan Wilkie
after a 1-1 draw at Leicester.

Libregts

to coach
- -
Nigeria?

AMSTERDAM, Sept 28
(Reuters/ Internet): Thijs Li-
bregts will sign a four-year
contract to coach Nigeria's na-
tional team. Dutch news agency
ANP said.

“Talks have been finished,”
the 57-year-old former Dutch
national coach told ANP. He
said he would sign the contract
on Wednesday.

The Nigerian FA said earlier
on Sunday that Libregts would
arrive on Wednesday to sign a
contract in carl October. -

Lihn: s' first match in

will mbably be Nigeri-

auuns Cup quali-

gmg mat:h against Burkina
aso at the weekend.

"But I will leave the work for
that first match to an assistant
as | obviously don't have the
knowledge,” Li said.

Libregts will take over from

Bora Milutinovic whose con-
tract ended after the World Cup
finals in July.
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