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Zarina, a mother of three queueing for relief at ﬂood ravaged Chnr Ishwargan),
Hymensmgh Sadar on Mnnday Her chlldren are sick with scabies (left). A family raises

their hut at the Char.

A pariah kite stood vigil on a
dead tree, eyeing for a bubble or
hint of a fish along with homo

as the old Brahmaputra
quietly retreated from the wet-
land on its eastern bank.

It was early afternoon on
Monday at Char Govinda and
Char Ishwarganj, two hamlets
under Sadar thana of the dis-
trict, where most males — chil-
dren to elderly — were out of
their shanties on an embank-
ment and on the marsh.

Fishing has become the pri-
mary occupation at the moment
as the river quietly went back to
its shallow, muddy course. Most
of the straw huts in the two
hamlets have either been man-
ﬁlcd or washed away by the

Some hambuus marked a
square on a yard of what had
been the home of Shaharun-
nessa, a widnﬁv.:r“ \i;l;_lu was stoo

her eyes water as
“wlags having a severe bout ufcun-
junctivitis. _

Her neighbour Subid Mia,
with the help of his wife, was
trying to raise their shack, por-
tions of which have been
gnawed by the river.

But Shaharunnessa had
been waiting for her son to re-
turn from the river, working
a dinghy (small boat) and net.
He had collected some bamboos

but did not get a chance to raise

the badly damaged shack.
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They await help to

start life anew

By Shehab Ahmed,back from Mymensingh

Nearby, Zarina, a young
mother of three, had been queu-
ing for doles from a multina-
tional company, providing two

of rice and one kg of lentil,
each for 150 people.

But the ration was exhausted
soon and more desperate hands
lunged for help, something the
company had not anticipated
when their representatives had
collected the names and issued
slips.
Zarina's husband had gone
to the river but failed to earn
enough to treat their SOr
whose face had been with

lessons from scabies, spreading

all over his ;

"How can I help him?" said
Zarina. Money is needed to buy
medicine, something his father
could not arrange as the prior-
ity was food.

She said, apart from some
students, a volun organisa-
tion and the multinational
company no one bothered to
know how several hundred
flood victims in the hamlets

were surviving.

There had neither been any
relief from the UP chairman
nor lht:].! got any Vulnerable
Grnutf eeding Cards, which

have provided people like
her with rations for a month
from the government.

Zarina, a resident of Char
Ishurdi had returned home to
see what had remained of her
abode, There had been three
shacks. One had tin roofing.
The tins had gone.

Apart from scmping out
some fish, her husband tried to
find some work.

But there was no offering as
most people had lost heavily
due to the longest flooding in
this century.

As this correspondent spoke
to her near Subid's Shanty,
more and more ple arrived

there, Two other widows —
Khodeja and Eiddunnessa —
also said that they too received
no help.
Th
build

do not know how to re-
eir lives again.

PM's order goes unheeded

From Page

Bimala's residencc th: press
ed up the issue. The DC's of-
ce cancelled /.ponjon's lease
in November, 1994 on charge of
'distorting the structure ol the
building in the name of some
‘small repair work.' The admin-
istration even leased out that
part of the building to another
pPersorn.

Out of vengeance, the club
people one day assaulted Bi-
mala's son. He had just returned
from the police station on Jan-
uary 18, 1995. They threw him
from the roof Luckily, he did
not succumb to injuries. This
time police took a case. But
none was arrested. The case is
still pending with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court.

Aponjon, however, went to
court against the administra-
tive order cancelling the lease.
They got 'temporary injunction’
on the order in February, 1995,
but eventually lost the case in
September the same year.

By the time the club lost the
legal battle, its members man-
aged to have a new political
identity — the identity of the
erstwhile ruling party. So who
would evict them?

Meanwhile, Bimala's son
wrote to the DC jor permission

to repair the damages done to
the huilding by thI: club. Two
years have gone by, but the DC's
office is yet to respond to that.

Not that the DC's office is
unaware of the danger. Feari
collapse of the building, it ha
once advised Bimala's family
members to "live somewhere
else for a few days for the sake
of life and property.”

Continuously harassed by
the Aponjonmen and fed u
with the administrative indif-
ference, Bimala Sarker went to
the Prime Minister's Office and
submitted a petition for reme-
dies in March last year.

The PMO referred the case to
the secretaries of the Ministry
of Housing and Public Works
and the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs the same month. It asked
the secretaries to take 'appro-
priate steps' after ‘'investigation
into the allegations.

The Ministry of Housing and
Public Works referred the case
to the Secretary of the Land
Ministry in April, requesting
him to 'take necessary steps’ in
this regard. The Housing Min-
istry also sent a copy of the let-
ter to the DC.

Three months after the re-
ceipt of the Housing Ministry
request, the Ministry of Land
issued a letter to the in July

Arsenic contamination
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mg/L arsenic, occur within a
narrow range of 20 to 40 meters.
Below 100 meler depth, few wa-
ter samples show concentration
of arsenic more tnan 0.1 mg/L.

However, until today, ar-
senic contamination in water
of deep tubewells sunk beyond
250 meters have not been re-
ported. But scientists do not
rule out the possibility saying,
The deep aquifer is not [ree
from arsenic.’

"We have just completed the
firs? phase (one year) of the
groundwater studies for ori
of arsenic contamination. e
second phase would focus on
more details on original source
of arsenic poisoning,” said Pe-
ter Ravenscroft.

Professor C F A Bryce, a re-
searcher in the field of bio-
chemistry in Napier University
(Edinburgh), now visiting
Bangladesh to find possible so
lution to the problem. when
contacted yesterday said, "First
hand assessment say there are
about 50 million ple in the
country who are aﬂ':':tnd by the
(arsenic) contamination prob-
lem.” He agreed with the find-
ings of BGS team.

The weathered base metal

ts are known to occur in
the Ga Basin covering Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh and West

Bengal.

So weathering of these ar-
senic-rich base metal sulphides
has m:ipplied arsenic-rich iron
oxyhydroxide to downstream
sediments during the late an-
cient Pleistocene time.

The arsenic-rich groundwa-
ter is mostly restricted to the al-
luvial aquifers of the Ganges
delta. The source of arsenic-
rich iron oxyhydroxides must
therefore lie in the Ganges
source upstream of Bangladesh,
the reports said.

Extensive surveys conducted
by the Dhaka Community Hos-
pital (DCH) in collaboration
with Jadavpur University of
Calcutta earlier showed that
tubewell waters in 41 out of 60
districts are contaminated with
arsenic.

Water samples tested from
these districts showed presence
of arsenic more than the WHO
recommended level of 0.01
mg/L.

The deadly arsenic poison-
ing so far claimed over 2500
lives and millions are suffering
from various ailments after
taking the contaminated water.

The most s~verely affected
districts are Laxmipur, Chand-

r, Jessore, Chapainawabganj,

ushtia, Pabna, Faridpur,
Satkhira and Comilla.
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last year, asking him to take
Icge.l steps’ as n:gards the con-
tent of Bimala's appeal to the
PM.

The Land Ministry also
asked the DC to 'immediately
submit a report informing it
what steps have been taken
against the Aponjon for its il-
legal construction on the leased

I
P Jr:?r: DC preferred to keep si-
lence.

After almost a year. the min-
istry once again asked the DC
on June 23 this year to give the

rt ‘within a week’.

The deadline expired long
ago. But the DC's report has not
yel reached the ministry.

Meanwhile, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
[Revenue) had instructed a Sub-
Assistant Engineer of the DC's
office on June 15 this year to
submit an "estimate for repair-
ing the front side of the build-
ing. i.e. the part occupied by
Aponjon.”

The ADC, however, also
asked him to give a separate es-
timate for repairing the entire
building’. only 'if it is neces-

The ADC's letter visibly
showed no concern about Bi-
mala Sarker's allegation
against the Aponjon. Instead.
the Sub Assistant Engineer
came up with a recommenda-
tion which., if implemented.
might give an apparent legiti-
macy to the illegal occupation
of a part of the building by
Aponjon.

The engineer. instead of
Brc aring the estimate as asked

is boss, suggested that a
private engineering firm be ap-
pointed as consultant to give
the estimate. Recommending a
certain firm. he further said
that the "Aponjon was ready 1o
make the payment to the firm,
which would do the repair work
under the direct supervision of
an engineer.”

The question now remains,
how could an official of the DC's
office recommend taking mone-
tary help for repair work from
an organisation which has been
illegally occupying the building
in question?

When contacled, the engineer
concerned said that he had
neither any idea about the
club's illegal occupation of the
building. nor was he aware of
Bimala's appeal to the PM
against the Aponjonmen. The
DC and ADC concerned could
not be reached despite repeated
attempts.

However, the DC's oflice has
clearly failed to respond to the
PMO's concern for helpless Bi-
mala Sarker. May be, Bimala
has now to pay dearly for the
engineer's 'ignorance’ (?!)

Bihar govt
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as a surprise because ils mem-
bers were expected to wait for
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee’s return from New York
early next week before deciding
on the next move.

But Vajpayee asked the cabi-
net to resolve the matter imme-
diately, PTI said.

Gunfight at
Kushtia: One
shot dead

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Sept 26: 1?:

ngman was gunned down

{n;unﬂghl in the town this af-
ternoon.

" Police and witnesses said
that a t m.luﬂaduuhetmm
two rival gangs at Kuthipara
the town this afternoon, leav-
ing one person dead and an-
other injured.

Bappi, 22. son of one Abdul

Mannan, was shot dead and
Joni, 18, son of one Firoz, re-
ceived bullet wounds.

The clash took place in con-
nection with toll collection ll
:'Lmlapa:a Ghat, local people al

German polls
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three of the six parties in the
outgoing governing coalition ol
the Bundestag which included
hia core CDU. The CDU has the

upport of the Christian Social
Unlun (CSU) which 1.-:njt:n¥.e
overwhelming popularity in
state of Bavaria.

Traditionally, the CDU and
CSU form one joint iamen-
tary group because they do not
compete in any state as a rt::ull
of their shared political

Kohl's main rival,
old Gerhard Schroder hu bt,m
nominated from the Social
Democratic Party (SPD).
Schroder has govérned the
German state uf Saxony
as premier for

ith the dymanur: and com-
paratively youthful Schroder as
the as nn Chan{rilur candi-
date, opes to retum to
gnv:rnmcnt aflcr 16 years in
the opposition. The SPD views
itself as a mainstream
that strives for social justice.
The party was founded in 1869.
Schroder's victory will lead to a
gﬂaulhl: tie-up with 'The

Helmut Kohl, 68, has been
the longest-serving German
Chancellor, havi hem ducmd
four times. He has
ing the highest Gcrmm
for 16 years. A veteran
cian, Kohl presided over t
unification of east and west
Germany.

Low over Bay

From Page |
wind is likely to occur at one or
wo places over Chittagong and
Sylhet divisions.

Sajedur Rahman said the
weather is changing for the
transition from monsoon to
dry weather from the first week
of October. The sun has crossed
the equator on Seplember 22
and the wind pattern is chang-
ing. he added.

FBCCI

From Page |
important thing is to generate
employment.” he said.

arun called for immediate
disbursement of agricultural
loans of more than Tk 3.000
crore as pledged l;}' the govern-
ment 1o boost rural economy
Despite floods. he said. ex-
port is intact. The real picture
of damage to business sector
will einerge in mid-October af-
ter a thorough study. he said.

JU clash
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sault on the two' should not be
linked with the ongoing spon-
taneous movement of the stu-
dents.

Sheikh Nuruzzaman, in a
press conference on the campus
yesterday., ‘temporarily ex-

lled the 13 accused from the

Earlier BCL had expelled five
of the 13 on September 1 for
their involvement in assaulting
a teacher on the campus on Au-

Ili-

gust 23

The 'Kakor Group’ was ousted
from the campus about a year
ago following the murder of a
BCL leader, Ananda Kumar
Ghosh. Kakor is one of the 13

chargesheeted accused in the
murder case.
Meanwhile, the university

will remain closed for seven
days from today for Puja vaca-
tion.

The Syndicate meeting,
however, will be held today at
3:00 pm as per the previous de-
cision, sources said.

The VC held a meeting with
provosts of all the halls at his
residence last th The meet-
ing decided that the provosts
would not leave the halls during
the night. The decision was
made to prevent recurrence of
any untoward incident.

All rivers fall

From P
battling to contain the spread of
water-borne diseases. Health

Ministry's control room re-
ported 23 fresh deaths from di-
arrhoea across the country in
the past 24 hours ending 12
noon yesterday. They said
12,368 people were treated in
different government and non-
ﬁcmmmt facilities including

ICDDR,B.

APB from Sirajganj adds:
Diarrhoea clalmed seven lives
and attacked 1,240 others in
four thanas of the district dur-
ing the last 24 hours till 6 am
yesterday.

The dead were identified as
Shahana, 8, Rabiul, 3, Bulan, 6,
and Momena, 3, of Belkuchi
thana, Khadiza, 2, of Ralgan|,
Rahela, 2 of Ullapara. and
Sumon, 4. of sadar thana.

in Pabna over
preparation for
Khaleda's meeting

mﬂms::ptzﬁ At least 15

ured when sup-
ui'ri factions of
ocal unit of BNP duhadeu-

janagar thana today. reports
APB

Of the injured, Lutfar Rah-
man, Jalal Ahmed and Torab
were admitted to Sujanagar
thana health complex.

Police said supporters of
BNP leader (retd) Manzur
Quader and former MP Selim
Reza Habib locked in a clash at

about 11.30 am over

tiun for par‘l'_r :hlti m
lgr.l School

ﬂﬂ

Local l-nurtc: said both
Quadu‘ and Habib were lobby-
ing for obtaining party ticket
for the by-elections in Pabna-2
(Suj constituency that
fell vacant after the death of
Awami League MP Ahmed
Tamijuddin on June 27.
¢ Election Commission
deferred voting in the con-
stituency due to floods

BPC probe
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thana headquarters of Gola

j at a cost of Tk 24 crore

¢ Rupantarita Prakritik Gas
Company Limited (RPGCL)
while another plant had been
installed by the BPC at a cost of
Tk 30 crore 1o bottle the LPG.

The plants could not be put
into commercial operation

-even after 14 months of their

oom jon yet. The LPG is to be
gr uced the Natural
as Ligquid (NGL)

from the
nearby lashtila gas field. It

is the first of its kind in the
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| BNP factions clash | Ind_[a, Pak]_stan to @m

cross-border bus service

ISLAMABAD, Sept 26: Pak-
istan and India have to
open cross-border road traffic
“muth: goun.nl dialogue, oﬂt."ln

me tic -
cials today, reports AFP.

Authorities of the two coun-
tries will work out the details

m bus service across
at Wagha near Lahore,
capital of Pakistani nce of
Punjab, a Foreign Office
told reporters.

He did not say when the plan
would come into effect.

Pakistan and India already
have rail and air services be-
tween the two countries and the
addition of a road link would
help foster mutual confidence,
he said.

The spokesman said Pak-

Bid to snatch
ornaments from
jewellery shop:

2 women caught

CHITTAGONG, Sept 26: Two
armed young women were
caught while trying to snatch
ornamentis from a jewellery
shop in the city last night, re-
ports UNB.

Police said Hazera Khatun.
30, and Nargis Akhter. 32, en-
tered Ritu Jewellers on Hazarl
Road in Kotwall thana at about
Bpmmplcaol'nellinggold to
the shop.

Al one st of their conver-
sation with the owner Iul' the
shop. they took out pistols from
their purses in a I?d to take
away gold ornaments.

ut the owner tactfully
ught the women with the help
le and handed

ol other
oA wall police

them over to

o
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istan was forward to
the talks between the
secretaries of the two countries.,
T:Bhedu}nd hcm for October 15-

under t reached
between [hm‘ﬁm New York ear-
lier this week.

He said Pakistan would en-
ter the with 'sinceri
and all seriousness,' and it
hoped that India would do the

same.

MHL- g that all h:ll:dtu'ﬂ ef-
s in the Flut to a just

settlement of the core issue of

Jammu and Kashmir, the dis-

puted state divided between the

two countries, had "foundered

on the rock of Indian intransi-

"The international commu-
nity's engagement and active
inruh:muf ent, even .if in the
form moral on In-
dia. could mlmt India
summons the
to address the
ina m and rem]tmud
manner,” the spokesman said.

2 accomplices of
Nasir held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 26
lice arrested two uf
Shibir cadre Nasir from
Chawkbazar here this morning,
reporis BSS.

Police raided a house at
Chawkbazar. known as strong-
hold of Islami Chhatra Shibir,
and arrested two absconding
accused Ramjan and Alamgir
from there.

The arrested were wanted in
six criminal cases in Hathazari,
Fatikchhart and Raozan
thanas.

They have been involved in
various criminal acts in the
district for a long time, police
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Involve army
in relief,
rehabilitation
work: Khaleda

FARIDPUR, Sept 26: Leader

of the in the Jatiya
Khaleda Zia to-
- day asked the t to

the former rime mi'nlst:r
while visiting the worst hit
flood affected areas of the dis-
trict.

She also distributed relief
goods among the flood victims.
mmdy et
away deliberately from task
of relief diluihutlu-n so that
y men) could

my ml::p.grnpﬂnte relief

tion leader asked
thc civil administration to
maintain th::mtrnlity .t]:lll Carry-
ing out responsibility to-
wards the flood hit people.

Pointing to incidents of
misappropriation of relief as
reported in the prul she

the government to bring
cul to book.

e opposition leader
warmed that a % S move-

ment would be launched if the
government failed in reaching
relief to the and rehabili-
tating farmers and the produc-
tive sectors of the economy.
Begum Zia also asked the

government to make as-
mmmt of the damages. iden-

tify them sector-wise and ex-
tend help either in the form of
grant or loan.
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