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Life in

Dhaka

Singing in the Rain

by A Husnain

DHAKA SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1998

The ;;mbf:m is ::-M ware;': but too much nf—x:.r, or too little. This is a rainy country, full of rivers. Rain is a part

‘ of daily life — and this welcome visitor is a part of the family. A tempest cannot tamper the temper of a
Bengalee.

ECLENTLY one fine
mornir. 8. with the sun
chasing’ the floating

clouds (after t he flood water:.sj
had started rectc ~di I walkel
to the nearhy kac: "ﬂ; i ; lgE .
market) to buy soflL.  vegeiablen

regular veget:]
*;lli:'l:‘:lrll.'llsslng' for the 1ast couple
of days — perhaps he hn{:l gone
home to anchor his L oaling

homestead.

ese door-to-door hawkers
are'Tboun to the working fanii-
lies, competing flercely with the
shopkeepers, as the former
have not to pay shop rent,
chaanda (illegal toll}). VAT and
sales tax, but have to do a lot of
legwork in the absence of a
rickshaw 'van' (flatbed cargo
carrier, open or enclosed). Any
agency or cooperative would be
doing a roaring business hiring
these open 'rickvans’ on 'micro-
credit terms to the marginal
vendors (of the QCRﬁhawt.pulE
category) to enable them O €
a li.%l:‘trg:PT with increased mokiil-

ity. They climb up the flight of
stairs in multi-storied [lats.
The baske! a hawker carries on
his head is5 quite heavy, some-
times | had to help them to
bring it down. The hawker cul-
ture is an integrated part of life
in Asia. :

While shopping at the way-
side, suc’.dcnry it started rain-
ing. and 'within minutes it was a
tropical monsoon downpour
(one and a half inches of rain in
half an Lour). I hate carrying an
umbrella, having lost several; |
hop into the nearest cycle rick-
shaw for cover and further
transportation. This time |
hopped into one of the vacant
shop-cubicles under construc-
tion by the DCC at the Moham-
madpur Town hall bazaar on
the outer side of the'wall in the
back lane. This lane is crowded
by wayside vendors who sit on
both sides of the road, impeding
traffic. ,

The vendors had placed plas-
tic sheets overhead for greeting
the rains; and from the time

plodded from underneath to
drain off the water. The bustee
children thronged around for
free showers, and enjoyed it
hugely, laughing and singing in
the rain.

The sheet at one shop gave
way due to the weight of the col-
lected rainwater. small boy
assistants, aged 10-12, were en-
gaged in roping in the cover. At
one stage one boy asked me,
merrily enough, to hold the
rope till he climbed up the
structure, and pass it along to
him. Twice the s hmk:%:mt
the boys laughing all the time,

cni]nylng the tussle with the
rain.

1 watched the paiuing show,

and the accugnulating water on
the road, ich had by now
reached a the ankles. Most

of the shoppers were without
umbrellas (jt was an un ted
cloud bu’ll'!_‘t, wnich suddenly
ceased). y walked calmly
and with poise, in clinging wet
clothes, ignoring the flippant

weather and the flirting rains.
The women and girls, pass-
ing by, also maintained their
serene composure, but the
sculptured outline of some of
the moving figures drew gazes
which must have sent them into
contemplation about the femi-
nine mystique, and why God
made some things so beautiful.

The social atmosphere was
unlike that observed during a
traffic jam — both the traific
and the exchanges are snarling.
Here the temporary inconve-
nience cause rainfall were
tolerated in g humour, as a
mother puts up with a truant
child. A vendor switched on his
battery radio, as if seducing the
rain to stop.

The problem is not water,
but much of it, or tpo little.
This # a rainy country, full of

rivers. Rain is a Fnrt of daily
life — and this welcome visitor
is a part of the family. A tem-
pest cannot tamper the temper

of a Bengalee.
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Sharing the Air

e —

by Anil Agarwal and Sunita Narain

The rich nations are trying to frame the rules for trading in emission quotas. However,

the methods being used

to allocate these quotas are questionable. The rights and responsibilities of both rich and poor countries

must be defined in the context of entitlemen

REVENTING global
warming means putting a
cap or a limit on the

world's greenhouse gas
emissions which are threaten-
ing to overheat the Earth and
which has the potential to wiﬁe
out humanity. But since the
current process of economic
growth is so intensely linked to
the use of fossil fuels which is
the biggest source of greenhouse
gas emissions, and the world
economy is highly unevenly
distributed, the Key question is:
How should this cap on green-
house emissions be share?

The challenge becomes fur-
ther compounded when we
recognise that controlling
greenhouse gas emissions has
certain economic costs. There-
fore, how do nations deal with
global warming in a way that is
ecologically elfective, that is.
effective in controlling giobal
warming and yet equitous and
socially just?

The question of who has
been or will be responsible for
global warming has been re-
peatedly raised both by indus-
trialised countries and by de-
veloping countries. If past and
current emissions are taken
into account, then industri-
alised countries are largely re-
sponsible for the greenhouse
gas emissions. But with
economies of devzlnpillﬁ coun-
tries growing rapidly. their fu-
ture emissions will become very
high.

In this regard discussions of
the numerous matters that the
Kyoto Protocol (KP). hurriedly
put together in the wee hours of
the last day. lelt undecided are
going to be critical for flinding
an ecologically effective and vel
just and equitous solution for
combating global warming.

The KP is a step ahead in the
world's resolve to arrest the
problem of human-induced
clitnate change but it falls short
on two counts: One, the strategy
outlined allows parties to meet
their commitments without
undertaking substantial green-
house gas reductions at home
and may. therefore, not result
in the "stabilisation of green-
house gas concentrations at a
level that would prevent dan-
gerous anthropogenic interfer-
ence with the climate system’ —
the ultimate objective of the
Framework Convention on
Climate Change [FCCC).

Two. even though the strat-
egy outlined does not insist on
participation by developing
countries. except through the
Clean Development Mechanismn
(CDM) and Emissions Trading
(ET). it sets the world on a path
that does not recognise the at-
‘mospheric rights of the current
and future generations of devel-
oping countries even as il pro-
vides the current generations of
industrialised countrie's green-
house gas entitlements — not
based on equity but on the basis
of ‘current emissions’ — and fur-
thermore, provides developing
countries perverse incentives to
pollute further.

The two key elements to be
used to achieve this objective
are firstly, the calculation of
emissions of a clearly identi-
fied base year. and, secondly,
agreed emission reduction tar-

ets in terms of percentages of
the emission in the base year,

Therefore, in the KP num-
bers game, anything that helps
to increase the emissions in the
base year, especially because of
activities that have since ceased

or reduced, immediately gives
the country a - head start. For
instance, Australia had high
emission because of deforesta-
tion in 1990 and since this de-
forestaticn has already
stopped, it can claim to have re-
duced its emissions since 1990.
And emissions trading (ET).
joint implementation (JT) and
clean development mechanism
(CDM), further provide oppor-
tunities to borrow ‘emissions
reduction’ from other countries
where ‘emissions reduction’ is
already taking place because of

ts and also in a way that curb greenhouse gas emissions.

tion commitments...".

One can, therefore, ask: Why
does the KP see no other role for
developing countries in com-
bating climate change other
than just helping nex |
countries to meet their com-
mitments under the protocol?

Developing countries will,
thus, not get any long-term
benefits from participation in a
CDM process. The only existing
rationale for Jl. one that is be-
ing globally pushed at the mo-
ment, is the one that was out-
lined by the government of

Tl A

a slowing down of the economy,
like Russia. for instance, or
from those countnes where re-
ducing ermussions is cheaper in
the shert-run. like developing
countries.

For developing countries,
which will one day enter this
same number game, their emis-
sions in the base year, which is
yet to be set for them, would be
very important. If a developing
country were to move towards
energy cfficiency in a big way,
then it would already have an
energy-efficient economy by the
time its base year is set and
then high percentage reductions
on that base vear would be not
only difficult to achieve but
also expensive.

On the contrary, if that
country were to continue using
high-emission technologies
and fuels, then by the time its
base year is set, it could easily
accept high percentage reduc-
tions' and look pood in front of
the world whereas those who
have already taken advance
and therefore, contributed pro-
portionately less to atmo-
spheric greenliouse gas concern
trations. would look bad in
front of the world,

The CDM has been identified
by the KPP as a mechanism for
North-South cooperation but

the KP itself says that the pur-

pose of CDM (s to allow develop-
ing countries " . to asslst partles
in Annex | in achieving com-
pliance with their guantified
emission lmitatjon and reduc

Norway in the early 1990s.

The Norwegian government
had argued that cutting future
carbon dioxide emissions in
industrialised countries will be
more expensive than cutting fu-
ture carbon dioxide emissions
in developing countries. This 1s
because developing countries
are using outdated technologies
which are very energy-ineffi-
cient whereas developed coun-
tries are already using very en-
ergy-efficient tcchnuln%l:s.

ven if the rationale for JI
with developing countries is ac-
cepted. there are several serious
practical problems. Firstly,
there is the economic question.
If dwelupinghmuntrics accept
JI, then all that they are doing
is to let the cheaper carbon
dioxide reduction programmes
go to industriali countries.

Let ug assume that JI works
and developing countries move
towards more energy-efficient
ltthuu]n%:cs. But once they
have reached high levels of en-
ergy efficiency, Industrialised
countries would have no eco-
nomic incentive to invest in de-
veloping countries. They would
rather invest in their own coun-
tries.

And il global warming is
still a threal — as it would be.
because industrialised coun-
tries which are major producers
of greenhouse gases, have not
taken any action at home —
then there will be pressure on
developing countries to cut back
on carbon dioxide emissions on

their own. And by then the costs
of cutting back on carbon diox-

ide emissions will be very high
even for developing countries

Secondly, there is the ques-
tion of practicality. How will
one differentiate when s a
more enerfy-efficient technol-
ogw being brought into a devel-
oping country to cut carbon
dioxide emissions and when is
it mmlr:i; simply because for-
eign or domestic industrialists
want to move towards better
technology for competitive rea-
sons. There is the danger that
companies can use CDM to push
all kinds of experimental tech-
nologies that may not be eco-
nomically viable otherwise.

The worst aspect of the KP is
that it has already given the
heaviest emitters of greenhouse
gases. namely. the industri-
alised countries full entitle-
ments 1o their heavy ‘current
emissions’ minus (he small
amounts that thev are expected
to reduce as a percentage of
their current emissions The fi-
nal level of emissions that in-
cdustrialised countries are ex-
pected to reach in their [irst
commitment period from 2008
to 2012 is described as their as-
signed amount

But, in the KP. this assigned
amount’ has gone well beyond
being a mere target to be
reached. It has been turned into
an ‘entitlement’ by giving de-
veloped nations [ull property
rights over these assigned
amounts'. These include: the
right of a nation to use the as-
sifgnﬂi amount; trade any part
of the assigned amount it 1S Not
going to use: and to bank any
part of the assigned amount it is
not going to use in the first
commitment period for use in
future commitment periods.

How then can these diflicul-
ties be resolved?” The answer
lies in euqual per capita enti-
tlements which could be built
on one or a combination of the
following concepts:

The emissions absorbed an-
nually by the global atmo-
spheric sinks could be dis-
tributed equally amongst all
the people of the world; a long-
term per capila emissions con-
vergence target could be ident:
fied and each person could be
given that as an entitlement; fu-
ture atmospheric concentration
targets for different greenhouse
gases could be agreed upon and
the national entitlements can
be steadily phased in towards a
convergence point of equal per
capita entitlements over suc-
cessive commitment periods.

It is obvious that in the fu-
ture the world will have to ac-

cepl some Ccommoen maximuin
per capita emission for each
country in order to deal with
global warming. We can’'t have a
world in which some countries
have to freeze their carbon
dioxide emissions at one level
and other countries at another
level. This would mean freezing
global Inequality,

in sum, what developing
countries should not, and nor
should industrialised countries
expecl them to accept, is the
principle of trading emissions
or for that matter, Interna-
tional cooperation to prevent
climate change which Is built
on the argument that develop-
ing countries provide a lucra-
tive nppﬂrlunit]y to reduce
emissions cheaply than in in-
flustrialised countries.

CSE/Down To Earth Features

Brlvcru which have on the
one hand become the part

and parcel of our culture and
tradition, on the other hand

the delta. There exist as many
as 260 rivers and their
tributaries of which 26 are

the total water finds outlet into
the Bay of Bengal through the
river Meghna. Not only floods
but also tidal bore, cyclones and
drought are the major natural

calamities that hit gladesh
almost every year.
Natural calamity is nothing

new to adesh. History has
it that in last forty years there
occurred five major disastrous
floods — the last one hit
Bangladesh in 1988, which in-

undated larger areas than the
present flooding but the waters
remained for a shorter time.
The present flooding is distin-

guished from those of other

coeed

years in the sense that it has
sisted for about two months.
at is more painful is that the
aman cultivation is seriously at
stake as the water stayed in the
fields for a prolonged period.
Flood waters engulfed
northern and central parts of
Bangladesh and the people of
those areas are worst affected.
Dhaka became a water-locked
city. Water penetrated even in
the posh areas making the
rhythm of life stand-still. Sev-
enty wards out of 90 have been
aflected and 165 relief centres
opened. The greater districts of
Rajshahi and Rangpur have
been badly affected. The Pabna
Embankment built in later for-
ties was under threat under the
onrush of swelling waters of the

T is widely known or a
common belief that in maost
cases reliel goods are not
properly distributed and
sometime. allegedly. are bagged
by authorised persons in
dﬂ*ﬂnptnﬁmunmﬁ- We hope it
will not happen this ume in
. In most cases we do

not have infrastructure for
proper distribution of relief
goods, say. in the remote parts
of the country. Government
manpower is oo inadequate 1o
reach the lowest unit of peopie s
representatives. Newspaper re-
BU:"L& also blamed that Union
arishad representatives Fm
vided government reliel to
those who had voted in their
favour and the rest was dis-
tributed among their kins and
acquaintances (they were also

ANGLADESH is a land of
have caused untold sufferings to

millions of people inhabiting

coastal rivers, but 96 per cent of

the .
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POST-FLOOD REHABILITATION

by Dilip Kumar Datta

mighty river.

amage caused by this flood
is colossal. On 26.8.98 State
Minister for Relief and Rehabil-
itation Talukder Abdul
Khaleque, while talking to BBC
stated that 19,863.27 ple
were aflected, crops of 56910
acres of land have been devas-
tated, 344817 houses have been
damaged and 9867 kilometres
of road destroyed. Our govern-
ment was confident enough to
grapple the flood problem by
utilising its own resources but
as the flood took a serious turn
with new areas being engulfed
and waters took a longer time to
recede, it became necessary to
call for international help.

The interesting aspect of the
whole scenario is that the lead-
ers of both the major political
parties have agreed (o cooperate
with each other in the moments
of national crisis. The Prime
Minister has visited some
flood-affected districts to see
for herself the plight the le
were in and distributed relief
ﬁondn. Leader of the Opposition

ave also toured round the
flood-hit zones. Government
has called upon the affluent sec-
on of the society to contribute
heir mite to alleviate the suf-
ferings of the affected Peopl:.
Different NGOs have also en-
gaged themselves to the task
prompted by a noble sense of
duty.

Our government took some
time to gauge the extent of dam-
:Fe. On August 25, the Foreign

inister c upon the donor
countries and organisations (o
ve assistance worth BO mil-
lon dpllars but on the next day
Finance Minister wanted In a
meeting with representatives of

The Task is Formidable

It ianaw be the responsibility of the government to see that relief goods that come to Bangladesh are not
misappropriated by anybody and reach the hands of those who need them most. Any deviation from duty on the

part of any responsible individual should be seriously dea!t_with*

donor countries and organisa-
tions international aid worth
680 milllon dollar and 1.38
million tons of food grains for
relief and rehabilitation of the
flood affected people. Again in a
meeting held on August 31, total
requirement was announced to
be 839 million dollar to tide
over the situation.

Promises of international
assistance, as we so far know
are to the tune of : a) United
States of America: 70 million
dollar cash and 4 lakh ton food
grains, b) USAID: 2.5 lakh ton
wheat and 3 crore and 20 lakh
dollar in cash, c) Japan: 30 mil-
lion yen. d) US Red Cross Soci-
ety: 3.60 lakh Zollar e} UK: 7

l starling pound. f) Canada :
1.6....... Canadian dollar,
Norway : 3 lakh US dollar, h)

Elt::l?l Het}hcrlands : 5% Emmilliug
ar, i) Germany: thousan
dollar and German Red Cross
Society 3.60 lakh dollar.

To crown it all, UNQ Secre-
tary General Kafi Annan asked
the international donor agen-
cies to help generously to the
suffering humanity in Bangl-
adesh. fferent UN encies
like UNDP, WFP, UNISEF and
WHO have undertaken to
contribute 1.6 million dollar
assistance. European Union
has promised 86 thousand tons
of wheat.

But there has not been any
consensus as to the food re-

uirement to meet the crisis.

r ernment |8 of the view
that there will be a shortage of
20 lakh tons of foodgrains but
Intermational Red Cross asserts
that there will be shortage of 40

lakh tons of foodgrains. The
ﬂpgoultiun Leader went [urther
and opined that the country

by Syed Tariqul Islam

aflected by the llood) Despite
the government s all noble in-
tentions to help the distressed a
ﬁumi number of innocent people

id not receive any relief during
the flood due to lack of Infras-
tructure support,

NGOs could be considered as
the catalyst to helping the dis.
tribution process but at the
same tume they are also over-
loaded by the demand of their
own beneficiaries to be met
first. So can we find out an in-
frastructure which may readil
be used to facilitate proper anc
eltective distribution of relief
and extending rehabilitation
support and activities? Can we
think of a very common and
useful Institution of our soci-
ely? Yes, we can utilize our reli-

glous Institutions (the mosque,
ttm\Blt' church).

e have a good number of
mosques in Bangladesh and
governing bodies of these
mosques are generally com-
rised of elderly good citizens
[muruhbi of the locality) of the
community. We can easily use
this infrastructure for relief
and rehabilitation activities in
any disaster, like this flood or
cyclone.

The Imam shaheb and other
murubbi of each mosque may
form a committee who would
assess the damage of individual
households of the locality. They
will be given responsibility to
distribute the relief goods with
the help of youth volunteers of
the comumunity. This commit-
lee also may help the govern-

would need 50 laka tons of food
ains to meet the emergency.
herculean task ahead is the

distribution of the relief mate-
rials to the flood affected peo-
ple. When famine broke out in
1974. there were reports that
there was mismanagement in
Frnvlding succour to the af-
ected people, and this issue has
time and again been referred to
by the iﬁpusitiun parties_ It is
now be the responsibility of the
government to see that relief
goods that come to esh
are not misappropriated by
anybody and reach the hands of
those who need them most. Any
deviation from duty on the part
of any responsible individual
should be seriously dealt with.
If the shipment of goods by sea
is done, then the Chittagong
port must be kept clear of the
turmoil with which it was beset
in recent days. The roads that
went under water during flood-
ing will have to be repaired
quickly because the relief
goods-carrying vehicles will ply
aluﬁ these roads.

ter the recession of flood
waters, there breaks out diar-
rhoea in epidemic form. Medi-
cal teams should rush to the ar-
eas concerned with adequate
medicines. Agricultural loans
should be offered to the farmers
who have lost their hearth and
home so that they can address
themselves to cultivation. Any
attempt by any unscrupulous
tradesman for racketeering
should be curbed with ac-
tion as per law. No one should
be allowed to trade on human
miseries.

The task ahead is formi-
dable. Every one's cooperation
is needed to tide over the crisis.

.-.;-tnnli-.--lltttllltlll-l-t:l#--tltltitllttt!il!ll###t!t#t!l

Religious Institutions as Infrastructural Support

ment officials in their long
term rehabilitation activities
to be undertaken after the flood.
As the Imam shaheb will lead
the team and aged murubbis of
the community will be involved
in the process we can be confi-

dent that none will ever be able
to raise any question about the
sincerity of the purpose.

We should not always think
that a mosque or religious in-
stitution is the holy place for
prayer only. In any disaster it
also can be an active centre to
face the aftermath as it was
proved by the Imam shaheb of
renowned Tara Mosque in the

old part of Dhaka city durin
this flood. Y 8

The writer is working with
Action Aid Bangladesh.

by Sunita Mainee

The Trek That Inspires Spirituality

A dip in the nearby Lake Mansarovar, they believe, cleanses them of their sins. The arduous trek through
beautiful, yet treacherous, terrain across Indian and Chinese territory pushes one's physical endurance
to the limit, at the same time bringing one closer to one's spiritual self.

trek to Mount Kailash
i Tibet, deemed by
indus as the abode of

the god of destruction Shiva, 1s
considered a ‘once-in-a-life-
time” pllgnm?ﬁ,c- A dip in the
nearby Lake Mansarovar. they
believe, cleanses them of their
sins, The arduous trek through
beautiful yet treacherous, ter-
rain across Indian and Chinese
territory pushes one's physical
endurance to the limit. at the
same time bringing one closer
to one's spiritual self. Despite
the recent tragedy involving a
batch of trekkers to Kallash-
Mansarovar — where a camp in
Malpa was destroyed in a land-
slide and over 40 pilgrims were
among some 300 people killed —
many insist they are willing to
£o back. and not just for reli-
glous reasons. The 30-day trek
is a dcllﬁhtful experience as one
walks through forests and wvil-
lages. across streams and rivers
and along the majestic Hi-
malayan range,

The annual trek begins in
New Delhi, where pilgrims
gather for medical examina-
tions belore the arduous jour-
ney and briefings by the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs
due to the transnational aspect
of the trek. The pilgrunage. dis-
continued foliowing the India-
China war of 1962, was re-
opened In the early eighties.

Each group of pilgrims to
Hailash-Mansarovar comprises
30 to 60 people. The route pro-
vides breathtaking contrasts in
the terrain. On the Indian side,
the landscape is lush and beau-
tiful, but harsh. On the Chinese
side t Is stark and barren, but

still scintillating.  The journey

begins from Delhi where the
trekkers board a train to Kath-
godam in the Nainital region ol
the northern Indian state of Ut-
tar Pradesh. The actual trek be-

%ins from a place called
awaghat.
The ascent. beginning on the

third day of the pilgrimage.
lasts nine days and covers sev-
eral camps, including Malpa.
The trekkers pass the pic-
turesque Sosa valley and at one
point make their way down to
the nver Kali which divides In-
dia and Nepal, Towards the last
portion of the trip's first leg. the
trekkers reach the confluence
of the Kali and Kutti rivers.

In order to assess the
trekkers ability to undertake
the gruelling journey into
China, a final medical exami-
nation is conducted by the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) at
Gunjt before the ascent to Lipu
Lekh pass. 17.500 feet above sea
level The pilgrnims are accom-

panied to the pass by ITBP per-
sonnel.
After the crossing. the

irekkers are handed over to the
hospitality of the Chinese who
accompany them to a base camp
in a place called Taklakot
thruugﬁ knee high snow, rocky
streamns and barren desert land.

The trekkers are trans-

ported by road to Mount
Kailash and Lake Mansarovar.
They are divided into two

groups, one proceeding to the
miountain and the other to the
lake. The groups then switch
over after three days 'parikra-

. ma [circumambulation) of the

mountain and the ladke, as pre-
scribed by both Hindu and Bud-

dhisl scriptures,

Most who apply.fo go to
Kailash are deeply religious and
treat it as -tH® culmination of
their pious inclinations. They
believe once the trek is com-
pleted. they will be closer to
achieving 'pirvana’ (salvation)
and, consequently, become
closer to God. Some undertake
it as a challenge — to test their
stamina and physical en-
durance.

Lake Mansarovar is situated
at an altitude of 15,000 feet,
making it the highest lake in
the world. Its clear blue water is
soothing to the spirit and, apart
from the ritual bathing, it is a
l}leasure to simply sit on its
ranks. Although the water is
very cold in the morning. by
noon it is sufficiently warm for
a leisurely dip. One whole day
is set aside tor bathing in the
lake and conducting prayers on

" its banks.

The tip of Mount Kailash
reaches just over 22,000 feet,
but the trekkers only have to
climb up 1o 19.000 feet. The top
of the mountain remains cov-
ered with snow all year round
and even during summer
trekkers are often faced with
blizzards The distance covered
in the 'parikrama  around
Mount Kailash is about 52 km,

Hindus believe that one cir-
cumambulation absolves the
sins ol a lifetime. Whether one
goes on the trek for religious
reasons or otherwise, one gets
lo see some of the most beauti-
ful landscapes in India and
neighbouring China. The Ku-
maon region in Uttar Pradesh
is renowned for its beauty. As

one treks along, one crosses
charming streams, travels
through lush pgreen forests,
wanders past little villages and
gazes at the splendour of the
Himalayan foothills. Vast and
barren Tibet poses a tremen-.
dous contrast to the scenery on
the Indian side. There is noth-
ing to see for miles and miles

excepl a stony desert. aithough
the majestic mountains in the
background draw the trekkers,
The barrenness of is. however,
often broken by the sight of
clear blue lakes with gently
lapping waves.

The purity of the landscape
is astounding, The skies appear
bluer, the trees greener, the
rivers sparkling clear, the air
cleaner and the sun brighter
than anvwhere else. After the
first day's climb. which is very
tinng, trekking becomes easier
because the limbs get used to be-
ing exercised in a manner and
extent to which they perhaps
never have been before. The
trekkers also visit a temple at
Khojarnath, near Taklakot. Al-
though constructed on the lines
of a Tibetan monastery, it is a
Hindu temple and large idols of
several divinities are installed.

There is no Hindu priest in the
temple and a Tibetan monk per-
forms the rites. For the entire
30 days of the pilgrimage. one s
thoughts are never far from the
spiritual aspects of life and the
existence of some supermnatural
force. Those who take the tri[:)
do so with such zeal that all
thought of pain and discomfort
is dispelled by the urge to reach
the destination.

— India Abroad Neivs Service
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HE'S NCT THE WORLPD’S
GREATEST OPENING ACT...

BUT HE'S THE BEST I COULD
GET ON SHORT NOTICE

...BUT 1
GOTTA
TELL WAL

by Jim Davis

THIS LADY WAS
8600000 FAT...

AN FLEMING'S AFTER DISPOSIMG OF WiiLE
James Bond mm; 2 FWM

TAKE /A
N MINUTE, CWAPe
o =1 JUST Hs VE
: TO ExXECU &

A RAST
FLANIKING
AMOVEMBNT!
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