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Rape charge
13 JU students

asked to reply
to showcause

by tomorrow

By JU Correspondent

The authorities of Ja-
hangirmnagar University yester-
day served showcause notices
on 13 students on charges of

rape and asked them rnrs:plrl by
3:00 pm tomorrow. They have
also been asked to appear before
the Syndicate on that day.

The decision to serve notices
was taken at a marathon meet-
ing of the dicate which be-
gan at 11:30 am Thursday and
continued till 12-30 am yester-
day.

"If they fail to reply to the
notices within the stipulated
time. it will be construed that
they do not have anything in
their self-defence,” said one of
the 18 Syndicate members pre-
sent at the meeting.

"The syndicate will again
meet on Sunday and take a de-
cision regarding the alleged
rapists on the basis of replies

See Page 12 Col 6

Fire 1n leaked
gas pipeline

in Bashabo

By Staff Correspondent

A roadside gas pipeline of
Titas Gas Company in the city's
Bashabo area caught fire yes-
terday due to leaks.

Police and Fire Brigade
sources said the fire died down
after about half-an-hour when
Titas Gas authorities cut off gas
supply in the area.

arlier, ten persons were
killed when an explosion of an
underérnund gas edpi]:m-mlir,uz of
Titas Gas des a residen-
tial building in the city's West
Jurain area on Septem 19.

Officials of Titas Gas when
contacted said that yesterday's
fire incident occurred due to
leak of "an unauthorised exten-
sion line”. Titas Gas officials
had also identified “leak in

See Page 12 Col 1

Young woman
abducted,

raped 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A young woman, abducted on
September 15 by a g and
held hostage for five days, was
raped at a house at Baiddyapara
under Lalbagh thana in the city.

The victim, a resident of Is-
lambagh area filed a case under
Women and Children res-
sion Prevention Act, 1995 with
ﬁdhagh thana yesterday, police

The gang of four led by one
Dulal Mia wielding knives ab-
ducted her while she was re-
turning from the Killar More
bazar at about 8 pm on Septem-
ber 15. They took her to a
at Baiddyapara, tied up her

hands an of them left the
house

Dulal tortured the wvictim

and raped her several times.
She ed to from the
house on ber 20,
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Fact Finding Committee report

Over 20 JU students raped,

300

More than 20 students of Ja-
hangirnagar University were
raped and over 300 others sex-
ually harassed on the campus
by t[':e ‘armed cadres of a partic-
u?ar political party'.

This was revealed in the re-
port of the Fact Finding Com-
mittee constituted by the JU au-
thorities.

The committee, formed on
August 20 against the backdrop
of press reports on incidents of
rape at the university and mas-
sive protests by students, sub-
mitted its report to the Vice
Chancellor, Prof Alauddin
Ahmed, on tember 21.

A copy of the report obtained
by The Daily Star yeslerday

sexually harassed

Star Report

contained details of the ordeal
suffered by the victims, negli-
gence' of IKE University author-
ities in handling the issue and
the c'itfranny' let loose by the
armed goons on the campus.

"Some were raped several
times, some were gangraped and
some were even forced to leave
the campus after the incidents.”
the Committee report said.

"Many of them were even
whisked away from in front of
their residential halls at gun
point and then raped in broad
day light.” it said. These inci-
dents were hushed up either
with threat and coercion or in
the name of adverse social
repercussion.

"Some of these incidents
were even brought to the notice
of officials of the university but
they did not take any action,
reminding the wvictims about
social repercussion,” the report
noted.

"Ironically, the campus has
become a fertile ground for
criminal activities where a sec-
tion of students under political
shelter are found not only
involved in rape but alsoin
extortion. bus dacoity. bringin

rostitutes at the residentia
alls, drug abuse and black-
mailing.” the report noted.

"Jasimuddin Manik, a stu-
dent of Drama and Dramatics
Department was on the top of

the list of seven persons accused
of rape on the university cam-
pus.

"On completion of his 100th
rape, he even celebrated the oc-
casion offering sweets and
throwing a cocktail party.” the
report noted.

Manik is the former general
secretary of the JU unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra e. He
was expelled from the organi-
sation on September one,

The six others accused of
rape of the department of
Bangla, Hasibur Rahman
Barkat of Geology. Mohammad
Ali Dalas of History. Nabiul
Haq Roni of Government and

See Page 12 Col 4

Flood victims at a shelter at the city's Armanitola High School returning home yesterday.
— Star photo

lakh

Turag flows

mark: 28

The Turag fell below the
danger level yesterday. report
agencies.

This has brightened the ho
that the low-lying areas on the
outskirts of the capital are go-
ing to be freed from the longest
flood shortly.

"However, it still depends on
the drainage system — how fast
the stagnant water will be
drained out.” said an engineer
at the Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre (FFWC).

Alter Buriganga and Shita-
. the Turag has fallen be-

danger level and at Mir-

. the river was flowing 16 cm

low the danger level and at
Tur$l 15 cm w, he said.

ith the fall of . all the
rivers except the Meghna at
Bhairab. are now flowing below
lhcﬁl mark. R—

"‘Me, is expected to 8
c¢m below the danger level by 6
am Saturday”, sﬁid the FFWC
engineer. It was flowing only 3
cm above the danger lc%el. y};s-
terday morning, he informed.

According to the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Re-
lief, 39 out of 52 districts are
now flood-free.

Officials at the contrdl room
said flood water receded totally
from Manikganj and Barisal
yesterday, leaving only 13 dis-
tricts partially under water.

The districts where the situ-
ation returned to normalcy are:
Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Sunam-
ﬁ:nj. Cox's Bazar, Chittagong,

ati, Bandarban, Feni,
Rangpur, Nilphamari, Lal-
monirhat, Joypurhat, Kuri-
ram, Rajshahi, Sirajganj,
na, erhat, Bhola, Piro-
ur, Kushtia, Chuadanga,
Sarall, ﬁagu;:. Jamalp;;‘.
Impmr 'Etl'ﬂ' nﬂ. Eﬂﬁll. s
bari, Tangail, Gaibandha,
lblgan{; hariatpur, My-
mensingh, Natore, Gazipur,
Naogaon, Kishoreganj,
M j and Barisal.

The situation is rapidly im-
proving in Dhaka. Narayan-
Enn 1 unshllgaw. Narsingdi,

aridpur, Madaripur, Gopal-
Eanj. Chapainawabganj,

omilla, rahmanbaria
Chandpur,

Noakhali
Laxmipur.

People, who had taken shel-
ter in different centres, are re-
turning home. Some 10,49,525

Plc were given shelter in

716 centres across the coun-
try

and

Health Ministry Control
See Page 12 Col 8

Kuro set to emerge as symbol of

European economic integration

By M Anwarul Haq, back from Strasbourg

A new currency will emerge
in the global market from the
first of Jan next year and it
could change the economic di-
mensions of international
trading.

Known as 'Euro.' it will be
the new unit of accounting,
transaction and trading among
11 countries of the European
Union.

EU officials sald the new
currency would emerge as the
ultimate symbol and manifes-
tation of their long dream of 'e-
conomic integration and regen-
eration’' of Europe and it could
ultimately take on strong cur-
rencies like the US dollar and
the Japanese yen in interna-
tional trading.

After the introduction of
Euro, he German Deutch Mark,
French Frank, Dutch Guilder,
Italian Lira and individual cur-
rencies of seven other countries

| in Europe will cease to exist in

practice. Neither travellers nor
traders, and no banker will ever
see those notes which will be-
come collector’'s items at best.

In fact, the 15-nation Euro-
Ixan Union, which is the single-
argest trading bloc, is going to
make its economic vitality and
vibrancy felt through
launching of a single currency.

There will also be a single
central bank called the Euro-

an Central Bank (ECB) with

eadguarters in Frankfurt and
it will act as the controllin
bank for 11 EU nations whic
will become members of the
Economic and Monetary Union
(EMLU).

The EU states that would
adopt the Euro on January 1
are: Belgium, Germany, Spain,
France, Ireland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Austria,
Portugal and Finland.

Four of the 15 EU countries
— Great Britain, Denmark,

Sweden and Greece — are in the
process of deciding whether or
when to join the new monetary
regime,

‘It was unthinkable even a
few years ago that nations that
have once gone to war with one
another and battled in the
money markets would adopt a
common bond of a single cur-
rency burying the acrimony of
the past. The new currency
would be the weapon of a new
battle in the economic front to
meet the challenges ahead”,
said Patrick Child, a
spokesman for financial and
monetary matters of the Coun-
cil of Europe, while briefing a
group of journalists on a EU ac-
tivities' familiarisation trip re-
cently.

The transition to 'Euro’ has a
three-phases. In December,
1995, the Madrid Council de-
cided that Economic and Mone-
tary Union (EMU) will begin op-

eration on January 11,1999,
when the exchange rates of the
lmrticipatlng countries will be
n-ckedthand the Euro '.n."ll]f }t.'nhe-
come the single currency of the
monetary lt’;lﬁlht:-n. ’Eﬁu‘dy notes
and coins will enter circulation
at the end of 2001 at the latest.
During the three-year transi-
tion period (1999 to 2001), the
former national currencies will
continue to circulate as sub
units of the Euro. During this
period, economic agents may
use the Euro if they wish, but
none will be obliged to do so.

Meanwhile, the European
Central Bank (ECB) in Frank-
furt would have to complete the
massive task of printing some
16 million bank notes and 60
billion coins denominated in
Euros.

Saudi Arabia, the world's
| st oll exporter, has said it
will make all its trade invoices

See Page 12 Col 7
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Govt hospitals lack 'safe’
waste disposal method

Government hospitals in the
country do not have proper
wasle management system.

A senjor Health Ministry of-
ficial when contacted yester-
daif. said, "The hospitals do not
follow any scientific method of
disposing the waste generated
in those".

Asked why rules were not

laid down so far for 'safe’ dis-
posal of hospital waste, he
rtgli:d. "We are seriously con-
sidering constituting rules for
safe disposal of the hospital
waste.”

He. however, did not specify
when would the rules be formu-
lated.

There are more than 75 gov-
ernment hospitals across the
country and these are greatly
responsible for spread of vari-
ous deadly communicable dis-
eases due to 'unsafe’ method of

By Naimul Hagq

waste disposal.

In the absence of medical
waste treatment facility, the
hospital waste is simply left in
the open, contributing to spread
of typhoid, pneumnonia, menin-
gitls and such other diseases
and environmental pollution,

‘It is always recommended
that ]pathulagi{ral waste (body
parts) be incinerated to protect
public health and for safety.
According to the US Centre for
Disease Control, two per cent or
less of a typical hospital's waste
stream must be incinerated for
public safety and health con-
cerns,” Farzana Anwar, an en-
vironmental lawyer based in
the USA, said.

In reply to a question she
said, "All the hospitals in
Bangladesh should opt for ser-
vices of several common incin-
erators to burn their infectious

Impeachment evidence

More 60000 pages

awalt release!

WASHINGTON, Sept 25:
Torn by partisanship and in-
ternal party differences, the US
House Judiciary Committee met
in closed session today to pre-
pare 60.000 pages of potential
impeachment evidence for pub-
lic release, reports AP,

While the committee rushed
to send the material to the gov-
ernment printer Monday, one
Democratic lawmaker sought to
postpone the deadline and keep
the information secret for now.

Rep Zoe Lolgren proposed
over Republican opposition
that the committee determine —
before releasing anything else —
whether President Bill Clin-
ton's conduct constituted a

See Page 12Col 1

Bill Chinton

'Stop extortion by AL

activists in thename
of relief: Khaleda

Opposition Leader Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
the government to stop "extor-
tion” by the ruling party ac-
tivists from offices and busi-
ness establishments in the
name of relief, rts UNB.

“Not only the poor, all
classes of people were more or
less affected by the prolonged.
devastating flood. People have
extended all possible assistance
to the flood victims,” she said,
alleging that the ruling party
activists were collecting money
forcibly.

The BNP Chairperson was
briefly addressing a gathnﬂnﬁ
at Shahjahanpur lway Hig
School while distributing relief
anda among the flood victims
n the afternoon.

During the day, she dis-
tributed . potato, pulses and
salt containing in a jute bag to
the flood victims at Abuzar Gi-
fari College, Shantibagh High
School and Cnlie%:. otijheel
Government Boys lf| 1,
Bulbul Lalitakala Academy,
Kamalapur Sher-e-Bangla High
School, T&T College, and
Arambagh in Motijheel thana.

Begum Zia blamed the gov-
ernment for its failure to dis-
tribute relief properly to the
destitutes and also accused the
rulln% party leaders and work-
ers ol plundering and misap-
propriating relief materials.

he said: "It is not the gov-
ernment relief. The relief goods
have been donated by the people

Nagorik Durjog
Mokabila Udyog

formed
By Staff Correspondent

A group of eminent citizens
have formed an organisation
called Nagorik Durjog Moka-
bila Ydyu%with the objective of
meeting the challenge of post-
flood recovery and rehabilita-
tion.

A press release issued by the
Centre for Policy Dialogue said,
"It is in this context that we
have convened a citizen's ini-
tiative to | our efforts and
ideas to better address the
problems we face."

The mission of the organi-
sation is to organise the cre-
ative energies of the citizens
and help them participate in
the post-flood rehabilitation
and recovery activities, collect
evaluate and disseminate in-
formation on damages and
losses caused by the flood, it
added

The organisation would as-
sist in determining the types of
intervention that are required
to feed, shelter and generate in-
come earning opportunities for
the flood-affected people.

See Page 12 Col 5

and the foreign donor agencies
and countries.”

She alleged that relief goods
are being sold in the open mar-
ket as during the famine in
1974 when relief goods of
Bangladesh were sold in India.

The BNP Chairperson said
the flood affected people have

See Page 12 Col 7

clinical waste.”

Dr Reaz Mobarak, head of
environmental health division
of Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies, who recently
carried out extensive studies on
wasle management in govern-
ment hospitals and private
clinics said, "There is no proper
treatment facility for medical
waste in the country either in
the public or in the private sec-
tor. Awareness is also lacking
among the people as well as pro-
fessionals and workers con-
cerned”.

According to experts, there
are many alternatives to waste
incineration which are much
more economical and non-pol-
luting to environment. Various
technologies have been devel-
oped to sterilise and reduce the
volume of medical waste with-

See Page 12 Col 3

38 killed in
Spanish
air crash

MADRID, Sept 25: A Spanish
airliner crashed today into a
Moroccan hillside, killing all
38 people aboard, rts AP.

Rescue workers have recov-
ered 18 bodies so far, the stale
news agcnc¥l Efe said, quoting
sources in the regional govern-
ment in Melilla, a tiny Spanish
enclave on Morocco's Mediter-
ranean coast.

The plane, with 34 passen-
gers and four crew, was headed
to Melilla from the southern
Spanish port of Malaga when it
went down in Moroccan terri-
lnr{v about 20 kilometers (12
miles) from Melilla as it ap-
proached for landing.

Visibility at Melilla airport
was poor.

Most of the passengers were
Spanish military personnel

See Page 12 Col 2

Wanted criminal
held at Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 25: Po-
lice today arrested Mamunur
Rashid. a wanted criminal and
a leader of a faction of pro-gov-
ernment Chhatra League, from
a house in the city, reports UNB.

Mamun, who was also on the
list of 442 terrorists of Chit-
tagong city sent by the Home
Minisiry, was wanted for as
many as seven cases, including
three murder cases.

He was convicted for life im-
prisonment in a case involving
a gunfight between two groups
of Chhatra League at Awami

See Page 12 Col 8
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Rajuk Commercial
Plot Auction Notice

This is for information of all intending persons
that most suitable (1) Commercial Plot No. 12 in
Sector No. 3 of Uttara Model Town, Dhaka
measuring more or less 10- katha (2) Commercial
Plot No. 5A having road facilities on two side in
Sector No. 3 of Uttara Model Town, Dhaka (3)
Commercial Plot No. 8 of Kabi Faruk Sarani in
Nikunja measuring more or less 10-katha and (4)
Plot No. 37 of Dhaka Mymensingh Road in
Nikunja Com Area, measuring more or less 10-
katha. P/of N-5 Commercial Area Plot No. 5 of
Motijheel Extension Commercial Area, Dhaka
measuring more or less 10-katha will be allotted
for 99 years lease on open auction.

Prescribed application form to be obtained with
terms and conditions from Sonali Bank, Rajuk
Bhaban, Dhaka on payment of Tk 500/-(five
hundred) in cash (non-refundable) from 29.9.98 to
08.10.98 during office hours and will be received
by the Deputy Director (Estate) from intending
persons up to 3:00 PM on 11.10.98.

The auction will be held every day at 11-00 AM
on 13.10.98 for Plot No. 12 mentioned at Sl..1, on
14.10.98 for Plot No. 5A mentioned at Sl. 2, on
18.10.98 for Plot No. 8 mentioned at Sl. 3, on
19.10.98 for Plot No. 37 mentioned at Sl. 04 and on
20.10.98 for Plot No 5 mentioned at S| No 5 in the
conference room (3rd Floor) of Rajuk Bhaban,

Chairman
DFP-20297-23/9/98 Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhaka




