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NEW YORK, Sept
22 (AP/AFP): F'Iu-
rence Griffith
Joyner was one of
: a kind.

| The fastest womn

en's sprinter in history, she
also established the standards
for fashion in track and field.

: No one has matched the feats '

she set 10 years ago — world
records in the 100-and 200-me-
tre dashes, marks that still
‘stand. And no one has du li-
cated the flair she displa
hu' flamboyant, colou nl:*
outfits, her elahnratn.
linhed 6-inch (15-cm)
fing: ails.

Police said an autopsy will
be conducted but the 1988
Olympic hero is believed to
have died of a heart seizure sim-
ilar to one she suffered in April
of 1996 on a plane bound for St
Louis.

"It's very sad someone sop
young has to deal with this type
of thing." said retired US athlet-
ics legend Carl Lewis. "Peo le
EUJI remember the thlnga s

l "

Griffith Joyner stunned the
world on July 16, 1988, with a
world record 100m run of 10.49
seconds in a quarterfinal heat
at the US Olympie trials in In-
dianapolis.

On a blustery day, a wind
gauge for her effort read zero, a
controversy that had critics as
recently as last week ¢ for
the mark to be stricken or noted
as believed to be wind-aided.

Griffith Joyner went on to

three gold medals at Seoul and
was also part of the 400m silver
medal relay, with a 48.07 leg.
- "We were dazzled by her
speed, humbled by her talent
and captivated by her style,” US
President Bill Clinton said.
"“Though she rose to the pinna-
cle of the world of sports, she
never forgot where she came
from, devoting time and re-
sources to helping children.”

Griffith was co-chair of the
President's Council on Physical
Fitness and Sports.

Griffith Joyner married
1984 Glyrglpic triple jump
champion Joyner in 1987
and also became the sister-in-
law Jackie Joyner-Kersee, hep-
tathlon wnrlynrecurd holder
and six-time Olympic medalist.

Joyner Kersee and her hus-
band-coach Bobby Kersee were
unavailable for comment, but
Joyner's brother, Wedon Pitts,
said, "It's a sad time. Everyone
is down. But we are all trying to
stick together.”

Questions afcf)erfurmance‘
enhancing drugs dogged Griffith
Joyner after she made major
speed gains in 1988 and quit the
sport shortly thereafter, but she
passed every doping test she
ever took.

"No one can achieve great-
ness without being under suspi-
cion,” USA Track and Field ex-
ecutive director Craig Masback
said. "She was tested 11 times in
1988 and didn't test positive.

"Her legacy should be as a
great athlete and a great leader
of this sport. Florence was a
ground-breaker. the entire
community of track and field
mourns her passing.”

Crawford rejected sugges-
tions of doping, saying, "Flo-Jo
will go down in history as one
of the greatest athletes on earth,
she met every test. It would be
very unfortunate to put any
black mark to her name. | hope
the world would embrace her.”

Evelyn Ashford, a former
women's 100m world record
holder and Seoul rival of Grif-
fith Joyner, was too shaken by
the death to worry about the

A K Sayeedul Huq

WEST PUSHED THE OPPONENTS
TO A VIABLE GAME CONTRACT |

THE TIME SHE RULED THE W{JRLD An AFP file hutu uf American sprmt queen
Florence Griffith Joyner celebrating her 100 metres win in the 1988 Seoul Olympics. Flo-Jo
died in Los Angeles on Sept 21 due to a seizure.

dnpinﬁ accusations.

on't want to talk about
the doubts. I'm in shock right
now,” she said. "Our rivalry and
the things about her records, |

‘guess that's why everybody's

calling me. I'm shocked. My sis-
ter-in-law called me and told
me about the heart attack. [ was
totally surprised.”

Griffith Joyner. running
uniforms showing a flamboy-
ance for design, made basket-
ball’'s Indiana Pacers ask her to

redesign their uniforms in
1989.
"Sadly, her life has passed as

rapidly as her races," said
Primo Nebiolo, president of the
International Amateur Athlet-
ics Federation. "It is a great
shock and which makes me ex-

tremely sad.”
"Flo-Jo not only won three
gold medals — she won the

hearts of the American people,”
US Vice-President Al-Gore said.

Griffith Joyner, who won the
Sullivan Award as 1988's top
US athlete, retired shortly after
the Games amid accusations of
doping. She pondered a 1996
Olympic bid but said a sore
right Achilles tendon kept her
out.

Griffith Joyner authored
many children’s books, featur-
ing the character Barry Bam
Bam; she wrote poems; she was
a beautician, an artist, a model
and performed in movies and
television: she did numerous
commercial endorsements.

Greg Foster, a three-time

world champion in the 110
hurdles who was once engaged
to Flo-Jo, called her death "a
shock.”

"We lost one of the great
track and field athletes in his-

tory,” he said. "She's going to be

Flg-Jo was born on Decem-
ber 21, 1959, one of 11 children
of an electrical technician fa-
ther and a teacher.

Worlé's fastest woman

Florence Griffith Joyner, one of
history, died Monday. Known as
star was a role model for young

A profile:

® Born in Los Angeles in 1959
B Began running track at age 7

B Went to California State University
to train with renowned Bob Kersee,

then followed him to UCLA

A the great track and field athletes in 4
“FloJo,” this flamboyant track :

women everywhere

B Won silver in the 200 meters in 1984 Olympics
B Won three golds and one silver in 1988 '

Olympic Games in Seoul

B Set world records in 100 meter trials in

Indianapolis 200 meter race in Seoul

® Clocked at 23.5 mph

® Married to 1984 Olympic triple-jump gold g

medalist Al Joyner

m Sister-in-law of Jackie Joyner-Kersee,

six-time QOlympic medalist and worid

heptathlon record-holder
® Retired from track in 1989

B Served as co-chairman of President's

Council on Physical Fitness

® Inducted into USA Track and Field Hall <

of Fame in 1995
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Flo-Jo took steroids?

LONDON, Sept 22:

A former trainin
partner 0
Florence Griffith-
Joyner, who died
on Monday at the
age of 38, is convinced the
sprinter took a cocktail of drugs
to make her the fastest woman
on earth, reports AFP.

Lorna Boothe, a former
Commonwealth silver medalist
hurdler, trained regularly with

Griffith-Joyner in the build-up

to the 1988 Seoul D]}rmpics
when the American's record-

breaking performances helped
her to '[hI‘EE gold medals.
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South West

2 Diamonds® Double
3 Diamonds 3 Hearts
4 Diamonds 4 Spades
5 Diamonds Pass

¢ Strong diamond suit
** Artificial, showing 7-9 HCP.

Spades and
game in Di
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(Hand # 101)
North
4S5 QXX
West YH K1096 East
45 AKBEX :E?:EIII i &S Ji07
YH QJBXXX : PH ATX
¢*D: 6 ¢D JOB
&C K South (D) &C JOTX
4S5 9X
¥ H None
¢D AKQIO7TXXX
&C.Q108

Bidding: East-West were vulnerable.

South opened two Diamonds which under the bidding system followed
by the partners indicated a strong Diamond suit with most of the points
concentrated in the bid suit. [t was doubled by West for take out and East
showed HCP in the range of 7-9. South rebid Diamonds and West bid 3
Hearts. This was doubled by North for penalty but South bid again as he
had hardly anything elsc to beat East West. At this stage West should
have passed leaving the decision to the partner, but he thought that
partner would never know about his second suit. Thus, West bid 4
it was passed by both North and East, South booked

West led the King of Spades and on seeing the Queen in the dummy
switched to the Queen of Hearts. This was covered with the King and
Ace while the declarer ruffed in the closed hand. On clearing the trumps
in three rounds, the declarer played the 9 of Spades from hand to set up a
trick in the dummy. West ducked the trick as he did not have a suitable
' return. On winning the Spade Queen the declarer played the Ace of Clubs
| with the intention of playing a small Club from dummy to insert the 10
 from the closed hand in the hope of finding the Jack with the East.

. However, he struck gold as West produced the King on the Ace of Clubs,

| Thus, he took the marked Club finesse to make 6 Diamonds. In the post-

mortem it was found that if West passed 4 Diamonds, North South would
1hn:m¢:unly:pmmuuurmmdmimmtimupuﬂum?

North East
Pass 2 Spades**
Double Pass
Pass Pass
Pass Pass

|

But Boothe, now the British
athletics team manager., was
amazed at the transformation
of Griffith-Joyner and believes
drugs may have played a role in
helping her to sat world records
for 100 and 200 metres that still

~ stand today.

Boothe said: "I am aston-
ished by the way Flo-Jo, a very
good athlete in her own right,
changed so incredibly from the

slightly overweight, sluggish
sprinter | was easily able to t
in training in California. She

dramatically developed into
sub-11 seconds from that
Olympic summer."”

Griffith-Joyner, who died of
a suspected heart seizure having
already survived a similar at-
tack in 1996, was tainted with
accusations that her perfor-
mances in Seoul were only
achieved on the back of steroid
abuse.

She was surrounded by ru-
mours that her striking new
muscle definition was chemi-
cally induced, something which
Boothe believes may be the
case.

"“In 1987-88 | met a nurse
who said she was working in a
California hospital in what we
called the valley." 43-year-old
Boothe tells the London

"The nurse insisted that Flo-
Jo was coming to the hnspital
regularly to be given a five- 5:
cocktail of drugs including
steroids and testosterone.

"She was adamant about
what she had seen. When | men-
tioned it to one of my coaches,
who must have been looking out
for some quick money, he con-
tacted the local press and | was
told there was at least 25,000

‘pounds in it for me.

"That was quite a lot of
money to me at that time but |
definitely wasn't interested. |
was just an athlete, training
hard. | also knew that when it
came to drugs of any kind round
there you could easily get a hit
man dealing with you and tak-
ing you out.”

the hopes that the suspi-
cions surroun the death of
Griffith-Joyner will serve as a
warning to young athletes who
may be tempted to take drugs to
improve their performance.

"Because of what | know in-
timately of the scene at that
time in California | can only
pray that she did not die from
the ]ung tc.-rrn effect of using
dru%& " she said.

f she did then this would be
a terrible waming to the young
in athletics today.”

Evening Standard.
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KUALA LUMPUR,
Sept 22 (Reuters):
Britain's Queen
Elizabeth today
signed for Manch-
. ester United.

But she has no plans to play
as striker for the world's most
famous football club, target of a

takeover media tycoon Ru-
pert Murdoch.
Having flown half way

across the world for her state
visit to Malaysia, she ended up
autographing a football for fa-
natical Asian fans of the fa-
mous British club.

Club fans, spo a sea of
red Manchester United shirts,
met the Queen on her walk
about in a Kuala Lumpur shop-
ping centre,

e football will now be k?t

in a special glass case in t
Kuala Lumpur headquarters of
the club which b-uutl 5,200
members in Malaysia, Singa-
re, Brunei, Indonesia and

ailand.

On hand to the Queen
was Bgtl:lg;wthﬂl t:Ehu-
sador Charl one
of the club's most famous

Lmuﬂlmhﬂﬂf s

dogg Vo s

uf cer-~
emunie: to Hnnch-
ester, site of

mmmmumm izl

ﬂII].ﬂ

earlier

' David Beckham,

w

in Queen
Elizabeth!

The Kuala Lumpur Games
were officially clu&cd by the
Queen on Monday night.

British Sky Broadcasting
(BSkyB). Murdoch's satellite
television company, agreed
this month with

Manchester United's board of
directors to buy the club. The
deal sparked uproar amon
football fans who felt Murdoc
would have too much power in

the game,

The members of the Asia-
wide club are fanatically de-
voted to Manchester United.
Club administrator Laurence
How's son and daughter have

even gone to university in
Manchester.

The fans' favourite player is
reviled in
sent off in

" Britain after bei:Fw Py
or up

and's cruci

d once a

against
They go to
ome match

ear to watch a
ve and arly te at
their club to watch the other
ma heu on satellite television.
Queen Elizabeth's decision to
au ph a Manchester United
football may not *o down too
well with her 4-year-old
; Prince Harry. He is a
fan nt‘ Hmchutu United's

mh rival, Arsenal.

Sport

~Griffth Joyner: Greatness personified

| 32-man cricket
pool 80-overs

league
_ Sports Reporter

Unlike previous years, the
Premier Division cricket le
will be held on a single league
basis and matches will be 80
overs-a-side affairs. This was
disclosed by Bangladesh
Cricket Board eral secretary

Ashraful Huq last night
while announcing the 72-mem-
ber Cricket Cnmmltt:c of
Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM).

Ashraful also said that the
First Division league will also
run in.the same format pro-
vided the CCDM, who runs the
cricket in the capital, have
enough grounds during the sea-
SOn.

The board have bracketed 32
cricketers in the national 1
for the coming season and ﬁo
dccided to allow a maximum of

Br yers for a club. Besides,
lhe emier league outfits will
be able to register a maximum
of four foreign players of whom
two will be eligible to play in a
game.

The 32-man national pool
consists of Azam Igbal,
Shahriar Hossain, Faruque
Ahmed, Akram Khan, Aminul
Islam, Khaled Mahmud,
Naimur Rahman, Hasibul Hos-
sain, Morshed Ali Khan, Safi-
uddin Ahmed, Mohammad
Rafique, Sabbir Khan, Mush-
fiqur Rahman, Zakir Hasan,
Minhazul Abedin, Athar Ali
Khan, Tanveer Khan, Enamul
Haque, Sanwar Hossain,
Anisur Rahman, Mehrab Hos-
sain, Javed Omar Belim,
Hasanuzzaman, Habibul
Bashar, Zakir Hossain, Jewel
Hossain, Mofizur Rahman,
Manjurul Islam, ' Al-Shariar,
Sheikh Salauddin, Sajjad
.Iﬂhmad Shipon and Saif -

am.

Dhaka Billiard's
quarterly prizes

Sports Reporter
The prize-giving ceremony
of the week-long quarterly
snooker and I' tournament
of Dhaka Billiard Centre (DBC)
was held at the centre in Gul-
shan last night.

Syed Fahim Munaim, Man-
aging Editor of The Daily Star,
gave away the prizes among the
winners as chief guest of the
night.

Chaired by AK Faizur Rah-
man, chairman of the DBC,
Jubayer Ahmed, Trade Devel-
opment Officer of British Amer-
ican Tobacco, Bangladesh, and
eminent banker Zahirul Haque
Chowdhury were also present
on the occasion.

Sohel Asif won the men's
snooker title and received a
mobile telephone with a sim
card while Anwar Hossain, who
emer runners up, bagged a
VCD %?gycd PrAREE

. In the juniors (under-21)
snooker competition. Iqbal
Asif ‘and Ashique Aziz clinched
the championship and runner-
up trophies, and were awarded
equal to the men.

Igbal Asif also received a
VCD player as champion of the
student | competition while
Arnib Majed received a CD
player as runner-up in the
event.

A large number of guests and
members of the DBC attended
the programme.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Mr Munaim thanked the DBC
for promoting the game in
Bangladesh and also assured
the centre to provide nec
media coverage in future for the
development of the sport.

Div Il soccer

Muslim Institute defeated
Prantik KC 1-0 in the metropo-
lis Second Division football
league at the Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium in Mirpur yes-
terday. reports UNB.

Nadim netted the all-impor-
tant goal in the 50th minute.

Wednesday's matches: Gan-
daria Famous SC vs Mohakhali
Eleven. PWD vs Avijatrik Mal-
ibagh at the same venue.

Elll‘() 20(_)g

Traffic main

trouble

BRUSSELS, Sept 22
(Reuters/ Internet): Traffic jams
are the main problem for the
Euro 2000 soccer championship
in Belgium and the Nether-
lands, tournament director
Alain Courtois said on Tuesday.

"Everybody's talking about
security and tickets, but what's
k:c ing me busy more is the

obility problem,” Courtois
t.uld Het Nieuwsblad newspaper.

"How are people going to
reach and leave the stadium?
How do we make sure that it is-
n't a nuisance for people? We
need good public transport be-
tween huth countries to ‘avoid
traffic jams. This will be the
(main) problem of Euro 2000."
he said.

Courtois dismissed reports
that construction works in
Euro 2000 stadiums were be-
hind schedule.

Preparations for the finals
have recently been attacked in
the Dutch and Belgian media.

UEFA denied a report it had.

threatened to take the finals
away from the Belgian and
Dutch co-hosls.

"I'm regularly in contact
with UEFA. Never did I hear
any criticism or warnings."
Courtois said.

He sald a number of areas --
including security and ticket
distribution -- had not yet been
finalised.
|  Euro 2000 will announce the

schedule and ticket distribution
ans for the tournament at a.

news conference in Rotterdam
on October 27. A

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

SEPTEMBER 23, 1998

Ben’s drug bust still

lﬂNDﬂN Sept 21
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): “Ir‘nhih tcrlm lu-
xury of hin
Eern}'-]uhnunnstglrli-
. se and fall at the
Seoul Olympics has the

and simplicity of an ancient
Greek myth.

An outsider upsets the estab-
lished order, incurs swift retri-
bution from the offended gods
and, eventually, harmony is re-
stored.

But it was never quite that
simple and 10 years on the
Johnson drugs bust still haunts
the Olympic movement, .

ecade ago this Thursday,
the brooding Jamaican-born
Canadian with the outsize torso
of a weightlifter stood in lane
three among the finest sprint-
ers ever assembled for an
Olympic 100 metres final.

Three lanes to his left, de-
fending champion Carl Lewis
bounded qn the balls of his feet

with balletic grace, a gloriously

fted athlete at the height of
is powers.,

Separated by Linford

Christie and Calvin Smith, the
pair settled under starter's or-
ders.

At the gun, Johnson literally
leapt from the blocks, propelled
by those improbably powerful
arms.

At 50 metres he was almost
two metres ahead of Lewis, at 80
the margin was the same, at the
finish he crossed the line like a
runaway ess train in an in-
credible 9.79 seconds, still the
fastest time ever recorded with-
out wind assistance.

It was though, assisted by a
steroid also used to fatten cattle
for market. A test at the

championships.

Harmony, thuugh. was not
and has not been restored either
to the Olympic movement or th:
major sport of the Games. ;

After Johnson's expulsion,
the Seoul Gameés became bathed
in an increasingly unreal light.

Florence Griffith Jo n:r
who died suddenly of a
seizure at the age nf 38 on Mun-
day, took centre stage before an

. aduring public but a by now

sceptical international media

tter known for her

terously long fingernails and
outlandish uutﬂts than her
sprinting ability, Griffith
Joyner reinvented herself in
Olympic year as a world record-
breaker with a freakish 10.49
seconds over 100 metres at the
US trials,

Disbelievers on her arrival
in Seoul noted her bulging mus-
cles and curiously deep voice
and drew their own conclu-
sions. Flo-Jo, they decided, was
fuelled either by steroids or
human growth hormone. She
denied the charges.

Her news conference after
setting a world record 21.34
seconds in the 200 final became
increasingly hostile as Flo-Jo
was asked to explain her sudden
improvement.

"Hard work and dedication,"
she replied at one stage. "Hard
work and what?" shouted one
cynic. "Medication?"

The Johnson scandal com-
bined with suspicions over Grif-
fith Joyner and a host of other
athletes in a variety of sports
changed the face of  the
Olympics forever.

Previously, most observers
had been prepared to suspend
their dishelingespile tnr:reas-

haunts Olympics

mans who he said benefited
from a state-controlled doping -

Pmacumen evidence since

fall of. the Berlin Wall in

-ms support Francis's allega-

tions.

A subsequent book from the
defrocked coach shows drugs
were merely a part, albeit an
essential arl: of a broad u~

gramme aigm:d to pr
wnrld class sprinters.

Johnson served his two-year
suspension before returning te
competition in time for a an
unsuccessful campaign at the
1992 Barcelona Olympics.

Before the Games Jason
Livingston, a little-known
British sprinter known. as
"Baby Ben" because of his re-
semblance to, and admiration
for, the Canadian sprinter,
tested positive.

During the Olym
announced Katrin Krabbe. the
double 1991 wogld sprint
champion, had tes‘d positive.
The athletics world appeared to
be unravelling.

Barcelona, though, was
sibly the nadir for the Interna-
tional Amateur Athletic Feder-
ation and no comparable scan-
dals have emerged in the past
six years although there has
been a steady stream of positive
drug tests.

n the wider sporting con-
text, the Olympic movement
has taken its worst battering
this year just two years before
the first Games of the new mil-
lennium.

Police raids on the Tour de
France revealed widespread
drug taking and a series of
scandals in other sports have
forced the International

ics it was

NO WAY OUT:

September 21.

Olympic doping centre showed
up traces of the drug. His yellow,
bul ing eyes were the give-away.

ree days later, Johnson

was hustled though Kimpo air-
port by 50 security guards alter
the biggest drugs bust in

Olympic history, a tempora
hero now turned internationa
pariah.

Retribution was swift and
savage.

Johnson's gold medal and
world record were removed. In
the following year athletics’
world governing body took its
revenge., expunging his 1987
world title and previous world
mark from the record books
even though he had passed all
drugs tests at the Rome world

An AFP file

photo of Canadian sprint ace Ben Johnson signing his
autograph. Johnson, who had appealed against a life ban imposed on him in 1988, got a
negative response from the International Amateur Athletics' Federation [lAAF) on

ing anecdotal evidence that
drug use was widespread in ath-
letics and other Dlymﬁic sports.
Now that a major figure was
revealed as a cheat the mood
darkened and a Canadlan gov-
ernment inquiry in 1989 cast a
shadow over . track and field
which has never been removed.
Charles Dubin, an associate
chief justice of the Ontario
Supreme Court, heard evidence
from Johnson and his coach
Charlie Francis detailing 'sys-
tematic drug use since Novem-
ber, 1981.
Francis's evidence was chill-
ing.
gThu‘: coach said no clean
sprinter could hope to survive
in the modern era and pointed
to the evidence of the East Ger-

Olympic Committee to call a
special drugs conference for
ear X next year.

t the e e of the storm lies
Johnson, banned for life in
1993 for excessive levels of the
male sex hormone testosterone.

On Monday, by tragic coin-
cidence the same day as Griffith
Joyner's premature death,
Johnson had confidently antic-
ipated an Ontario court would
uphold his lawyers' ument
?::tl the ban was in restraint of

e.

Instead, the court denied the
application and Johnson's des-
perately fragile illusion that he
could return to running at the
age of 36 was surely shattered
beyond repair.

COLOGNE, Ger-
many, Sept 22:
Stefan Effenbcrgs
international

comeback lasted

just 18  days,

After Bayern Munich's 5-3
win over Hamburg, Effenberg,
30, stunned his colleagues and
confirmed he would not play for
Germany again, less than three
weeks after he had resumed his
career in the national team.

Former coach Berti Vogts,
who resigned earlier this
month, called him up after

tia and he played in two
[riendlies a ainst Malta (2-1)
and ana.nla (1-1).

Vogts had wanted to build a

new team around the Bayern ,

midfielder, but quit on Septem-
ber 7 after eight volatile years
in the job.

Effenberg denied that had
anything to do with his deci-
sion.

He insisted club duties at
Bayern and his young family
are simply more important to
him than playing for his coun-
ry.
l-"’F"I want to concentrate fully
on Bayern over the next three

Etfenberg bids bye to nat 1 team

see it differently but it is my de-
cision. I want ln s d what lit-
tle free time | have with my wife
and my three children,” Effen-
berg said.

"It has nothing to do with the
fact Berti Vogts is no longer
trainer or that Erich Ribbeck
has replaced him.”

Ribbeck's assistant coach
Uli Stielike was stunned.

"Two weeks ago he made his
comeback and now he's retiri
already. I just can't understan
it. On the ﬂeld his absence is a
loss for us,” said Stielike.

Effenh:rg s wife Martina,
who doubles as the player's

Germany's miserable World Cup years that has to be accepted manager, said she did not agree
quarterfinal exit against Croa- and respected. Others are sure to  with her husband's decision.
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