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Asian floods : A warning for better water resources managemen_f

MURHALA, India, Sept 19 :
To Indian farmer Shiv Prasad
Paasi, the Rapti River is a god —
a wa ., capricious, awe-
somely powerful wander-
ing across the fertile Gangetic
plains, reports AP. -

Paasi was among the mil-
lions of Indians, Bangladeshis,
Chinese. Nepalese and South
Koreans driven to high ground
this summer when the Rapti
and other rivers roared across
Asia in the region's worst flood-
ing in decades. Nearly 6,700
people were killed in the rising
walers.

"Floods are the will of the
ods: They are destiny,” said

aasi, his submerged fields
stretching behind him in alvil-
1 in India’s most populous
sﬁt. Uttar Pradesh.

Others question what part

man plaved in the disaster.
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Bomb blast claims 29 in Algiers:

A bomb exploded inside a market on the edge of
Tiaret Friday, killing 29 and injuring 110,

The indiscriminate cutting
of trees for fuel or to make way
for farms reduces the ability of
the earth to hold groundwater
and take away the sting of ad-
vancing floodwaters as they
hurtle down plains. In addition,
global warming — caused by
carbon dioxide, and other
greenhouse gases — can cause a
rise in sea level, coastal flood-
ing and climate changes,
though scientists are hesitant
to attribute any one event to the
phenomena at this stage.

"l think that these naturally
occurring disasters, though not
necessarily related, are useful
in reminding us there ma
more to come," said Dick
Goldman, director in New Delhi
of a US ency for Interna-
tional Development project on
environment, energy and busi-
ness.

In India alone this summer,
looding killed over 2,500 peo-
ple. submerged tens of thou-
sands of villages in low-lyin
areas and destroyed over 1
million acres of crops in a hu
northern sald to be the
most flood-prone plain in the
world.

Villagers waded through
deep water carrying their chil-
dren and pu]linF along their
cattle and bundles of belong-
ings. Flood waters washed awa
tens of thousands of mud thatc
houses, submerged telephone
exchanges and power stations
and rlpplv]cd through highways.

In China, more than 3,000
people were killed nationwide
when thI:1 Yangtze Rt;crl;yt?]:
country's longest, was hit by the
heaviest flooding since 1954,
Tens of thousands of ple re-
main camped on dikes or in

. temporary shelters, which ofli-
cials say will be inadequate
comme winter,

Over 900 people died in
floods in Bangladesh, where
this year's extraordinary flood-
ing is blamed on unusually
heavy rain that fell non-stop

" for nearly a month and a
léighcrl:tgin-n?rmal ti;iatli:ﬁ in the

ay o ngal, pro trig-

gered by a series of unﬁ:rzega
earthquakes last month.

More than 270 South Kore-
ans were killed in three weeks
of downpours that began in
early August. In the Himalayan

kingdom of Nepal, 246 ple

were killed due to floods and
landslide, the heaviest toll in
five years.

"One common thread be-
tween the flooding in Asia is
that the average annual rainfall
has shot up.

The devastating floods in many countries of Asia have
caused a huge loss in life and property.
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Iran yet to respond to

US overtures for talks

WASHINGTON, Sept 19:
Iran's Muslim fundamentalist
government has falled to re-
spond to overtures from the
Clinton administration for im-
proving relations, but US inter-
est in a dialogue was reaffirmed
by the US State Department, re-
ports AP,

And while the United States
s looking for changes in Iran's
policies, "we have never made a
change in their behaviour a
prerequisite for a meeting, and
we're not changing that view,"
spokesman James P Rubin said

riday.

One of those hoped-for
changes would be a halt in
siunsnrship of terrorism,
which is annually attributed to
[ran in State Department re-
ports to Congress on terrorisim.

Secrelary of State Madeleine

Albright will sit down next
Monday in New York with For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharazi as

part of an eight-nation confer-
ence sponsored UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan on

tensions between Iran and
Afghanistan.

gistering sympathy with
Tehran over the deaths, ~ubin
sald, "We would certainly expect
the Iranfian government to
make clear its concerns about
what's transpired there, And we
share their outrage over the
killing of diplomats.”

He stressed the meeting Mon-
day was not strictly a conversa-
tion between right and
Kharazi, but that a speech the
foreign minister is due to make
on Friday to the Asia Society in

New York will get careful atten-
tion.
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Resumption of bilateral dialogue -

India, Pakistan set to

'War bawem Iran, Taliban
will be a disaster’

UNITED NATIONS. Sept 19:
War between Shia Muslim Iran
and the Sunnite Taliban of
Afpvhanistan would be a "disas-
ter” that would split the Mus-

on Afghanistan to be attended
by six of Afghanistan's neigh-
bours, China, Iran, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkministan and

Uzbekistan plus Russia and the
United States.

UN spokesman Fred Eck-

said, AP reports from Algiers.

lims world, the Pakistani In-
The attack was announced in a brief statement from Algerian

[ormaftion Minister saild Fri-

finalise modalities

e NEW DELHI, Sept 19 : India rime ministers. global pressure. an official | day, reports AFP. hard told reporters Friday that
:gf'lijcﬂltg ff;f:ﬁ]&?ﬁ st%bﬁgntws;d no ?n?LTgiﬂurﬁaﬂ;mJ? and Pakistan are all set to P The six other issues are Spokesman in Islamabad Information Minister [following tﬁg meeting, con-

ibilit | finalise modalities for gjichen. Tulbul Navigation Struck a different note saying | Mushahid Hussian Sayed, vened by UN chief Kofi Annan,
respons Y. resumption of the stalled roject, Sir Creek Boundary Pakistan 1is hopeful of a speaking at a luncheon with re- the Secretary-General's special

bilateral dialogue on all
outstanding issues, including
Jammu and Kashmir, when
Premier Atal Bihari Vajpayee
meets his Pakistani
counterpart Nawaz Sharif on

positive result.

Vajpayee and Sharif will be
staying in the posh New York
palace hotel, with one floor
separating them. Officials said
chances of an unexpected

porters said that his country
was concerned about a conflict
between the two branches of the
Islamic faith because "this
would have a serious fallout.”
"That would be a disaster, he

dispute, terrorism and drug
trafficking, economic and
commercial cooperation and
provision of friendly exchanges
in various fields. g

While the-Pakistani Foreign

representative for Afghanistan
Lakhadar Brahimi would re-
turn to the region “shortly
thereafter” for consultations.
Brahimi, an Algerian
diplomat regularly used by An-

Kabila arrives 1n Tl'lPOll: The presi-
dent of the Democratic Republic of Cofigo Laurent Kabila
| arrived in Tripoli Friday on a Congolese airplane, state
television reported, amid increasing concern about violations
of the UN embargo on Libya, AFP reports from Tripoli.

! "My visit to Tripoli comes in the framework ol support for

through all these procedures,
Plato Cacheris told Greece's
private Antenna
channel.

"She is, of course, gratified
that she herselfl is not involved

. PR R s f e 2 the sideline of meeting are remote as their said. It would be divisive for the nan as a trouble shooter on
Libya brought by all Africans, Kabila said referring to H;'E CWIISRY concerng ?ﬁgttg?rﬁgﬁ;alcﬁ“tmmy Minjslcnr l}ﬁ?lgﬂiﬁiﬂ‘i‘gﬂmﬁ; hectic schedules do not | Muslim world, and the fallout sensitive issues, is ted to
Organization of African Unity decision to stop respecting f:] for he trv" session, reports PTL. New Df he stalled dialogue coincide. would be in several countries.” visit Iran and Pakistan, but de-
€m argﬂ SEplE.‘mbcr 1. Thﬂ UN SCCUﬁtY Cﬂunﬂi EIPTI'::H f l- C{Juﬂ ry VE._'I avee. whu ]Eﬂvtﬂl f‘ﬂr rcﬂumﬂntmfi hl h.c aim:ﬂ at & Shaﬂf. Whﬂ arrives in New 'Thﬂt is Wh}' war Ehﬂuld he tails of his itiner are ex-

| “concern" Friday about reports of the growing number o ATHENS, Sept 19: Monica | New wfm{; on September 22 &Y ing g Cieve toward off York Sunday night, is slated to | prevented said Sayed. E;:cted to be firmed up during
violations of the embargo. . Lewinsky is "concerned for her heading a high-level delegation. temporary rep leave on Thursda{r or Friday. He added that he was 'opti- msldﬂ}? t?lks hff;- —

P : . country” but is also relieved for will h ncheon meetin — while Vajpayee will stay on till mistic' that an armed conflict ayed also urged the Unit
The political columnist for the hﬂ_nnﬂﬂ ranian ncwspap:il;i lawyer for the former White expected to firm up dates for re- DPRK denles With both sides eeing in following the murder of eight searching for a solution on
Tnus,dhaafrfen all:tr:sﬁf_;g:iﬁ éﬂ;lgﬂ};fpmﬂﬂﬂﬂng director s House intern said in an inter- starting the official-level b ld l Erlll'u:ipi: t:hat an}rhl'utur: Iranian diplomats and a nI:JF Afghanistan.
yesterday, reporis ; view broadcast in Greece on 1 hich had broken ialogue between the two nalist in the northern Aighan 3
Seyed Ebfﬂlhli:ﬂryﬂb?ﬁ" h?d MPEEPTJ?;]E&;‘:}];:;“‘“E F‘ridaﬁ. reports AP. 53{;—?5“; E}vgar following ul lng nucicar countries should cover the | city of Mazari-i-Sharif last ASSOCI&[B Of
it 'I..'I. E n I"E‘ﬂ n'r W'E o 7 L] L] x ‘
gﬂuiﬂ;ﬁnm %}F DfﬂE'El'E e alarite HIF e Aty CORire. l She is not eager to be going | [slamabad's insistence on first faClllt}’ entire gamut of bilateral issues. | month.

Bin Laden held
in Germany

WASHINGTON, Sept

discussing the core Kashmir
issue, official sources said.
Though Pakistan Foreign
Minister Sartaz Aziz has
expressed doubts about India’'s

The murders heightened
tensions between Shi'ite Iran
and the rival Sunni Muslim
Taliban with Tehran threaten-
ing to exact revenge and sending

it has been left to Vajpayee and

Sharif to decide on the future

course of bilateral parleys.
Official sources said the

prime ministers were expected

Storm floods more Philippine towns:
More towns were flooded as a tropical storm drenched much of
the northern Philippines yesterday, forcing thousands of
| peuﬂlt to flee rising floodwaters, AP says from Philippines.

TOKYO, Sept 19: North Korea
today denied it was building a
secret underground nuclear fa-
cility and threatened to retali-

television

19:

; uming the ate if the United States per- to broadly endorse the tens of thousands of troops to German lice have arrested a
The storm also whipped up large waves that sank a f:é-wb““t in any criminal sense. | think ﬁﬂg;::;mffmﬂﬂfhm sisted with allegations Lhifflt proposals of the foreign | the border with Afghanistan. senior official in interélalliunal
carrying 443 people south ci Manila before dawn {)e;te Ay Eg she's relieved for herself. She's | bhoth sides have indicated that a was constructing such a plant. secretaries lis the schedule Sayed reiterated that was terrorist Osama bin La Eflt-'l S Dlr-
| mid afternoon, the navy reported 221 people had been rescu also concerned for the country.” | major breakthrough is on the reports Reuter. for discu eight outstanding | not meddling in Afghanistan Eﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ and US o lﬂiahs
and two were confirmed dead. Cacheris, who is of Greek ances- |: cards unless there are last The United States has called issues identified by the two | and denied charges that Pak- ave filed Ehﬂi}’gﬂﬁ a 31“$ the
. . . . try. said in Washington. minute hiccups. for an outside inspection of the sides in Islamabad in June, istani commandors were ac- man in New York, Ihe Wash-

2 US aircraft collide mid-air:

1997.

Modalities for discussing
two of these issues — Jammu
and Kashmir, and peace and
security — at the foreign
secretaries’ levels is expected to
be worked out by the two
leaders, the sources said.

Groundwork for the
. Vajpayee-Sharif meeting was
done foreign secretaries K
Raghunath and Shamshad
Ahmad when they met on the
Iringes of the NAM summit in
Durban earlier this month.
Their proposals will be placed
lor consicderation before 1he two

Cacheris' interview aired
honrs alter the House Judiciary

Committee voted to release the
videotape of US President Bill
Clinton’s grand jury testimony
and an additional 2.800 pages
of material, including sexually
explicit details of Clinton’s re-

latiopship with Lewinsky, 1

ington Post reported Saturday,
says AP.

The Post, quoting US gov-
ernment sources, identified the
arrested man Mamduh Mah-
mud Salim and described him
as a major financial operative
and weapons procurer for bin
Laden.

site, citing deep suspicions that
North Korea is huiltglng a clan-
destine facility.

“The underground structure
near Nyongbon is not a "secret
underground nuclear facilily
but a civilian structure,” the
North Korea's official newspa-
w1 Rodong Sinmun said.

tively helping the Taliban
forces. !

"We want to be an honest
broker between Iran and the
Taliban." he added.

Sayed said that his govern-
ment was "looking forward” to a
ministerial-level meeting
Monday at the United Nations

Two US customs aircraft collided in mid-air ofl the coast of
Puerto Rico on Friday and one pilot was killed when one of the
planes crashed at sea, the treasury department announced on
Friday, Reuters says from Washington.

The Nomad marine surveillance aircraft were part of a grou
of eight planes, each carrying a pilot and a co-pilot, that had le

Puerto Rico en route for Curacao to wait out approaching
Hurricane Georges, . .. .. .,

Release of videotape

'"Pro-democracy party in
Myanmar can't convene
parliament'

House panel decision raises

stakes of Clinton's survival

WASITINGTON S0t 19: A
decisiug 1o fe is¢ 11I0Me Sexil-
ally explicit evidence in the
-White House sex scandal raised
the stakes Friday in President
Bill Clinton's battle for politi-
cal survival, reports AFP,

Some 2,800 pages of docu-
ments from independent coun-
sel Kenneth Starr and the
videotape of Clintons’ August 17
testimony about the Monica
Lewin affair will be released
at 9 am (1300 GMT) Monday.

The testimony reported]
includes shots of an angry an
evasive Clinton and the accom-
panying material contains a

transcript of a sworn statement

from Lewinsky concerning the
affair with the president.
The impact of the tape which

television stations are already .

preparing to run could be even
more damaging for Clinton who
denied the affair with Lewinsky
for seven months before mak-
ing a dramatic televised con-
fession on the same day he tes-
tified.
The White House and con-
El't"ﬁ:-ainﬂi;ﬂ Democrats angrily
lasted 1he partisan house Ju-

diciary Committee’s decision to
release the tape.

The president's White House
damage control team want the
{ape destroyed and Democrats
charge that Republicans want to
use it to increase the pressure
on Clinton to resign. -

During a two-day debate
filled with what one official
called "partisan rancour,” the
panel voted along party lines,
with Democrats vainly resist-
ing the republican majority’'s
bid to release new material.

"“There was a general view
among the Democrats not to re-
veal anything, and there was a
general view among republicans
to reveal as much as possible,”
said committee chairman
Henry Hyde.

John Conyers, the top demo-

crat on the panel contrasled the
comniittee's haste Lo the re-
straint, he said characterised
the impeachment process that
followed the Watergate scandal
24 years ago.

ouse Democratic leader
Richard Gephardt said: "The
Republicans have absolutely no

intention of conducting the in-
vestigation under the biparti-
san principles that the Water-
gate investigation followed.”

Hyde fired back saying some
sought to shift attention away
from the president by attacking
the work of Congress but the
reality is that the process is
working I!mm as our founding fa-
thers intended and no amount
of partisan sniping will keep us
from doing our job in a respon-
sible manner.” -

And the widely respected
lawmaker blamed Clinton for
lhel release of the explicit mate-
rial..

"The president insistence
that he testified truthfully in
both his deposition and grand
jury testimony has made it nec-
essary to make certain sexual
language a part of the public

record.” he said.

Republicans say the public
needs to view the tape to decide
whether Clinton is guilty of per-
jury in his attempts to cover up
the Lewinsky aftair.
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A woman kisses the hands of Mope JJohn Pau
Chiavari on the Italian riviera, Friday.

| II during the Pontiffs visit to the town of
AP/UNB photo

YANGON, Sept 19: The pro-
democracy party that swept
Myanmar's last general elec-
tions cannot convene Parlia-
ment and its recent declara-
ltons are in blatant violation of
the law, the state-run press said
Saturday, reports AP.

The National League [or
Democracy [(NLD) headed by
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung
San Suu Kyi. said last week a
|0-member committee repre-
senting those elected in the
1990 balloting would act as a
Parliament.

The NLD also announced it
would regard all laws and regu-
lations enacted by the military-
run regime after Sept. 18 as ille-
gal.

But government newspﬂ%crs
described both moves as "bla-
tant violations of the law” and
said such a Parliament would
nol be allowed to function.

The committee., which in-
cludes Suu Kyi, was formed
Wednesday and claims to have
the mandate of 195 arrested
members of parliament to gov-

ern in their name.

‘It remains unclear which
responsibilities of government
lthis rew committee intends to
take over,” a statement [rom the
government said Friday. "Un-
der what constitution will it
covern? Will it defend Myan-
mar sovereignty? Will it send
envoys to other countries?”

Myanmar, also known as
Burma. has been ruled by the
military since 1962. Although
the NLD won 82 per cent of the
seats in Parliament in the 1990
election, the military has never
allowed the assembly t» meet.

The NLD said Friday the
military had arrested another
10 of its members. That t:ings
the total to 853, including 196
members of Parliament de-
tained by the w‘litax{y to pre-
vent the opposition from con-
vening the assembly.

The military is wary, how-
ever, of arresting top NLD lead-
ers, particularly Suu Kyi, be-
cause of the international back-
lash that this would provoke.

Iran and Taliban now in 'war
- of nerves' state

ISLAMABAD, Sept 19: These
are menacing days along the
border between Iran and
Afghanistan, reports AP.

Dozens of Iranian tanks

owl across the sand, while

elicopter gunships chatter in
the skﬁ and some 200,000 sol-
diers hold maneuvers to hone
their military skills.

They are cheered on from
Iran's cities, where people mass
daily to protest the Killing of
Iranian diplomats by the Tal-
iban religious army that con-
trols much of Afghanistan.
Screams of “death to the Tal-
iban” and calls for revenge fill
the air,

Across the border, an esti-
mated 10,000 Taliban militia-
men have dug in. And their
leaders vow to retaliate against
any assault hﬁ attacking Ira-
nian cities with Russian-made
Scud missiles — the same
weapon Iraq fired at Israeli and
Saudi Arabian cities during the
Gulf War.

The options are reduced to
two: diplomacy or war.

While diplomatic initiatives
have been slow in coming, the
military option seems the least
tenable. Iran only has to look to
recent history to see the risks in
invading Afghanistan. The So-
viet Union's Red Army marched
in to bolster a tottering Marxist
regime, only to slink back out

in 1989 after losing a 10-year
war with Islamic militants.

Despite its saber rattling,
Iran’'s government can't be eager
to see its troops mired in a
guerilla war with Taliban sol-
diers hardened by four years of
fighting that have put them in
control of most of Afghanistan.

The Iranians could not ex-
pect much help from their
Shi'ite Muslim allies inside
Afghanistan, who are hemmed
in by Taliban forces in
Bamiyan province hundreds of
kilometers away in the centre
of the country.

"Even if Iran could take
Herat [in eastern Afghanistan)
then what?" asked Pakistan's
former interior minister, Nas-
rullah Babaar — the man Iran
and many Western govern-
ments believe fathered the Tal-
iban movement.

"If they then tried to move
out from there, they would get
bogged down like the Russians,”
heé said. "They would be stuck
trying to defend themselves in
Herat. It's not possible."

Another option is to arm
and supply Shi'ite Afghans who
have sought refuge in Iran and
send them home to fight the
Taliban, whose soldiers are
mostly Sunni Muslims.

Some people say Iran may
seltle for punitive air strikes,
but they fear that would cause

the Taliban to retaliate with
Scud missiles and possibly es-
calate the conflict into a ground
war.

Babaar, a former general in
the Pakistani army, said a war
between Iran and Afghanistan
could engulf the entire region.

nario:

The tribesmen of northeast-
ern Pakistan, who are ethnic
Pashtuns like most of the Tal-
iban's militiamen, take up
arms on the side of the Taliban.
India, which is on friendl
terms with Iran and is an ol
enemy of Pakistan, steps up
military activity against Mus-
lim separatists in the Kashmir
region to divert Pakistan's at-
tention.

"And when we (Pakistanis)
begin crying, China comes to
our aid," Babaar said.

On the diplomatic front
rogress has been slow. Thus

Par it is limited to calls for
emergency meetings, including
a surprising one set for Monday
between Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright and the
Iranian Foreign Minister, Ka-
mal Kharrazi.

What the Iranian govern-
ment needs is a face-saving
gesture from the Taliban to
quell the cries for revenge at

He sketched a possible sce-

Aggressions build between uneasy neighbors

Tensions between iran and Afghanistan's ruling Taliban regime have increased li::l'
the Taliban admitted its soldiers killed nine Iranians in a battle for the northern Afghan
city of Mazar-e-Sharif Here's a background look

2 e somsnn
IRAN TALIBAN
wr @ AFGHANISTAN
home and an appearanice of tri- e ! R | ed Omar
umph that would allow it to pull ! S
back its troops. “ 4 * Considers Afghanistan's ﬂ'h'm:;m'“h'm“
Taliban leaders don't seem = civil war a source of within Afghanistan poses a threat and
ready to concede one. instabiity on ke boraer 8nd the refuse Tehran's efforts to negotiate a
e movement's reclusive Taliban ::W H“f“:hl:"‘ o truce and power-sharing agreement.
leader, ‘Mullah Mohammed putting i : ‘Taliban's unusually strict interpretation
Omar, said he would not apolo- * The bodies of six Iranian diplomats of the Islamic Loak,tlﬂlmrln. bans
[ fpoh nd a journalist kilied last month have ic and bars girls from school and
ies for the killings of eight and a jou music a
ranian diplomats and a jour- been returned and ;m Taliban m nﬂm In m women can
nalist, something that would  Pledgedto ::.ﬂ‘ﬂ two others. - = .r:'“" “u'“'"'""‘:
tem - Accuses n The Taliban are Sunni Muslims.
T F_m-n_. members of the Hazara ethnic Their movement emerged in 1994 in
He also refuses to hand over ~ minority in hlm“hm-“ nm“ ot Hmmm
50 or so Iranians that Taliban ke most iranians, are usime. :

troops are holding, unless Iran
turns over former Afghan
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani and Uzbek warlord Abdul
Malik — the man Mullah Omar SN o .
believes ordered the massacre | . L

of 2,000 captured Taliban sol- e iy |

diers last year. :

For many, including the,
chief UN negotiator in the re-
on, Lakshmi Brahimi, the k
o peace is ending the flow o ¥ - : ;A
arms into Afghanistan — from N Zabol®
Pakistan to the Taliban and £ MY PR e

from Iran to the Taliban's op- e - Tens of
ponents.

Otherwise, even averting a
war between Iran and anis-
tan will not stop the bloodle-
tting inside stan.
ut both countries deny th
are aiding Afghan factions, an
UN diplomats have been unable
to slow the flood of weapons.
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267 peo
black fuel oil and
rescued from the Princess of the
Orient by naval ships, heli-
copters, and a panlnﬁ fishing
boat which picked up 1

the ship's m
spukeugmn Joel Garcia said. A
crew member .
ated Press that the ship's car

a
S
sc

ing," he
w&‘e. unaware of what was hap-

267 rescued, 2 dead *

Ferry with 443 aboard
sinks in Philippines

MANILA. Sept 19: Rescuers

lowered ropes from helicopters
Saturday to save passengers
who survived more than 12
hours in storm-buffeted seas af-
ter a Philippine ferryboat sank
with 443 people aboard, reports
AP.

The coast guard said at least
ple. rﬁuan}r covered with
grease, were

people.

Two bodies were recovered —

one washed ashore at a beach
resort and another retrieved at
sea, they said,

The ship sank in rough seas

several hours_after it left
Manila for the central city
Cebu. Dozens of relatives
waited, some crying, outside the
ship company's office in Cebu
for word of survivors.

of

No foreign names were on
giarlll'lz::lt. coast guard

told The Associ-

0

peared to have auddenfy

Elfted to the left in the heavy
as

"We did not have any warn-
sald. "The passengers

ship, a military
hnagd called his aide in Manila
by cellular telephone late Fri-
day and desperately asked for
h (]

ening. ‘'When they realisec
'E.rhal gms going on, it was too

late.” The crew member did not
provide his name.

Tomas Banzon, 25, a sur-
vivor picked up 1:3' the fishing
boat. said he was sleeping in the
ship's economy section on the
top deck at about 10 pm when he
heard shouting and felt his bed

tilting.
He:g put on a life jacket,

rushed outside and l|urrq:u:t:l into
the water, swimmin qulckly
away to escape the s ip's suc-
tion as it sank, he said. 4

Sulpicio Lines, which owns

the ship. said it left Manila
about 8 pm Friday for Cebu. A
few hours later it reported it
w&s listing
off Ba
kllummu south of Manila,
and lost radio contact with its
office in Manila around 12:3‘{]
am Saturday, the company (o .
naval authorities.

near Fortune island
as province, about 60

In another contact from the
colonel on

his aide said.
opical storm Vicki, with

75 kilometres per hour winds,
was located about 320 kilome-
tres northwest of Manila late

Friday, weather reports said,



