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Cleaning Up Operation

Even after steering clear of the traditional
alarmist streak, it has to be admitted that the
floods have given new dimension to Dhaka's envi-
ronmental problems. Only a huge and collective
cleansing operation can keep an environmental
disaster at bay. But we are yet to see the kind of or-
ganisational drive that the situation demands. Un-
til now the focus of cleaning operation has primar-
ily been on the removal of homeless, floating popu-
lation that took shelter on the roads and various
public and private buildings during the floods.
Apart from a hjghly publicised symbolic campaign
for recovering used polybags and the traditionally
undesirable movement of foul-smelling garbage
filled municipality trucks through city roads at
odd hours, there is very little of an integrated all-
out effort put on display by the authorities.

Given the immensity of the challenge we would
like to counsel the authorities to form a task force
comprising members from all the utility services
and concentrate on a cleaning overdrive. Despite
professed sound and fury about the urgency of
cleaning operation, the authorities are yet to come
up with a specific, area-based plan of action. The
triggering effect to involve the society in a partici-

patu? cleaning drive, so vital in an expansive cri-
sis like this, is still missing. It is imperative that

DCC apart from getting itself into full gear for the
task on hand, initiates a moholla-based cleaning
programme. It is more than do-able. DCC can and
should instruct the ward commissioners to organ-
ise youths and students in their respective areas to
work in tandem with the local government and
NGO work forces. Seeking cooperation from volun-
tary organisations like Boys Scouts, Rovers for
programmes like removal of water hyacinth from
the ponds tanks, streamlining garbage collection
in lanes and alleys should prove extremely useful.
The city management would be well-advised not to
see the cleansing job as a one-off effort but sustain
the heightened awareness for sanitation that the
floods have created.

In fact, if handled properly the aftermath of
floods can mark a dawning of a new era in public
awareness as far as city's environment is con-
cerned. But for this an integrated action plan with
effective participation of all the relevant agencies
and departments — DCC, WASA, Department of
Environment and Public Health Engineering is
needed.

The Diarrhoeal Challenge

Health Minister Salahuddin Yusuf's week-end
press conference from his hospital-bed to reassure
the journalists on the diarrhoeal situation turned
out to be a bit of an embarrassment for him. Jour-
nalists pointed out that government statistics did
not reflect reality on the ground.

The Directorate of Health services have stated
that only 29 more people died of diarrhoea from
mid-July to mid-September this year compared
with the toll taken during the corresponding pe-
riod last year. The current floods have made that
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room of the health directorate read as follows: dur-
ing the two-month flooding period two lakh fifty-
four thousand and nineteen cases of diarrhoea
were reported from all over the country. Out of
which 227 died but the death figure for Dhaka
metropolis showed nil. The information were col-
lected from 47 of the 52 districts swept by the flood

waters.
Anyway, what is more to the point is this: the

ICDDR.B has reported that the normal daily aver-
age of 200-300 patients it handled last year has
been outstripped by 900 per daﬁr as of now, due ob-
viously to tﬁe unprecedented floods. If the Dhaka-
based ICDDR,B is having to attend to emergency
patients of this number it is only a commonsensi-
cal inference to draw that the health directorate’s
control roon! statistics do not mirror the incidence
of diarrhoea in the whole country. For an accurate
portrayal of the diarrhoeal situation we must put
together not merely the ICDDR.B and government

%

control room statistics but also add the figures of

private hospitals and the various health centres
run by NGOs.

The WHO consultant for diarrhoeal diseases in
Dhaka Dr William has stated that depending on
government statistics the WHO is yet to term the

situation as 'epidemic’'. With the recession of

floods, water-borne diseases are likely to break out

on a larger scale than before. ORS, water-purifying

tablets and sanitation inputs must be available
and evenly distributed in all the flood-affected
zones with medical teams on hand to treat the af-
flicted ones. There is no room for cumelacen{:y.

Another Flash-point

A crass-border war between Shi'ite Iran and
Sunnite Taleban-ruled Afghanistan seems immi-
nent with a wider intra-regional conflict as its pre-
dictable ramification. But the world has been slow
to recognise the dangers facing the traditional
ethno-religious ethos of co-existence in that geo-
politically highly volatile region.

As the two countries go ballistic over troops
movement and threat of scud missile, etc., follow-
ing the ruthless murder of Iranian diplomats in
Mazar-e-Sharif by the Talebans and their refusal
to extradite the killers or tender apology to
Tehran, the world reaction has been largely con-
fined to making cautionary statements. UN Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan has pleaded with the
three countries which recognise the Taleban gov-
ernment — Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates — to use their good offices with the
Talebans for a peace deal. The US State Depart-
ment has urged the countries of the region to avert
a r:'ﬁunal flare-up. A peace offensive is visualised
l()ﬁ' e US the form of a diplomatic intervention

rough the informal two-plus-six group which in-
cludes Russia, the USA and Afghanistan's six
neighbours Iran, Pakistan, China, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

Pakistan has declared that she would remain
neutral if a war broke out between Iran and
Afghanistan. Islamabad has also suggested to
Tehran that a joint commission be set up to verify
complaints about the former's alleged material

in on.

Flood Damages and _Risk-faking Behaviour

OW that the flood tide

has started to recede after

more than two months of
duration, government policy
makers and donor agencies are
busy in assessing flood
damages and procuring funds
for relief and rehabilitation,
while NGOs, academics,
meﬂssinnal experts, business
eaders, journalists, social
workers and conscientious
individuals are getting together
to see what can be done to face
the vast trail of disaster that
the flood has left behind.

The recently-held (Septem-
ber 15, 1998) day-long Round
Table discussion organised by
The Datily Star and the Centre
for Alternatives under the title
"CﬂpinF With Floods: Relief,
Rehabilitation and Rebuilding
the Economy” brings out most
ol the issues that need to be
addressed in order to overcome
the calamity and to bring the
economy back to its normal

leVH- has focused on providing
immediate reliel to the victiins
with food, medicines, clean wa-
ter. and medical facilities for
treating water-borne diseases,
proper distribution of relief
soods, giving }[jrmrlly to the re-
abijlitation of agriculture by
supplying seeds and other in-
puts for winter crops. credit fa-
cilities and irrigation system
etc., income generation by
opening up employment oppor-
tlﬁ}ﬁitiﬂg “Ei}th FP{){)}S For Works
[FFW) and other similar mea-
sures, rehabilitation of infras-
tructure and maintenance of
law and order.

There was also an appeal to
the political parties for "rising
above petly party interests”
sinking "political differences’
which in the present political
climate seems more like a "day
dream” than a real possibility.
But a public demand for it
should be kept up for future
generations ol politicians to
work together in the face of any
national calamity.

However, the purpose of this
article is to focus on two issues :
[i) an unusual and less com-
monly discussed topic like "
peoples’ power” brought up in
the Round Table, and ([il) the
constructive role of the market
eCconomy in pn:ﬁaring against
uncertainties like natural dis-
asters, which was not discussed
in the Round Table. Inciden-
tally. I am pleased to see that
Dr. Atiur Rahman, senior re-
search fellow of BIDS, has pre
sented some of the long-term
measures like the Development
ol a Disaster Management
Plan. Creation of a Rotating
Disaster Management Fund by

introducing a Jamuna 5Sur-
charge-type levy . and by taking

1A E lack experience
and often ideas on
what to do,” Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vajpavee
sald candidly when | asked him
lo go over the 200 days of his
government in office and point
oul its achievements. And as if
he was trying to pinpoint the
fault he said. "the bureaucracy
1s a problem.” He found it strong
and entrenched.

It was not a formal inter-
view, just a conversation that
lasted about an hour. He was
beaming with good health. ra-
diant in the matching mustard
kurta dhoti and jacket he wore,
He was relaxed, often laughing.
Not even once during my stay
with him did 1 get the feeling
that he was not well. Why there
were doubts about his health? |
asked him. "It is media's doing,"
he said. "Television and other
canieras catch me in such a pos-
ture as would support their the-
sis of ailment.”

But this is not the first time
that ugly rumours against Vaj-
payvee are afloat. His own par-
tymen and ministers have tried
to pull him down in the past.
During the Janata government
(1977-79). when he handled suc-
cessfully the portfolio of for-
eign affairs, a whispering cam-
palgn was initiated against him
in the north to malign his
character. 1 will not be sur-

-prised if the same people are at

their game once again.
Vajpayee stands shoulders
above his colleagues in govern-
ment and in the RSS partvar.
They cannot match him in pop-
ularity. The next best thing they
think they can do is Lo defame
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In the case of natural disasters, the voluntary and unpaid services of the country's population is critical. One

e

sees that quite often when maqjor disasters

nccurinﬂmuntry._

Voluntary Contributions from
the rich and middle class
ople which | proposed in my
ast week's column on this page.
The more these ideas are
discussed in public the greater
is the chance of their being ac-
cepted and implemented by the
government which will be to
the great benefit of the future
generation of the country.

People asthe Sogety'a

Asset

From the study of the his-
tory of the birth of Bang-
ladesh, or of the independence
movement of this sub-
continent or of any other coun-
try, one is driven to the conclu-
sion that the GREATEST AS-
SET OF A COUNTRY IS ITS
PEOPLE. Countries without any
substantial natural resource
can grow and enju‘y high stan-
dard of living if people are
guided properly, while, on the
other hand, countries with con-
siderable natural resources
may remain underdeveloped
and chaotic when people are
ignored in one way or another,

Japan and Singapore are
some good examples of the
former while Burma. Nigeria,
and Congo are some examples
of the latter. How human power
is used by a country makes a
Spitent Hrfitwrﬁayam Ae¥h
lacing any calamity. Inciden-
tally, it is a vast and explosive
subject, it will be cut short here,
However, one may argue that it
is only the organised military

- strength of a country that mat-

ters and not the unorganised
mass of human beings. 1 would
like to argue that military
strength alone can neither win
a country's independence nor
defend it against any foreign
aggression without peoples
support. :

The example of Bangladesh
liberation war or for that mat-
ter liberation movement of any
country will support this hy-
pothesis. Therelore. the deep
commitment of the people play
the most vital role in a coun-
try's liberation or defense.
Similarly, in the case of natu-
ral disasters. the voluntary and
unpaid services of the coun-
try's population is critical. One
sees that quite often when ma-
jor disasters occur in a country.
In this year's flood in
Bangladesh, we saw how ordi-
nary people were carrying
5.mdhaﬁ5. plugging the breaches
and holes and guarding the
emmbankment round the clock
alongside the armed forces de-

. strength of the cnunuiy.
ibert

ployed by the government and
finally saving the DND em-
bankment, which would other-
wise have inundated Narayan-
gang and Dhaka.
imilarly, when ordin

people were homeless and lost
everything durin% the peak of
the flood. we saw how voluntary
organizations, NGOs and even
non-partisan groups of
individuals organised shelters,
reliefl camps and food supplies
for the victims. This spirit of
dedicated work for the defense
of the society when it is threat-
ened whether by a foreign
country or by a major natural
disaster and helping others in
distress is a source of great

Taking some y on
in

philosophising, one can say
the language of Philosopher A J
Ayre, "value it, because it is

JINSIGHTE

by
Kabir U Ahmad

also be kept under leash so that
no additional hardships are in-
flicted on the citizens at such a
crisis time. During war-time,
most governments usually im-
pose rationing- of essential
commodities to make them
available to the ordinary citi-
zens at fair prices. With the end
of the war, when situations im-
prove rationing is gradually
withdrawn.

One hopes that such con-
trols will not be necessary in
Bangladesh in the near future.
But government has done the
right thing by assuring suffi-
cient supply of foodgrains so
that market prices remain
within the reach of the ordi-
nary consumers.

However, market should
come to the assistance of the
post-flood situation. One
doesn't see this happening. I

valuable . owever, conlrasi
this with ever-increasing ter-
rorism, extortionism, looting
others’
widespread corruption, black
marketing and raping and
killing of women and children
that are going on in the coun-
try. For the genuine develop-
ment of the country, the former
should be properly harnessed
while the latter should be
rooted out with a firm hand.
Risk-taking Behaviour

When a natural disaster be-
falls, certainly it is first the
government which has to bear
the major brunt since it is the
guardian of the society and in a
democratic set up it also repre-
sents the people of the country.
But in a situation of severe cri-
sis, it is clear that government
alone cannot bear the brunt,
Other social and economic in-
stitutions as well as individu-
als have to share the burden. In
the foregoing section. | have
indicated how individuals and
social institutions have come
forward to share the burden.
But nothing has been seen so
far about the role of the market
as an institution coming in the
assistance of the society.

In a free market system,
market should be allowed to
function properly but it should

money and .assets, .

want to argue that a widespread
insurance system should be
utilised before the occurrence
of natural disasters to protect
the producers of all kinds of

s and services. Essentially,
natural disasters are some un-
certain events inflicting heavy
damages when they occur on
both individual market opera-
tors and corporate bodies.

Here comes the point of risk-
taking behaviour of individu-
als and corporate bodies in
market situations.

If there is an expectation
that some event may occur
with some probability, then an
individual takes some precau-
tions against that uncertain
event. For example, if one ex-
pects that there is a chance of
rain today, then the person who
has to go out may take an um-
brella to protect himself from
the rain. This is a rational
risk-taking behaviour.

To take another well-known
example, il one expects that
there is a chance of an accident
if one drives a motor car, then
to protect oneself against such
ari. eventuality the person
should buy an automobile in-
surance well ahead of taking
the car on the road. Now. there
are comprehensive insurance
and also just the third party

. stands clearl

insurance. The former costs
more since it covers all kinds of

ossible accidents while the
atler costs less because it cov-
ers only one kind of accident.

If the individual under-

all the conse-

uences of all kinds of acci-

ents and the associated Insur-
ance premia, and then buys the
comprehensive policy, he is be-
having like a risk-averter but if
he buys the latter he is taking
greater risk, and behaving like
a risk-lover. These are matters
of attitude of the insurance pol-
icy buyers.

However, in a country like
Bangladesh where floods and
cyclones recur with some regu-
larity and destroy industries,
fishing beds, agricultural crops,
foodstocks and houses etc.,
there should be insurance

against such eventualities.

Since the major cyclone of
1991, the insurance market
has provided Flood and Cyclone
[nsurance policies, under
PP T T
somie lisheries. subscribe them
to cover bolh floods and cy-
clones.

If these are properly sub-
scribed by the industrialists es-
pecially the small, cottage and
medium sized industries in the
remote distant areas which are
easily affected by floods or cy-
clones, then Insurance Corn-
panies will have to pay for the
damages. Of course it takes time
to assess the damages but in
genuine cases they have to pay
the claims. There is hardly any
buyer of crop insurance in this
country.

In this year's flood, the
worst hit sector is the agricul-
tural sector for both Aus and
Aman crops. Now the entire
burden of recovery of this sec
tor has fallen on the govern-
ment. Had, at least, the rich
farmers bought the crop insur- -
ance, then a good part of the
government expenditure on re-
vivinﬁ the agricultural sector
would have been borne by the
insurance companies. So is the
situation with the industrial
sector. Reports are coming out
that over 6000 industrial units
have been damaged and the
weaving industiry has been an-
nihilated.

If some of these had proper
insurance policies, their losses
wotild have been covered by in-
surance payments. The repre-
scntatives of the Chambers of
industries have approached
the World Bank for soft loans to
them as an assistance, but the

A Tete-a-Tete with Vajpayee

The fact that the country had been able to sustain itself after the sanctions and the currency cn'ush in Asia
showed that "We are doing very well." He said the price factor bothered him. But otherwise the

economy was looking up.

where may be taken in by the
lies they spread. But he did nol
seem ruiflled. Even when | asked
about the differences between
him and some BJP leaders. Vaj-
pavee kept quiet. He looked to
me as if he wanted to say some-
thing. Still he did not.

| came straight to the topic of
s government's rule of 200
days and asked him what he
considered was his biggest
achievemment since he assumed
power. He thought for a while
and said . "The Cauvery waler
agreement. People have wel-
comed it. in fact. every one.
Even AIADMK chief Jay-
alalitha came round to appreci-
ate it, although she was critical
in the beginning.”

He took a long breath and
said that at least one problem
was out of the way. He would
like to sort out some other

pending issues like Kashmir -

and the northeast. On the
northeast, he said the problem
was that there was too much
money in wrong hands. When |
told him that during my visit to
Kohima [ found extortionists
living in ministers’ houses. he
nodded in agreement.

He did not volunteer any so-
lution on Kashmir but expected
thatl some scitlement with Pak-
LSfRNNOR SRR NS e
ter his meeting "vith Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
in New York on September 23,
the talks on all outstanding is-

sues, including Kashmir, would
start in right earnest. "It could
have happened In Durban but
then Nawaz Sharifji could not
make it to the N sumrnit,”
said Vajpayee.

"l only hope that they will
not postpone the implementa-
tion of agreements reached ear-
lier in other fields on the plea
that the formula on Kashmir's
settlement had not been found
yel,” said Vajpayee. Whichever
problems the two countries are

opposition to achieve a consen-
sus on important malters,
something that the proeyious
governments were doing. lie
disagreed with my assessment:
'we are talking to them all the
time. What breaks the rhythm
or harmony is when there are
remarks by persons like
Congress MP Natwar Singh.”
Vajpayee did not mention
which remark he was referrin
to but he was highly critical o
him.

" BETWEEN THE LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

able to sort out. the agreemernt
should be put into operation
straightway "

Vajpayee recalled his meet-
ing with Sharif at Colombo. "I
liked him. He is a good hearted
person,” he said. Sharif, during
the meeting at Colombo. re-
called his visit to Lucknow
along with Begum Nawaz
Sharif. "l told him that I fight
the Lok Sabha election from
Lucknow.” Vajpayee said "My
leeling is that left to him,
Sharif would try to find a way
to bury the hatchet with India .~

. | pointed out to Vajpayee
that the fault of his government

Vajpayee. The

Asked why Nelson Mandela's
innocuous remark was played
up so much. Vajpayee said that
it was not his doing. In fact, af-
ter the remark, he sat with his
officials and others and decided
to ignore it since the remark
was too general and had come
from a tall person like Man-
dela. "At the banquet, [ only
said that the Indian government
supported the speech minus the
remark on Jammu and
Kashmir. Nothing beyond.” said
ollowing day
Mandela's deputy came to offer
an apology. The media was
there and they took it up in a

was nothing in the remark to
suggest a third party’'s interfer-
ence in Kashmir,

After having visited Aligarh
last week and learning about
the extra-constitutional doings
of UP chief minister Kalyan
Singh's son, | told Vajpayee that
it was horrifying to find corrup-
tion at high places and spread-
ing among their children. 1 told
him that sons were using their
lathers' name to make money.
Vajpayee expressed his help-
lessness. "We should accept it as
the fact of life. None can do any-
thing aboult it.” he said. Com-
menting on Bofors gun Kick-
backs. Vajpayee said that the
probe was going on but Rajiv
Gandhi's name was not there.
The evidence collected so far
was weak for a court case. The
only sustainable evidence was
against Italian national Quet-
trachi. His name was already
out.

"Relations with Washing-
ton,” Vajpayee said, "have im-
proved and we should be havin
good results. 1 do not know i
the present situation in Amer-
lca will come in the way." He
was however, sorry to note that
the US told Russia not to sell
weapons to India. "The Russians
have confirmed it to us.” he
sald. [The American embassy in
Delhi issued a contradiction to
say that America never told
Russia to stop selling arms to
India.)

developed
ance industry in this country.
The general attitude among
policy holders is that insurance
companies are good in realising
the insurance premium but
atrociousl
surance claims. One also sees
the corruption scandals of in-
surance executives in the news-
Eapﬂrﬁ. There is hardly any

- well in this country

World Bank has refused.

I do understand the under-
gtate of the insur-

the

bad in paying in-

ranch of the financial sector

free from such scandals. It
would be a miracle if the insur-

ance sub-sector were in a
strong, healthy gcsitiun gener-
ating ordinary businessman's
or farmers' confidence.

To conclude, the insurance
culture has not been developed
but if it
were overhauled and managed
efficiently with strict supervi-
sion, it could greatly reduce the
financial burden of the gov-
ernment in rewviving the econ-
omy after devastating floods or
cyclones.

Conclusions

It is clear that when natural
clisasters threaten the socicty
on a massive scale, the poorest
section, no doubt, are hit hard-
¢st and come for assistance Lo
the government, but there are
also people who rise up to the
occasion to boldly face the dis-
aster and help others.

This deeply ingrained hu-
manistic value should be nur-
tured and harnessed. Proper in-
surance culture should be pro-
moted and insurance industry
should be overhauled and
strengthened so that it can
earn confidence of the owners
and executives ol simall and cot-

tage iudu:-:.lrie? as well as the
latmers so that when major

floods and cyclones hit them
they can rely on insurance
claims for recovering their po-
sitions.

After 1988 flood when Er-
shad's government decided to
build Mirpur and DND em-
bankments, it was a rational
risk-taking behaviour to pro-
tect Dhaka and Narayangani
from similar future calamities.
This decision has pald its divi-
dends this time. I would suggest
that to protect villages and
small towns from future major
floods and cyclones, a decen-
tralised plan should be adopted
giving those city authorities
and union administrations in
the flood prone areas to build
flood shelters for the possible
flood victims and take what-
ever other measures necessary
to protect themselves against
such future eventualities.

The post-flood employment
renerating programme should

e dovetailed with FFW pro-
grammes for this purpose.

the economy. The fact that the
country had been able to sus-
tain itself after the sanctions
and the currency crash in Asia
showed that "We are doing very
well.” He said the price factor
bothered him. But otherwise the
economy was looking up. For-
eign investors, according to
him, were coming in. He was
highly pleased with the re-
sponse to the NRI bonds. "We
could have collected more if we
had extended the period.”

Reminded ot the Babri
Masjid, Vajpayee said that he
wanted the matter to be settled
through the court. "We have
again approached the judiciary
to decide the matter quickly.”
He assured me that his party
would accept the judgment.
whatever it was. "As one stage,
we had persuaded even the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)."
ne said. He was unhappy that
the police had begun to take
sides. "The kar sewaks did not
demolish the Babri mosque, it
was the police.” he said.

In the same context, he be-
moaned the role of police in the
Mumbai riots. But he had not
liked the Justice Sri Krishna
report. It did not take into con-
sideration the bomb blasts
which, he thought, were not
connected with the riots. "A bit
one-sided report,” he said.

I wanted to bring to his no-
tice the way M F Hussain, the
painter., was being hounded by
the RSS parivar. But once | saw
Hussain's painting in his room.
| kept quiet. Maybe, this is his
way ol telling people or others.
including the VHP. on which

side he was in the campaign

su&purt to the Talebans. It is time the UN acted
with a Security Council mandate to ensure pcacil

hini so that some jwople some- was that it did not contact the  way. 1 personally think there Vajpayee had a good word lor  dRainst Hussain,
' ; ; : Wh =i So | request the autﬁn;l' to Bangladesh? Yes we _[‘lui}"l_flull'lf'
Anomali e :‘dlc '-'l.nulld bjFlf?ﬁ per cent d['.l.f:i encourage investment and Yy Banani- allow rickshaws to ply on ::hc New Delhi for feigning [riend-
0O es 1n prﬁﬂnus l‘dlttﬂb ﬂr cent plus accelerate production. Kachukhetmad Hewli coristricted I'Eachukhtt ohin and seeking cooperation

s 4o enhancemen er cent - - _ ;
deprecmtmn rates romised) and n?; whefe tiv ke Foreign Private Investment Sir. A newly-constructed Banani road which are the only w:tE us but doing nothing for

Sir. With the objective of
simplifying computation of
business income and removing
the related complexities the Fi-
nance Minister in the Finance
Bill pro
initial depreciation and extra
shift allowances and in com-
pensation an increase by 20 per
cent in the normal depreciation
rate in respect of the assets
which were entitled to claim
initial and extra shift al-
lowances, was proposed.

In the Finance Act which
was subsequently published,
while the initial and extra shift
depreciation allowances were
withdrawn, there was no men-
tion of the compensatory rate
increase. NBR has now issued
SRO No. 1 (Income Tax) 98-99
dated 20.8.98 revising the de-
preciation for the relevant as-
sets at only 18 per cent. This
would mean a substantial re-
duction from the existing aggre-
ﬁale rate of 55 per cent for the

rst year (25 per cent initial
plus 15 per cent normal plus 15
Fer cent shift) and 30 per cent
rom the second and su uent
years to a revised rate of only 18
per cent, although from the Fi-
nance Minister's s h it was
clearly evident that the final

posed the withdrawal of

inance Minister's speech it
was mentioned that the existing
rate would be reduced. As such
subsequent fixing of the rate at
a substantially lower scale ar-
bitrarily by the NBR is against
the spirit of the Finance Minis-
ter's speech and detrimental to
the interest of the industrial
undertakings and the country
as a whole. The aforesald sud-
den and drastic reduction in the
depreciation rate would spell
disaster for the business com-
munity by increasing their in-
come tax liability manifold and
consequently reducing the
shareholder's return and the
size of appropriation and re-
serves on which the viability of
a company depend.

This would also seriously
damage investors confidence
and new capital investment
with possible dire consequences
for fledging entrepreneurs.
Such a consequence will in the
lnncF run be counter-productive
and negate the government's in-
tention for rapid and unhin-
dered Industrialisation. The
original intention for introduc-
ing the various depreciation
allowances such as accelerated,
initial, extra shift, investment
allowances etc., was to augment

[Fromotion and Protection] Act
1980, Clause 5 guarantees pro-
tection to companies with for-
eign Iinvestment from adverse
efiects of sudden policy shifts.
The above change in the policy.
therefore. will undoubtedly af-
fect adversely all the foreign

companies doing business in
Hunﬁlacttsh thus negating the

privileges guaranteed by the
Act,

Therefore, the following cor-
rective measures are required to
be adopted immediately in the
interest of the business com-
munily and industrial devel-
opment of the country:;

a) For the current Assessment
Year fix the rate of depreci-
ation at 35 per cent for
those assets which are
entitled to claim initial
and extra shift allowances.

bl Withdraw the relevant pro-
vision of the Finance Act
in the next year's budgel
and restore the original
provision.

Md Ataul Hoque
House No. 4403. Road No, 31

New DOHS, Mohakhall, Dhaka

'short cut’ road between Banani
and Kachukhet has been
opened for traffic recently.

ree years back when the con-
struction work of this road be-
gan, it was announced that the
road was going to be constructed

o ease the movement of com- .

mon people of Kachukhet,
Kafrul, Mirpur and Banani. It
was also ted that after the
completion of this road, "pass”
of Cantonment authority
would not be required for pri-
vate cars to have a drive be-
tween Kachukhet and Banani
and adjacent areas.

But after the opening of the
new road between Kachukhet
and Bananf the dream of the lo-
cal people was ruined overnight
as previously imposed "pass”
system for movement of private
cars remained unchanged.

Moreover rickshaws which are

the main transport of common
people of those areas did not get
rmission to use the new road.
ow rickshaw movement
through this road is strictly
rohibited. So they ply between
chukhet and Banani through
internal road of Cantonment
travelling almost double the
way and spending double the
fare than before.

carriage of common people of
the area and let the private cars
move through this link road
requiring no "pass”.

S Hasan
Mirpur, Dhaka.

World wars and

Bangladesh floods

. Sir, Can we compare the
human sufferings of World
Wars | and
floods of Bangladesh in 19987 It
appears that it is more than a
world war, a nuclear, biological
of chemical war. The entire
country is under neck-deep wa-
ter. Ruins and destructions are
scattered all over. Millions of

le are running helter-skel-
ter for shelter, food and drink-

in{g waler, salety and security of
life

and property. Thousands of

ple are attacked with water-
orne diseases. Never in the
known history of Bangladesh
the gcnplc have fallen in so
much ol woes, miseries, diffi-
culties and hardships durin
the current two months o
flood.

Is India res
disastrous

nsible for the
floods in

Il with those of

joint Nepal-India-Bangladesh
water management and flood
control in the region. We won-
der what is the utility of SAARC
and signing various treaties
with New Delhi when there is
excess onrush of water from
Farakka Barrage during rainy
season inundating vast areas of
land of Bangladesh and there is
total stoppage of water from the
Ganges during dry season caus-
ing ruination of our cultiva-
tion, fisheries and environ-
ment. We understand New Delhi
is now contemplating building
another Farakka like Barrage
across Brahmaputra river in
India.

We can no longer sit idle nor
can we commit suicide. We must
struggle for our own survival.
Whatever government remains
in power or comes to power, jn
our country it is the moral du
ol our governmernt Lo solicit an

seck UNO, NAM, OIC. EU and G-
7 help and assistance and to
create world public opinion for
flood control in Bangladesh.
Where there is a will there is

a way.

0. H. Kabir
6. Hare Streel
Wari., Dhaka-1203.



