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People marooned in city

While many poor people are
ferrying marooned people to
earn their livelihood, groups of
local youths in different flosd-
hit areas of the city are extort-
ing toll from them.

The mischief is rampant at
various places in the submerged
eastern part of the city where
hundreds of country boats ply.
The boats are engaged in trans-
Forting people to and from dif-

rent points on the Bishwa
Road. Many trawlers are also
being operated between the city
and some places of the ad nin-
ing districts as roads and
ways are inundated.

During a visit to the cit}ra
Mugdapara, Maniknagar and
Manda areas under Sabujbagh
thana and I
the south of the Buri dganga
Bridge yesterday and the day be-
fure this correspondent found

}v youths forcibly collecting
lull rom boatmen. The boat-
men were compelled to pay the
toll in the face of threats from
the youths branded as ‘local
maastans’.

A gang of maastans number-
ing around 20 collect Tk 10 for
each passenger of mechanised
boats plying in different routes
from the capital to Maoa,
Sreenagar, Bandura, Joypara,
Syedpur, Neemtala. Nawabganj
and Hashara, alleged the
drivers and helpers of some

ria-Hasnabad on:

By Gobinda Bar

trawlers at | a-Hasnabad.

At least trawlers ply in
the routes with 100 to 158
sengers in higun:aandﬂ]tu?ﬂ
in small ones.

A boatman has to pay a toll
of Tk 40 each day at the
Maniknagar-Bishwa Road ghat
and Tk 10 at several other

points.

The owner of a trawler said,
"It would have been possible for
us to carry 1Eren;:tlls: for Tk 30 and
Tk 20 eac the Maoa and
Sreenagar routes respectively,
instead of Tk 40 and 30 now if
we did not have to pay the ille-
gal toll.”
eguestjng anon ty. he
alleg "‘Every trawler owner
haaalsu lnﬂa}r'lkﬁﬂ to 100 ev-
ry day to the 'agents' who col-
le:ct thc toll for policemen at a
nearby police box. Those con-
cerned were informed of the
matter but no action was

taken." Trawler owners are
afraid of doing anything more
in this regard as t are from

distant places like Sreenagar,
Joypara, Dohar and Syedpur,
he added.

One Jasim and his son Liton,
who ply their boat in the
Maniknagar-Biswa Road ghat
and Manda Primary School
route, alleged they have to pay

Tk 40 to a of young men at |
the Biswa ﬁﬂﬁ ghat each day.

Business leaders say

Supply of essentials
satisfactory

Business leaders in a meet-
ing with the government yes-
terday resolved to maintain the
tempo of development in the
trade and industrial sector in
spite of setbacks caused by dev-
astating floods, reports APB.

They also pledged to ensure
steady supply of essentials in
the market.

Leaders of the essential
goods merchant association
said that supply of essentials
including rice, onion, edible oil,
are sufficient and satisfactory.

They said besides sufficient
stock in the market, trucks
laden with imported rice were
coming to the market. With this
huge import the price of rice
would come down even lower
than it was before the floods,”
they added.

The country's business lead-
ers and rters expressed the
view in the meeting of the task-
force on exports. Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed presided over the meet-
ing.

"With the prompt action of
the government, we are confi-
dent that the nation could
maintain the tempo of devel-
opment in trade and industrial
sector,” said the President of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry, Yusuf Abdullah Haroon.

Among the business leaders,
FBCCI president Yusuf Abdul-
lah Haroon, BGMEA president
Mostafa Golam Quddus, MCCI

resident Laila Rahman Kabir,

CCI president Rashed M Khan,
Frozen Foods Exporters’ Asso-
ciation president M Golam
Mostafa, BKMEA president
Manzurul Alam, Employers'
Association president Rokia A
Rahman, HKaoranbazar Be-
bashayee Samity president M
Pearuddin, Badamtali and
Babubazar Chal Aratdar
Samity general secre Hazi
M Shahjalal attended the meet-
ing.

gHazi Mohammad Selim, MP,
Bangladesh Bank governor Lut-
for Rahman Sarkar, NBR

chairman Abdul Moyeed
Chowdhury, Civil Aviation and
Tourism Secretary Mohammad
Umar Hadi, additional secre-
ry in charge of Commerce
Ministr}r G M Mondal and rep-.
resentatives of various business
organisations and ministries
were present in the meeting.

The business leaders and ex-
porters expressed their grati-
tude to the government for tak-
ing prompt decisions for unin-
terrupted transportation of ex-
ports and foodgrains.

"It is for the first time in the
history of Bangladesh that the
government has taken some
major decisions within 24
hours,"” they said.

The arrangements include
special ferry service, airlift of
exportables, three-month
moratorium on industrial
loans repayment and supports
to the affected industries to re-
inforce trade and industries
even in the wake of worst flood
of the century. '

'Rice traders launch

OMS programme
in Jessore

JESSORE, S t 15: Open
Market Sale [GM.‘B programme,
organised by the lncal rice

traders, to sell rice at the gov-
ernment rate to the flood vic-
tims was Img%.lrated here to-

day, reports
Rice Dealers' Association

and Rice Importers' Association
of Jessore earlier decided to run
the OMS p e in view of
the sufferings of the flood af-

fected le of the region
State Elinlater for ancr

Encr%rﬂqund Mineral Resources
Prof qul Islam today for-
mally inaugurated the pro-
gramme at a market in the town

and at Avaynagar.

areas allege

Local maastans extort toll
from boatmen, passengers

"We have to pay Tk 10 at every
other ghat ifﬁc is present
there." Formerly a day
labourer, Jasim said he has to
pay a total of Tk 30 to at least
three other s. "We earn Tk
300 to 400 from dawn-to-dusk
every day,” he said.

Another boatman, Ansar
from Bhola, told this corre-
spondent, "The extortionists
have issued a 'token number' to
each of the boats and they give
us a 'ticket’ when we pay the
toll." He also showed a bi-colour
printed ticket to justify his
statement.

At Manda Primary School
.ground, Manda Bridge, Manda

ank Colony and Patoary
building of Maniknagar, the
boatmen showed different
gangs of youths involved in ex-
tortion.

Most of the boatmen said
they did not dare to protest such
illegal practice as they came
from distant places.

When contacted, Sabujbagh
police said they were aware of
the matter and had deployed
five patrol teams in the area.

Duty Officer at Keraniganj
thana SI Mokhlesur Rahman
said they did not get any allega-
tion of extortion.

The OCs of the two thanas,
however, were not available for
their comments.
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Noorul Quader’s
body arrives
today

By Staff Correspondent

The body of M Noorul
Quader, who died of a heart at-
tack at a clinic in Brighton, UK
will arrive in the city by a fli
of Bangladesh Biman 1 i
morning, his family said. He
was 63.

The first Establishment Sec-
retary of Bangladesh govern-
ment at Mujibnagar, Quader
was a member of former CSP
and a pioneer of garments in-
dustry in the country. His na-
maj-e-janaza was he d at East
London mosque yesterday.

From the airport, his body
will be taken to his residence at
Gulshan Road Number B84,
House Number 1 B, Block NE (L),
Circle 2 where it would be kept
until noon. Another namaj-e-
janaza will be held at Gulshan
Ccntral Mosque after Zohr

ayers today. He will be buried
e Mirpur graveyard for the

frcednm ters:
page 11

Daily | Star Roundtable

From P
concentrated ma Iy on relief
and post-flood rehabilitation,
while the second session dealt
with the ways of “rebuilding the
economy”.

The speakers, however, em-
phasised on looking into all the
three issues together. According
to them, the authorities con-
cerned should take a compre-
hensive approach to tackle the
calamity, by linking the relief
and rehabilitation programmes
with the task of economic re-
construction.

"The national economy has
received a big shock due to the
flood, but the country is still
poised for high growth,” as-
serted Debapriva Bhattcharya
a BIDS researcher and newly
appointed director of the
Janata Bank. "But the govern-
ment has to go ahead with its
reform programmes. The flood
affected people are su;:g:oscd to
be psychologically ready to ad-
lfl';lst wlth a changed situatiun.

e government should, there-
fore, use the present crisis
rather as an opportunity to go
for drastic reforms.”

Suggesting measures for re-

Youngman
hacked to

death in city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was hacked to
death ‘h{ at Amirgola un-
der Lal n% ana in the city

L.

Monday
Pnlice identified the dead as
Mohammad Rafiq, 27. a resi-
dent of Raj Narayandhar Road.
The motive behind the
kiHing could not be known
immediately. Police so far ar-
rested two persons identified as
Rahman and Jashim as sus-
pesc:ts in the murder.
c%a.ng of about 12 men
with sharp weapons
atta ed Rafig in Erunt of a club
at Amirgola at around 10:30 pm
and hacked him indiscrimi-
nately.
Rafiq died on the spot and
the killers escaped the scene
run . The body was sent to

Mitford Hospital morgue for au-
topsy.

habilitation, the speakers at-
;;ﬁlhed special I:m portance to
ancing purchasi apacity
of the flood-hit p:upn%::y creat-
ing 1101:} opportunities.
hey also stressed on im-
;{)orta of foods. fund generation
or micro-credit, suci:iply of pure
drinking water and redress of

health hazards for the flood af-
fected citizens.

Mozammel Huq, a senior
Grameen Bank official, at-
tached special importance to
providing the farmers with ad-
equate credit facilities and
seeds. According to him, the
farmers would need some 50
tonnes of vegetable seeds and
hundreds of tonnes of potato
seeds as soon as the fl water
starts

Many sp:akers stressed on
the need of Government-NGO
co-operation in carrying out
!'rri:_lha thaﬁlun ﬂ{:rngrammts

sai at the ent
Emg!’Ir the NGOs shuuid use each
other's infrastructures to go
ahead with their respective pro-
gramines.

Those who participated in
the discussions included,
among others, AZM Obaidullah
Khan, a former minister and
columnist, Dr Atiur Rahman,
senior research fellow of BIDS,
Dr Quazi Faruque Ahmed, head
of both ADAB and Proshika, Dr
Salahuddin Ahmed of BRAC
and Prof Mir Mobasher Ali of
BUET. ~

The Dily Star editor Mahfuz
Anam moderated discussions.

Trader killed

From Page 1

scene. The victim was immedi-
ately rushed to a hospital where
he succumbed to his injuries,

police added.

Police suspected that Rafiq,
also a local of Jatiya Party
leader, was attacked due to pre-
vious enmity.

None was arrested in this
connection. Meanwhile, local
businessmen shut their shops
and put up barricades on the
roads and highways at Pahar-
toli protesting the killing of
Rafiq. Later police removed the’
barricades.

« Damaged

i. ;
Woman arrested

from MP Hostel

was ’sex worker’

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday confirmed
that the woman arrested while
escaping from the MP Hostel
room of a female MP of the rul-
ing party Monday morming was
a sex worker,

The woman identified as
Eat{u 22, was aj%n arrested ?:v
eral times ejgaon police
earlier, police andJ

Sathi, who was arrested on
charges of stealing clothes from
the MP's room, told police that
she was "hired for the whole
night" by Mihir Kumar Sarkar,
husband of Bharati Nandi MP.

Investigation is continuing
to find out whether she was ac-
tually hired by the MP's hus-
band, police said adding that
the clothes she was wearing
during her arrest have been sent
for chemical test to verify her
claim.

Police quoted the woman as
saying that she took those
clothes and attempted to escape
as the MP's husband refused to
pay her. Police however said
they are suspicious about her
statement.

Police denied having recov-
ered any salwar and kamiz
from inside the bathroom of the
MP's room. Sathi had earlier
claimed that she left her salwar
and kamiz in the bathroom.

"I have been with my hus-
band for the last 22 s and it
is beyond all doubts that he ever
took alcohol”, Bharati Nandi
told The Daily Star last night,
den the claim of the woman
that ihir along with his
friend had taken alcohol at the
MP's room that night.

Sathi, a r:sld:nt of
Shyamuli. was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail after being
&nduced before the CMM's

urt on Monday, police said.

Suggestions
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30/70 per cent ratio) while
ata

+ All tubewells which went un-
der flood water have to be
cleaned either with bleach-
ing powder or continuously

umping for at least half-an-
ur.

+ At places, water-resistant
late aman variety can be

ven a try.

» Cultivation of potato of
small- vaﬂb;ty along Bogra-

« Sweet potato and peanut can
be cultivated at shoals.

+ Vegetables of quick-grow
varlucs have chances in
Bengali month of Ashwin.

+ Additional resources need to
be made available to NGOs to
carry out extensive micro-
credit p mme.

infrastructures
must be rebuild keeping the
havoc wrought by 1998 flood
in mind.

« Ensuring proper loss assess-
ment.

» Ensuring availability of
pure drinking water and
pro sanitation.

« As flood is a quite frequent
phenomenon in desh,
rehabilitation must be
planned on a longer term

rspective.

« Formation of a 'Social Map'
to help prioritise localised
needs.

+ Ensuring better GO-NGO co-
ordination and try to reach
comparatively inaccessible
areas.

+ Giving subsidy in building
materials.

+ Containing

ressure,

+» Increase in fund utilisation
for capacity use of foreign
assistance.

+ Accelerating the rate of im-
plemcntatmn of ADP pro-

inflationary

and VGD fogammeﬂ |
* oviding industries with

operating capital.

Defence Counsel tells court

Blood-stained clothes did not

belong to Bangabandhu

The defence counsel in the
Bangabandhu murder case
challenged in the court yester-
day that blood-stained and bul-
let-torn punjabi, lungi. specta-
cles and other materials exhib-
ited in the court did not
to B abandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur an, r agencies.

"The blood-stained clothes
exhibited in the court did not

belong to Bangabandhu, Belgum
Mujib or Sheikh Russel as
claimed by the prosecution.,”
Khan Saifur Rahman, the coun-

rooq Rahman, told the District

nnd Sessions Judge's Court.
Cantlnumg his t on

the fifth da . Khan

said only D tcut ascer-

l?rjcn of the bﬁlltng -
the time tr
Moreover, theaqc:.mnd con-
tended, Sheikh Mannan who
received the clothes and other
;_Rf.tMaIu of Bf),gublnlt;hu at
a on August was
Mnglmpar witness in the case.
Refuting the prosecution

* claim that Bazlul Huda was

sel for accused Lt Col Syed Fa- - prometed of the rank of Major

by Col Farook on August 15 at

Wunrm Khan
said it is 'false and con-
cocted'.
The ﬂ;i:f:ﬁ]; counsel con-
tended t was promoted
tntherankufﬂajurbefuuthe
ufmtlﬁ!ndd:ntmdnnthy
Farook soon after the car-

mﬁ: produced relevant docu-
ments in s of his claim,
and assured court of submit-
ting the gazette that notified
promotion of Maj Huda.

Seepage 11

BliCT identifies 288 victims

Another story of torture

by DB police

By Staff Correspondent

A total of about 2BB persons
have been identified as torture
victims of different law enfore-
ing agencies during the last
nine months, accor to the
Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Centre for Trauma Victims.

This was stated by BRCT
Secretary General Akram Hus-
sain Chowdhury while speak-
ing about a victim of police tor-
hurr.- at 5'1? Cmﬂﬂ] hcrmn: n:! the

atiya Press Clu ster
Th:yvictim. Sheikh g:lnhudgln
Ahmed, was also present there.

Sheikh Salahuddin Ahmed

and his com ons Akbar and

Moazzam were arrested by Sl
Mahbub Morshed of Detective

R Lo Yuly 5,

Jul
Chnwdhu said Ahm waa
taken to A

Akram Hussain at
the DB office.

AC Akram is now in ‘]aﬂ as
Rubgrtnr.:l al accused in the

The two DB personnel, even
after queries from Ahmed, did
not informm him whether he was
arrested under any case
or under Section , Chowd-
hury said adding that the victim
was held in the custody of the
DB ce for about nine days.

¢ DB personnel also took

Tk 138,000 from him and later
implicated him in a false case
of stealing nine wvehicle,
Chowdhury claimed. The nine
v:hicles were also seized by the
DB, he alleged. He further
claimed that the policemen also
threatened Ahmed not to dis-

close anything about the inci-
aent.

The DB released Ahmed on
bail after nine days and re-
turned the nine wvehicles,
Chowdhury claimed.

Ahmed runs a motor driving
school in the city, he said.

Sheikh Salahuddin Ahmed,
with assistance of BRCT, later
lodged a case in the court of
Chief Metropolitan Makl%lstrat:
against SI Mahbub Morshed
under sections 324, 384, 380,
161, 501, 342 and 506 of the Pe-

PM: Embankment

. From Page 1
be constructed through d:u:lglrﬁ
of the rivers. The -road an
wate:rway would also be made in
the same process. The feasibil-
it'y study and economic aspects
the pruje::ta would be taken
up SOOI

The Prime Minister began
her journey at around 10:30 amn
byas boat from Baridhara
and stopped at Bara Beraid
where hundreds of people were
waiting in boats, on rooftops
and trees. She distributed re el'
among the flood victims.

From Beraid, Hasina went
through the proposed ring road-
cum-emb ent and reached
Tongi bridge at about 12 noon.
The whole area has been under
water for over two months.
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Mobile telephone sets seized at ZIA

Customs claims 'original’,

importers say 'dummy’

A row has broken out be-
tween the Customs authorities
at the Zia International Airport
(Z1A) and officials of a private
company, Ericsson Sound Sys-
tems, over "import of 120 mo-
bile telephone sets" which the
importers claims are “only
dummy sets”, exempted from
any import duty

Biplob Basu, an inspector of
the air freight surveillance
team, when contacted last night
said, "To the best of our knowl-
edge, the sets are not dummy but

real.”
A press release signed by
Basu and released Sunday night

had said that the importers
tried to get the sets released by
declaring those as "documents”
to evade im nkg::rt duty of about
Tk 15.201

The surveillance team seized
the 120 pieces of 'mobile tele-
hone sets' worth about Tk
2.80 lakh. from inside a
courier bag of DHL World Wide
ss on Sunday, the press

Expre
| release had said,

By Raziur Rahman

"DHL attempted to release
the mobile sets declaring those
as essential documents,” Basu
said last night.

When contacted over tele-
phone, sales and marketing
manager of DHL in Dhaka,
Shawkat Hossain, denied the
allegations aaying "The mobile
sets were sent Ericsson's
Singapore office whlch might
have made a mistake in
declaring it as ,a document
while availing our services."

Shawkat said that the whole
incident might have been a re-
sult of putting the tick mark on
the spot earmarked for 'docu-
ment' instead of 'package’.

"The sendersof the mobile
sets was Ericsson in Sin
and the receiver is also Ericsson
in Bangladesh. We were just the
carrier of those things,”
Shawkat Hossain claimed.

In a clarification on Mon-

~day, DHL claimed that those

were dummy sets which have no
commercial value.

According to sources in the
air freight surveillance team,
the courier bag of DHL was
brought to Dh by a flight of
Thai Airways on Friday.

Employees of DHL tried to
get the bags released as "essen-
tial documents”. The on-duty
surveillance team and Customs
officials refused to release the

thcbagmm Eaid,m §

e was opened on Sun-
day in presence of DHL officials
and the mobile sets were dis-
covered wrapped inside three
paper cartons. A de ental
case was filed in this regard, the
sources added.

Animesh Kumar, Logistics
Manager of Ericsson Sys-
tems in Dhaka, when con-
tacted said that the sets were
"dummy plastic handsets".

Those were imported for local

display and do not contain any

“# lnﬂi"fhi‘f the r:lancnl.

mistake was done our ﬂn‘l
office, but thmbrm no bad
tention behind this," he said.

nal Code. The court crdered a

judicial inquiry into the inci-

dent.

Mentioning provisions of
Article 35(5) of the Constitu-
tion. Chowdhury claimed that
DB police "deliberately and
systema inflicted physi-
cal and mental torture on
Ahmed". Article 35(5) says, "No

shall be subj to tor-
ture or to cruel inhuman or de-
grading punishment or tr:nt-
ment."

When contacted, DC DB Ba-
zlul Karim, nald that a depart-
mental inq con-
ducted against SI Hahhu Hnr—
shed. H: a]nu confirmed that a
judicial inquiry into the alleged
police torture on Ahmed was
ordered by the CMM's court.

e are investigating the
of car theit against
. he added. -

$ 330m sought
from IMF, WB

as emergency’
BOP support

esh has sought over

330 million US dollars in

% ance of payment

m two donor agen-

r.:i:n fnr financing massive
fi imports.

Official sources told APB
yutm:lly that the

sought some 130 million UE

dollars from the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) under its

-emergency assistance facility

(EAF).

The facilit
improve the
ment situation of

The government had ini-
tially sought 200 million dol-
lars from the World Bank, but
later raised the amount due to

is intended to
ance of pay-
desh.

Minister’s guard
hit by bullet of

his own tifle

By Staff Correspondent

A police guard at the official
residence of Rashed Mosharraf,
Minister of State for Land was
wglured critically yesterday

en a bullet went off his rifle
"accidentally" and hit him
while he was on duty at the

house, police said.
liceman, Hari

The injured

Sankar , 35, was admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.
The bullet hit him in the waist
and pierced through the stom-
ach, our DMCH correspondent

When contacted over tele-

hone last night, the state min-
ster confirmed the incident
and said that the police guard
fell at the car porch of his offi-
cial residence and was injured
as a bullet went off his rifle.

"I was not present at the
house, when the was in-
jured,” the minister said he
came to know about it when he
returned to the house at about
3:30 he said.

contacted Ramna
lice said that constable
Shankar Roy was injured by a
bullet of his own e at the
Minto Road residence of the
state minister at about 10:00
am.

"It was an accident.” re-
marked a senior police official.
The trigger of the rifle t
pressed when the constable fell
at the car porch of the house, he

said.
PM to visit
Gournadi

today

From Staff Curreapondan-t

BARISAL, Sept 15: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to visit the flood af-
fected areas of Gournadi in the
district tomorrow, acco to
district administration
SOUTrces.

She will visit Khanjapur
union and distribute relief ma-
the flood-affected

increased need for import fi- | terials among
nancing for the encies of | people there and at the Gour-
floods, sources thana headquartm*

WE MOURN

for the departed soul.

No NE(L), Guishan-2).

Rennwned freedum f:ghtan Ftrst Establlshment
Secretary of the Bangladesh Mujibnagar Government,
founder of the Garment Industry, Chairman of Desh
Group of Companies Mr M Noorul Quader Khan
breathed his last at Bangladesh time 7:30 PM on 13th
September, 1998, in London, due to a massive heart
attack. Inna Lillahe Wa Inna Elahe Rajeun.

He left behind his wife, a daughter and son, relatives
and countless friends and admirers. We pray Magferat

His mortal remains will arrive in Dhaka by Bangladesh
Biman at 7:00 AM, 16th September, Wednesday, 1998.
His Namaj-e-Janaja will be held at Gulshan 2, Azad
Mosque after Johar prayers at 1:15 PM. His burial will
then immediately take place at the Mirpur
Muktijoddha Graveyard. His Kulkhani will be held
on 18th September, Friday after Asar prayers at 5:00
PM at his residence (Road No 84, House No 1/B, Block

National




