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B I Steps taken to keep prices stable

USAID pledges
$6.5m more for
flood victims

The US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID)
has announced an additional
Tk 30.66 crore or $6.5 million
for the flood victims of

desh. re s UNB.

A USIS release yesterday
said the grant will be chan-
nelled through the non-gov-
ernment organisation, CARE
Bangladesh, to extend relief as-
sistance to an estimated
250,000 flood affected families.

This grant from USAID will
allow C Bangladesh to opern
250 centres to provide food,
emergency health services and
healt ucation for a two-
month periad

The relief effort will be tar-
geted to worst affected families
in sixteen thanas in Gaiban-
dha, Serajganj, Madaripur, and
Mani anj districts as wcll as
in Dh

This hrings the total US
flood relief assistance to Tk
336.04 " crore equivalent to
$71,482,500.

Thai donation

Meanwhile, Thailand has
donated emcrgenc¥ medicines
0

worth Tk 561 r the flood
victims of adesh respond-
ing to the call of the govern-
ment.

Sum Sak, Counsellor of the
Royal Thai E ssy in the city,

handed over thg consignment to

Director Gencral ol the Prime
Minister's Office Mominullah
Patwari at t}w airport.

More govt
allocation

The government has allo-
cated 1,150 metric tons of more
rice and Tk 3 lakh for some of
the flood affected districts, re-
ports UNB.

The Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief yester-
day sanctioned 150 MTs of rice
for each of Shariatpur, Kuri-

am and Comilla and 100 MTs
or each :of Rajbari, Pabna,
Laxmipur, Noakhali, Pirojpur,
Bhola and Tangail districts.

It also allocated Tk 50,000
for each of Rajbari, Pabna,
Comilla, Noakhali. Pirojpur
and Bhola districts.

With this total government
allocation stands at 80,893 MTs
of rice, 650 MTs of wheat and
Tk 5.10 crore in cash.

Concern distributes

food to 20,100
families

Concern Bangladesh has
spent over Tk 11.50 million of
its budget and requested a fur-

ther Tk 23 million from Con- |

cern Dublin to respond to im-
mediate needs, said a press re-
lease; reports BSS. 1 Vi ey}
. Concern has distributed food
to 20,100 families in Belkuchi,
Itna. Khaliajuri, Dimla, Farid-
Fﬁu- Jamalpur and Shariatgu
kg

e food packets includes 1
of rice, 2-

salt per
It will also distribute food to
another 40,300 families in Nil-
hamari, Chapainawab an_;
irajganj, Pabna, Chandpu
Kishoreganij, Netraknna
Gaibandha, Narayanganj and
Dhaka districts.

Relief

committee

A relief and rehabilitation
committee has been formed in
the city to help the flood victims
of Raipura thana in Narsingdi
district, said a press release.

The commitiee was formed
with former FBCCI president
Nooruddin ﬂilmllgd as iﬂt; chief
al a meeting held recently. Peo-
ple from ura who are living
in the eity attended the meeting.

Held at the Banani residence
of the MP from Raipura, Razi-
uddin Ahmed Raju. the
requested those willing to do-
nate money to contact the
committee office at 87, Moti-
jheel Commercial Area, Red
Crescent Chamber (ground
floor]).

pulse and one-kg

Appointments
. By Staff Correspondent

Tenure of contractual ap-
pointment of Secretary for Lo-
cal Government Department
AHM Abdul Hye has been ex-
tended for six months, said a
PID handout yesterday. His
tenure was scheduled to expire
on September 30.

Mohammad Ashraf Ali, Di-
rector General of the Direc-
torate of Women's Affairs under
the Women and Children Af-
fairs Ministry, has been made
OSD (Joint Secretary) of the
Establishment Ministry.

Deputy Secretary Deepak
Kanti Chowdhury, now on LPR,
has been appoirnted secre-
tary of the Ministry of Fish-
eries and Livestock from

tember 1 by cancelling his

the PID handout said.

Besides, Brigadier Man-
zoorul Alam of the Army has
been appointed chairman of
Khulna Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Khulna Development Author-
ity), the handout said.

Zaker Party
chief shocked

Chairman of Zaker Party
Peerjada Mostafa Ameer Faisal
Mujaddedi has expressed his
deep shock and concern at the
loss of lives and huge damage

wrought by the century's worst
floo this year across
BSS.

In a statement to the press,
Peerjada Mostafa Ameer Faisal
sought the blessings of

*tg Allah for sa the
nation from the wrath of

Ministers visit flood-hit areas

Ministers yesterday visited
different flood-hit areas and
distributed relief malterials
among the affected people, re-
ports BSS.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain yesterday vis-
ited different flood-affected ar-
eas of Bhandaria thana in
Pirozpur district and dis-
tributed relief materials. He
will stay in Bhandaria for two
more days to distribute relief
materials.

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam yesterday visited different
flood-hit areas in Chandpur
district and distributed relief
materials.

State Minister for Textiles A
K M Jahangir Hossain yester-
day visited a number of flood-
ﬂit textile mills, dncluding

Ibrahim Cumpuﬂte Textile

Mills, Luxminarayan and Chit-

taranjan Cotton Mills at God-

nail in Narayanﬁl district
€

among Hood victims. Lokal WP

Shamim Osman, Narayanganj
District Awami League prcul-
dent Prof Nazma Rahman,
Ibrahim Composite Textile
Mills Managing Director Firoz
Alam Babu were present.

State Minister for Disaster
Management

" Talukder Abdul Khaleq visited”
seven shelters under bagh
thana in the city and dis-

tributed relief materials amon
the flood-victims. Local M
Haji Mohammad Selim was
with the minister during the
visit. _

State Mirus;lséafgr Youth ::lnd
S s Obaidu er a
wg?gd aon and ({:;n ar:f
eas under Sabujbagh thana in
the city and distributed relief
among the flood-hit people,
Deputy Minister for Shipping
Saber Hossain Chowdhury was
with the state minister.

State Minister for LGRD Mo-
fazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya visited Jatrabari and
Kamalapur areas in the city and

and Relief -

distributed rice, pulse, chira
and molasses among the flood-
hit people. Local Habibur
Rahman Mollah, Awami Le
leader Mozaffar Hossain Paltu
were present,

State Minister for Primary
and Mass Education Prof Zin-
natunnesa Talukder visited dif-
ferent submerged areas under
Paba thana in Rajshahi district
and distributed relief materials.
Rajshahi City Awami League

eneral secretary A H M
airuzzaman Liton was pre-
sent.

State Minister for Jute A K
Faezul Huq distributed relief
materials among the flood vic-
tims of Badda under Gulshan
thana in the city.

Meanwhile, Minister for Wa-
ter Resources Abdur Razzak

terday visited different ood +

shelters and ‘ruti’ preparing
centres in and outside the
Naray j Paurashava area
and distributed relief materials
among the flood affected 1

The minister distributed
cooked food among the affected

ople at Ali Ahmed Chunka
aura Pathagar relief camp.

The cooked food w \llrl'ﬂ.n ed
by Ali Ahmed Smriti angsad

The minister alsu visited
Morgan Girls High School relief
c:ntr:anfanga andhu relief
camp Narayanganj district
Chhatra !..eagueyapuns&tred ruti’

recParln centre at Chashara
distributed ‘ruti’ among the
flood victims.

He also visited Fatullah
Primary School centre.

During his visit, State;Min-
ister for Textiles A K M Ja-
hangir Hossain, A K M Shamim
Osman, MP, Prof Nazma Rah-
man, pn:aldent Nara}ranganj
district Awami League
Akram, MP, Jamir Hossain
Jamu, president Ali Ahmed
Chunka Smriti Sangsad and
Abdul Qader, president
Narayanganj district Jubo

League were present.

Different organisations

continue relief work

Dilferent political and so-
cio-cultural organisations yes-
terday distributed relief mate-
rials among the flood victims
in the city and other areas of
the country, accnrding to press
releases, reports BSS

Bangabandhu Jubo Parishad
launched a relief distribution
programme at Fatullah Bazar
Primary School flood shelter
yesterday.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak inaugurated the
programme which was partici-
pated, among others, by State
Minister for Textiles AKM Za-
hangir Hussain, founder ad-
viser of Bangabandhu Jubo
Parishad Prof Arefin Siddique,
local MP Shamim Osman and
vice President of the parishad
Md.. Ismail Hossain, dis-
tributed rice and pulse among
the flood victims.

A relief team of Bangladesh
Communist Party headed by its
central leader Comrade Manju-
rul Ahsan Khan yesterday dis-
tributed rice, chira, ruti,
medicines and oral saline in
different flood shelters of Is-

Inm&;ur thana of Jamal ur,
neral secreta Dhaka

city unit Comrade ul Malek
and Ashraf Hossain were,
among others, present during
relief distribution.
~ Gano Forum distributed
cooked food and other relief
}nat:dﬂala ni'nun the flood af-
ect ple Manikg at
12 fl shelter centres. é.e?ltrai
leaders of the p were pre-
ffm during the relief distribu-
on.

Bangladesh Samajtantrik

Dal distributed relief materials
among flood victims at Tongi
and in different flood-hit areas
of Chandpur district.

Ekatturer Ghatak ; Dalal
Nirmul Committee yesterday
distributed relief materials
among the flood affected people
at different areas of Satarkul
union in the city.

Nirmul Committee leaders
Shahriar Kabir, Kazi Mukul,

Mojammel Haq, Sadiqur Rah-
man Parag, Fazlur hman,
Mahabbat Hossain and
Rashedul Mahmud were pre-
sent, said a press release.

Student, youth and lawyer
fronts of Zaker Party jointly
distributed cooked food among
the distressed people caused by
the devastating flood at Mir
Hajirbag Chamirul Millat
Madrasa flood shelter. Leaders
of the respective fronts were
present.

Three women student halls
and Art Institute under the su-
[)enrisic-n of Central Flood Re-
ief Committee of Dhaka Uni-
versity yesterday made 10,000
pieces of ruti at the TSC and dis-
tributed among the flood af-
fected people of Hara}ranﬁané
through the students and BNC
Cadet of the university.

A total of 10.000 pieces of

ruti is being made at the TSC

y under the supervision

of Central Relief Committee of
Dhaka University.

Bangladesh Betar sent 1,000

rcu uf ruti and molasses by a
elicopter for distribution
among the flood affected people

Obituary

| By Staﬂ' Curreapondent

‘#2 Mohammad

(& Shah Alam of
Galachipa tha-
na under Patu-
akhali district,
who was work-
ing in an in-
surance com-
pany in Saudi
ks Arabia, died of

' : brain hemorr-

hagr at a hospital there on
Monday. He was 49, says a press ;
release.

A resident of Chandrail wvil-
lage, Alam left behind his
mother, wife, two sons, and a
host of relatives and admirers
to mourn his death.

of different areas for the fourth
consecutive day yesterday.

Transcription service of
Bangladesh conducted the
ruti | programme and al-
ready made a total of 4.000
pieces of ruti

Gano Unnyan Prochesta, a
non-government organisation
has taken up steps to provide
necessary daily food, pure
drinking water, medicine, sani-
tary facilities and health educa-
tion to some 3,000 flood af-
fected le who took shelter
in different centres of Ganoun-
nayan Prochesta at Rajoir
thana of Madaripur and will
continue for two weeks.

The relief Cell and Officers'
Samity of Bangladesh Agricul-
ture University distributed re-
lief materials among the flood
victiths at differerit Shelters In
Mymensingh city and its ad-
joining areas.

President of central relief
cell and adviser of student af-
fairs Prof Ahmmadullah
Sarkar and Proctor Dr. Mo-
hammad Abdul Awal super-
vised the :

Besides, Islampur Cloth
Merchant Association, Dhaka
city unit of desh Yunani
Medical Association and Cha-
lachitra Samonnay Parishad
yesterday distributed relief
materials among the flood vic-
tims at different flood shelters
in Dhaka city.

A 22-member relief team
was formed yesterday at

adesh University of E
and Technology (B
cnm sing representatives of
teachers, officers and employ-
ees association, EUCSU and dif-
ferent student organisations.

Headed by Prof Igbal Mah-
mud, Vice-Chancellor of BUET,
the team will distribute relief
materials among the destitute
i “u: flood aﬂecteﬁ a.rf

eximco group has [aunched
a massive reliel operation un-
der Fazlur Rahman Foundation
in Kaliakoir and its adjoining
areas. A relief team headed by
Osman Kaiser Chowdhury,
Group Finance Director and
other senior manager & staff of
Beximco Group personally dis-
tributed relief goods to the fam-
ilies who are marooned for the
past two months in those areas.

Caritas distributed relief
materials among the flood vic-

tims at 4 different flood shel-
ters in Dhaka city

State Minister for Shipping
Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
Caritas Development Director
Dr, Thomas Costa, Regional Di-
rector John Gomes, Assistant
Welfare Director Jerome S
Howlader & Representative of
Caritas Germany Mathias
Scuth were present during the
relief distribution:

Volunteers of Chhayanaut, a
reputed cultural organisation,
are collecting
clothes to distribute those
among the flood victims, said a

ress release signed by Sanjida
tun.

Members of the organisa-
tion's central executive com-
mittee and teachers and stu-
dents of the Chhayanaut Music
School have deposited 860

ieces of garments with the of-
ice o the Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote at the TSC,
Dh Univ:rsi}r for dlstribu
tion among the flood-hit pe:u

Besides, they were also
tributlr:g food and muncy

e distressed people in
Rultpur thana and participat-
ing in oral saline-making pro-
fect run the Muktijoddha
Chhatra Command.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Chhatra Union, Social SS
Services (SPS), Human Exit
Long Poverty (HELP), Magh-
bazar Girls h School, Sek-
ender Welfare Foundation, Na-
tional University Officers’ As-
sociation, World Vision, Coast
Trust also distributed relief ma-
terials among flood victims in
different areas as part of their
continued relief activities.

money and

E A Chaudhury, Chairman, Board of Directors of Pubali
Bank Limited hands over a cheque for Tk 20 lakh to Prime
+ Minister Sheikh Hasina on Monday for the flood-affected
people. Director Hafiz Ahmed Majumder, M P and Md

Qamrul Huda, Managing Director, were also present.

s : o X e
Quazi Tazul Islam Farouk, chairman of Westmont Power

(Bangladesh) now engaged in installing Barge mounted
power plant, handing over a cheque for Taka 40 lakh to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina towards her relief fund on

Sunday.

The Znnt.a Cluh nf Dhaka; 111 has been conducting relief
work twice a week since the beginning of this month in
the areas of Gulshan, Banani and Tejgaon Link Road in
the city. The club has distributed at various intervals rice,
daal, puffed rice, molasses, saline, water purifying tablets
and medicines. It has also distributed plastic sheets and
cooked food to the flood affected people in the aforesaid

areas.

Ehte of Pearahagh areas in Maghhazar dlstnbutmg relief
among flood affected people of Rupganj thana. Relief
materials include chira, molasses; candle. clothes.

Central Committee ﬂl" Bangabandhu Jubo Parishad

distributed relief goods among the flood victims at Fatulla

yesterday.

AR ol A

LGRD and Cuuperativa

Mlmater Z:]lur

Rahman

distributed relief materials among the flood- victims in
Brahamanbaria on behalf of Bangladesh KExtension
Education Services that organised the relief distribution

programme recently.

Muther Terem Sangathan prnﬁded relief matenala fur the
flood victims at 1G Gate Bangladesh Bank Colony High

School in the city yesterday.

—Star photo
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Kibria explained. "This will add
to our regular availability of 6.5
lakh tonnes as food uﬂstﬂnm
On top of this, in response to
our flood appeal, donors are ex-
pected to give us one million
tonnes of food. The private sec-
tor has already opened LCs for
one million tonnes worth
155 71 million US dollars dur-
Eﬁluly -August period and 4.5
tonnes uf foodgrains have
'llread_-,r been imported by the
private sector. It is expected
that the private sector will im-
ort at least another one mil-

ion tonnes of foodgrains."

It is important to note that
the private sector import of
foodgrains last year was 18,49
lakh tonnes worth 390.30 mil-
lion dollars. This year's gov-
ernment purchase is much
higher than last year which was
only three lakh tonnes includ-
ing one lakh tonnes rice and
two lakh tonnes wheat.

"So, the food gap caused by
the floods will - adequately
met by imports. On top of that,
we still have an undi.smhutcd
six lakh tonnes stock,” the fi-
nance minister said,

But does the country have
enough foreign exchange to
support such imports? Kibria
sounded confident and addcd
that to contain the il;'nfpc
sure on the balance

‘BSCIC

From Page 1

tricts. The number of affected
small industrial units in BSCIC
estates is 760. The damage
caused to those units may
worth about Tk 103 crore,
BSCIC officials said quoting the
preliminary estimate. The es-
timate was done on the basis of
reports available till August 31.
The figures may rise when final
assessment will be made after
complete recession of flood wa-
ters, they said.

Production in those units
has stopped because of flood wa-
ter and shortage of raw materi-
als and thousands of workers
and employees have became
{:}hlcsa they said. Many units

ave been declared t rarily
laid-off and some {:1
cession of flood water.

The units will face serious
difficulties in re-starting pro-
duction and business because of
damage to machines and raw
rmaterials, they observed.

The ESCIC officials said
flood water has damaged roads,
culverts, sewerage and water
supply systems and telephone
lines in the industrial estates.

They said ongoing develop-
ment work like repair of roa 3

setting up of water suppl
sewerage lines and eartﬁ ﬁ.l]in
in different industrial estates
involving 15 crore taka have
been washed away by the flood
waters. The government will

RS e o PSR IO W sd Kot

jects. they observed.

They said about 83,570 Eﬂt-

tage industries set upal}ar

IC have also been aftected
by the floods. The damage to the
cottage industries will be
around Tk 88.04 crore.

The officials said two spe-
cialised industrial estates in
Fatullah and Rupganj under
Narayanganj district have also
been seriously affected as flood
water entered there more than
one month back. Twenty-seven
knitwear units in Fatullah,
most of those hundred per cent
export oriented, are closed for
more than one month, said a
senior official of the BSCIC.

“The level of flood water in
the estate is so high that
medium sizc engine b-oata can
move freely” Rezaul Haque,
Director Prnj:::t of the BSCIC.
He visited the estate several
times since the flood hit the
area. The situation is almost
the same in the Jamdani Indus-
trial Estate in Ru g , he said
adding, thousan weavers
have become jobless thm.

The other seriously affected
industrial estates are in Tongi,
Madaripur, Shariatpur, Gop a]-

anj, Laxmipur, Munshigan

anlk an albandha, S ira-
jgan,rL handpur.

e BSCIC t:halrman under-
scored the need for waiver of in-
terest and fresh loan to the af-
fected small and medium units.

till re-

*-Khand
ing Oli Ahmed, his wife Ma-

we have already sought assis-
tance from the World Bank and
the IMF.

"Last year we had faced ap
additional import pressure of
nearly 500 million dollars on
account of two million tonnes
rice and private power genera-
tor import. This was outside
normal import requirement of
the country and
to meet additional burden
without ' any significant im-
pact,” said Kibria,

"I am confident that this
year, we will also be able to face
the pressure. Despite the dire

projection of the prophets of
dnum that the economy will
collapse in a month, the econ-
omy grew at a sausfactnry' rate,
I am confident that with the
whole country working hard
and unitedly, we will overcome
the aftereffects of the floods and
attain a ﬂaunfactur}r gruwth
rate this year

He diupellcd the press re-
ports that the current reserve of
1.8 billion dollars was a result
of inflow of foreign aid and
said, "So far we have received
166 million dollars in cash and
kinds from donors as flood re-
lief. But it is totally incorrect
that our foreign txchang: re-
serve has inflated because of
donor relief because this 166
million dollars contain mostly
relief received in kinds."

Kibria further said, "We will .

also need huge funds for repair-

ing roads and infrastructures.

We still have not made any es-
timate. This will be done once
the water recedes. We are dis-
cussing with the donors about
rehabilitation of the damaged
projects. We ct that

will take responsibility to re-
pair their respective funded
projects.”

An ADB mission will come
today to assess the damage, and
IDB mission is already here and
the government is holding dis-
cussions with the World Bank
about its own projects.

"It is also a big question as to

Resignation

From Page 1

ters during the last few days, ac-
cording to Khandkar Delwar
Hossain, Chief Whip of the Op-
position in Paﬂiamﬂnt who is
overseeing the process of col-
lecting the resignation letters.
"The process is almost com-
plete. Except a few now sta
abroad, all the party MPs

in the meantime deposited Lheir

resignation letters,” he told The
y Star Monday night.

However., the Opposition
Chief Whip could not mention
the exact number of BNP legis-
lators who deposited their res-
ignation letters. But party
sources said, the number has
crossed 100. BNP's strength in
the Parliament is 111.

Only a few of the party MPs,
Delwar said, includ-

mataz Be%x:m and Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury could not
{et deposit their resignation
etters as they were now staying
abroad.

A vernacular daily in Dhaka
yesterday published an inter-
view of Oli Ahmed c]] oting him
as sa ng he and his spouse

not resign from the Par-
Iiament unless they were con-
vinced that the action would
benefit the and the people.

"Neither the BNP chief nor
anybody else in the party could
cite any strong nt for the

ove," Oli Ahmed told a corre-
spondent of the daily in Lon-
don.

Oli also told the daily that
the ongoing move was "pjo-
neered by the anti-liberation
forces” in the BNP and warned
that their activities would "iso-
late the party” from the people
and bring about "political
death" of the party chiel.

"If we're to resign, we'll seek
opinions of our electorate,” he
sald, adding that many other

‘MPs of the party would do the

same.

Major (retd) Akhtaruzzaman
earlier told The Daily Star that
he would not deposit his resig-
nation letter as he found the
move untimely. He also said he
would quit politics if he was
compelled to sign such a letter.

Bangabandhu Murder Case

From page 12

Refuting the prosecution
claim, the counsel also said
Hony Capt Abdul Wahab Joar-
dar was promoted on Dec 14,
1976 as lieutenant and not on
ﬂu%lst 15 by Col Faroog.

hen the court enquired
about the source of his docu-
ments, the defence counsel said:
"Pigeons brought me the docu-
ments."”

The defence counsel said,
there are indications to the ex-
istence of unidentified armed
troops who had ated the
August 15 massacre, and the ac-
cused persons, facing the
Bangabandhu murder trial, had
no connection with them.

If the presence of accused Fa-

rook at the place of occurrence

(PO) durin the event was ad-
mitted for the sake of argument,
it was not possible for any pros-
ecution witness (PW) to identify
Farbok or his lancer troops as
they were attired in black and
khaki dress and also were wear-
ing masks, he contended.

Rebutting deposition of cer-
tain witnesses, Khan Saifur
said, soldiers of the Lancer Unit
were equipped with Chinese ri-
fles while troops of the
with SLR. Thcr:fnrc artillery
troops taking ammunition
from lancer depot on the in-
struction of Farook, as some
witnesses said, is nothing but a
hoax.

He argued if the soldiers
came out of the garrison that
night, then they were not carry-

ing any weapon at that time or
they did not come out from the

cantonment at all. -
Pointing to contradictory
statements of the witnesses, the

* counsel said, false evidences

were produced and his client
was falsely implicated in the
case.

He said prosecution con-
tention that the Lancer Unit
provided Maj Huda, Major Noor
and Major Dalim with uniform
is false and not tenable.

The counsel said army offi-
cers dismissed or reti from
service do not return their uni-
form. The army officers in
qutsttdnn mumf alread 5 :laci
ing their orm. g sho

thcy need supply of

Refutlng the prosecution
r:lair.n Khan Saifur said no ar-

shell was fired on Auﬂ,u
lI:yt:u'n near Bangabandhu's

resid:nce Army sepoy Shamsul
Huq was not killed by splinters
of artillery shell, but by bullets
fired from Bangabandhu's resi-
dence.

Khan Saifur questioned wh
sepoy Mofazzal who survive
the wounds sustained allegedly
by the artillery shell was not
brought to the court as an wit-
ness

The defence counsel said
there was no evidence that the
accused carried arms on that
night. None of the witnesses
said about the role of the house
guards which Khan contended
mysterious’,

He said inconsistent and
confusing statements have
shrouded the case. The case has
only been fabricated by the
prosecution, argued the counsel.

Khan Saifur will carry on
his conclusive ment when
the court resumes at 9:30 am to-

day.

yet we were able
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how we will repair the projects
which are not donor aided. This
Is why we are reprioritising the
ADP allocations,” Kibria added.

Noting that the government
is now taking up an extended
rehabilitation programme of
agriculture and lnduutry. Kibria
said the issue of national emer-
Ee:n{:}r must come first, "We will

eep government borrowing to
a minimum level. How we will
fund the requirement is a mat-
ter of management.”

"We have consciously de-
cided to raise agriculture loan
this year to Tk 3270 crore from
last year's Tk 1750 crore as
of our macro-economic policy
to stimulate demand in rural
areas. After the flood. rural de-
mand may slow down affecting
the total demand. We are taking
steps to ensure that this does
not happen,” Kibria said.

Ministries

From Page 1
ministry has been facing pres-
sures for additional allocation
from different ministries and
divisions in the wake of severe
damage to crop and infrastruc-
turiltlzry dcmpﬂii"ﬁ‘lﬂ flood. <y

ro or raisi "
lncatinynpundtr the head n?ﬁup— |

ly and services will not be en-

tertained in the revised budget
for the current fiscal year.

The circular further made it
clear that the slashing of the
budget will not allow govern-
ment offices to keep the bills of
telephone, water, electricity
and other services unpaid.

"In case of any failure in
keeping the expenses limited
within the revised budgel. the
department or agency con-
cerned will have to bear the re-
sponsibility,” the circular said.

It called for "highest re-
straint” in using official tele-

hones, gas, water, electricity,
uel oil for vehicles and other
services.

The officials concerned may
be summoned to explain any ir-

rational telephone and other
bills,

Int’] Ozone
Day today

The International Ozone
Day will be observed in the
country as elsewhere in the
world today to increase the use
of environment-friendly mate-
rials to save the ozone layer, re-
ports UNB.

The day is being observed
since 1087 after signing of the
epoch-making agreement
"Montreal Protocol” with the
initiative of United Nations
Environment Programme:

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Sajeda Chowd-
hury and Resident Representa-
tive of UNDP gave separate
messages on the occasion.

Bangladesh signed the Mon-
treal Protocol on August 2, 1990
and has been o the day
since 1995. The government
also formed National Technical
Committee and Ozone Cell to
implement the protocol.

‘Noorul Quader
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The qualkhawwani of the de-
ceased will be held after Asr
prayers at his residence on Fri-
day. All friends, relatives and
admirers have been requested
by his family to join his janaza
and qualkhawani and pray for
the salvation of the departed
soul.

An alumni of the Dhaka
University, Quader had higher
education from the Cambridge
University in Britain. He joined
the "erstwhile Civil Service of
Pakistan in 1961.

While he was the Deputy
Commissioner of Pabna, he
joined the freedom fighters in
organising resistance against
the Pakistani Army and Pabna
was declared a liberated area on
March 31.

On April 24, 1971, the Gov-
ernment of the People's Repub-
lic of Bangladesh was estab-
lished at Mujibnagar. Quader
was the first agpuinted Secre-
tar of the Government of

tia Srhuilala so the Secre-

of the Youth Camp, respon-

sih e for recruitment and train-

ing of Muktibahini during
1971.

Upon liberation of the coun-
try. Quader was assigned to
transfer the seat of the govern-
ment from Mujibnagar to
Dhaka. On December 18, 1971,
the Government of Bangladesh
was transferred with Quader as
its first Establishment Secre-

tary.

r¥le was also Secretary of sev-
eral other ministries. As Secre-
tary, Ministry of Communica-

‘tions, he restored Biman ser-

vices with four Fokker Friend-
ship planes on loan, Shipping
Corporation with two ahipa

. also on loan. He was res

ble for restoration and n:habil-
itation of the war damaged
railway system.

Quader, as founder Chair-
man of Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation, laid the founda-
tion of tourism in the cou

Quader left the govmlment
service in 1974 and established
his own business house.

In 1978, Quader set up the
first readymade garments in-
dustry in the country under the

" name of Desh Garments Lim-

ted with technical and market-
ng collaboration of DAEW.OO
Cnrparatiun of South Korea. He
imported the technology of in-
dustrial scale garments, and
had 130 men and women
trained abroad at his own costs.
e innovated the Back to
Back L/C systems, the unique
mechanism fur non-funded fi-
nancing of imported raw mate-
rials for the garments indus-
tries. He also innovated the
bonded warehouse system for
the garments industries, the
mechanism of import under
deferred duty pnymcnt ar-

rangement.



