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50 km dam to

be built to
protect city
from flood

\Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced a

lan to construct a 50 km long
Hm::d protection embankment-
cum-ring-road encircling the
city, report agencies.

The prime minister said the
embankment, which will later
be turned intq a ring road hav-
ing connections with Mirpur
embankment, will stretch from
Tongi to Demra.

asina revealed the plan
while addressing a gathering of
marooned peo h: at Bara Beraid
under Gulshan thana in the city
yesterday.

The embankment aims to
protest the city from flood as
well as to develop traffic and
transport system of the
metropolis,

The Prime Minister said the
government also plans to set up
a circular railway on the ring
road to ease the traffic conges-
tion in the city. A circular wa-
- terway will a so be developed
a.lun 1hr: ring road in future,

visited the area through
which the proposed road-cum-
embankment will be con-
structed to protect the capital
from fl and divert the in-
creasing traffic from Joyde-

Vpur. .
The prime minister said that

the en embankment would
See Page 12 Col 5

Almost all BNP
MPs deposited

BSCIC’s preliminary estimate

resignation

letters: Delwar

By Nazmul Ashraf

The process of depositing
BNP lawmakers’ letters of res-
ignation from the Jatiya
Sangsad with the party chief
has neared completion. with a
few still defying the party in-
struction, according to sources
in the p a.rg.v As many as 8,334 small and

BNP legislators yet to

medium industrial units in 46

depos:t their resignation letters
include party standmﬁ comirmit-
tee member Col etd) Olj
Ahmed. his spouse Mamataz
Begum, Major (retd) Akhtaruz-
zaman and Ziaur Rahman
Khan.

Two other heavyweights in
the main opposition party —
Prof A Q@ M Badruddoza Choud-
hury and M Saifur Rahman —
deposited their resignation let-

districts have been affected and
their infrastructures and prop-

r:rt worth about Tk 500 crore

ed by the current floods.
ing tn a preliminary es-
repared by the

Small and Cntta e

accu
timate
Banglades

Industrlcs Corporation (BSCIC).

A total of 43 industrial es-
tates out of 70 under the BSCIC
have been affected by the
floods. Of those, 27 were inun-
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By Rafiq Hasan

and the rest were submerged
partially, BSCIC sources said

yesterday.

BSCIC Chairman A H M
Rezaul Karim said the of
affected s and um size

industries include those inside
and outside of the industrial es-
tates in the affected districts.
When contacted, Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed, said
the government is yet to assess
the number of affected indus-
trial units and losses caused to
the industrial sector by the

8334 small, medium units
affected in 46 dists

floods. The minis is assess-
ing the number of affected units
and the losses, he said.

"The assessment is being
made with the help of major
chamber and trade bodies in-
cluding the Foreign Investors
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries, FBCCI, MCCI, and
DCCI,” the minister said over
telephone.

‘th BSCIC's assessment has
been done on the basis of re-
ports sent by its offices in dis-

See page 11

A LIGHTER MOMENT: A father is trying to cheer up his son at the Mntuheel T&T Colony flood shelter in the city
yvesterday. The bahya mother was standing in the long queue of the flood affected people for more than two hours for

food. The father is trying to keep the baby smiling till his mother comes back with food. — Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Ministries asked to
cut miscellaneous
expenditure by
ten per cent

As part of austerity measure,
the government yesterday
asked ministries and divisions
to cut down by 10 per cent the
budget allocations under mis-
cellaneous head, reports UNB.

A circular of the Ministry of
Finance directed all the min-
istries and divisions not to bu
any vehicle under revenue bud-

it asked all offices to keep
down telephone expenses, stop
purchase of new vehicles, for-
sake foreign tours.

The austerity steps were in-

 evitable to meet the demands

for fund for post-flood recon-
struction and rehabilitation.
The circular said the finance

See page 11
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receding fast

The flood situation across
the country improved further
yesterday with water levels of
major rivers falling rapidly,
report agencies.

The situation in an around
the r.::ﬁital also improved with

the fall of water levels in the
Buri . Shitalakhya, Turag
and anga.

"If this trend continues, the
flood situation across the
country is likely to improve
remarkably by end of this
month,” a Flood Forecastin
and Warning Centre (FFWC) of-
ficial said,.

He, however, said this would
de d on the quantum of rain-
fall in the catchment areas of
the major rivers in an outside

the count and unhindered
discharge of waters through the
M na estu 3

e natural flow of the flood
waters thrnu lh: Meghna es-
tuary into t

J Bengal
this year was gr:a y hampered
by the exceptional tidal surgf: in
the Bay for nearly a month.
Dhaka city’'s drainage sys-

tem, clogged by excessive use of
pt::l hene bag sdurin the flood,

lamed fnr the delay in re-
c::tssinn of water from the capi-
tal.

An official of the Water De- |

velopment Board sald it might
take at least two weeks for the

city’8 logged water to recede.

Buri receded by 17 cm
at Dhaka, Shitalakhya by 12
cm at Narayanganj, and Turag
by 21 cm and 10 cm at Mirpur
gnd Tongi respectively yester-

ay.

However, the rivers are still
flowing well above their d
levels, the FFWC said in its bul-

- Jetin yesterday.

It will take at best 10 more
days for the rivers to return to
their respective red marks if the
present trend of recession con-
tinues, the bulletin said.

The Buriganga at Dhaka is
likely to fall by 18 cm. the
Turag by 20 cm at Mirpur and
13 cm at Tongi today, the FFWC
forecast said.

The situation furth:r im-
roved In greater Dhaka,
aridpur, Mymensingh, Pabna,

Rangpur, Comilla, Noakhali,
Sylhet and Barisal.

It returned to normalcy in
Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Sunam-
ﬁanj Chittagong, Cox's Bazar,

angamati, Bandarban, Feni,
Rangpur Lal-
monirhat, and

Magura.

The flood-related death toll
rose to 978. Forty-two fresh
deaths were reported yesterday
including 14 from diarrhoeal
diseases.

Nilphamari,
Joypurhat

Kibra on food situation

Measures taken to keep

supply, prices stable

Star Report

Finance Minister S A M §
Kibria yesterday dispelled any
possibility of shortage in food
supply and said that against an
estimated total demand—pro-
duction gap of 4.3 million
tonnes, imports and donor as-
sistance together would reach
up to 4.5 million tonnes this
year.

“To meet this gap. the gov-
ernment has already taken ad-
equate measures so that supply
is ensurtd and prices remain
stable,” Kibria told The Daily
Star. "The country faces a nor-
mal food production gap of

about 2.1 million metric tonnes
every year. As the floods have
damaged crops, we estimate
that in the worst case scenario,
there will be a food shortage of
2.2 million tonnes. This means,
we will face a total food short-
age of 4.3 million tonnes.”
Against this shortage. the
government envisages a 4.5
million tonnes supply from
uutsidc
e government will im-
nrt one million tonnes of

grains. Already we" havt'

upmcd LCs for six lakh tonnes.”
See page 11
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CID suspects
4 more DB men
involved in

Rubel murder
By Staff Correspondent

CID investigators are sus-
that four more DB con-
stables of AC Akram Hussain's
team were involved in the mur-
der of university student
Shamim Reza Rubel in DB cus-
tody on July 23, sources close to
the investigators said last
night.
The CID charge sheet in the
case may contain names of 14
ple if investigators can con-
rm their involvement in the
murder, sources said.
Of those likely to be accused
by the CID, elght including
ram have already been ar-
rested and are detained at the
Dhaka Central Jail now, the
sources said adding that two
other probable accused are
"missing” since thé incident.

Declare flood-hit
areas as disaster
zone: /-party

BNP-led seven-party al-
liance at a meeting on Monday
urged the government to imme-
diately declare the flood af-
fected areas as disaster zone,
reports UNB.

The alllance also demanded
formation of an all-p relief
and rehabilitation committee
and involvement of armed
forces in relief and rehabilita-
tion works. i i

The meeting was held at 29
Minto Road in the city with
BNP leader Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder in the chair.

The alliance leaders Sham-
sul Islam and Anwar Zahid of
BNP. Kazi Zafar Ahmed of JP,
Mohammad Quamruzzaman
and Abdul Qader Mollah of Ja-
maat and Shafiul Alam Prad-
han of Jagpa were present.

Trader stabbed
to death 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 15: A
leader of local businessmen was
stabbed to death by unidentified
assailants today at Pahartoli
Saralpara area, police said.

Rafique Miah, president
of Pahartoli Traders' Associa-
tion, was attacked after the as-
sailants called him out -of his
resiijdcnce at around 4 am, police
said.

The assailants stabbed Rafiq
fatally and escaped fromZ the

See Page 12 Col 4

Che Daily Star Roundtable

'Flood damages colossal
but not irreparable’

By Staff Correspondent

Panellists at a roundtable in
the city yesterday said the flood
had caused enormous damages
to the country's economy, but
the damagea are not irrepara-
ble. But the government needs
to create an atmosphere in
which the people could actively
participate in the huge task of

A full-page special
report on Page 7

economic reconstruction, they
said.
The speakers also observed
that unity of the major political
arties was essential to success-
ully conduct the relief and re-
habilitation programmes and
carry out the process of na-

tional reconstruction.

Th!: roundtable styled Cop-

with Floods: Relief. Reha-

ht itation & Rebut ng the
Emnurmg was organised by The
Dail tar in cullabnratiun
with Cenu*c for Alternatives. A
good number of economists,
agriculturists, engineers, re-
searchers, water experts, aca-
demics, NGO leaders and
ernment officials took p in
the discussions while some oth-
ers gave their views on the is-
sues when the floor was open
for the audience,

The day-long roundtable,
spreading over two sessions,
was held at IBA Auditorium on
DU campus. The first session

See Page 12 Col 3
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Our attention has been drawn to the news item published on 14th September 1998 in some
Bengali newspapers regarding 120 mobile telephone sets seized at the airport.

Ericsson would like to clarify that the so called 120 mobile telephone sets sent via DHL
Worldwide Express on Thai Airlines flight TG 321 were actually dummy telephone sets.
These dummy sets cannot be used at all as they do not contain any electronic or
telecommunication parts. It is also not possible to replace any part from the dummy sets, as
all parts of these dummy sets are plastic mock-ups. These dummy sets are solely used for

A CLARIFICATION

display on counters, and have no commercial value.

h

The dummy sets were packed together with other promotional materials and documents, with
the words "promotional materials” inadvertently missing from the invoice.

COMMITTED TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS

Ericsson's 100,000 employees are active in more than 130 countries. Their combined
expertise in switching, radio and networking makes Ericsson the world's leading supplier in
fixed and mobile networks, mobile phones and infocom systems, supplying state-of-the-art
equipment to customers right across the globe. It has also helped many Ericsson customers
become number one in their own markets. More subscribers make and receive calls through
Ericsson mobile systems than any other. We connect nearly 40% of the world's mobile phone

callers in more than 90 countries.

To stay competitive, we invest more in R&D than any other major mobile supplier and

dedicate 18,000 people in 44 research centers around the world.

In Bangladesh we have provided switching equipment and mobile network to
GrameenPhone Limited and Sheba Telecom, two of the four mobile service providers. We
are also associated with prestigious Greater Dhaka Extension Project which will provide

67,000 new fixed telephone lines to Dhaka when completed.

We are committed to provide world class telecommunication services to Bangladesh and we

always value the people, customs, laws and regulations where we work.

Ericsson Radio Systems AB. Bangladesh Branch — Dhaka
Igbal Centre (12th floor), 42 Kemal Ataturk Avenue

Banani C/A, Dhaka 1213
Telephone ; 9886641/ 885428/ 883844/ 883864

Fax : 9886642
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