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© LONDON, Sept 14 (Reuters/
Internet): A brilliant -all-round
erformance by Pakistan's
asim Akram kept Lan-
cashire's treble hopes alive on
Sunday.

Akram scored 155, his En-

gllsh county championship

est, then took five for 66 as

- Lancashire thrashed Notting-

hamshire by 289 runs in their
penultimate match.

The victary put them third
in the table, two points behind
Surrey and 11 behind Leicester-
shire.

Surrey host Leicestershire in
their Gaaat game, If it is drawn,
Lancashire could win the title
033 t tt;; the Elrst pahlrum: since
1934 ting Ham e,

“[‘ht‘:jlb:rr have glread}r clinched
two one-day competitions, the
NatWest Trophy and the league,

Akram's century left Not-
tinghamshire with a 461 target,
They fell for only 171. |

The talented Pakistanl is re-
linquishing the Lancashire
captaincy next season and will
be replaced as the county's over-
seas player by Sri nkan
spinner Muttiah Muralitharan.

Akram was named in alle-
Ealiuns of match-fixing and

etting in international cricket
last week but has insisted he is
innocent.

The one-day league finished
with second-placed Essex
crashing to Leicestershire by
128 runs.

Trinidadian Phil Simmons
made 56 as Leicestershire
scored 219 for nine off their 40
overs, then shot Essex out for
gl.

Third-placed Warwickshire
beat Yorkshire by five wickets,
with England opener Nick
Knight unbeaten on 92.

urrey achieved a second
successive win, beating Durham
by 101, but still finished bottom

et losing 12 of their first 14
matches.

The top nine counties will
play in the first division of the
new 50-over National League
next season, with the bottom
nine in division two.

Marseille out
to restore
lost pride

LONDON., Sept 14 (Reuters/
Internetj: Olympigque Marseille
return to European competition
after a four year absence on
Tuesday and not only hope to
win the UEFA Cup but also re-
pair the damage to their tar-
nished reputation.

Marseille visit Czech side
Sigma Olomouc in the first
round of the competition on
Tuesday and are confident of
making a major impact in Eu-
rope for the first time since they
won'the Evropean Cap in 1993.

But that triumph was ruined
by their involvement in an un-
'savoury bribery scandal which
ruined careers, blighted reputa-
tions and left Marseille humil-
jated and relegated.

Although the victory still
stands in the record books, they
were stripped of the title, were
not allowed to defend it and
were relegated from the French
first division.

They did qualify for the
UEFA Cup two years later but
went out in the second round
and the club sees this campaign
as their chance to stamp a more
positive image. -

Marseille have played in two
European Cup finals and
reached the semifinals on a
third occasion as well as the
Cup Winners' Cup semifinals
once. But they have never gone
further than the second round
in six UEFA Cups, going out in
the first round four times,
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KUALA LUMPLUR, Sept 14:
Four-gold Susie O'Neill col-
lected a women's record eighth
Commonwealth Games title
and Michael Klim made it a
world record, two golds, a silver
and a bronze from four swims
as Awustralia maintained its
stranglehold in the pool Mon-
day, reports AP.

O'Neill, who won a
Auckland in 1990 and three
more in Victoria. British
Colombia in '94, took her total
here to four with a double suc-
cesses in the pool.

After winning the 400-metre
freestyle, O'Neill swam the final
leg of the 4x100 freestyle relay
for gold No. 8. That's the most
for a woman swimmer and one
fewer than Mike Weden's total
of nine.

Klim, who shared in Aus-
tralia’'s 4x200-metre freestyle
world record triumph on Sun-
day. set a Games record in the
100 free with a time of 49.43 to
edge count an Chris Fydler
and England's Gavin Meadows.

"I don't think about records a
heel of a lot,” O'Neill said. "But 1
knpw that when 1 retire it will
be nice. 1 suppose I'd like people
to remember my name so this is
a good way of doing it."

old at

Australia also gained
swimming golds through Giaan
Rooney in the women's 100-
metre backstroke but its streak
of golds was sto at 10 by
Canada's Mark Versfeld, who
triumphed in the men's 200
backstroke.

While the 5,000 Common-
wealth Games athletes chased
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Gold medalist in the women's 400-metre Susie O'Neill of Australia (L)
by silver winner Briton Vicki Hornes after the final in K

mose medals Monday, there
was a health scare in the village
when a woman Australian team
official and a New Zealand
teamn doctor contracted the po-
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tentially fatal dengue lever.

-"She's in hospital and it
looks very much like she's got
it," said Australian team doctor
Brian Sando said the woman,
who declined to identify the
woman.

According to New Zealand
team chief Les Mills, Dr Nick
Chamberlain probably caught
the disease when he was bitten
by a mosquito during a run.

"They took him in for a test,
took a blood sample and he was
diagnosed," Mills said. "It's not
serious there are no complica-
tions. we expect him back in a
couple of days.”

In action outside the pool,
Andrei Kravtsov, a 27-year-old
Russian who moved to Aus-

being congratulated

uala Lumpur yesterday.

— Internet photo

Day belongs to O'Neill

tralia almost six years ago,
overcame a shoulder injury and
a persistent challenge by Eng-
land’s Andrew Atherton to win
thtl: men's all-round gymnastics
title.

Australia's Brennon Do-
wrick took the bronze but the
battle was mainly between
Kravtsov and Atherton with the
Australian triumphing by .65.

Host Malaysia collected its
second gold of the Games b
winning the men's team bad-
minton title while England won
the women's gold.

South Africa picked up its
first medal and first title of the
16th Games when Gavin van
Rhyn and Michael Thiele won
the men's pairs free rifle prone
at the shooting ranges on pic-
turesque Langkawi Island off
Malaysia's east coast.

The silver went to England's
Phil Scalan and Neii Day and
Tim Lowndes and Warren Po-
tent of Australia won the
bronze.

Sharon Bowes and Christina
Ashcroft earned Canada its
third gold medal of the games
by winning the women's air ri-
fle.

Noemi Rostas and Belinda
Muehlberg of Australia claimed
the silver and England's Re-
becca Spicer and Louise Minett
collected bronze.

Canada's streak of Games
triumphs in synchronized
swimming continued with Va-
lerie Hould-Marchand's success
in the solo event ahead of Aus-

1ralia’s Naomi Young and Eng-

land's Gayle Adamson:

European soccer scene

Juventus' winning start

UNDATED, Sept 14
(Reuters/AP): Champions Ju-
ventus prevailed in a seven-

oal thriller, Girondins Bor-
eaux surged further ahead in
the French First Division,
Mellorca and Oviedo won in
Spain while in Greece,
Panathinaikos and
Olympiakos remained {nintly
on top in the weekend's league
matches in Europe.

ITALY
Juventus opened up with a

| spectacular 4-3 win at Perugia

while title rivals Lazio and In-
ter Milan could only draw.

Juventus went 3-0 ahead at
halftime but Japanese World
Cup hero Hidetoshi Nakata
brought the home side storming
Eack with two goals on his de-

ut.

Daniel Fonseca added a
fourth for Juve and Antonio
Bernardini pulled one back for
Perugia with a late penalty.

Inter Milan, missing the
suspended Ronaldo, fought back

with two late Fnals t‘::aly substitute
Nicola Ventola to draw 2-2 at

flicked in the second from a
Stankovic cormer in the 49th.

In Sunday’'s only other game,
Cesar Martin Villar headed
home a corner taken by Slovak
Peter Dubovsky in the 34th
minute to give Oviedo a 1-0 vic-
tory over division newcomer
Alaves. :

In Saturday's games, Real
Madrid and FC Barcelona
notched up modest 1-0 victories
over lesser sides. The rivals face
each other in the third round
next weekend.

With the second round com-

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 14
[AP): Malaysia's badminton acvc

hobbled off the court clutchin
his thigh during a maltc
against India, diminishing the
host nation's Commonwealth

Games gold in the sport.
Ong Ewe Hock, the singles
favourite, injured his ham-

string muscle in his second
Eam: against India's P Gopi

hand in team competition
Sunday after winning the first
15-2, rj;c Star daily said.

A grimacing Ewe was helped
off the court by the team man-
ager and a teammate.

"At this time, it's still ve
hard to say whether Ewe Hoc
can play or not," sald Malaysi-
a's coach, Martin Frost.

"It looks pretty bad. Whether
it is a hamstring pull, rupture,
or strain, we still don't know,”
sald Frost, a former world
champion.

Although Malaysia won its
encounter against lowly India,
Ewe's injury could serious hurt
the team's overall performance.

Competition in individual
events starts Wednesday.

LONG DAYS, LATE
NIGHTS

Bowlers at the Common-
wealth Games are complaining
about time. Too much of it.

Even for a tradition-steeped
game played on lush lawns, the
pace in the first two days of
competition has been Loo
leisurely, Australian bowlers
said.

"There was too much time
between games,” sald Aus-
tralian team manager Don
Sherman. "It meant a lot of
waiting around and the facili-
ties are not really set up for sit-
ting around.”

e result: bowlers some-
times can't get back to the ath-
letes village until the early
hours of the morning.

Team officials made their
complaints known to the tour-
nament organisers and a new,
more compact playing schedule
has been introduced, allowing
an extra hour’'s sleep in the
morning and an earlier finish.

SORE RIDERS

The jubilant Malaysian cy-
cling squad that fetched the
host country its first medal is
sore about the government try-
ing to share the credit.

"Some of the officials were
behaving as if they were re-
sponsible for Nor Effandy's
win,” the Star daily quoted a
cycling team member as saying.

Effandy Rosli won the silver
Saturday in the 184-kilometre
road race.

"Before this, they (sports of-
ficials) did not even bother to
see us when we were training or
ive words of encouragement,”

Flamengo sink
further

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 14
(Reuters/ Internet): After
promising supporters a refund
if their team lost, Flamengo
faced having to hand out a
small fortune to more than
50,000 fans on Monday after a
3-2 defeat by Portuguesa.

Club president Kleber Leite
admitted he now had a massive
logistical problem, but this is
matched by his problems on the
pitch after another bizarre
weekend for Brazil's most popu-
lar club.

Leite made his unprece-
dented offer last week following
a run of eight matches without a
win in the championship. If he
thought things could only get
better, he was wrong.

The team lost again on Sun-

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sept 14: Hockey
aristocrats Pak-
istan narrowly
avoided their first
defeat in 12 years
at the hands of

Malaysia here at the Commeon-
wealth Games on Sunday,
equalising 16 minutes from
time to draw 1-1, reports AFP.

In the night's other match
their fellow Pool B rivals Eng-
land defeated Kenya 3-1 in a far
from impressive performance,
which leaves Pakistan top of
the pool with five points from
three matches, Malaysia and
England joint second with four

oints and Canada on two, all
aving played a e less.

Pakistan, o had beaten
the same team 7-2 in May's
World Cup, seized the initiative
in the second-half and got a de-
served equaliser when Ali
Raza's vicious low shot whizzed
past 'keeper Roslan Jamaluddin
with 16 minutes to go.

However, the Malaysians,
who have improved out of all
recognition since coach Paul
Lissek was hired on loan from
Germany in May, almost stole
the three points at the death
when Pakistani captain
Muhammad Usman was sin-
binned and the bandana wear-
ing Azlan Bakar just sent his
shot wide of the post.

The Malaysians. who were
inspired by the capacity 15,000
crowd, took the game to the
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Pakistanis from the start and
scored [rom when Kuhan
Shanmuganathan’s shot took a
deflection off Chairil over the
diving 'keeper Ahmed Alam.
Alam, who has been under
fire for his performances here,
kept the young Pakistani side
in"the match with several stun-
ning saves as the host side, dis-

~ playing much more fire than

th? had. They finished 12th
and last in May s World Cup
The Pakistani management
defended their decision to dis-
card their older stars for youth.

"Every time a Pakistani
team comes to a tournament
they are supposed to kill the
other teams but you must not
forget that this is a side being
aimed at the 2000 Olympics,”

Frankie changes
his mind

KUALA Lumpur., Sept 14:
Namibia's former world 200
metres champion Frankie
Fredericks has changed his
mind and will definitely com-

te here at the Commonwealth

ames it was confirmed today.

“Frankie has decided to
come and all we are waiting for
the final confirmation from the
Commonwealth Games Federa-
tion,” Namibian Olympic
Committee member Gerhard
Roux told AFP.

'Pakistan held by hosts

Pakistan manager Zakauddin
said,

'We depended on Alam
tonight and this time unlike his
previous performances he was
great.” he added.

Barry Dancer, England's
Australian-born coach, ac-
cepted that their display could
have been better against a side
that has just one 11-year-old
artificial pitch but said it had
been a better performance than
in the draw with Canada.

"There were areas where we
had improved and some whijch
left a lot to be desired.” he said.

"We're improving and | think
by the semifinals we will be a
good outfit," the former Aus-
tralian under-2]1 coach added.
One of England's goalscorers
Russell Garcia paid tribute to
the Kenyans to ess.

"They're big. built like bas-
ketballers, and very individual-
istic which makes them tou
to play against,” the 28-year-old
hairdresser said.

Davinder Bharu, the Kenyan
Manager, said that his side
would have to cut out their ele-
mentary errors which always
came at crucial times and left
them chasing the game, but he

.issued a defiant note to the rest

of African hockey.

- "We are number two to South
Africa at the moment but next
year we will win the African ti-
tle and we will represent Africa

at the 2000 Olympics, you can
be sure about that,” he said.
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WATERLILLY: Velerie ﬂuuid-Marchand of Canada in the midst of her solo synchronized

i o : _ l...
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swimming routine at the Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Hould-

Marchand won the gold.

— AFP photo

Spain turns to Camacho

MADRID, Sept 14
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Spain’'s hard-

@ | pressed Football
! J Federation (FEF)
L~ hias turned to Jose
Antonio  Camacho in its
increasingly desperate effort to
appoint a successor to Javier
Clemente.

Camacho is the second man
to be offered the post of na-
tional team coach since the de-
parture of Clemente, who left

Madrid. But he lasted there only
22 days. walking out after a row
over backroom staff.

The FEF's first choice to suc-
ceed Clemente was Luis
Aragones, the veteran coach
who left Real Betis during the
SUITINer, saa]drﬁ he was retiring
from football altogether.

Aragones, the most experi-
enced coach in Spain having
taken charge of 611 first divi-
sfon “anaes, sald he was tempted
by the offer but ultimately could

rassment and accused of presid-
ing over the worst team in
Spain’'s history. His departure
was announced on Thursday.

Aragones was offered the job
on Saturday, asked for 24 hours
to make up his mind and the
following day delivered a snub
to the FEF.

The federation hoped to
bring a speedy close to the saga
by immediately appninlin§
Camacho but his Emr‘isn coul
yet prove a stumbling block.
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