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ANGLADESH has contin-

ued development efforts
since her independence

and implemented a number of
rojects to widen opportunities
or individuals, social groups,

communities, neighborhoods

or regions, etc., and supposedly,
extend equitable distribution of
common benefit in dphysir:al.
economic, social and cultural
terms. However, her efforts
have neither increased oppor-
tunities nor resulted to even dis-
tribution of benefits; on the
contrary, imposed numerous
ctional consequences.

Her present day scenarios at-
test depleted or wasted mineral
resources; decreased farmlands,
forests and grazing grounds.
clogged canals and rivers; en-
dangered wild or aqua life or
species; blighted or destroyed
settlements, communities or
villages: reduced productive ca-
pacity of farmland; economic
and social disparities among
regions, between rural and ur-
ban areas and between a mi-
nority class and the majority
qups: lack of basic amenities
ike pure dﬂnkin% water in the
rural areas and for the urban
poor; unexceptional and uncon-
trolled growth of slums,
shanties or squatters in the

cities that are overcrowded with

people in search of better oppor-

tunities: overstrained urban in-
civic amenities

frastructures,
and community facilities; pol-
luted surface or underground
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Why her development efforts
have gone awry? Is it the con-
centration of power and author-
ity in the hands of a few —
politicians, engineers, plan-
ners, experts, professionals —
for decision making and plan-
ning with respect to develop-
ment actions or projects that
may be one of the source of
many of the problems?

Some may frown at and dis-
sent with the allusion above to
hold responsible a few at the
helm of development activities.
They may rationalize the prob-
lems, scarcity or dysfunctional
consequences as inevitable cit-
ing numerous problems, need
and wants of the people, and
difficulties to set priorities and
Jor satisfy all. But the reasons
are not enough to shake the fin-

er off a few as identified ear-
ier. Dysfunctional conse-
quences and discontent of the
majorfty, when delved beneath
the surface, are found to be due
to the projects pursuing mostly
modernity, that at most benefit
a few who can afford, creating
illusory impression to promote
supposedly general interests.
The majority of the people are
forced to act inst their own
interests because the develop-
ment affairs are, most likely, at
the hands of a few. |

The central objectives of de-
velopment endeavour are to al-
locate resources to satisfy the
needs, solve problems, and pro-
duce goods or services for the
majority people of a group.
community, region, environ-
ment, i.e.., society at large. But
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owever well intentioned they
are, chances are high that valu-
able resources would be em-
ployed to improper tasks,
wasted and destroyed forfeiting
forever the benefits of proper
use; infinitely larger societal
problems and environmental
damaﬁsﬁ would be imposed
upon the society as a whole with
no or costly option to reverse;
true development would be de-
ferred or jeopardized; and all
members of the society will
loose out w:ntuallg-.

To the least ev:]n]!::ment
projects should bring changes
which harm no one while make
some people better off. This can

be better achieved only if plan-
ning and decision making pro-
cess of development projects

and or/actions involves many
beside a few managers. admin-

istrators, ;ﬂ:rnf ssmnal:i], el
is can be emphaltically

stated here that a project un-
posed from top or by a political
system will less likely satisfy
the majority and make the so-
ciety well off. A few should not
have a free hand to clutter with
the welfare and well-being of
the people, and the environ-
ment and its resources that be-
long to every one. Development
policy should emphasis to in-
duce the majority to consider
the situation and make them
capable of changing it. Partici-
pation of majority members of
a society, community, region,
environment, etc., in the deci-
sion making process of devel-
opment projects will facilitate
successful planning and in-
crease social acceptance,
Decision making and plan-
ning process identifies the
problem area that requires at-
tention, causes of deficiencies
or needs and wants of the peo-
ple; formulates alternative ac-
tions or projects as solutions;
and ensures selection and im-
lementation of the best possi-
le action. Goal setting, project
pri]:laratjnn, project evaluation
and selection, project imple-
mentation and effectiveness as-
sessment are the distinct
phases of the process. People's
participation should be encour-
aged at individual level and/ or
in a group form like advisory
committee, planning commit-
tee, community or citizen's
council, inter community
groups or in other form, to tap
perceptions, attitudes, reac-
tions, etc., in all the phases.

Potential Problems

There are strong criticisms,
from a small quarter, of peo-
ple's participation in the deci-
sion making and planning pro-
cess of development projects as
a cost without any significant
perceivable benelfit. A number
of potential problems often
cited in the implementation of
the approach are listed below.

(a) People of varied social
and local groups. spheres and
walks of life with different
habits, privileges. views, inter-
ests, etc., are involved. Their

:pmpenai:’y is to u
‘own tradit

AY. 1998. India and
Pakistan detonated
their own nuclear

significantly with dysfunctional consequences. Welfare and well-being of the people, and the environment
along with its scarcer and valuable resources, as exclusive domain of a few to handle cannot be

overlooked as one of the major ca

hold their
ion, habits, privi-
leges, institutions, views and
interests; and resist with little
tolerance and flexibility con-
flicting views and interests,
with no concern to resource
constraints or other limita-
tions.

(b) People's lack of knowl-
edge and perceptions on con-
cepts, issues and judgmental
techniques may fail them to
identify causes and effects and
variables.

(c) Satisfactory representa-
tion of the community, society,
region, etc., as a whole or ma-
jority members is difficult to
ASSeSsS.

(d) Long range. less visible
Eroblems and solutions, per-

aps of greater significance,

may often be overlooked or
ushed into the background as
ower priority,

[e] Political influence or

other means Lo favour certain
interests or groups. etc.. creates

vxcessive delays — or even para-
lyzes the process.

(] Survey may also not satis-
factorily reflect representa-
tions due to statistical compli-
cation from the non-experi-

mental nature of the procedure
and many of the reasons men-
tioned above.

(g) All the above complicate
to arrive at an ideal, consensus
and harmonized plan.

ntial PeneFts
Tillzt:t%?:c: L ol people’'s par-

ticipation and social acceptance
is largely oriented to the
genuine desires and needs of the
majority pCﬂJJ]E and attached to
the idea of democracy which is
.o iN the hands not of the
few, but of many’. The approach
romotes democratic practices
y giving influence, in the deci-
sion making process, to the
ople who are going to be af-
ected by the decision(s), and
upholds democratic philosophy
that as development of the peo-
ple, for the people and by the
people. Some of the benefits of
Eenple's participation are listed
elow.

(a) People become more
aware of their role and impor-
tance in a society, community.
group. environment, etc.

[b? People are in a better po-
sition to perceive their interests
in related changes, projects,
and consequences in terms of
social, economic, physical. en-

vironmental, etc.

(c) Increases flow of infor-
mation regarding needs, wants,
problems, consequences and
environmental impacts various
actions or options.

(d) Exhausts alternatives to
satisfy needs or solve problems,
and select mode and method of
production, operation and dis-
pensation.

(e) The right choice is more
likely to be made.

(f) Increases people's toler-
ance and contributes to main-
tain societal stability.

(g) The organization, profes-
sionals and /or bureaucracy be-
come more oriented to the peo-
ple and the environment, under
increased scrutiny of the people
for their responsibilities and
also become efficient.

(h) People's sacrifice of costs,
time and effort contributes to
the success of the project and
benefits the organization.

Participation Techniques

The success of the people's
participation approach depends
on the use of an appropriate
technique, chosen form among
the many available like, not
exclusive, drop in centérs. meet-

uses of defeat of development efforts.

ings. review boards, task forces,
judgmental and value analysis,
survey, Delphi process, etc. Se-
lection of a technique depends
upon the planning purposes, ob-
jectives, and phases or charac-
teristics of a particular situa-
tion. A few techniques are pre-
sented below that most ll.]f:]_t,r
will be effective to achieve the
objectives under the perspec-
tives identified as : (I) Admin-
istrative perspective : (a) infor-
mation exchange, (b) education,
(c) support building, and (ii)
People's perspective: (d) deci-
sion-making supplement and
(e) representational input.

(a) Information exchange re-
sults are better accomplished b
unstructured techniques whic
are designed to produce direct
contact between the decision
makers like engineers, plan-
ners, professionals, etc., and
the people. The techniques that
may be employed are drop-in
centers; citizens, neighborhood,
community, social or local
group meetings: agency infor-
mation meetings, public hear-
ings.

(b) Education and support
building among the people for
development actions and plans

tees, review boards and task
forces with representatives of
neighborhood, community,
various groups, etc. The tech-
niques allow the decision mak-
ers a certain degree of control as
they involve a selection of par-
ticipants.

¢) The active process tech-
niques like nominal group pro-
cess., judgmental analysis,
value analysls, etc., are avail-
able to get increased input from
the people and members of
neighborhood, community,
various groups, etc., to supple-
ment decision making and
planning process. Decision
makers have direct contact
with the people, but they still
have control over the issues
being dealt at the meetings.

d) Finally, the passive pro-
cess techniques such as citizens'
survey, Delphi process. etc.,
may be used to get the views of
the entire community on par-
ticular issues as representa-
tional inputs. They are backed
by grn er and well developed
methodologies and do not pro-
mote a direct contact between
the decision makers and the
people,

The following caveats need
attention. People's participa-
tion does not whnﬁy deter-
mines a development plan,
Participation must be thought
carefully on when, why and
where it is considered. Decision
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HDDevelopment Projects: Evaluating People's Participation
whenever a few are endowed by N. Shams Chuudhury | at various levels of government  makers should be aware of
with power and authority for o - is accomplished by structured the difficulties arising from in-
"planing snd.decision mariog Development efforts in Bangladesh till now have benefited her people insignificantly rather burdened them techniques of advisory commit-  put analysis, statistical tech-

niques and other situations.
The most important task for
the decision maker is to balance
the people's input. develop value
system, s nth{;niz: alter-
natives, apply ju ent, com-
pare and ma]uJ: thimﬂnal deci-

sion. = |
Conclusions

Development efforts in
Bangladesh till now have bene-
fited her people insignificantl
rather burdened them signifi-
cantly with dysfunctional con-
sequences, Wellare and well-be-
ing of thtaﬁxﬂpl:. and the envi-
ronment along with its scarcer
and valuable resources, as ex-
clusive domain of a few to han-
dle cannot be overlooked as one
of the major causes of defeat of
development efforts. People's
participation Is a very impor-
tant factor in the judgments to
be made in the planning of a
development project. The pur-
pose of those who criticize peo-
ple’ participation as a cost
without significant perceivable
benefit or improvement in the
quality of the product is sus-
[)er:te as ulterior. They over-
ook people's sacrifices of time,
effort and money to safeguard
their well-being and welfare.
and undermine people's con-
cerns for the environment and
its resources. A general analy-
sis of pros and cons of people's
gartlcipation would definitely

ring positive results.

bombs. They have. as it were,
ﬁrm’ed their coming of age;
eralding end of "innocence’.
And yet there is an irony of
sorts, both preach high moral
intentions, reiterate their
determination to end poverty,
illiteracy, and ill health of
their people. Yet, there is not
much to show after fifty years,
millions are still deprived of
minimum basic needs for
survival. The leaders went
ahead with costly nuclear mili-
tary adventure. And things will
never be the same again in this
subcontinent. What might re-
main unchanged is that mil-
lions will remain consigned to
unmitigated human misery.
The spectre of poverty. igno-
rance and ill health is that
much more unlikely to lift.

The bottom line is : geo-poli-
tics and security equation in
the subcontinent has altered ir-
revocably; the nuclear "have-
nots" in the region must now
assert and not remain sidelined
in geo-political equation. Sleek
phrases, however cleverly
crafted, cannot ratignalise this
perversion of nuclear bomb ad-
venture; nor will benign assur-
ances suffice to comfort neigh-
bours. Pathological suspicion
and hostility have unfortu-
nately characterised the rela-
tions of these two [now "more

The End of Innocence?

by Dr M Zakir Husain

Problem is, historically, kings and emperors in our part of the world have shown a fatal attraction for wars with

huge loss of lives of their subjects. Some of our leaders-have a pronounced penchant for immortality.

equal than others” members of
SAARC. Disappointingly for
many. the 5AARC summit in
colombo skirted this issue of
major concern to all members.
The much hyped meeting of the
two Prime Ministers (Vajpayee
and Sharif] proved futile ("zero
result”) not rhaps unexpect-
edly. Since the Summit closed.
there is no sign of any break-
through towards reconciliation
nor anything to give a sense of
enuine security to other mem-
ers of the SAARC alliance.
That unfortunately is the sor-
did and sad truth. It is better to
accept than pretend otherwise.
That being said, what is
rather intriguing and ill under-
stood is the whimper followed
eventually by what seemed to be
acquiescence by the five non-
nuclear members of the SAARC
alliance. Conspicuously absent
was an emphatic call for re-
straint and demand for an
overall security assurance from
these two States. On the con-
trary, the Colombo Summit ap-
peared to almost rationalise
their belligerent stance and
stopped short of its actual en-
dorsement. As if the issue was a

small bilateral friction best left
alone. Now what the political

observers. the ordinary citizens .

like us are left to deduce? Shall
we reason that the Summit was
convinced that nuclear bombs
in the hands of two jittery
members bring security to the
rest. or did it believe these two
self-proclaimed Ijuninr metmn-
bers of the nuclear club will
browbeat the five nuclear "big-
wigs” to denounce and destroy
their arsenal and make the
whole world free of nuclear
menace?

Something causes the ordi-
nary citizens a great deal of un-
ease. Given their track record of

ast fifty years, few if any can
Eancst! discount the danger
that India and Pakistan leader-
shi mljhl just trip the wire
and escalate the present low in-
lensity skirmishes into full
scale war: They have already
fought three wars that solved
nothing. That itself does not
ﬁlvc any comfort to their neigh-
ours. They might inevitably
end up using their newly ac-
uired symbols of prowess —

e uclﬁaﬁbmnbﬂ. ut there is
one bl dillerence in that this

time around, they will bring
human disaster of unimagin-
able scale not only to their own
countries but to their neigh-
bours too. The human cost and
fallout of nuclear bombs are all
too recent in human memory.
Need there be a repeat of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki, or even
worse catastrophe? And in this
sub-continent where people
with ancient civilisation adore
and worship saints and sages?
To confirm the apprehension,
we cannot fail to note a certain
sense of fatal determinism in
the post-bomb utterances of the
leaders of both the countries.
There is on the one hand a loud
(almost vulgar) delight with the
possession of these deadly toys
and, on the other hand. a readi-
ness to embrace a kind of na-
tional martyrdom in defence of
the glory of nation — a glory for
which even national suicide is
welcome. If committing suicide
is the test of valour we can do
with-less valour but more wis-
dom. At the national level such
sentiments are completely ir-
relevant and out of mode.
Problem is. historically,
kings and emperors in our part

of the world have shown a fatal
attraction for wars with huge
loss of lives of their subjects.
Some of our leaders have a pro-
nounced penchant for immor-
tality. The point is, as Arund-
hati Roy (the renowned Booker
Prize winner] so poignantly
mused in her recent article "The
End of Imagination” to the ef-
fect that if we play with bombs,
will there be a future left for the
leaders to be remembered in?
Our leaders are presumably en-
dowed with extraordinary
statesmanship. Does it require
extraordinary genius to com-
Hrehend how retrogressive and

awed this adventure of nu-
clear weaponry is in any con-
text. especially in our context?
As ordinary citizens, we do not
possess d visions but we are
perfectly willing, I think, to be
'spineless cowards" in a saved

civilisation rather than be °

"brave but/and terminated” in
an annjhilated earph

Peg;l;]\e clepﬁvcg of €t ation
and income have been condi-
tioned by numerous real or
imaginary tales to idolise great

heroes who performed miracu
lous exploits in wars and bat-

tles. Very few, if any, songs are
sung in praise of ordinary men
and women who did great deeds
of » personal courage and
achievement. Our people truly
worship past heroes; our politi-
cal leaders are pleased to per-
petuate ancient myths — the
more ancient and prodigal the
better. The question is : Are the
needs of human development
and of human rights in demo-
cratic societies any longer com-
patible with invocation of
miythical heroes to claim hol-
low national prestige and
glory?

India and Pakistan may be
in possession of weapons that
seem lo frighten or stun their
neighbours into silence. But do
the nuclear have-nots of the Re-
gion lack the moral strength
and diplomatic resolve to show
their deep concern and exercise
their geo-political right to be
assured of security from exter-
nal misadventures-accidental
or otherwise. The menace is of
sufficient gravity; the scenario
of nuclear holocaust is plausi-
ble though not inevitable. There
is enough reason to warrant
these Slates 1o invite'the sup-
port and co-operation of those
whose nuclear capability and
economic clout are far more
convincing to secure a modicum
of restraint and, ideally, bind-
ing guarantee of non-prolifera-
tion, non-use, and eventual de-
struction.

had planned to visit
Bangladesh this winter but

a sudden deterioration in the
health of a close member of my
family precipitated the trip and
I was forced to travel to Dhaka
in the last week of July. As far
as | remember, this was the
first time in about thirty years
that I visited my country in
summer and that was quite an
ence. | was there only ten

days. Besides attending my sick
brother, I talked to as many
people as possible, watched, ob-
served and took some notes.
This letter is a travel report and
comes as a result of that brief
visit. It does not pretend to be a
treatise on the social, political
and economic conditions of
Bangladesh today. It merely
narrates some thoughts and
reflections of a traveller and
tries to convey the general im-
pressions on some aspects of
life in Bangladesh of a native ,
who revisits his home country
after a long period and in-
evitably sees things from a
perspective, which is not neces-
sarily critical but simply dif-

fer?@.t'sunn as | made up my
mind to travel to Dhaka at the
earliest possible np%nrtunity. |
got in touch with the recently
opened office of representation
for Biman the Bangladesh
Airlines in Madrid and a re-
turn ticket was made available
to me at a competitive price. It
was indeed a pleasure to be in a
position to contact the national
carrier directly and discuss my
travel plans without the hassle
of going through intermedi-
aries. I was given three options.
I could travel through either
London, Paris or Frankfurt. I
chose London because of obvi-
ous reasons. It is always a plea-
sure to go back to London,( even
if it is for a short stay) where |
studied and worked for so
many years . where | got mar-
ried and where my first son
was born. The other factor
which weighed heavily in
favour of London. and in my
opinion was the deciding fac-
tor, that London offered me the
opportunity ( on my way back )
to give a hug to my second son ,
who now lives in London and
whom | had not seen for the last
six months.

In spite of the fact that dur-
ing my professional career, I
travelled quite frequently and
at short notice, I was never able
to master the art of relaxing
the night before the commence-
ment of a trip. So after a rest-
less night, [ arrived at the:
Madrid Airport rather worried
about my chances of getting
away from Madrid in time to
catch the connecting flight
from London. So many flights
had recently been cancelled

LETTER FROM EUROPE

Bangladesh Revisited: Musings on the Way

by Chaklader Mahboob-ul Alam .

By and large, people have always been conscious of the differences in skin colour. Poets and lovers have
written poems and sung songs admiring the skin colour of their loved ones. But this ideology of exploitation
based on supposedly static and God-given colour lines ( meaning white and non-white) is a fairly modern
concept and is closely linked to the European colonization of America and the need to identify the Ango-Saxon
colonizers on the one hand and the colonized and the slaves on the other.

that Madrid had come to be
considered as the most unreli-
able alrgnrl in Europe. The
Madrid Barajas Airport. which
is the hub of all Iberian( the na-
tional carrier) flights and
where approximately 16.000
people work, handles on an av-
erage B850 flights daily. It be-
comes completely saturated at
peak hours, because it has got
only two runways and cannot
handle more than 50 flights per
hour. Currently its maximum
capacity is 21.5 million passen-
gers per year.
With its booming tourism
industry and its growing im-
ortance in international af-
airs, Spain realizes the need to
increase Madrid Airport's pas-
senger handling capacity.
There are two alternatives — ei-
ther to build a second airport at
Campo Real, which is approxi-
mately 30 kms away from the
capital or to build another
runway and its corresponding
terminal at Barajas (its current
site). Although the Regional
overnment is in favour of
uilding the second airport, it
appears that the other alterna-
tive will prevail because the
Federal government prefers the
alternative idea. In any case,
the third runway will not be-
come operational until the year
2003, when the rt's capac-
ity will jump from 50 to 75
ﬂiﬁhts per hour and from 21.5
million passengers per year to

over 30 jnjll]
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thal according Lo current esti-
mates, if the trend continues ,
Madrid will have to handle
more than 40 million passen-
gers by 2007. Therefore, in my
opinion, the sooner a second
airport is built, the better for
everyorne,

My fears were not exagger-
ated. About ten minutes betore
the scheduled departure time,
we were asked to board the air-
port bus and driven to an aero-
plane. However, the ground
staff attending the plane asked
the bus driver to go back to the
terminal building. This was
what we did. We had te wait in-
side the bus for more than half
an hour. No explanation was
given to us. After conflicting
rumours about the cancellation
of a direct flight from
Barcelona to London and the
need to lump the two flights
into one, we were driven to a
larger plane and made to wait
for some transit passengers to
board the plane, Finally, after
more than an hour's delay, the
plane left for London.

After the chaos and confu-
sion at the Madrid Airport, the

quiet efficiency of the ground
staff at Heathrow  Airport,
which is located in the ancient
English county of Middlesex
was indeed a pleasant change.
While O'Hare in Chicago which
handles more than 60 million
passengers annually, is consid-
ered as the world’'s busiest air-
port, Heathrow holds the record
of handling the largest flow of
international ({(raflic in the
world. Heathrow, Gatwick and
Stansted together handle more
than 45 million passengers per
year. Although modern indus-
trialization has changed the
i'ar:cf of Heathrow and Brentlord
and they are criss-crossed by
congested motorways, they
[especially * Caesar's Camp” at
Heathrow) were once the seats
of ancient civilizations. Later,
in the 1st century BC, they were
settled by the Belgic tribes and
formed part of the Catuvellauni
territory. The Romans set up
Thambs Poats all alang (he.
tury came the Saxons. who col-
onized the entire area. Since it
was situated between the East
and West Saxons. the area soon
came to be known as Mid-
delseaxan [ Middlesex), i.e., the
place of the middle Saxons. The
name Middlesex is even today
used for official and unofficial
purposes.

The Biman employee at the
transit lounge checked my
ticket and gave me a window
seat in the no-smoking area.

She said that the plane was
travelling full. Therefore, 1
prepared myself for a long

sleepless night. The departure
lounge was tull to the brim. Ex-
cept a young English couple in
shorts and a few other Euro-
peans, almost all the passen-
gers were of Bengall or Indian
origin. The overwhelming ma-
jority were Bangladeshi exﬁaa—
triates ,who were l%ning back to
Bangladesh for their summer
holidays. Since Madrid does
not have a large Bangladeshi
presence, | very rarely have an
opportunity to see so many of
my countrymen in one gather-
ing under the same roof. There
were men , women and children
who belonged to different age
groups and at different stages of
cultural adjustment in the UK.

Besides our distinctive eth-
nic features, what really at-
tracts the attention of an ob-
server in such a gathering is the
variety of clothing worn by the
people. There were men in
three-piece Western suits [in
spite of the temperature run-
ning close to 30 degrees Celsius),
Indian Muslim traditional
clothes with an European
jacket or a shawl thrown on
top, and in different combi-
nations of these two styles. | did
not find anyone wearing a
lungi. Older men with long
beards and no moustaches (like
the Amish in the US) wore dif-
ferent types of Muslim caps and
hats. There was greater uni-
formity in the foolwear — most
merl wore European style shoes.
Wonien looked elegant in silk
sarees. Only a lew wore shalwar
and kamis. There were only two
or three who were dressed in
European style blouses and
skirts. Most of the women wore
sandals and no stockings .
(That is fine in summer, but I
have seen women wearing the
same sandals in winter as
well). Then there were little
children who unlike their Eu-
rnfrean counterparts( who usu-
ally use casual wear, while
travelling) were dressed in suits
and rather garish ties.

Another special feature was
the language or languages used
by the members of the group.
Most of the older men and
women, in spite of holding
British passports spoke hardly
any English. There were
Bangladeshi born students and
businessmen, who spoke good
English but with an accent.
There were students who had
gone to school in the UK. The¥
showed excellent command of
the language. There were yet
others , who were born in Eng-
land and who spoke Englis
with such a cockney accent that
I had difficulty in following
them. But by and large, the lan-
guagc that was most commonly
used among the group was Ben-
gali. What pleased me was to
observe that most of the chil-
dren spoke English among
themselves but addressed their
parents in Bengali.

The economic boom of the

late fifties and early sixties in
England created labour short-
age (especially in the lower cat-
egories) in the major industrial
centres of the country. The
economy desperately needed
people to work at the factories
and to keep the huge public ser-
vice industries such as trans-

ortation, sanitation and

ealth care institutions etc.
running. The Polish and the
Jewish immigrants had moved
up in the social ladder. They
were not interested in these un-
skilled positions. By and large,
the natives ( the British) did not
want these “unclean” jobs, be-
cause they had better opportu-
nities. So the doors were opened
to immigration from the Com-
monwealth. The first to come
+were the Caribbeans. This was
the first immigration wave of
people who had a different skin
colour. They were not pink or
pale but black or brown. Most
of them spoke English. They
were shocked to fin
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were socially rejected. They
were denied access to public
rental housing and private
housing in g residential ar-
eas. Therefore, they were forced
to find refuge in heavily con-
centrated areas like Brixton
and Notting Hill in London.
The same pattern continued in
other big cities.

The British economy needed
more workers. As a result,
roups of immigrants came
rom the Indian sub-continent.
They faced similar rejection
from the British public. Actu-
ally. they suffered more dis-
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cause not only they had a dif-
ferent skin colour but also most
of them did not have English as
their first language. By and
large, the West Indians pro-
fessed to be Christians, while
most of the immigrants from
the sub-continent were either
Hindus or Muslims and were
therefore considered as hca—_
thens by these very "Christian

natives. By the end of the six-

ties, sizeable groups of newly-
arrived immigrants from the
sub-continent had settled in the
depressed areas of large cities

that while .

like London. Birmingham.
Manchester etc. Often these
concentrations were based on
religion and/or language. For
example, while the Sikhs out-
numbered the others in
Southall, Bangladeshis formed
the majority group in
Whitechapel and Indians in Il-
ford and Hounslow. There were
also small groups of Arabs,
Chinese, Vietnamese. Kurds,
Iranians, Brazilians and
Colombians.

From cultural, religious and
ethnic points of view, there
were significant differences
among these immigrant groups.
But to the vast majority of the
Hrilishc&]tﬂp!t they were all
“coloured” people or “people of
colour”. [ Does this mean to say
that the others were “people
without colour™?). According to
them the world population was
divided into "whites” (meaning
the British and perhaps some
other Europeans) and “non-

whites?™ or
“cnluur:ds“[meanlng people
most of

E‘mmrﬁgca an

The predominant tendency
in the United Kingdom has been
to look at human differences in
a sinﬁllslic oppositional man-
ner. This binary thinking is an
important part of the social
construction of race and culture
there. It tends look at every
human being as either black or
white, civilized or uncivilized .
It is absolutely fixed. What is
different or purported to be dif-
ferent is utterly "other”. There
is no scope to think that human
beings can have different
shades of ﬁrc}r as their skin
colour. Such an approach im-
plicitly indicates hlerarciy
and carries with it the rationale
for unequal distribution of
power, privilege, wealth and
opportunity. The dominant
values, beliefs and the domi-
nant language of a society are
completely intertwined and re-
flect the ordinary truths and
realities that the people or the
majority of them (not neces-
sarily belonging to the domi-
nant %rnup but also to the
“other”) accept without ques-
tion. How does it hﬂI;Pm? Well,
the answer is quite simple. The
language and the belief system

are activelﬁ generated and
propagated by members of the
dominant group to perpetuate
their hegemony and power
structure. This is how we must

regard the racial theories
prevalent in Britain and more
so 111 the Unied States. This is
racisimi,

Racism is the theory or idea
that " there is a causal link be-
tween inherited physical traits
and certain traits of personal-
ity , intellect or culture and
combined within the notion
that some races are inherently
superior to others”. According
to this theory race is smnethigﬁ
fixed and immutable — that G
has created His chosen people
as "whites” to rule the world
and the others as "non-whites”
to be ruled by God’'s children.

+ White is the reference colour.
That is “pure’. Everything else
is "non-white” or “coloured”,
therefore, contaminated or
impure. If it did not have tragic
consequences over so many
millions of people all over the
world, such a theory would be
considered as t{}tallirl ridiculous
and laughable. (At the height of
racial tensions in the sixties in
the UK, the then Prime Minis-
ter Mr Harold Wilson once jok-
ingly remarked that he did not
know any normal healthy hu-
man being ,whose skin colour
was white. He then added, not
that he had anything against
them, but only the albinos
could claim to be real whites,
because their skin unfortu-
nately was devoid of any pig-
mentation whatsoever. )

Actually, by and large, peo-
ple have always been conscious
of the differences in skin
colour. Poets and lovers have
written poems and sung songs
admiring the skin colour of
their loved ones. But this ideol-
ogy of exploitation based on
Supposedly static and God-
given colour lines ( meaning
white and non-white) is a fairly
modern concept and is closely
linked to the European colo-
nization of America and the
need to identify the Ango-
Saxon colonizers on the one
hand and the colonized and the
slaves on the other. According
to Winthrop Jordan, "From the
initiall common term
CHRIS , at mid- century (
17th ) there was a marked shift
toward the terms ENGLISH and
FREE. After about 1680, taking
the colonies as a whole, a new
term of self-identification ap-
peared — WHITE.”

It is Interesting to note here
that until almost the end of the
nineteenth century, many

members of dominant group in
the United States used to E{:':IS-
sify the Southern Europeans
and the Irish (predominantly
‘Catholic) and the Jews (no mat-
ter whether they came from
Asia, Africa or Europe) as non-
whites. Due to the overwhelm-
ing economic and military su-
periority of the United States in
the world and the efficiency of
the media to create stereotypes,
today "white” has come to be
considered as synonymous
with power, wealth, civilization
and culture. There is an obses-
sion with “whiteness”™. Every-
body wants to be “whiter than
white.” This principle is always
applied while defining the

;éuwer relationship with other
roups. For example. in South

Alrica of the apartheid era.
while the Chinese were consid-
ered as non- whites, the
Japanese (because of their eco-
nomic power), were given the
status of whites. 1 was once
shocked to find that some
Saudis, while comparing them-
selves with the people from the
sub-continent of India consid-
ered themselves as whites
(meaning superior) and Indians
as non-whites( meaning infe-
rior). The Germans . when they
compare themselves with the
immigrant workers f(rom
Turkey, consider themselves as

whites and the Turks as non-
whites.

[n matters of race relations,
Britain, over the last forty
years, has made a great leap
forward. In the fifties and the
sixties, [ used to think that
Britain would go the American
way with racially segregated
ghettoes in the inner-cities,
seething with anger and frus-
tration and a permanent un-
derclass, eternally condemned
to live at the margins of the so-
ciety without ever having the
opportunity to get out of that
situation. Today, there is a
much greater racial tolerance,
understanding and acceptance

among the pEG%IE [ of all
colours), who inhabit these is-
lands.

| was musing quietly over all
this, when the ground staff gave
us the signal to board the plane
and there was a mad rush for
the exit gate. The flight from
London to Dhaka via Frankfurt
was pleasant. The in-flight ser-
vice was excellent. The take-
offs and landings were perfect.
My congratulations to the au-
thorities. While flying over
Bangladesh, | observed that
most of the country was under
flood water. As we approached
Dhaka, the steward announced
over the microphone that we
would land at the Dhaka inter-

national airport a few min-
utgs,nﬂnr: Il‘fg‘-'{l me.



