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Nicol: A star
in the making

KUALA LUMPUR. Sept 13
(AP): She's 15 years old, likes
math at school and shopping
with pals. And as Malaysia's
squash wonder. Nicol avid

a]sn loves to give world-class
players the jitters.

David, No. 1 in the women's
field in Asia, made a splash at
the Commonwealth Games be-
fore succumbing Sunday to
Linda Charman of England, a
top 10 player who dwarfed the
Malaysian teenager in size.

But judging by her poise and
speed, the girl's future seems a
bright one.

Malaysians certainly think
SO.

Hundreds of people packed
the stands to cheer her, whoop-

so much that the referee had
to hush them into silence. Even
Malaysian King Tuanku Ja'a-

* far, looking casual in a blue
sports jacket. took a front row
seat with bodyguards in tow.

. "I'm still young so there's no
pressure on me."” David said af-
ter her 9-6, 9-6. 9-0 loss. "Every
time [ play, all 1 do is kee fﬂ—
cused, play my game and not
worry about my opponents.’

David, who started playing
with her two sisters a decade
ago, beat experienced Melanie
Jans of Canada in a first-round
match and is scheduled to play
doubles Wednesda

She has made Eig strides in
the last six months, reachin
the final of an internationa
tournament in Malaysia before
pulling out with a fever. On the
way, she beat No. 10 Alison
Wray of England.

David trains for two hours
daily and works out with light
weights. Already a veteran of
the junior tournament circuit,
she has played in England,
Scotland, Hong Kong and Aus-
tralia. Her father is an engineer
and her mother is a
schoolteacher.

Her black hair dyed with
streaks of the national color,

ellow, David opened with a
ackhand wvolle winner
against Charman that had the

crowd yelping in delight. But

she grew error-prone as the 26-
ear-old Englishwoman wore
er down.

She’ll also have to grow
more. At times, she was simp t‘y
too small to reach Charman's
low crosscourt drives.

Richard Glanfield, a British
coach on the Malaysian squash
team, said he and David's par-
ents don't want to press her into
a professional career too early.
Registering her in the Com-
monwealth Games was more of
an experiment, he said.

But David, who turned 15 on
ug. 26, looked at ease Sunday
night. Like an old pro, she
signed autographs for fans,
sed for their snapshots and
shed a smile at the king.

Star TV Gu:de

Monday 14th September
(All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not
be responsiblé for any cha-
nge in the programme

BTV

3:00 Opening announcement, Al-
Quran, Programme summary
3:10 Recitation from the Bible
3:15 Patriotic song 3:20 Film:
My Little Fairy Tale 3:30 Sports
Erugramme 4:00 Khabar 4:05
ountry and Science 4:45 Open
University 5:25 Dolon Chan
6:00 Bashori 6:30 Khabar 6: gﬂ
Programme of Chittagong Centre
7:05 Health programme 7:25
Jiban and Jibika 8:00 Khabar
B:25 5ai Kanthasar 8:45 Pack-
ge Drama 10:00 The News
:30 Drama series: Tan Sen
10:50 Bai Patra 11:30
Khabar/The News 11:40 Tues-

day's programme summary
11: 45 C]{;ses down.

BBC

8:00 This Week 8:30 BBC
News Followed by Weather
9:00 World megEBCp Gear
Waterworld 9:30 News
Followed by Weather 10:00
Asia Today 10:15 USA Direct
10:30 BBC News Followed
by Weather 11:00 USA Di-
rect 11:30 BBC News Fol-
lowed by Weather 12:00 Asia -
Today 12:15 USA Direct
12:30 BBC News Followed
by Weather 1:00 World Fo-
cus: Correspondent Gettm§
Away With Murder — Pt
1:30 BBC World News Fol-
lowed by Weather 2:00
W{‘Jrld Living: Earth Report
Argentina 2: 0 BBC World
News Followed by Weather
3:00 Hardtalk 3:30 BBC
World News Followed by
Weather 4:00 World Living:
The Skeleton Coast 4:30 B
World News Followed by

Rafter ready for ‘Scud’

NEW YORK, Sept
13 (AP/ Internet):
History will have
to wait. Australia
will be all the rage
in this US Open
men's final.
Defending champion
Patrick Rafter, playing smart,

T

i ‘t *
PATRICK HAFTER

aggressive tennis., wore down a
hobbled Pete Sampras and
moved into the finals of the US
Open with a 6-7 (8-10), 6-4, 2-6,
6-4, 6-3 victory on Saturday.

It was the first time Sam-
pras, who strained a quadriceps
in his left thigh during the third
set, had lost a US Open semifi-
nal in six tries,

That set up an all-Aus-
tralian final Sunday, with
Rafter facing unseeded Mark
Philippoussis, who defeated
Carlos Moya 6-1, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 in
the other semifinal. It also pro-
tected the record of 12 Slam ti-
tles held by another Australian,
Roy Emerson.

The last time two Aus-
tralians played for the US Open
crown was 1970, when Ken
Rosewall defeated Tony Roche,
who is Rafter's coach.

Rafter, his pony tail dancing
as he ripped shot after shot,
wore the top-ranked Sampras
down and finished him off with
a backhand shot that whistled
past the four-time Open champ.

The Australian had 55 win-
ners and just 22 unforced errors
in the five sets. Sampras fin-
ished with 16 aces but the same
number of double faults.

Sampras. gunning for a
record-ty inﬁ 12th Grand Slam
championship, had revenge on
his mind after losing to Rafter
on a disputed ace at match point
in Cincinnati three weeks ago.
After the match, he was asked

pras finally got a break

the difference between himself
and Rafter and snapped: "Ten
ﬂrand Slams."

¥| looked much closer
than that on Saturday, with
Rafter, encouraged by the win in
their last meeting, keepin l%lhe
pressure on the wnrld S
player. Rafter had said he was
always intimidated by Sampras
before, but that was no where in
evidence at the :
_ Even after Sampras won the
first set on a tiebreaker at 10-8,
Rafter traded him shot for shot.
It wasn't until 1 hour, 43 min-
utes into the match that Sam-
point in
the fourth game of the third set.
He converted but shortly after
that, he came u Hm ing,
favouring his left ;])Eg after a
backhand volley return.

Leading 5-2, he took an in-
jury time out and had left
quadriceps muscle massaged
and his upper left thigh
wrapped. He returned to finish
out the set 6-2 but was favouring
the leg

Sampras said the injury
shocked him.

"l wasn't sure I'd be able to
continue,” he said. "Adrenaline
was the only thing that kept me
going. It was just bad luck. |
couldn’t put a lot of weight on it
and I couldn't push off.

"l don't know if I could have
played tomorrow if I had gotten
through tonight.”

That would not be a problem.
Rafter came right after him,
using service b s at the start
of both the fourth and fifth sets
to take control. Sampras bat-
tled gamely but was hobbling on
severa] nts.
inal turning point came
in T.hE fifth set, when Rafter.
protecting the early break,
came to the net and tumed back
three straight point-blank
shots by Sampras, who finally

Perkins ill
KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 13:
Olympic 1,500-metre swim-
ming champion Kieren Perkins

has troubled by a stomach
bug ahead of his Common-

wealth Games gold medal de-
fence. reports AP.
Australian team doctor

Brian Sando said Perkins
missed training on Friday and
was suffering a viral infection.

Perkins, who set two of his
three still-current world
records at the 1994 Games, car-
ried Australia's flag at the open-
ing ceremony here.

"He had a couple of days

where he wasn't so good,” Sando
said.

all-Aussie final

hit wide to surrender the point.
"l wasn't quite sure what was
with him," Rafter said. "I

thm_llélt he may have been sick.
o me, it was just one of
those hard luck stories for Pete.
If Pete was fit it might be a dif-
ferent story. | did what | had to

do to get through. | vcry happ}r

,,,.',

MARK PHILIPPC}UE‘;S[S

with what I did and to progress.”

Philippoussis came into the
Open just another name on the
draw sheet, equipped with
plenty of wea‘)ons and just as
much unfulfilled potential.

Now he's in the first Grand
Slam final of his life and
knows he poses a real threat to
win the championship.

"l feel great,” the 21-year-old
Australian said after defeating
Moya. "l feel no one can beat
me. | feel unbeatable.”

That's what happens when a
player who already owns one of
the most dominating serves in
tennis, shows he can play a big-
time net game, as well.

It seemed appro tEarmtu? that -

Philippoussis wound up at the
net after converting match
%rf:int there against Mova,
at's because as much of an
hcdge as his 130 mph serves gave
im,
Philippoussis made many of
his big points with a serve and

mllc¥ ame.

"H'1 can serve like | am and
volley like 1 am. it'll be tough to
break me.” he said. “If | apply
the pressure, | can win.'

Certainly. Mova agreed.

"His serve was unbelievable ™
the French Open champion
said.. "His lowest sérve was like
100 miles, even the second
serve. When he's playing that
way. it's really tough to beat
:Eim' His serve was too pood to-

ay.

SPOrt —

Noah makes
a [

up his mind

PARIS, Sept 13 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Yannick Noah is to step
down as France's Davis Cup ancl
Fed Cup tennis captain to s
maore tlme with his childr
and Ii\rg in i‘ﬂ:w York. he tnld
sports daily 'Equipe.

"My decision is made,” said
Noah who will lead the Davis
Cup squad for the last time in a
world group qualifying round
match against Israel later this
month.

"I have not had a chance to
discuss it with the boys yet, |
will do it in Tel Aviv and I don't
know what their reaction will
be.” he said.

"But (Fed Cup players) Julie
Halard and Sancrinc Testud
asked me to reconsider my de-
cision and | did not accept.”

The former French Open
winner led France twice to
Davis Cup victory, in 1991 and
1996. He took the French wom-
en's team to their first Fed Cup
win last year. .

Noah sald Guy Forget might
take over from him but Forget,
who won the Davis Cup as a
player in 1991, said it was too
early to make a decision.

e 3B-year-old Noah has
been married twice and has four
children, aged between 13 years
and 11 months.

United still up
for grabs?

LONDON, Sept 13 (Reuters/
Internet): Manchester United
chairman Martin Edwards said
on Sunday the club might still
listen to bids from rivals to
BSkyB who wanted to buy the
club

aking on BBC radio Ed-
war s said; "You are honour
bound to listen to a bid. You are
advised by your merchant
bankers and they will tell you
whether to discuss a deal or
not.”

Edwards said if the S1 bil-
lion BSkyB takeover went
ahead he wanted to remain as
chairman.

'l certainly hope to stay as
chairman. | wanl to and have
been asked to and it is my in-
tention to do so.” he said.

Critics have slammed the
{.]E’i] arguing that BSkyB boss

pert Murdoch is more inter-
PSI'I;‘d in the club’s profit poten-
tial than its footballing
pProwess.

Britain's office of fair trad-
ing will also have to look at the
takeover to check there is no
unfair competition in view of
the fact that BSkyB would be-
come owner of Britain’s top club
as well as having rights to
transmit premier league
matches.

British newspaper the Sun-
day Telegraph had earlier re-

ried the company was prepar-
ing a rival bid.

NEW YORK, Sept
13: The new Lind-
say Davenport, it
and determined.
capped a sensa-
tional summer by
overpowering top-
seeded n*:htf‘\ﬂ:ru:liII;[MJr Chﬂn%piﬂl::'l
Martina Hin 5[5 in stralght sets
to win the US Open women's
singles champinnuhlp_ and
claim her first Grand Slam title
on Saturday, reports Reuters.
The second-seeded Daven-
port pushed Hingis all around

Qf

o 'ﬂ .»:

WELL DDNE LINDSAY:

7-5.

Arthur Ashe Stadium Court
with her forceful serve and
deep, powerful _;{ruundstrukes to
clalm a 6-3. 7-5 victory in a
one-sided, one hour, 21-minute
match.

"This has been the one I
wanted the most and it means a
lot.” the 22-year-old American
said at the awards ceremony.

Davenport. who sailed
through the championship
without losing a set. dedicated

the triumph to her mother,
Ann, who celebrated her birth-
day beaming down on her
daughter from the stands at the
National Tennis Centre.

"l guess she thinks she's get-  thing
ting a really nice gift now” faster.”
rt. clutching the

joked Daven
winner's check for 700,

lars.

H!.nig
Australian

American Lindsay Davenport
holds aloft the US Open trophy after her memorable win
over world No 1 Martina Hingis in the final at Flashing
Meadows, New York on September 12. Davenport won 6-3,
—AP/UNB photo

lected 400.000 dollars.
"Lindsay just had an awe-

some tournament,” said the 17-
year-old Hingis, the world
number one. "Congratulations  lot
to her.”

Davenport reaped the béne- in

who repeated as
Open champion this
yvear but has now gone four
months without a title since
winning the Italian Open, col-

Lindsay's maiden Slam

dol- ort

“I'm in the we
or four times a week,” said the
6-foot-2 1/2 (1.89m) Davenport,

“I'm always runmn% nprlnls
too, and playin 0
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ight room three

t every

is designed to make JT‘E

The once-lumbering Daven-

was dazzling against

ingis as she ran her summer

ning

last

said

her.

fits of a dramatic make-over in to

which she has lost 30
(13.6 kg) and dedicated herself
to a conditioning programme to
improve her movement and
stamina on the court.

pounds

hardcourt record to a s
lar 21-1 including a sweep of the
three California hardcourt
lournaments.

Davenport
winners to just 22 for the usu-
ally sure-shooting Hingis, pin-

in% in her
in her eight years of try*ng

"In my eyes,
champion and really win a ti-
tle, it was amazing."

Hingis said
hard-fought
Monica
Novotna might have affected
"It did take something out
.of me.” said Hingis.

"But to see the ball flying
from Lindsay, so deep and with
such good length,

pectacu-

uncorked 35

the Swiss teen several

places hchlnd the baseline and
sendin
to side
gle to pound home a winner.

"One of the reasons ['ve got-
ten better is I'm moving
said Davenport,
born woman to win the O
since Chris Evert in 1982 A]I
the hard work has paid off. I'm
getting to more balls."

The American broke the top
seed three times in the lopsided
first set, and looked In control
of the second set after hr:akjn'g
to lead 4-2 but the towering Caj
ifornian wobbled a bit,
missing an eas
ley that would
second game point in the sev-
enth game.

Hingis recovered to break
back and then again broke Dav-
enport, who ap
ln% in the nint

ut Davenport revived and,
taking advantage of Hingis'
weak second serve, broke the
top seed at love. the last point
coming on a double fault by
Hingis to level the set 5-5.

Davenport held her serve
and then
against Hingis, she could not
have scripte
point as she raced to the net
to reach an ill conceived Hingis
drop shot and whip
cross-court backhand.

"It was my first match point
and getting to a drop shot and
hitting a winner. It was perfect,”

her scurrying from side
fore opening up an an-

better,”
the first US

wlh-m
backhand vol-
ave given her a

ared to be fad-
game to lead 5-

osted one last break

a more satisfying

a winnlng

avenport, who was play-

rst Grand Slam

to act like a

er last two
victories over
Seles and Jana

there's not a

you can do with that.”
Davenport took s
roving she has what it takes
a champion.

"People didn't give me a shot
a few years ago to win a Grand
Slam,”
great to prove them wrong. And
I don't think I'm through.

pecial pride

sald Davenport. “It's

Comedy

The Stupids on Star Movies, Tonight at 10
A well-meaning but completely idiotic

tamily of four inadvertently get caught in a
web of espionage, intrigue and illegal
weapons smuggling. Starring Tom Arnold,

Jessica Lundy, Bug Hall and Alex
McKenna.

News Series
Only Fools And Horses on Star World, Today at 10

Grandad, Del and Rodney
South East London. When their mother died, Del
and he has been true to his word, even if Rodney 1s no longer little. Del dreams of the
high life. He really believes that one day he will make a million, but in the meantime,
he runs Trotters Independent Traders, a dodgy market stall dealmg in goods that
have fallen off the back of a lorry. No salesman, Rodney's job is to keep an eye out for
the law. But "plonker” Rodney's eye is too easily distracted by any tasty female that

comes his way.

If Del has trouble selling his wares, he has a ready market at the local pub, where
the landlord and regulars — gormless Trigger, Boycie and co — are not too particular
in investigating the origins of any bargains that come their way.
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Snowy River: The McGregor Saga on Star

World, Today at 1:30

Set against the awe-inspiring landscape of the |
Australian Southern Alps during one of the most
exciting and turbulent periods of Australia’s his-
tory, Snowy River: The McGregor Saga 1s a one
hour drama based on the legendary ballad, "The
Man from Snowy River’, by AB Banjo Peterson.
The series realistically depicts the rugged
lifestyle filled with adventure and challenge ot
the high-country cattleman.
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(Former-EL TV) ern: Sizzlers 9:30 Aalaa

agran 7:30 Zee News:

10:00 All Time Hits 10:3
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Naye Nagmeen 11:00 Posi- Old Tavern: Sizzlers 1:00 Ba- Movie

;Efena[} '? 30 Bangla Sambad
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Priyatama 8:30 Serial: Surja
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SONY TV

7:30 Jeevan
Aatma §:30 Ean
Cartoons: Real
9:30 Cine Chps 10:00 Wha's
The Boss 10:30 Different
Stroke 11:00 The Nanny 11:30

Mulya 8:00
reeld Re 9:00
ost Busters

YEh Sﬂ.dl Jh"'nﬂhl i-]l;"lr’ Sﬂkti
12:00 Rang Berang 12:30
Ba a) Ki Lehren 1:00 Aahat

0 Cine Clips 2:00 Boogi
Wun rid '-l[] Sertal: Shrikant
umlog (Serial) 3:30
(“hamatkar }-il[}[] Cine Mat-
inee-Hindi Feature Film 7:00
Cartoons: Real Ghost Busters
‘(;Hmdt Dubb) 7:30 Different
troke (Hindi Dubb) 8:00
Cine C]lpq (Trailer Show)
8:30 Adaab Arz Hai- An-
chore-Pankaj; Udas 9:00 Po
Pourt 9:30 Chamatkar 10:0
Thoda Hai Thoda grarurat
Hai 10:30 Movers Sha-
khers 11:00 Ek Mahal Ho
Sapno Ka 11:30 Cine Chg
12:00 Tootan Mail 12:30
Thriller Story 01:00 Harmony
With Gust: Kumar Sanu
02:00 Movers & Shakhers
02:30 Huml?_%; 03:00 Cine

Nite Show-Hindi Feature
Film
LEE TV

6:00 Yadoon Ki IMal (B/W

Hun gs) 6:30 Zee News Zee
Bu-mu ss 7:00 Bhakti Songs
7:30 lagran 8:00 Mrs Mac
huri Dixat 8:30 Parampara
9:00 Disney Hour 10:00 Ek
Nazar 10:30 TVS Saregama
11:30 Jaan #6 12:00 Just ..
No Problem 12:30 Khana
Khazana 1:00 Naye Nazrane
1:30 Daily Senal: Shanti 2:00
Hum Paanch {Re-run) 2:30
Campus (Re-run) 3:00 Aa-
haa 3:30 Shatranj 4:00 Amar
Prem 4:30 Geet Gata Chal
5:00 Naya Dour 5:30 Zaike Ki
Satar 6:00 Aur Ek Minute
6:30 Ek Nazar 7:00 Disney
Hour Cartoons 8:00 Andaz
#Ep-207 8:35 TVS 5a Ra Ga
ha 9:15 Cinthol: Thalak 9:30
Haad Kar Dl # fi' 10:00
Tere Mere Sapne 03{} Mo-
handas HA I.I.LB 11:30 The
News 11:50 Zee Busi-
ness/Cinthol: 1}h.]lmluc. 12:00
MNirma-Hum [Maanch 12:30
Teacher 1:00 Neeyat #Ep 2
1:30 Vishwas #Ep-2 2:00
ZEE Arabia: Zanjeeren 2:30
Andaz #Ep EI}HM}RPU 3:00
Feature Film (B/

STAR WORLD

(Northern)

6.30 Aerobics Oz Style 7:00
Fashion TV 7:30 Small Won-
der 8:00 Code-3 8:30 The
Wonder Years 9:00 Nathalie
Dupree Cooking Show 9:30
Fawlty Towers 10:00 Only
Fools & Horses 11:00 The
Oprah Winfrey Show 12:00
Series: Santa Barbara 1:00
The Bold And The Beautiful
1:30 Snowy River: The Mc-
Gregor Saga 2:00 Fawlty To-
wers 2:30 Nathalie Dupree
Cooking Show 3:00 Spider-
man 3:30 Small Wonder 4:00
Code-3 4:30 Jack Hannas
Animal Adventures 5:00 The
Simpsons 5:30 The Wonder
Years 6:00 Series: Due South
7:00 Series: Peak Practice
8:00 Series: Lovejoy 9:00 Se-
ries: Santa Barbara 10:00 The
Bold And The Beautiful 10:30
The Simpsons 11:00 Series:
Due South 12:00 Series: Peak

Practice 1:00 Series: Lovejoy
2:00 Seaforth 3:00 Bergerac
4:00 Aerobics Oz Style 4:30
Terry Toons

ESPN

9:30 Racehorse Digest 10:00
anket The Sahara Cu
Day2 Pakistan vs: India 5:
5mrt~1¢.entEr lnternatmnﬂ] _
dition 5:30 UEFA Champi-
ons League Preview H/Ls

6:30 Cricket : The Sahara
Cup-Day2 Hig Fhlaﬁhts Pak-
n.tan VS Indla 7:30 Sports-
center: International Edition
8:00 English Premier Football
League Teams TBA vs Tea-
ms [BA 10:00 PGA Tour
Golf Bell Canadian Open

12:00 Brazilian National Foo-
tball 2:00 Bodyshaping 2:30
Aerobics | Co-Ed Trainin 3:00
Cory Everson’'s Gotta Sweat
3:30 NFL Sportscenter

ZEE CINEMA

?15 %1915 MUSIC NE
idroohi (*Shatru

hrm ‘-«1:111.] Poonam) .12:

MOVIE ARE 12:30 Shabnam

3:15 BAKEMAN'S TOP OF
THE TOPA 3:45 MAD-
HYANTAR 4:00 Apne Apne
"Rekha, Hema Malini) 6:45
IP [TS MY CHOIC 7:15
UJALA FEILMI BAATEIN

7:45 Shuhaag (*Amitabh
Shashi K.}:mer Rekha) 10: :30
Anari arishma I{agmr}
1:15 UJALA FILMI BAA-
TEIN 1:45 Mere Humdum
hMerE Dost 4:30 Do Aank-
een

CARTOON NETWORK

5:30 World Famous Toons
6:30 The Real Adventures of
Emnn 7:00 Tom & Jerry

ids 3}30 Po-it- of Pane]ngo
9:00 Josie & Pusq¥Late D9:
Drink the Little 10:00 Flint-
stone Kids 10:30 Riche Rich
1100 Top Cat 11:30 Cap-
tmn lanet 12:00 Scoob a_'

0 The Cartoon ran
1 3[} Fantastic Max 2:00 Cro-
cadoo 2:30 The New Scooby
Deo Movies 3;30 Sky Com-
manders 4:00 Centurions
4:30 Swats Kats 5:00 Ninja
Rﬂbﬂtb 5:30 Flintstones 6:00
Tn ;Ena{ Kids 6:30 Cro-
00 The Mask 7:30

Dexters Laboratory 7:45
What's a Cartoon Show 8:00
The Addams Family 8:30
Scooby Doo Where Are You
9:00 The Peceye Show

AIN

7:00 Sur Chhabi 8:00 Sapta-
hati Kemon Jabe 8:30 A eya
-5 9:00 Haraye Khunji
B‘gﬂ Bangla Flh'n Bader Ma-
a 12:30 Just for Ladies 1:00
ndian Programme 7:00
Anurodher Asar 8:00 Saat
Satero Ep-13 8:30 Prio Shilpir
Prio Gaan (Nashid Kamal)
9:00 Tanaporan Ep-6 9:30
Bangla Film: Inzrhat 12:30
Samuddar Ep-6 1:00 Closed
Down.



