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Dhaka Needs Special
Handling

Dhaka's underground sewage, overground
garbage and flood water have all got mixed up far
too much to allow the rate of countrywide reces-
sion of water to hold good in the metropolis. In fact
it has been already made known to us by experts
that flood water will not leave Dhaka until the end
of September. And, when it finally does so, the city
with its high concentration of roads, buildings,
manufacturing houses, service structures, utility
networks will be rendered despoiled, scrawny,
rusty, breached and diminished. This conjures up a
restorative challenge of Herculean proportions.

If the outbreak of water-borne diseases has been
in hundreds till now it could be in thousands when
the waters recede leaving bacteria-infested sludges
all over the city and its peripheries. Not to speak of
the brittle and sticky litters in the flood waters, all
the polybags that are submerged now and many
more that are going to be irresponsibly strewn
around will choke the drains, manholes and storm
sewers. Citizens need to be specially sensitised

about their reckless use of the polythene.
On other vital levels, contamination in the wa-

ter supplies will have to be got rid of, the dysfunc-
tional sewerage channels need to be revived, gas
leaks plugged and the snapped electrical wires
joined up. A good deal of reconstruction work, in-
c:h;:i:lling specially road-repair, seems to be on the
cards.

The flood-related problems of the metropolis are
to be treated on a different footing than those of the
rest of the country because of the complicated ur-
ban impact of the flooding. After all, in Dhaka we
have the highest concentration of both physical
assets and people in the country.

We suggest that a special coordination comimit-
tee consisting of Dhaka's mayor, secretary, local
government ministry, chief of public health engi-
neering, heads of DESA, WASA, PDB, gas author-
ity, Rajuk and roads and highways deptt. and suit-
able media representatives be immediately
formed, mandated and put to work to assess
Dhaka's needs and salvage her from the effects of
the longest-staying flood.

What an Autumn!

Dhaka, and hopefully the rest of the country
smiled a dazzling autumn yesterday morning.
Heart of all 120 millions leapt up beholding the ra-
diant daybreak for nothing even near this hap-
pened perhaps in the whole last century. The first
true autumn day descended on water rather than
on dew-drenched grass and foliage and on Bhadra
30, a full month after its calendar arrival. The
light, but a shade of unreality by so much water,
however. lifted in one Kindly soft pull the pall of
gloom that had settled on the national psyche. But
what if this was only nature's ruse, as it has been
decidedly thrice in the water-buried 70 days? But
+ the mind knew it right, the waters are receding at
last. It was in the light, it was in the air. It is in the
falling centimentres all around. Autumn is over-

taking the rains, land will surface as it did alter 40
days of Noah's deluge.

But what an autumn it is going to be! Tagore in
one of his immortal pictorial poems celebrated the
Mother Bengal of autumn where the fields were
bursting with young paddy saplings etc. Well the
aus has largely been lost to the all devouring water-
rush and the aman couldn't be sown on water cou-
nle of fathoms deep. We are going to have the first
autumn in a century that will feature no haystack,
no swaying paddy sapling and no rice or paddy in
the family gola.

The water this time will recede but only to bare
eaten out roads and houses no more standing and
men and women even barer in their lack of cash
and clothes, foods and provisions. The earners
have all been jobless for two months. The water
gone, the tubewells will surface but most of them
uselessly. Where will drinking water come from?
The houses must be built, the bellies must be filled
and diseases must be warded off. Why? To live. Yes,
but also to let others live and for a posterity to fol-
low in full health. The land must again be furrowed
and seeds must be cast.

Haven't we seen how people defled the maraud-
ing waters and defended the DND? Our people are
quite a weathern-beaten lot and will not give in
easily to even a challenge of such magnitude. The
problem is with the insidious performance of cer-
tain human looking animals, that will, without a
doubt, go to heap mountains of money out of such
pervasive calamity. Famines — all of them — are
after all man-made.

Please watch out.

Augurs Well

The perception that both India and Pakistan,
the newly christened nuclear countries may sign
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), some-
thing they had been so stubbornly and vociferously
rejecting all along, is getting stronger every day.
There have been reports of intense discussion
within the ranks of both Indian and Pakistani
governments over the issue. There is no denying
that in their frenzied search for a sense of security
India and Pakistan have enormously vitiated the
security atmosphere of the whole region. It is im-

rative that both these countries place their role
or promoting peace and prosperity in the region
ahead of their highly overplayed security con-
cerns. There is no way South Asia can hitch its
waigun to the new millennium unless these two
military powers learn the art of peaceful coexis-
tence based on minimum trust and tolerance.

It is true signing CTBT will not usher any mira-
cle in the acrimonious bilateral relationship of the
two countries. But this will at least stop them from
adding to the tension that already exists. One does
not expect these two countries to bury hatchets and
turn the region into a zone of tranquillity
overnight. But what the peaceloving people would
definitely want India and Pakistan to be stead-
fastly committed to {s a conscious and sincere at-
tempt at reducing their mutual mistrust and hos-
tility. For that the morbid security concern which
is whipped up in the two countries from time to
time has to be lessened significantly. We hope the
leaderships in the two countries are about to tread
on that ground.

. [estimates based on best

Flood 1998 : Some Long-term Consider

ROM the point of view of

scale fury and duration, the

extent of human sufferings,
and the economic and
infrastructural devastations,
this year's flood has been
descri h;,r some experts as
this century's worst occurrence.
The fury of it is still on the rise,
and no one can see clearly when
it will end and how long it will
take for the victims to be
restored to their normal pre-
flood positions and the
economy to its regular rhythm

of %cuvltics.
ome

guesstimates
guesses
of the needs for immediate re-
lief and the post-flood recon-
struction works are being pro-
duced both by the government,
NGOs and the international

encies which come to billions
of dollars. As the field situa-
tions get clearer these estimates
are being revised to arrive at a
better assessment. There is.
however, no doubt that these
assessments will finally come
to a colossal amount. There is
no need to use hyperbole, but
from the very fact that 47 out of
64 districts of the country hav-
ing been under water for two
months in the peak season of
Aus harvest and Aman trans-
plantation, thousands of indus-
trial units having been closed
down and the major transport
facilities disrupted, it is an eco-
nomic disaster, if not a catas-
trophe.

Since crisis time is the most
a[:lprnpriate time for everyone,
whether an individual or a gov-
ernment or a business organi-
zation, to be realistic by having
a hard look at its future sur-
vival prospects and design an
appropriateg strategy, the pol-
icy makers as well as all con-
cerned individuals, whether in
or out of power, should seri-
ously, think about developing
stich a strategy.

Flood Cycle
Why such devastating floods

¢ -i."kia year (1998-99) the government has allocated Tk 467.9 crore for Disaster and Relief in the Revenue
Budget which undoubtedly does not seem to be enough to meet such a scale of emergency operations.

have been occurring and how
these can be mitigated or man-
aged are questions that flood
and water, management experts
will tell us. But as an
economist, in my previous arti-
cle, published a lortnight ago on
this page, | argued that from the
number of, and intervals be-
tween, the occurrences of such
major floods over the last 50
years or so, one can see that
there is an indication of a long-
term cycle of such floods at 10
to 15 years' intervals with the
scale of devastations getting
bigger and worse time.

owever, what is most wor-

some is the question that if
the time-intervals betw=en such
floods decreases, as the history
of recurrences indicates, then
every analyst of any long-run
hennmenon will be tronbled
the question: where does this
decreasing trend eventual lead
to? Or more technically, where
are its limiting positions? Is it
going to recur every 3-4 years or
is it eventually %nlng to coin-
cide with the small scale annual
floods? 1 cannot answer this
question, the flood experts
should. | only pray that the in-
tervals between such major
floods do not get narrower any
more since its consequcnces
are alarming to the entire fu-
ture survival of the country
which every thinking person
can imagine.

Long-term Preparedness

However, supposing it recurs
every |0 years of later, which
will be the brighter side of the
cyclical pattern, then some im-
portant economic and financial
issues should be addressed. How
should Bangladesh prepare it-
self to face such situations?
Most observers have com-
mented that this year the gov-

.ernment was found to be late in

responding to the severity of the
situation. Be that as it may,
what is important is that it has
been found to be transferrin
funds from the budgeted AD
(Annual Development Plan) al-
locations to the provision of
immediate relief {or the flood
victims.

This implics two things: on
the onec hand. the government
apparently did not allocate suf-
ficient funds for such unex-
pected emergencies, and on tie
other, it decided to ruit down the

not going tc be materialised.
ven if foreign donations
are much larger than this
transferred amour:t zo that the
ADP projects can b2 resumed as
soon as possible, because of the
lost time and other nrganisa-
tional and infrastructural dis-
ruptions it will be difficult to
resume the development activi-
ties back to their normal level
very soon. Growth will defi-
nitely be less this fiscal year
than what was presumed before.
By and large, this way of han-
dling such a major natural dis-

{INSIGHTE

by
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budgeted allocates of annué
development exncnditures, It
weculd be useful to deal with
thesc two points seriatim. This
ear (1598-99) the gevernment
as allocatcd Tk 467.9 crore for
Disaster and Relief in the Rev-
enue Budget which undoubtedly
does not seem to be enough to
meet such a scale of emergency
operations. To meet the latter,
it has appealed to the donors
and the outside world for help
for about $850 million. This
oint is further discussed be-
oW,

As for the second point,
about Tk 3.2 billion is reported
to have been shifted from pre-
viously budgeted ADP to relief
measures. It goes without say-
ing that after such reallocation
of resources. the government’s
predicted growth rate of the

economy (close to 6 per cent) is

aster shows a haphazard
method of crisis management
as well as loss of national sell

respect.
What Should Be Done?

[ would strongly recorminefid
a disaster management plan for
the country with the ﬂgjectivﬁ-
of facin zsasters like devas-
tating floods, cyclones, tidal
waves etc. This can be done by
mobilising its dnmestic re-
sources with the implication
that the country should not
stretch out its begging bowl to
the world outside. -
Further. it should train its
own people to jointly face the
disasters along with the coun-
try’'s governmental ancd other
human resources.
Is it achievable?
My answer i5

yes '

definitcly

A rotating DISASTER FUND
of about $ I billion should be
created and maintained in for-
elgn currency reserves so that
such emergency spending can be
met without either pruning
ADP projects or without begging
from the outside world. No one
has to explain why begging for
outside assistance amounts to
demeaning national self-re-
spect. Beggars cannot have any
respect anﬁwhﬁrm However, to
create such a fund a few mea-
sures should be adopted.

First, cut down all the use-
less grants and subsidies to pub-
lic, semi-public and private in-
stitutions which do not produce
anything. There are many in-
stitutions where "ghost" teach-
ers, employees and workers are
drawing regular salaries and al-
lowances. It can be pointed out
that a strict monitoring and
implementation of the existing
regulations will save a mini-
mum of USS500 million every
year,

Second, introduce a small
Disaster Management Tax like
the previous Jamuna Bridge
Levy on all transactions whic
will bring in at least a few hun-
dred crores a year. If it is prop-
erly designed and explained to
the people, no one will object to
it,

Third, ask for individual
donations to the rich class of
Eeaple who are enjoying the

enefits of government expen-
ditures without paying much
income taxes. For example, all
the roads, railways and water-
ways are heavily used and in
the process damaged by the in-
dustrialists, traders and real es-
tate developers but do not pay
anything towards their up-
kKeep. They hardly c{nay any in-
come tax and should be required
to pay some substantial
contributions to this fund be-

ations

cause during such disasters,
their industries and trade; are
as much or more devastated
than the poultry and cattle or
huts of the poor people.

Finally, the government
should have a plan to train and
mobilise ordinary people in
general to work together to-
wards facing the disasters
when they occur. The example
of China during such periods of
unforeseen disasters is a case
in point. Even in Bangladesh
this year, one has seen how the
ordinary people are assisting
the armed forces in preventing
a collapse of the DND embank-
ment. These are the sources of
national strength that the
cnuntrfr has but not harnessed
properly.

Conclusions

Bangladesh has to shun its
aftitude of face the 'disaster’ as
and when it comes. It has to de-
velop a properly designed
longtern Disaster Management
Plan with its own resources by
creating a rotating Disaster
Fund of at least $ 1 billion to
meet the needs of immediate re-
lief and consequent rehabilita-
tions,

This can be done first by cut-
ling its wasteful expenditures in

its Revenue Budget and then by
imposing a Disaster Manage-

ment Tax like the previous Ja-
muna Bridge Levy on all trans-
actions.

It should also take voluntary
and semi-voluntary donations
from the rich class of people of
the society who are enjoying the
benefits of the government ex-
penditures on all infrastruc-
tures but do not pay sufficient
income taxes. Finally, it should
build a trained but voluntary
workforce in all parts of the
country to face the disasters
along with the armed and naval
forces who are deployed at such
times. The country should
abandon btﬁgln from outside
for relief and rehabilitation,

' Flood at Home : How Compatriots Feel Abroad

EN Mr Mukith Chowd-
hury in Frankfurt
expresses deep alarm

over the severity of tloods in
Bangladesh. he only echoes the
sentiments of the large number
of Bangladesh nationals in
Europe or elsewhere in the
world. "Our hearts bleed” say
the compatriots in Germany.
France or some other countries
of the Europe. When the owner
of the "Darjeeling” restaurant
in Brussels waits to know more
and more about the
catastrophic flood at far away
home. he certainly first wants
to know details of the devasta-
tion in his home district
Comilla but as he fans out in
the different areas of the head-
uarters of the European Union

~ along with other Bangladeshis

to ralse funds, the concern for
the flood victims of his entire
country appears writ large on
his face. Bangladesh nationals
living abroad are evidently
more anxious about the flood
conditions since they are away
from home and desperately feel
that they must do something for
aid the fellow deluge-hit coun-
trymen.

As [ to!d them about the sit-
uation in the wake of the devas-
tating floods at home when I
left the country on September 5,
there seemed endless questions
from them about various as-
pects of the flood-related sce-
nario. Why the flood waters are
holding on and not receding for
such a long time and has the

The sentiments of the Bangladeshis abroad are not much different from many living in the country. Like
their fellow countrymen at home, they too have not spared any effort to stand by the country at
this hour of distress in all possible ways.

severity ol the disasler sur-
passed the extent of devasta-
tion's of 19887 How many peo-

le have been affected by the

oods? How the government is
tackling the situation? Are the
relief operations adequate?
How the political parties are
behaving at this critical stage of
natural calamity? Could they
overcome their known rivalries
and bitterness in the aftermath
of floods for the sake of services
to the flood-stricken people?
How is the relationship between
two main political figures — the
head of the government and the
leader of the opposition — at
this hour? There are many
more such questions from them
and obviously these are only
usual from the compatriots
abroad on the flood related con-
sequernces at home.

Frankly, while it is easy to
give them some information,
answering all their questions is
somewhat a difficult task.

How can one correctly reply
to questions whether the divi-
sion between the government
and the opposition has been
blurred at least on some essen-
tial areas as regards to provid-
ing relief to the affected and
drawing up concertled plans to

mitigate the sufferings of the '

countless people looking for

food, shelter and other basic
necessities under dire condi-
tions! And can you really easily
answer to their restless queries
whether the kind of national
integration required at such an
hour of national calamity has
been evolved in Bangladesh? If
the answer is "no”. then who is
to blame for this — the govern-
ment or the opposition? Or, is
there a lack of the kind of peo-
ple’s response thatis badly

healing touch to thEc}Jeuple who
are badly in the need of sympa-
thy and assistance. But an im-
pression exists among the
Bangladesh nationals abroad
that it is necessary to develop
more serious and sincere efforts
for relief operations. They feel a
mechanism — albeit temporar-
ily — has to be evolved at lest for
tha sake of nearly three crore
affected people by close interac-
tions among the divergent po-
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needed to meet the kind of the
magnitude of flood damaged
which are considered worst in
many years?

Undoubtedly, different quar-
ters at home have thrown their
entire weight behind the relief
activities, Students are collect-
ing relief materials; political,
social and cultural activists
have fanned out to the far-flun
flood-hit areas; makeshift
camps in the heart of the capi-
tal Dhaka are venturing to pre-
laarc dry foods and political
eaders are trying to provide a
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litical forces for united and
more systematic relief opera-
tions.

When | was waiting at the
Heathrow for a few hours for a
flight to Frankfurt, a middle-
aged man volunteered to know
if [ were from Bangladesh. As
an affirmative answer went out
from my side, he asked if the
major rivers in the country
were still recording rise in the
water levels? ochammad
Salam hails from Sylhet area
and has been working in the
Airport cleaning job for last

twenty years. His concerns were
evidently surrounding his rela-
tives and property at home and
the overall conditions of the
country now in the grip of the
floods. He would have been
happier if he could learn good
news on the flood situation —
but paradoxically it was not to
be. He was clearly bewildered on
the unbelievably long stay of
the flood waters without show-
ing signs of abating — except the
water in the "Buriganga" near
the capital recording a fall in
the level for the first time in 54

days! He wondered whether the

people had been duly alerted

aboiil the type of the current

floods by the concerned author-
ities.

The sentiments of the
Bangladeshis abroad are onl
on line ted from them an
these are not much different
from many living in the coun-
try. Like their fellow country-
men at home, they too have not
spared any effort to stand by the
country at this hour of distress
in all possible ways.

It is not out of context to
mention a few lines about how
the responsible persons and
guarters look at the current

evastating effects of the floods
in Bangladesh. "We are deeply
concerned — we are keeping a

_close watch on the situation”

sald Ms. Ruth Albuquerque,
head of the unit of the Director
General of the "External Rela-
tions” dealing with the coun-
tries including Bangladesh at
the European headquarters in
Brussels.

As the international com-
munity is rather horrified to
know that flood waters have
engulfed parts of the posh area
in the £plumat1c enclave of
Gulshan and Baridhara in
Dhaka, the Bangladesh na-
tionals abroad — particularly
in Europe — appear moving
from post to pillar to know the
latest damages being wrought
by the catastrophe. It is neces-
sary to keep them posted in a
better way about the country —
especially during extra-ordi-
nary circumstances like the
present calamity. It is also nec-
essary to evolve a mechanism
to ensure their greater in-
volvement from abroad in ef-
forts to lessen the hardships of
their countrymen when they
are keen to do it. They are pre-
ciously close to country's heart
even though they are away for
the sake of livelihood, "We are
here but our minds are with our

Eec:- le in the country”, says Mr
azlur Rashid, the restaurant
owTier.

Countrymen abroad share
llgl_j:rs and woes of the nation.

ey are asset for us — we must
remember them and admire
their efforts.

"PM Should

Declare..."

Sir. Once again Mahfuz
Anam through his comment
on a national crisis let his
readers down. Once again the
uncontrollable personal emo-
tion like the current flood-wa-
ter, inundated the logic of his
commentary.

With the first drop of rain
water during this time of the
year (monsoon) should we come
out with our ‘thalas and
scream for begging to the world
to be smart and perpetuate our
beggar-fame? Is there any dig-
nity in such smartness? Or
should we try to help ourselves
first and let other's to come
forward if and when required?
Shame on you for letting us
down. :

Moinul
Dhaka

ok ok k%

Sir, First of all, | express my
heartfelt appreciation for your
commentary in the 10 Septem-
ber 1998 edition of the DS
which. as usual is very much
vibrant in voicing the opinion
of the general people too.

We are also wondering, wh
the Prime Minister is still hesi-
tant in declaring a 'state of
emergency’. One can obviously
question whether she is truly
informed by the officials of the
Flood Forecasting and Warning
Centre (FFWC) about the situa-
tion as it Is or whether she is
told as she would like it to be.
The scope of her activities at
such a time of crisis, as 1s evi-
dent from the media is limited
to making of hand bread, dis-
tributing relief materials and
embracing few flood victims.
What does she actually want to
prove? Only, that she is a very
down-to-earth p:rnunalitr?
Okay, we deeply admire her for
that. But what about exhibiting
some attributes of statesman-
ship which could least be ex-

pected from her being the head
of the state apart from being a

" devoted political leader.

. The most significant differ-
ence between us and our neigh-
bouring country is that we lack
the very essence required for
the making of a good citizen .....

‘patriotism’. In our country, the
political leaders commit the sin
of practising 'politics without
principle’. Otherwise, how can
the members of one party
switch on to another ancrthat
too at such [requent intervals?
When a political party is born,
the members should vow to owe
their allegiance to their respec-
tive parties till the last day of
their lives. The one and only
goal of the leaders should be:
securing the interest of the
country’. But nay, we have other
missions to fulfil, other goals to
reach and that also through the
path which only leads to the
destiny of self interest. Have we
ever bothered craving for im-
mortality through our deeds?
No. we have only one life to live!
So. why waste a single oppor-

tunity that we are blessed with?
It is md our apprehen-

sion as to how the ruling party
is acting naive by trying to
tackle this devastating situa-
tion which is still increasing
with a considerable magnitude,
while the opposition parties are
more active in criticising the
an:rnmcnl. calling hartals
even at a time like this!) and
addressing public meetings.
What a fine example of unity we
have! The fanatic section went
to the extent of terming this
natural calamity as "Allah's
Gazab”, as if, Bangladesh s ex-
Henmcing such disaster for the
rst time.

The reasons for calli;F a
state of emergency, as cited by
you may be reckoned conceiv-
able by anyone of minimum
calibre. Natural calamities are
beyond human control and the
sense of egotism should not be
raked at all by admitting that
the government is unable to
meet the challenge alone.
Moreover, the current deluge is
the unprecedented one in more
than 100-year history of this
region in terms of magnitude,
devastation, carnage and per-
sistence.

The Prime Minister made
the grave mistake in the -
ning by boasting that we shall
not seek foreign assistance for
facing the crisis. This attitude
has slackened the speed of the
donors' spirit in coming for-
ward with the helping hands.
And true enough,

en the gov- .

ernment itself is not declaring
state of emergency. how can the
world community extend their
assistance in congruity with the
severe crisis? The present situa-
tion sees the emergence of form-
ing an 'All-Party Relief Com-
mittee’ comprising not only
leaders of ?10 itical parties but
also the three chiefs of the
armed forces. Time now calls
for taking off the cloak of re-
spective identities and unite to
form one party — remembering
the wise old sayinF. "United we
stand, divided we fall”.

The fact is undeniable that
each government has had its
contribution to the building of
this independent country dur-
ing the past 27 years and there-
fore, should be graced with their
due share of credit. The former
President Hussain Mohammad
Ershad should be remembered
and praised for building the
embankment prul:clin%d the
metropolis even today. More-
over, he did prove his efficiency
in management while tackling
the flood of 1988. Begum
Khaleda Zia deserves applaud
for tackling the cyclone of 1991
quite well. Therelore, the Prime
Minister would only prove her
magnanimity by c lin%]thc op-
position parties, seek their ad-
vises and act untidily. The peo-

le would definitely remember
er forever if she takes the right
decision at the right time.

To conclude, | would join
your voice in saying that it will
not be a DEFEAT for the Prime
Minister to admit that she can-
not face this situation alone.
Rather. it will be her greatest
VICTORY {f she can prove her
ultimate goal being the welfare

.... and nothing but the welfare
of the nation!

Neelima [slam

House: 49, Road.:2
Mohammadia Housing Society
Mohammadpur, Dhaka 1207

i

ok ok ok Rk

Sir, I found your commen-
tary — PM Should Declare a
State of Natural Disaster Emer-
gency — very bold, informative
and suggestive, However, the
flooding had started from the
middle of July and till date
there is no sign of letting up,
and you chose to print your

commentary on the 10 Sept 98,
a delay for reasons best known
to you. In my opinion an objec-
tive journalism should also be
done in due time, to influence
the course of action as suggested
to be implemented in time. A
delayed observation, criticism
or suggestion normally com-
promises the gravity of the sit-
uation which has been ad-

dressed.
While | agree with your
commentary that there should

be a declaration of Natural Dis-
aster Emergency, I fail to un-
derstand one thing as to why
the government had refused to
ask for or accept international
support in form of foreign aids
right at the beginning of this
d:glug:. Had there been proper
rr;H:ctmns of the calamity and
Ea it been brought under
greater international media fo-
cus right at the beginning, 1 feel
we could have avoided a lot of
extra trouble with timely sup-
port from the donor agencies. It
is definitely a boost to the na-
tional ego if we can be self-re-
llant and face such disasters
with our own resources, but ex-
perimenting, without realising
the impact. or being fully pre-
pared as has been the case of cy-
clones (we have learnt through
experience) at the cost of the
teeming masses do Involve a
volume of risk, in terms of life
and suffering — bottom line is
there's been a lot of changes in
every aspect between '74 and 98,
as such all dreams don't hold
good save the sentiments and
emotions and you don't run a
government based on emotions
only — one has to be more prac-
tical.
It is an encouragement to
learn that the mainstream op-
sition has come up with of-
ering an unconditional sup-
rt to the government in fac-
ing the deluge, a pleasant sur-
prise indeed and this is what is
expected, by and large from all
to stand by the suffering people.
An uphill task now lies
ahead during the post-flood pe-
riod and any wrong or delayed
move may compromise the suc-
cess in mitigating the suffering,
as such it is felt that the support
of the opposition should stand
valid during the post-flood pe-
riod also and the donations

committed should be utilized
properly. Amongst the immedi-
ate/simultaneous attentions
that will be required will be the
crop plantations, the buildinﬁ
re;i:alrs of roads, bridges an
culverts, the subsequent dredg-
ing of the main rivers, giving
Late President Zia's infamous
canal-digging concept a serious
thought, and last but not the
least, completing the Dhaka
Protection Dam as had been
started b
which t
saviour of the capital city. Sink
your differences when you face
a national crisis and work
shoulder to shoulder — if you
really care for your fellow coun-
trymen.

Lt Col Aziz Ahmad (Retd)
Gulshan, Dhaka-1212

Ershad government,

Jamal N Islam
Clarifies
Sir, It has been brought to
my notice that while | was away

in London (most of June), there -

was some discussions in the
newspapers about the non-re-
newal ol my membership of the
Chittagong University Senate
(from the category of education-
ists), and the appointment of a
new member. | am somewhat
surprised, as | never com-
plained to anyone about this. It
is perfectly natural for a mem-
ber to be replaced by another at
the end of a tenure. The fact that
the new appointment is made
by a body authorised to do so is
adequate reason for the new
member to be accepted by all
concermned. | don't see any sco

for criticism. People have dif-
ferent kinds of abilities and
each member of a body such as
the Senate can make his unique
contribution. It is unnecessary,
improper and embarrassing
both for the erstwhile and the
new member to make compar-
isons. 1 am told that the previ-
ous administration took some
steps not to renew my member-
ship, but for various reasons
this could not be implemented.
If it had been carried out, I
would have had no objections
whatever. Likewise, | have no
objections whatever to my non-
renewal by the present admin-

ay had proved to be a

istration. Regrettably, there is a
tendency by politically in-
volved people to extract some
advantage from this kind of
situation, often at the expense
of politically neutral people. |
would respectfully request
those concerned, to kindly al-
low me to do my work, whatever
that is worth, in peace and
quiet, and not involve me in
such meaningless controver-
sies:

Jamal Nazrul Islam

Professor and Director
Research Centre for Mathe-
matical

And Physical Sclences, Uni-
versity of Chittagong

An appeal

Sir, Alarming news of the
adual deterioration of recent
ood is threatening us. The

long stagnancy of flood water is
causing different types of wa-
ter-borne diseases along with
air and water pollution.

The devastating flood is still
creating havoc not only in_
Dhaka city but also most part of
the country and it is already
recognized as the worst flood in
recent history.

The unplanned dumping of
polythene bags are worsening
the city clrajnage system which
is, ultimately directly or indi-
rectly, prolonging the flood sit-
uation. Because nearly 5.5 mil-
lion used polythene shopping
bags are tossed away in Dhaka
city everyday. At this moment
it is increased nearly 6.2 mil-
lion due to random use for dis-
tributing relief materials. In
this circumstances, we would
like to draw the attention and
to make a fervent appeal to ev-
ery responsible citizen and or-
ganisations of Dhaka city,
please don't drop or dump the
wastage polythene bags to and
fro in the flood water especially
at this moment. We, of course,
should not use polythene bags
in relief distribution. R:Ecm-
ber, it is creating a great hazard
in our city and our daily life in
many ways.

ESDO
44/8 West Panthapath (3rd

floor) North~ Dhanmondi,
Dhakﬂ-‘mﬁ 1



